IepeBeHCKUI CTapoCTa B3OPOTHYJI, JOCAAys Ha CBOI0 OeCIIeYHOCTh, U GBICTPO TMOMHSI MyI0 Ha PYKH,
HaIPaBIISIsACh K Onuxkaimemy jecy. OH MOHSJ, YTO IO TOPHOM OpOTe UM He yOexkaTh - OHa
HEITPOXOAMMa [JIs TIOKUJIBIX ¥ HEMOIHEIX JIIofiel. EquHCTBeHHAs Hagekaa - MOTePSITh
IIPEeCIeNyIoIIero TPU3NIK CPEIH NePEeBhEB.

XoTs MenBenb OB paHeH, OH 0CTaBaJICs KPEIKUM M TPO3HBIM CYLIECTBOM. B MXKYHTIJISIX OH OKa3aJcs
ropasfo MpoBOpHee Joel. BcKkope MelBehb yxKe e 10 KX CIIedy, HeyMOJIMMO COKpaIias
paccTosiHue.

"Ienmyiika, HaM ero He o0OTHaTL", - 3aMeTun Myio.

My10, HEOTHOKPATHO Y4aCTBOBABIIINM BMECTE C IEPEBEHCKUM OXOTHUKOM B OXOTHHUYBUX
SKCIeguIusx, Ol B Xoporei pusnyeckont ¢popme. OH TakkKe OBII 3HAKOM C MEOBENsIMHU. XOTS OH
pa3paboTasn HeCKOIbKO CTpaTeruii 60ps0Obl C TPU3K, MHOTHE U3 HUX 3aKaHYKMBaINCh Heymadei.
[ToaToMy mpo6oBaTh UX ceiidac OH He pelIascs.

Bpems 111710, ¥ OpSX/I0e TeI0 JePeBEeHCKOT0 BOXKIS CTa0 ociaadeBaTh. YBUAEB MPUOIHUKAIOIIET0CT

MepBefsi, Myio MoYyBCTBOBAJ HapacTarollee 6eCoKoNCTBO. PaHeHbIe MEOBEIH MOTYT CTAaTh OYEHb

arpecCUBHBIMM, 0COOEHHO €CJIM CTOJIKHYTCS C ABYMS XPYIIKMMH Ha BU[ JIIOObMH. B Takoi cuTyauuu
Me[BeOb He CMOXKET IPUTBOPUTHCS MEPTBEHIM.

"Ctpena JpyaHra Oblyla TakK e XOpoIla, Kak u 6ecrnose3na!l Mengsenb He MOCTpagan”, - IBIXTEN
IepeBeHCKUH CTapoCTa, ero 3Heprus uccsikana. "Myio, Tebe cienyeT motoponuthesi. He Gecrokoics
000 MHe, uI¥ B ropon".

"1 Te6s He Opomry".

Hemnoxone6umeiit Myio moutu He 6osincst rpusnu. HecMoTpst Ha MOJIOIOCTh, OH 00J1afian CeKpeTaMu 1
BO3MOXKHOCTSIMU, KOTOPEIMU HE [EIUICS HU C KeM, faXke C IOYUTaeMBIM BOXKIEM NEPEBHH.

HaxMypuBIIICh, OH IIPUOCTAHOBUIICS, COOUPASCh C MBICTIAMU. HeKOTOPEIE BELU TPYIHO OOBSICHUTE
npyruM. [Ins Myto 3T0 66110 0COOEHHO CIIOKHO.

"He TpaTh BpeMs Ha pa3roBOpHI, 6eru ckopee. 1 OTBIIEKY ero BHUMaHUe. DTO Halll TyYLIUH IITaHC Ha
BbIXKMBaHMeE. Y Te0s ecTh Oy/yliiee - Thl CTaHelIb MacTepoM ¢eli. He moagBengu Bcex", - TOCOBETOBAN
IepeBEHCKUY CTapoCTa U HEHAMI0IT0 OCTAHOBUIICS, YTOOH IIOBEPHYTHCS JIULIOM K HACTYTIAIOIIEMY
MepnBenio. OH HaMepeBaJiCs UCIOJIb30BaTh Ce0s B KaueCTBe NIpHMaHKH, YTOOH faTh Mylo BpeMs AJis
oercraa.

"Henmymka!" Myt 110 UHEPIIUY [ABUHYJICA BIIEPeN U OCTAHOBUIICSA. Pa3BEepHYBIINCH, OH YBULET, KaK
Me[Belb I'PU3Nu OPOCUTICS Ha lePEBEHCKOr0 CTapoCTy.

My'I-O yYXe 320511 PO IPpueMOB 110 YCMUDPEHUIO MEIBEIs. Ho B TOT MOMEHT 3T0 ObIII0 HeBaxkHO. OH
IIOHSJI, 9YTO €CJIh CO CT&pOCTOfI YTO-TO CIIYUYHUTCs, TO €ro JO KOHIla oHen 6y11eT MYYHUTh YyBCTBO BHUHHEI.

"3Bepn, He MOOX0Ou K MoeMy memy!"

Ero KpuK COIPOBOXKMIANCS BRICOKMM ITPOH3UTENILHEIM 3BYKOM, KOTOPEIH, Ka3aI0Ch, pa30pBall BO3MYX.
Bcren 3a rIyXuM CTYKOM II0 JIeCy pa3Heccs OTNyIINTeNNbHbIH "OyM". 3eMiis cllerkKa APOTrHYya, B
BO3MIyXe 3aKPYKHUJIACh IbITb ¥ JIUCTHS, B HE0O B3BUIKUCH IITHIILI, TPETella KPbITbIMH.

rpI/I3J'II/I PYXHVYII, U3 €r0o I'pyaou TOp4dajla CTpeya, HO OBIIO BUOHO X OPYIro€ - B IPyAb MeOBeOs BIIMJIACh
IIapa TOJICTHIX, ITOXOXKHUX Ha KOPHH, HUTEN TOJIIMHOK C 3aIsICThe. ITH HEeIIPpUMETHBIE KOPHU HpO6I/IJ'[I/I



JKECTKYIO LIKYyPY MefBeNs U IIPUTBO3IUIIU €TI0 K 3eMII€.

['pu3nu He MOT IPeABUAETh TaKoM HeoObsacHUMOM rubenu. Ecnu cTpena 0XOTHHUKA MOTJIa eTo
IIOBAJIUTh, TO CMEPTh OT ITUX HEIIPUMETHHIX KOPHEH Ka3alach HeMBICIUMOU. Ero rpoMagHbIi KOPIIC,
TIOKPHITHIN TOJICTOM IJIOTHIO M 3AIUTHOM IIKYPOU, MOMKeEH OBUI COeaTh ero Heys3BUMEIM. 1 Bce ke
OH JIexaJl, CpakeHHBIN ABYMSI, Ka3aJioch Obl, HE3HAUUTEJIbHBIMUA KOPHSAMH.

KopHu, ucIayKaHHbIE TPS3bI0 U COYAIIHeCs KPOBbIO, OBIIM HACHIIIEHHOT0 KOPUYHEBOTO IBeTa. OHU
TSIHYJIMCh CBEPXY, 110 [yTe IMPOHOCSCh B BO3AYXE, a 3aTeM BOH3AJIUCh B 3eMJII0 rof Myto. OmnaBsimue
JIUCThSI CKPRIBAJIM UX, MACKUPYs UX MPUCYTCTBYE. HecMOTpst Ha CBOIO OORIIEHHOCTD, 3TH KOPHH
GecliepeMOHHO PACIIPaBUIKCh C MeIBEIEM.

Myt0 OmyCTHIICS Ha 3€MJTI0, er0 SHEPTHUs CIIOBHO BEITEKJIA BCS pa3oM. OH BRITJISIAE OCYHYBIIUMCS,
BBEITSIHYB Iepef] co00¥ pyKu. PyKu CJTIOBHO 3aCTHITU B BO3AYXE, TOTOBHIE CXBATUTH YTO-TO
Heocsi3aemMoe. CTpaHHBIM OBIJIO TO, KaK 3TH KOPHU 0OBHMIJIMCH BOKPYT €r0 PYKH, KaK OyITO OHU BCeraa
OBLJIM €T0 YacCThIO.

[ToTpsiCeHHEBIN, HO Y3Ke IPUIIenuuil B cebs mepeBeHCKUH CTapoCTa MOOHSIJICS C 3eMJIU B COCTOSIHUU
mokKa. ¥iMest B MOJIOOOCTH [IeJI0 CO 3BEPSIMH, OH XOPOIIIO MMOHKMMaJI, KaKas CTPAIHas y4acTh OXKHUIAeT
CYIIEeCTBO, TOpaXkeHHoe 3TUMU KOpHSAIMHU. OH mpencTaBui cebe, Kak rojioBa MefiBe[isl Pa3faBInBaeTCs
Y B3PBIBAETCS, KaK ABIHSA, U HEOXKUOAHHO KOPHHU COLIIACh Ha XKUBOTE, TTOTSIHYB ero BHU3. 2KU3Hb
Me[IBe[isl TOCTETeHHO yracaria.

[TokpyTHBIIKCE Ha MECTe, CTapOCTa HATKHYJICS B3TJIIAOM Ha HEOOBYHYIO 1103y Myto. XOTs OH U He
MOT TIOHSITB, YTO IIPOXCXOIUT, HO TOYYBCTBOBAJI IIPMIKUB CTPaxa. Eciu 6B He 0IaCHOCTh, UCXOASAIIas
0T rpu3yy, BcTpeda ¢ Myio Obisia Obl eltie 60jiee TPeBOXKHOM.

"Bel... Bel...", - 3aMKasCh, IpOU3HEC CTApOCTa AePEeBHH, feflas napy maros Ha3an. OH yCTaBUICA Ha
Myio c HejoBepHueM, B eT0 Julle He ObIJI0 00erdeHusi, KOTOpoe 00BIYHO CIeAyeT 3a YOauHbIM
craceHueM. BMecTo 3TOTr0 B €ro0 rjla3aX 3aCThUIH IIOK U TPENeT, Kak OYATO OH CMOTPEJT Ha CTpPallHoe
yynoBuie. [laxke BO BpeMs BCTPEYH C TPU3JIM Y HETO He OBUIO TaKOT'0 BhIpakKeHus Nuia. Bupm KopHe,
00BHBaIOIIKX PYKYy My10, Kak OYOTO CBUIETEILCTBOBAJI O €T0 37T060HOM IIPUCYTCTBUH.

“[..." My10 OTKPBII POT U 3aMellIKaJIiCs, BCTPETUB B3TJIAM AEPEBEHCKOr0 CTapoCThl. OH C TPyAOM
mombupasn CjaoBa, YToOk 00BsICHUTE He0ObsiCHIMOe. OH He 00s71csa MeBesi, ero 0eCIIOKOUIO COBCEM
npyroe. OgHako chOpMyTHPOBATh CBOM MBICIH 0KA3aJI0Ch CJIOKHEE, Y4eM OH MOT ceGe MpeCTaBUTh.

IelCTBUTEIHHO, HEKOTOPhIE BEIIH TPYAHO O0BSICHUTD.

"XBaTUT epyHIOM 3aHUMAThCS, yOerait! 4 OTBIIEKy ero, U Thl CMOXKelb yoexaTb. ECNIU Thl Hay4YUIILCS
MaHUIIYJIUPOBATh NEPEBBSIMHU, T0YeMy Obl TeOe He 00beIUHUTHCS C KJIaHOM AeMOHOB FOMOH?"

[ortoc mepeBeHCKOT0 CTapOCTH APOKall, a YIIOMHUHaHue 0 KjlaHe eMOHOB FOMOH OBII0 MPOHU3aHO
CTPaxoM U BpaxkaeOHOCTHIO. [I71s1 Hero KiaH neMoHoB KOMOH mpencTaBisjicsS MapogepaMu, KOTOPhIe
rpabunu u yousanu. Ho maxe 1o cpaBHEHHUIO ¢ 3TUMU OaHAUTaMHU KiaH eMoHOoB FOMOH Ka3ancs
MEHBIIIUM 3JI0M.

Myt onyCcTu royioBy. YnoMuHaHue KilaHa feMOHOB KOMOH BEI3BaJIO y HET'O HEIOYMEHUE, Belb OH
HUKaK He OBIJI ¢ HUMHU CBsI3aH. OH HUKOTITIa He BUJEJ UX U HUYEero 0 HuX He 3Hajl. HecMoTps Ha
He3HaHUe, YIOMUHaHYE 0 KjlaHe neMoHOB KOMOH BBI3BaJIO B €ro Ayile IpobaecK y3HaBaHUS.

XoTsa €My ellle He IIPUXOOUJIOCE TIMYHO BCTPEe4YaThCAd C KJIAHOM JEMOHOB KOmoH, ero 0cBeIOMIEHHOCTh
0 HUX YCTYyIIaJIa TOJIbKO OCBEJOMJIEHHOCTH CTAPOCTEI AEPEBHHU. OH cibIman HUCTOPHUHU, KOTOPEIE



HCIIOJIb30BAJIMCEh AOJIA 3allyTUBAHUA U YCTPAIIEHWA HEIIOCIYIITHBIX oeTeu.
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