['maza [I>KOHa CIUIaIuCh, KOTMla OH HaKOHeI] IPU3eMIuICsI. BMecTo Toro 4ToOnl TIETETH Ha I0T0-
BOCTOK K [IpakoHbeMY KaMHIO, [IpOTOH JIeTel HEMHOI'0 Ha CeBePO0-BOCTOK, 110 KpaHel Mepe, Tak
nyMmar [1:koH. OH goJKeH ObUI IPU3HATD, YTO ObIT HEMHOTO COUT C TOJIKY, TaK Kak o4ueHb ycTan. OH
He 0XKU[aJl, YTOo IoJieT OyeT TaKuM yToMUTeNbHBIM. OHM BCe ellle OBIJIM Ha CEBepe B IIEePBYIO HOYb,
KOTZla OCTaHOBUJIUCH, U Y [I2K0OHa BCe elrle OBIJI0 JOCTATOYHO e[Ibl, YTOOH! BEIXKUThL B TEUEHUE
HECKOJIbKUX THEW, XOTS OH ITOHSTUS He UMeJI, YeM cobupasncs KOpMUTh [IporoHa, eCclid TOJILKO OH He
IOJIKEeH ObLT OBITH TEM, KTO Oy[eT Ha ceBepe. MeHI0. [IpeacTaBieHue 0 TOM, UYTO [[3KOH OBINT yKUHOM
IIporoHa, GBICTPO MCYE3a/I0 C KaXKI0H MUHYTOM, KOTOPYIO OH IIPOBOMAWII C HUM. [I3KOH He OBbIIT YBEPEH,
II04YeMy, HO OH YyBCTBOBAJI YTO-TO APYTOe B ApaKoHe, KakK 6yaTo [IporoH ObT OOMHOK U HYXKOaJCsS B
J[I>XxoHEe B KOMIIaHUH.

— TrI Bcerpa 3HaJl HaC, JIIO[EH, a, MaJIbuYUK? OH II0XJIONAJI 10 Yelllye CYLIecTBa, CIIyCKasCh I10
HebOecaM. «fI mosnarato, 4To S MOCIeNHUN BEIOOpP, KOTOPHIM BaM HYXKEH, HO 51 JyMalo, YTO CIIMCOK He
O4YeHb AJIMHHBIW». — IPYCTHO CKa3aJll OH, Korga [IporoH ¢ TUXUM IIIENIKOM IIPU3EeMJIAIT UX Ha CHeT.

MecTo, KOTOpPOe [IPOTOH PEeLIU IO0CAAUTh, OBIJIO PAOOM C HECKOJILKUMHU NePEeBbsIME, HEKOTOPLIE U3
KOTOPBIX OBLTM MTOBAJIEHH! M3-3@ YaCTHIX CUJIBHBIX BETPOB, IYBIIUX C CEBEPA, XOTS OHU, Ka3a/loCh,
HEMHOT'0 YCIIOKOMIKCE C TeX IOpP, KaK 3uMa Havasa cTuxaTh. Cron3as co CiuHE [IporoHa, oH
OTJISIesiCs, YTOOB IOCMOTPETh, KakK pa3buTh arepsb. HUKTO He coOupascs UCKATh €ro 3[eCh, a TakK
IaneKko Ha CeBepe CHeT ellle He Hayall TasiTh. B 1ecy, BeposiTHO, Ob1JI0 ObI TOCTATOYHO BETBEH M
OTHs, 4TOOHI HE JaTh €My 3aMeP3HYTh HACMePThb, OH ITPOCTO Hafesics, 4To [IporoH He OymeT
BO3paXKaTh, eCJIK OBl OH yIlIell, YTOOh IIPUHECTHU €TO.

I>KOH He yIIes faneKo, KOTHa yCIbIIIai mo3aau ce6si XpyCTAIKY 3BYK. 3a0bIB, UTO OH C [PAaKOHOM,
oH BhITauMa JmuHHOro KOorTs U3 HOXKeH U 00epHYJICS, HAllOJIOBUHY OXKUfas YBUAETh MeJBes UTu
kKaOaHa. BmMecTo 3TOr0 [IporoH OB IPSMO IMO3agX HETOo, C JTI0OOIBITCTBOM IS Ha [IJIMHHOTO
Kortsi, mpexje 4eM MOBEPHYTHCS, YTOOB TOCMOTPETh Ha [I2KOHa C BHIPaXKeHUEeM JIHIla, KOTOpoe
II2K0H MOT TOJIBKO IIO03PEBaTh B OCKOPOIECHUH.

— BoT Tak nmopgkKpagbiBaelbCcsa Ko MHe. f gyMal, Tl MeABeOb UJIKM YTO-TO B 9TOM pofe. [ K0oH
pacTepsHHO IOKayaJsl rojIoBoM, oTTankuBas [JnuHHoro Korts. — 4 npocTo 3a gpoBaMu. — CKa3ajl OH
IPaKoHy, He TO 4TOOH! [[?KOH 0XKHKIasl, YTO OH ITOMMET, MoxXoxke, [IPOroH MOHKWMAa TOJIBKO BHICOKUM
BaJINPUMCKUM SI3BIK, UTO OIpefieieHHO OymeT mpobieMoiil Ha faHHBIM MOMEHT, HO €CJI OH CMOXKET
npuBecTH [IporoHa Ha [IpakoHui KaMeHb, OH 3HAET, YTO TaM AOJKHO OBITH YTO-TO, IOMOYb EMY
YUMTBCS, KHUTA MOXKeT ObITh. OH OBITT JKMBBIM [OKA3aTEILCTBOM TOTO, YTO TaprapueHsl He OBIITH
POXK[IEHHI C BpOXKIEeHHBIM 3HaHUEM BrICOKOT0 Banupuiickoro, 3To ObUT BEIYYEHHBIN S3BIK, KOTODHIH,
KaK OH ITofo3peBa, 61 y TaprapreHoB eIMHCTBEHHOH IeJIbI0 - KaTaThCsA Ha ApaKoHaX. M yK TOYHO
He 1151 007ieryeHus CBSI3U C BOIIBHBIMHU ropofaMu Jccoca.HaBepHsiKa rae-To Ha [IpakoHbeM KaMHe
BCe ellle [OJIKHA JIeXKaTh KHUTa, KOTOpas IOMOXKET eMy YCBOUTh HECKOJIBKO CJIOB SI3bIKa, IIPOCTO
yTOOB OH MOT KOMaHAOBaTh [[POTOHOM.

Kaxk TombpKO OH IIomas B JieC, OH Ha4all UCKaTbk BETKH, KOTOPEIE€ MOTI'JIN 6BI O0aTh paCTOHKy U TI0JIEHbBA
s cxkuranusi. CBeTa OBIIO MaJio, a COCHBI OBITM TAKUMMU T'YCTBIMU U TYCTBIMH, YTO Ha 3eMJIe TIOYTH
He OBIJI0 cHera. [IpOroH He CMOXKeT IOCIeOBaTh 3a HUM CIOfa, mogyMar [I2KOH, BEIOUBAs ero u3
KOJIEH, TTOCKOJIbKY y [IporoHa 0oJIbIlle IIaHCOB IIPOTHUB MeaBens, ueM y [IxkoHa. OH UCKal BOKPYT YTO-
HUOYOb TOOXOMsIIee, HO BCe JepeBhbsi, KOTOphie ObIIM BEIPBAHKI C KOPHEM, OBITTA OOIBIIUME U
CTApHIMH, ¥ OH He CMOT OBl BHIHECTH €T0 CaMOCTOsITeIbHO. OMHAKO, ecyii OBl OH HCII0Ih30BaJI OMUH
IOCTAaTOYHO OJIM3KO K OIYIIKE JIeca, OH MOT OBl pa30UTh €0 JOCTATOYHO, YTOOLI HE TOIBKO HECTH
€ro, HO ¥ B3STh C CO00¥ HECKOJIBKO Ha CIIeIYIOIIeM 9Talle MX IyTeIleCcTBHs, YTOOE eMy He HYKHO
OBIIIO MCKATh JPOBA.

II>KoH BbI6paJI 00JIBIII0E BBEIPBAHHOE C KOPHEM JEePeBO HeOJaJIeKO OT OIIYIIKH JieCa, Kyda OH BOIIEJI, U C



TIOMOIIILIO CBOEH MUJIBI, KOTOPYI0 BMECTE C TOIIOPOM BCErfa HOCHIIM C COO0H BO BPEMS OXOTHI, eMYy
yIOaIoCh CPYOUTH YIIABIIYIO COCHY, CJIOMaB ee. YTOORI OBIJI0 JOCTAaTOYHO JIETKO TAIUTHCS IO CHETY, HO
TOJIBKO TIOTOMY, YTO OH HEe XOTEJI COBEpIIaTh I0e3KY CIIMIIKOM MHOT0 pa3. OH BHTAIIUI IIEPBYIO
YaCTh U3 KPOH [I€PEBbEB, UM 3al0M. BEIOPABIINCh HAa OTKPBHITOE IIPOCTPAHCTBO, OH YBHUIEII, YTO

I pOTOH JTEXKUT, TTOJI0KKB I'0JIOBY Ha HOTH, ¥ C JIIOOOIBITCTBOM CMOTPUT Ha HETO.

— THI cTy4allHO He X04elllb TIOMOYb? JTa IITyKa YePTOBCKU TsAXKenas. — ImoxasoBancsa [IKoH, He
oXupas OTBeTa OT ApakoHa. OQHAKO, K ero YAUBJIEHNUO, [IDOrOH BCTal, OTTONKHYI [I2KOHa B CTOPOHY
¥ B351J1 IePeBO B POT, OTTAIIUB ero Ha 0e30IacHOe PacCTOSHUE OT JepPeBbeB, IpeX e YeM I0JI0XKUTh
Ha noJ1. OH nopouren K [I3KOHY, YCTaBUICSA Ha HETO0, ¥, K U3yMJIeHUI0 [[3K0Ha, OH MOT IIOKJIICTHCS, YTO
IPaKOH He TOJBKO BHITJISAMIEN JOBOJILHEIM CO00M, HO ¥ 0XKKAas II0XBaJIbl 3@ ITOMOIITb.

— Tvl HAMHOTO YMHee, YeM s gyMai. [IKOH yXMBUIbHYIICS [Iporony. «JIyyiie OHl S He HE[IOOLEHUBa
Te0s1. Cnacu6o0». — no0aBui OH, 3aMEeTHB BhIpaxkeHue uia [[poroHa, — eciau OBl APaKOH MOT
Ka3aTbCS CaMOMOBOJIbHEIM, OH OXKHUJaJl UMEHHO TAaKOro B3riianga. Kak HU cTpaHHoO, [I2KOH Jaxke
YyBCTBOBAJ, KaK CKBO3b HET'O TeUeT CaMOLO0BOJICTBO, KakK OynTo [IporoH Mor o0maThCs ¢ HUM
TeNlellaTUYeCKU. [I2KOH [moXail iedaMy, BMECTO 3TOr0 OH paccMmescs. — OcTaBaiics 3[eCh, T0Ka 1
IIPUHECY OCTalbHOEe. — N00aBUII OH, IpeX[e YeM OTIPaBUTLCS 00paTHO B Jiec.

C momoinsio [IporoxHa [Ik0oHY He OTPe6oBaIoCh MHOTO BpEMEHH, UTOOH! IIePeMeCcTHTh IepeBo Ha
6e30macHOe PacCTOSIHUE OT Jieca, YTOOH pa3kKedyb KOCTep, 0Ka OH PYOHUII OCTANbHYI0 YacCTh JepeBa
Ha mpoBa. Eue 6omee ymuBUTENbHOM Oblyia CITOCOGHOCTE [IPOTOHA CO3AaTh MAJIEHbKYI0 HCKPY BMECTO
OTPOMHOT0 OTHEHHOTO IIapa, JOCTAaTO4YHYI0, YTOOH pa3:kKeyb OroOHb, He 00YT/IUB BCe fepeBo. Korma o
3aKOHYHJI C lepeBoM, [[:KOH coOpasi HEMHOTO CHETa B CBOIO KECTSHYIO YaIlKy ¥ TOCTABHUJI €T0 PIAOM
C OrHeM, 4TOOHBI OH pacTasiy, 3aTeM CeJl ¥ JOCTaJl KyCOK COJIeHOro KabaHa, 4TOOH 1moecTb. OXOTHUKHU
BCETIa HOCUJIH C CO00¥ CYMKY C IIPHIIacaMu Ha CITy4daid, eCJIH KTO-TO U3 TPYIIIEl 3aCTPSIHET. TaM
Bcerga ObLI0 COTEHOe MSICO, TaK KAaK OHO XOPOIIIO XPAHUIIOCh ¥ OBIIO TIETKUM, XOTS U He OYeHb
ATMEeTUTHBIM.

"Xouy HeMHOro0?" [[2KOH IIPEeOJIoXKUI ApakoHy HeOoMbIIoN KycoueK. [[poroH o6HIOXal CONeHOT0
BEIIPS ¥ C OTBpallleHNeM II0BEPHY rooBy. «He myman, He o6eccynbTe, 9TO He OYeHb IPUATHO, HO
3TO efa». [IKOH IoKaJl IjevyaMy U OTKYCHJI KyCOK, CHOBa 3a/iaBasiCh BOIIPOCOM, UTO OyOeT eCTh
IporoH, oKa OHY UAYT Tyha, KyOa AOIKHE ObUIA UATH. [I2KOH pa3BepHYJI Clla/llbHbIe MeXa U
ycTpousicsa noyno0Hee. — YTo MbI OymeM fennaTh, MalbyUK? — CIIPOCHUII OH Y IPAKOHA, PELIUB, YTO
Jy4llle BCETO C HUM pa3roBapuBaTh Tak, Kak ecyiu Obl OH pa3roBapusa ¢ [Ipu3pakoM, 10 KOTOPOMY
OH, KaK HU CTPaHHO, He CKydasl. «{ mojararo, Kyaa OBl MBI HY [IOLIUIK, HaM HYKHO YOeOUTHCS, UTO BEI
KOPMHTECH YEM-TO, UTO HUKOTO He OyJeT pa3apaxkaTth, HAalpuMep, AeTbMU UM NOMAIIHUM CKOTOM. {1
3HAl0, YTO MBI HE MOXEM OCTaBaThCS 3[eCh, CIIUIIKOM XOJIOLHO [JIs BaC». OH JIACKOBO I10XJIOIAI
Iporoxa o 60ky. "f'fl yBepeH, 4TO MBI CMOXKeM YTO-HUOYOb NPUAYMaTh, — OH 3€BHYJI, 3aKPHIB
ry1a3a, COH IIpuInesn OBICTPO, U BIEPBHE 3@ MHOTHe Tofbl [I2KOH CcIajl Kpenko 1 0e3 CHOBUAEHUN.

Korpga [I:xKoH npocHycs, eMy O0bi1o xonogHo. KocTep noTyx, u [IporoHa HATAe He OblsI0 BUAHO. OH
CeJl, 3aBEepPHYBIINCEH B MeXa, YYBCTBYS ce0s1 HeMHOTr0 HePBHO. OH 3Hasl, YTO HAlPaBUJICS Ha CEBEPO-
BOCTOK, a He Ha 0T, HO IIOHSTHUS He UMeJI, KaK JaleKo OHU yIeTesd, U He y3HaBal JaHamadT. Kak
TOJIBKO OH 3agyMaJics, Kyma [IporoH MOT MONTH, OH YCJIBIIIAJ BU3T U CTYK mo3amgu cebs. OH
o0epHYJICS U YBUAEN, YTO [IPOTOH IIPU3EMITUJICS C OTPOMHBIM MEPTBBEIM OJIeHEM, KOTOPOTO OH TOJIHKO
YTO BRIPOHUII U3 KOTTeH. [[pOTOH IOATONKHYJI MEPTBOTO OJieHs K [[2KOHY, KaK Oy[To Ipeniaras eMmy
mepBoe 011010, KOTOPOE OHU pa3densT. YemocTh [I;KOHa OTBHCIIA OT 3TOTO XKeCTa, JOOPOTH 1 3a00TH
He OBIJIO TeM, Yero OH OXKHKOAJ OT XapaKTepa APAKOHA, ¥ YK TOYHO HEe B OIMMCAHUSX, KOTOPHIe OH
YWTall B KHUTAX, Koraa poc.Bce, 4To OH 3HaJ, 9TO TO, YTO OHU OBIIM XOPOIIU [JIST PA3pyIIeHUs U
cMepTH, uTo [lelieHepuc XOPOIIIo UCII0Ih30Baia B hopMe OpaKOHa IIPSIMO Iepen HUM. TpyaHo OBII0
IIPUMHUPHUTHCS C MBICIIBIO, UTO 3TO OBIJIO TO CaMoe CYIIIECTBO, KOTOPOe YyTh He COXKII0 KoposeBcKyio



l'aBaHb goTia. MMenHOo Torma [IKOH MOHSIJ, YTO YTO-TO U3MEHUIIOCH B [IpOTOHE.

B Teuenue mocnegHero mgHs, IPoBeOeHHOro ¢ [IporoHoM, [I:KOH MOHSI HECKOIbKO Bellei; Y
IPAKOHOB OBIIM CBOM COOCTBEHHEIE TMYHOCTH, HO OHU TaKxXKe OBITH IPOJ0JIXKeHeM BCaJlHUKa, C
KOTOPBIM OHM OBINTM CBSI3aHBI, ¥, KaK BRISICHUIT [[2KOH, OH CaM TOXKe CTAaHOBUJICS ITPOIOIKEHIEM
Iporona. Korpa oH BIepBEIEe Cell Ha CIMHY JpaKOHa, OH XOTeJl BepHYyTh cebe BecTepoc, cTaTh
KOpojeM DUT0OHOM M IIPaBUTh MUPOM. Temeps OH IPOCTO XOTeJI, YTOOB ero cBoOoma Opomuia, Kak
eMy 3abnaropaccygurcs. OH 1mofo3peBall, YTO ero epBoHavasbHas peakius Obljla 0CTaBIIMMUCS
3MOLKOHATBHKIME XKeJTaHUSIMU [lelieHepuc, MOCKOIbKY [IporoH He 3Has Obl BCAHUKA, KOTOPHIH
X0TeJ OBl 4ero-To APyroro, KpoMe Kak 3aXBaTUTh BeCTepoc orHeM u KPOBBIO ¥ MPaBUTh. OIHAKO
IxxoH He ObLn [[etieHepuc, OH yOMBaJ TOJILKO TOTMa, Koraa 3To OvI0 HeobxomuMo, [[9Hu youBana,
yTOOBI JOKa3aTh CBOIO TOUKY 3peHUs, flaXke ecyu xKepTBa Oblsla HeBMHOBHA. [0 [I:K0HA,3TO OBIIO BCE,
yTo [IpOTOH 3HAJ 1, BEPOSATHO, 0XKHUOAJ, YTO OH OyIEeT IT0X0XK Ha CBOIO OBIBIIYIO JIIOOOBHUITY, 1 OB
3MOIIMOHA/IbHO HacTPoeH BeCcTu ceOsi TakuM oOpa3oM. OgHako [IporoH OLICTPO OLieHU, 4To y [I2KOoHa
Opyrue moTpeOHOCTH, ¥ COOTBETCTBEHHO M3MEHMUII ToBefeHue. [[:KOH He MOT OBITh YBEPEH, YTO 3TO
TaK, HO OH POC, YTOOHRI IIOHSTh, UTO CBSI3b IPAaKOHA ¥ BCAgHUKA 3allljla HAMHOTO I'Ty0Xe, 4eM OH
0KHMaJ, XOTS OHA ellle He MOCTUTJIA TAaKOM TOYKH, YTOOH! YIIpaBIsiTh [[POrOHOM B ITOJIETE Ha TI060M
s3bIKe. KpoMe Bricokoro Banmupuiickoro.fl foCTUr Toro, 4To CMOT yIpasiaaTh [JpOroHOM B IOJIETE Ha
m060M S3BIKE, KPOMe BEICOKOT'O BaIMPHUICKOT0. JOCTUT TOTO, YTO CMOT YIIPaBIsATh [[POTOHOM B
TI0JIeTE Ha JTI000M SI3BIKE, KPOME BHICOKOT'O BaJIMPUUCKOTO.

[Tocrne Toro, Kak [I2K0H CHSJI HOTY C OJIeHs, OH OTHal ocTajbHOoe [IPpOroHy, a caM HapyOus Opos,
4yTOOBI pa3kKeydb OTOHb U MPUTOTOBUTH HOTY. [I3KOH CHSJI LIKYPY C HOTH, TIOCHITAJ COJIbI0 MSICO U
TIOCTaBUJI €T0 HaJ OTHEeM, YTOOH OHO MeMJIEHHO roTOBUJIOCh. OH HECKOJIBKO pa3 IOBEPHYT HOTY, XKUD
Karnaj B OTOHb, U3pefiKa BhIOpPackiBasi HCKPH B BO3MAYX.

II>KOH MOMHSIJI HOT'Y KaK pa3 B TOT MOMEHT, KOT[la ITap XXupa 3akKarnasl B OToHb. [ToBCIofy moeTenu
WCKPHI, OTOHb YBEJIMYHIICS BABOE, 3aCTaBUB [[3)KOHA YPOHUTH HOT'Y. OH 3aMeTHJI, UTO €T0 PyKa I'OpPHUT,
XOTSI, Ka3aJI0Ch, HE YYBCTBOBAJI 3TOTO, TO3TOMY OH IMOKPYTHII PYKOU B CHETY, YTOOBI IIOTYIIUTh
maMs. [I2KOH OCMOTPEJTT CBOIO PYKY ¥ PYKY, HO He clefl. ITO Haxke He 60JIbHO. 3aTeM OH BCIIOMHUII,
yTO [leiieHepruC MOXKET IPOXOOUTL CKBO3b OTOHb, MOXKET OBITh, OH TAK3Ke MOXKET COIMPOTUBISATHCS
oruio. OH IIOCMOTPEJT Ha CBOIO CTapyI0 0KOT0BYIO PaHy, Ty, KOTOPYIO OH IOJY4u, KOTHa CIac XXU3Hb
nopay-KoMaHayoueMy [xkuopy MOPMOHTY, ¥ CPaBHUI €€ C 03KOI'0M XKHUpPa, KOTOPBIN HOJIKEeH OB
OBITH C IPYTOM CTOPOHHI, HO He OBIJIO HU eAWHOTO Cliefia, faXe Cjerka He MoKpacHes. [IKoH
IPOTSHYJ PYKY K OTHIO, HE 3Has, YBUOUT JIX OH, TOPUT OH UJIM HET, HO OTHEPHYN ee.C 0KoroM OO
He [0 cMeXa, ¥ T00MM30CTU He ObIJIo MelicTepa, KOTOPHIN LIypIa Obl IpUapKou, YTOOH BEITIEYUTD
ero. BMecTo 9TOro oH OrjIsifesics B IMOKMCKAX 3071k, KPOILIEYHKIN 0KOT Ha ero masblax OblT OBl He TaK
YK CTpallleH ¥ 3axui1 Ovl caM 110 cebe yepes OeHb UK 0K0jo Toro. OH Halllell OfHY, KOTopast
BBIKATHIACh U3 OTHS. OH cpenan ITyO00Kui BOOX U B3SIJT €70 MeXKIy OOJIBIIUM U YKa3aTeJIbHBIM
TIaJIbI[aMH.

"BIIAb!" — BcKpuYas OH, POHSS Iemes, 00KUTaBIIMH TaIbIlbEl. "OT0 00JIBHO." OH IMOKaYasl FOJI0BOM,
IIOHKMMasl, YTO OH He TaK HemoOenuM, Kak [eiieHepuc. XoTs 60b cYe3sia MpakTUYeCKu cpa3y U Ipu
OCMOTDe TIOBpEeXeHNUN UX He ObUI0. [I3KOH IIOBEPHYJICS, YTOOBI TOCMOTPETH Ha [IPOrOHa, KOTOPHIN
CMOTpeN B u3ymyieHuu. — TeOe HOPMaJIbHO, THL 3TOTO He YyBCTBYEIh. — I10XKaJIOBaJICA OH, a ipakoH
IIPOCTO XMBIKHYJI ¥ IIPOAOJIZKal CMOTPETh Ha Hero. [[2KOH pemus monpo0oBaTs elle pa3. Ha 3ToT pas3
OH mmopio0Oparn elre OfHY 301y, BCE ellle KPaCHYIO OT xKapa. ITO CHOBa 000KTJIO ero, HO Ha 3TOT pas
[>x0H 00XBaTUJ ero PyKou U fepxXKaj JOCTaTOYHO [OJIr0, YTOOE yOeOUTHCS, YTO Ha HeM [OJIKHA
OBITH OTMETHHA, KOTTla OH OTIIYCTUT. Yepe3 HeCKOJIKO CeKYH]] arOHUU OH OPOCHUII Temesl B CHET U
OCMOTpEJI CBOIO PYKY, ciefioB He Onio. "Hy mocMoTpu Ha 3To. [[2KOH HaXMYPUIICS, pa3roBapuBas
CTOJIBKO K€ C C000M, CKOJIbKO U C [IpOoTOHOM. «{ AyMalo, 4YTO MbI JOJI2KHEI COXPAHUTh 3TO 3HaHUE
MeXIy HaMM, — CKa3aJl OH [IpOroHy, KOTOPHIY IIPOCTO XMBEIKHYJI. — JIF0OU MOTYT IIOAyMaTh, YTO 3TO



HEMHOT'0 CTPaHHO, XOTS, eClu OBl MHE HY2KHO OBIJIO MCUE3HYTh, I MOT Obl YOEOUTEIbHO CTOPETD U
BBIXKUTB, ¥ MEHS y2Ke eCTb IIIpaMbl OT 0KOT'0B, - OH IT0XKaJl Iyie4aMu. - B mr060oM ciaydae, s mymalo, 4To
TIPUIIIIO BPEMS ITOECTh, ¥ TOT{Ia MBI MOXKEM U[TH, - OH YIBIOHYJICS. OTPHIBas Topssdyee MsICO, KOTOPOe
IIOYTH CTOPEJIO, ¥ HaTHUPas COJIbI0, KOTOPYIO OH HOCTas U3 CBOEM COJIOHKU: «f maM el OCTHITh, YTOOH
Tebe He IPUIIIOCH IeTUTHCS CO MHOM CBOEY e[lo¥ B CIEeNYIOUINi pa3, Koraa Thl YTO-HUOYIb
IIoMMaellb». — CKa3aJll OH [I[poroHy.— cka3saj OH [IpOroHy, KOTOPHIM IIPOCTO XMBIKHYJI. «JII0AsIM 3TO
MOXKET IT0Ka3aThCs HEMHOT'O CTPAHHBIM, XOTSI, €Cli Obl MHE HY2KHO OBIZIO UCYE3HYTh, ST MOT OBI
yOemuTeNbHO CTOPETh 3aKMBO U BRIKUTh, Y MEHS Y2Ke €CTh IIPAMHI OT 02KOTOB». OH IT0XKaJl IJIeYaMH.
«B mo6om cnydae, s mymalo, IPUIIJIO BPpeMS IT0eCTh, ¥ TOT{Ia MBI MOXKEM UATHU». OH YIHIOHYIICS,
CphIBasi ropsiuee MsCco, KOTOPOe MOYTH CTOPeJio, U HaThpas COJIbI0, KOTOPYIO OH JOCTal U3 CBOETO
COJIOHYaKa. «f lamM eMy OCTHITh, UYTOOHI BaM He IIPUIIIOCH AEIUTHCS CO MHOM CBOEM eflol B
CIIeIyIOIINY pa3, KOraa BH YTO-HUOYb IMOWMaeTe». — CKa3asl OH [IpOTOHY.— CKa3all OH [IporoHy,
KOTOPHIN ITPOCTO XMBIKHYII. «JIIOSIM 9TO MOXKET ITOKa3aThCsi HEMHOTO CTPAHHBIM, XOTSI, €CJIH ObI MHE
HY2KHO OBIJIO UICYE3HYTh, 5T MOT ObI YOEIUTEIbHO CTOPETh 3aXKUBO M BBIXKUTH, Y MEHS YK€ €CTh IIPaMbl
OT 0KOT'OB». OH IT0XKaJl IyiedaMu. «B moboM ciydae, s ;ymalo, IPUIIIO0 BPeMs II0ECThb, ¥ TOTHA MbI
MOXKEM UATHU». OH YIBIOHYIICS, CPhIBas ropsiyee MsCco, KOTOPOe IIOYTH CTOPEJIo, U HaTHpas COMbIo,
KOTOPYIO OH JOCTAJl U3 CBOET0 COJIOHYaKa. «f JaM eMy OCTHITh, YTOOBI BaM He IPUILJIOCH JEJIUThCS CO
MHOM CBO€U e[IoM B CIIEAYIOILIXi pa3, KOT{a Bbl UYTO-HUOYOb ITOMMaeTe». — CKa3all OH
[IporoHy.OTpHIBasA ropsiyee MsICo, KOTOPOe IIOYTH CTOPesio, ¥ HaTupas COJIbl0, KOTOPYIO OH AOCTal 13
CBOET0 COJISTHOT'O MeIIoYKa. «f maM eMy OCTHITh, YTOOBI BaM He IIPUIJIOCH JeJIUThCSI CO MHOM CBOEH
e[0i1 B CIIeAyIOIIUM pa3, KOrfa Bel UTO-HUOYOb IIOWMaeTe». — CKa3ajl OH [IpOTroHY.0TPHIBAs ropsdyee
MsCO, KOTOpPOe IIOYTU CTOpeJio, U HaTupas COJIbI0, KOTOPYIO OH [OCTaJl U3 CBOET0 COJISHOTO MeIIodYKa.
«f1 mam eMy OCTBITh, UTOOBI BaM He IIPUIIIIOCH OETUTHCS CO MHOM CBOEM eo¥ B CIIeYIOIINY pas,
KOTTIa BbI YTO-HUOYOb IOWMaeTe». — CKa3ajl OH [IporoHy.

[Toka [I2KOH €J1, OH 3aMeTuJI, YTO COJTHIIE Y2Ke Hayvallo OmycKaThcs B HeOe. "Kak monro g cman?" oH
crpocui. [IporoH XMBIKHYJI, CJIOBHO IBEITAsICh OTBETUTh, 3aTEM MOMHSII I'1a3a K HeOy. Kak Hu
CTpaHHO, [I2KOH MOHS, 4TO [IPOTOH MEITAJICS €My CKa3aTh. Er0 0CTaBUIM CIAaTh OOJIBIIYIO YaCTh [IHS,
yTOORI OHM MOTJIM IIOECTh TIepef 3aKaTOM U JIeTaTh BCI0 HOUb, YTOOR UX HE 3aMETHIIN.

To, 4TO ero 3aMeTUH, 3aCTaBUIO [[2KOHa BOJIHOBaThHCSA. [lepeq U3arHaHUEM eMy yrpoxkKaJjy, 4YTO OH
HUKOTAa He TIOKMHET CeBep, NHaye ero yObIOT CTOPOHHUKY [lefieHepuc, B o0CHOBHOM Cepriii YepBb.
Ecnu ero yBupst, besynpeunsie, [JoTpakuiiiibl ¥ 2Kee3HOPOXKIEHHEIE MOTYT BTOPTHYTHCS JTH0O B
Bectepoc, mubo Ha ceBep, ¥, HECMOTPS Ha TO, YTO [I2K0H OBIT 3071 HAa €r0 U3THAHKUE, OH He XOTeJ HU
TOTO, HU IPYTOro, 0COOEHHO CeBepa, I'me ero Ky3uHa CaHca MmpaBuia Kak Kopoyesa u rae [1KoH
BBIPOC KaK KOpPOJib. pebeHoK. [ToneT HOoubio 03BoIUII 661 UM OecIryMHO no6paThest 1o [JpakoHbETO
Kamus, xoTsa [I2KOH IOHATHS He UMeJl, CKOJIbKO BpeMeHH 3aliMeT TIOJIET U I'le OHU OCTaHOBSTCH,
YTOOBI TTOECTH, TIOMUTDH UK HaKe MMOMOYUTHCS UJIK KaKaTh. EMy 0CcTaBasnioch TOJNBKO HaNESIThCS, YTO
J:[pOI“OH CMOZKET IIPUBEIKHYTH K HOTpGGHOCTHM YeJiOBEeKad, TaK 4TO OH co61/1pan05{ OCTaBUTDH 3Ty 4adCThb
Ha YCMOTpeHUe JpaKOHa, a B Iy4YIlleM Cly4ae — MapaTh aJjIblibl.

B npuHuune, otrpaBuThCA Ha [IpakoHuM KamMeHb Ka3a10Ch XOPOIIer uee, U OH 3HaJl, 4TO y HETO
HeT JPYroro BeI0OOpa, KpoMe KaK OTIIPaBUTHCS Ty[a, €CIU TOJILKO OH CMOXKEeT HaUTH CIIocob
00BSICHUTD, YTO OH X04eT OT [[poroHa, 4YToOH foOpaThcsa Tyma. OH He MOT IIPOCTO MPOJIETEThL Haf
BecTtepocom u 0XKuaTh, YTO OCTAHETCS He3aMe4YeHHEIM, He3aBUCUMO OT BpeMeHU CYyTOK. OHU
cobupanuch OBITE HEMHOTO 00JIee CKPEITHEIMU. [[3KOH TaKKe 3HaJl, YTO He CMOXKET 0CTaBaThCS TaM
[I0JITO, BMECTO 3TOT0 OH co0Mpasicsi 00BICKATh OCTPOB B ITOMCKAaX BCET'0, YTO MOTJIO OBl IPUTONUTLCS,
KHUT 110 BricokoMy BanupuiickoMy 1, BO3MOXKHO, 4ero-HuOy/Ib, YTO OCTaJI0Ch OT IIOBEIUTENEH
IPaKOHOB IPEeBHOCTU. Pa3yMHas omexkra OJis BEPXOBOY e3[1bl Ha ApakoHe ToXe Oblna Okl Xopolen
uneel, ecau Okl YTO-TO €My IOAXonuso0. Torga UM HyKHO OyIeT Ky[a-TO OTIIPaBUThCS, YTOOH! OH U
Iporox ObLIM IO#ablIe OT KOTTEN TeX, KTO XeJjal eMy CMepTu. MoxKeT ObITh, OH CMOXKET OTKPHITh



miist cebsi HOBOe YyBCTBO CBOOOIHI, Iazke ITO3BOJISAST €My MHOTIa BO3BPAIAThCS, YTOOH! YBUIETh
CBOOOMHEIX JTIOfIeH, KaK TOJIBKO OH IIPUBBIKHET K CBOEMY HOBOMY KOMIIaHbOHY. Bhlsla maxe
BEPOSITHOCTh, UTO OH HAUAET B ICCOCE COBEPIIEHHO HOBYIO XKM3Hb. MOXKeT OBITh, TOAYMAJI OH, EMY
clemyeT mouckaTth Ha [IpakoHbeM KaMHe 4TO-TO IleHHOe, YTOOH MpofiaTh, KOTMa OH moOepeTcs mo0
OJHOTO M3 CBOOOMHBIX TOponoB. Eciu Ol y HEro OBIJIO JOCTATOYHO [eHer, OH MOT Okl 06ecnieunuTh cebe
XOPOIIYI0 KU3Hb, MOKET ObITH, MaXKe CO3[aTh CEMbIO B MeCTe, THe YOOk ¥ KPOBb TaprapueHoB
OoJbIlle HE UMeNTM 3HAYEeHUSI. MOXKeT ObITh, Jaxke UMETh CEMbIO B MeCTe, Tie YOIIOOKY 1 KPOBb
TaprapueHoB 6obllle He UMEIOT 3HAUYEeHUS.MOXKET OBITh, laKe UMETh CEMBIO B MeCTe, I'lie YOTIOOKu 1
KpoBb TaprapueHoB 00JIbIlle HE HMEIOT 3HAUYeHHs.

Kakum OBl 3aMedaTeIbHEIM HU OBIT 3TOT IIJIaH, OH BCE PABHO OIIYINAJICS KaK yhaap MOf ObIX. XOTS U
OB 1IIAHC CHOBA YBUAETh TOPMYH[Ia, OH BCe PaBHO HE CMOT YBUIETh CBOIO HACTOSIIYIO CEMbIO; €r0
OpaT, Koposb BecTtepoca, BRIHYIUBIINY €T0 OTIIPAaBUTLCS B U3rHAHUE, — MJIaflIas cecTpa Apbs,
KOTOpast Obllla CaMbIM CBUPEIHIM U CTPAIITHEIM BOMHOM, KOTOPOTO OH KOTHa-nubo BCTpeyal, XOTsS OHa
IyTeIIeCcTBOBAaIa caMa, TakK YTO, BO3MOXKHO, OH CMOXKET OOHaX Ikl HaTH ee. BoJblile BCcero oH OymeT
CKYyYaTh II0 TOH, C KeM CTaJi O/IiKe BCEro 3a IOC/IeHIe HeCKOIbKO JIET, IT0 CBoel Ky3uHe CaHce.
Br110 11erKo Ha3biBaTh €€ Ky3WHOU M3-3a TOT0, UYTO OHU He JIafU/IU B JEeTCTBE U HUKOTa HEe UMeNIn
POACTBEHHLIX OTHOIIEHU, KaK Y Hero ¢ apyrumMu getbMu Ctapkos. Korma oH u Canca
BOCCOEIMHUINCh, OHU CUUTau ce0s mociegHuMu 13 CTapKoB U CTaId YPe3BhIYalHO 3alUIIATh APYT
npyra.CaHca SBHO x0TeJa, 4ToOHI [[2KOH CHOBa cTasl KoponeM CeBepa, HO 3TO OBIJIO 3alpelieHo 13-3a
YTPO3BI BOMHBI, UCXOMSAIIEH OT ero BparoB. OHM MOTJIH OBl XOPOIIIO IIPAaBUTh BMECTE, XOTSI MOTJIH
BO3HHUKHYTB ITPOOIEMEI, KOTTIa [IeJI0 KacaloCh HaciemHUKOB. OHM Obl UTO-HUOYOL IPUAYMAJH, B 9TOM
II>KOH He COMHEBAJICS, HO ceildac Bce 3TO OBIJI0 HeBaxKHO. DUToH TaprapueH coOupascs yieTeTh Ha
IpPyTro¥ KOHTUHEHT, YTOOBI CTaTh KEM-TO OIPYTUM, CHOBA CcTaTh [[:KoHOM CHOY. OgHAKO TO, B YeM OH
OTYasIHHO HYXK[JaJICs, TaK 3TO MOC/IeNHUY B3I/ Ha AOM JEeTCTBa Iiepef 0The30M, OH IIPOCTO HE
3HaJl, KaK CKa3aTh [IporoHy, 4TOOH TOT IOHSIJI.HO TEIepPh BCe 3TO OBIIIO HEBaXKHO. DUroH Taprapuex
cobuparcs yineTeTh Ha APYTrof KOHTUHEHT, YTOOH CTaTh KEM-TO OPYTHM, CHOBa CTaTh [:koHOM CHOY.
OpHako TO, B YeM OH OTYAsSHHO HYXKIaJICsd, TaK 9TO MOCIeIHUYN B3I/ Ha AOM AETCTBa Iepern
OTHE3[I0M, OH IIPOCTO He 3HaJl, Kak CKa3aTh [IpOToHY, 4TOOH! TOT MOHSI.HO TeIephb BCe 3TO OBII0
HeBaXXHO. JUToH TaprapueH coOupascs yIeTeTh Ha OPYroi KOHTUHEHT, YTOOH CTaTh KEM-TO JAPYTUM,
CHOBa cTaTh [[xKoHOM CHOY. OfHAKO TO, B Y4eM OH OTUYasgHHO HYKJaJICs, TaK 9TO [IOCJIeIHUY B3TJIAN
Ha JOM [IeTCTBa Iepeq OThe3[I0M, OH IMPOCTO He 3HaJl, KaK CKa3aTh [IPOroHY, YTOOHI TOT MOHSIII.

Kak Tompko [I3XK0H momyMan o Buntepdernie u o TOM, Kak paccka3aTh 00 3ToM [IporoHy, OpakoH
pacmIpaBuil KPeUIhs. [I2KOH IIOCMOTPEIT Ha HET0 B 3aMellIaTeIbCTBe. — THl IOHUMAEIIb, 0 YeM S
IyMaw? — CIIPOCHJI OH, HO IPAKOH HUYEro He MOT OTBETHUTh, KPOMe KaK IOATONIKHYB [I3KOHA CBOUM
KPHIJIOM, KakK OyaTo ToBOPST eMy B30HMpaThCsS HaBepX. [[2KOH BUeN, KakK [IPoroH chenan 9To ans [eHu,
KOTZla OHa [0JI?KHa Obllla 3a0paThCsl eMy Ha CIIMHY, TI03TOMY OH coOpajl CBOU BEIIM ¥ KPEIKO
IIPUBSI3all UX K cebe, Mpexye 4eM B300paThCs Ha CIUHY [IPOroHa U yIeTeTh B HE6O.

Ha aToT pa3 [IporoH neTes Ha oro-3amnap u OvicTpee. [[KOHY ObIIO TPYOHO yHep&KaThCs, HO OH OBII
yBepeH, 4To [IporoH moiMaeT ero, ecinu oH ynageT. OH OblI yBEPEH, UYTO HUKOTa paHbllle He BUTET,
yTOOBI JPAKOHHI [[eHH JeTanu Tak ObICTPO, 3TO OBIJIO TOBOJILHO IyTa0Ie, HO B TO XKe BpeMs U
BooAyIeBsiome. KakuMm Obl HU ObUT IyTaH [IpOTOHA, OH HAMIPABJISJICS K CTEHE U BCKOPE BHIIIEN 3a ee
npenentl. [IppMepHO Yepe3 TPH 4aca mojeTa [IporoH 3aMefIuics ¥ IojieTen mog obnakamu. B mone
3peHus MOSBUIICS 3aMOK, B KOTOpOM [I2KOH cpa3y y3Han Buntepdenn. OH yBumes, 9YTO B KOMHATaxX
CaHCBI TOPHUT CBET, U K TOPJTY MOACTYNUT KOM. BHe3amHo [IporoH 3aBu3Kait, HO mis [[KOHA 3TO GBIIO
OorblIe T0X0Ke Ha BOIUIh ITeYay, OTPaXKarouui ero CoOCTBEHHbIe YyBCTBA. MemneHHO [Iporox
TIOTHSIJICS B BO3MYX, HO He paHbIle, yeM [[2KOH YBUOE JTUI0, BHTIISABBaOIIee U3 OKHA CaHCH U
cMoTpsitee B He00.OH 3agaBajicst BOIIPOCOM, BUfIela i OHa ero. Cje3a CKaTUIIach 1o Ieke [[KOoHa,
1 OH OO0JIbIIIE HE MOT CMOTPETh Ha 3aMOK, 3Has, UTO, IT0 BCEH BEPOSITHOCTH, 3TO OyIOET MOCTeTHUN



pa3, Korfa oH yBUOUT ero u CaHCy.

I poroH mMo4YyBCTBOBa/I HaCTpoeHue [I;KOHa U MOOHSJICS B HEO0 cpefgu 0071aKOB B KOMIIAHUY TOJIBKO
3Be3n. OHU JIeTe/IM Ha I0T0-BOCTOK 00jiee HEeTOPOIIIUBEIM IIIaroM, TeMHOe He6o Baieke MeIeHHO
CTAHOBHJIOCH 6ATPOBHIM. [IPOTOH OMyCTHIICS HUKe 0071aK0B, ¥ [[2KOH yBUMEN mepen co6oit Mope.
Bau3y 0511 3aMOK 1 HEOOBINION Tropof. ITo Obiyia He YauT-XapOop, T03TOMY OH ITOA03PEeBas, 4YTO 3TO
Mor OBITH PaMcreiT.

Briiigs B Mope, [IpOTOH IIPOAOJIXKHUIL TI0JIET, HAIIPaBJIgsaCh Ha BOCTOK ellle Ha 4ac, IIpexae 4eM
HHIPHYTh BHU3 K MOPIO, BCTPSIXHYB [[2KOHA, KOTOPHIM HayMHa 3ackinaTh. OH MOHATHS HEe UMeJl, TTe
OHMU TIPU3EMJIATCS ¥ KaK OyAyT OTABIXaTh. [I2KOH fake He 3HaJI, CKOJIbKO CHA HY2>KHO IpaKOHY, HO BCe,
YTO OH MOT CHeJaTh, 9TO IIOBEPUTH B TEIIOE YellyihdaToe CYIIEeCTBO MO HUM.

[>KOHY He CTOUJIO BOJIHOBAThCH, y [IporoHa HaBepHsIKa OBUI IIJIaH C caMOro Hadana. Korma oHu
pyxuaynu ¢ HeOa, [I2KOH 3aMeTHI TO, YTO CHadaJla BHITJIENI0 KaK KPOLIeYHbI KaMeHb, TOpYalui u3
Mmopsi. Korpma oHu mopomu 611XKe, CTajo 04eBUIHO, YTO 3TO OB OCTPOBOK, JOCTATOYHO OOJIBIION,
4yTOOBI OHY BIBOEM MOTJIM OTHOXHYTH BHE ITOJIS 3pEHUS JII000Tr0, KTO OCMeNuics Obl TOCMOTPeTh. OHU
HaXOOUJIKCH ajleKo OT I'JIaBHHIX CyNOXOOHEBIX TyTeH, X0Ts He UCKIII0UEHO, YTO MUMO IIPOILIbIBET
NUPaTCKui Kopabib UK MOIIeHHUYeCKas JIOAKa, HO 3TO MaJIoBEPOSITHO.

Ha ocTpoBKke OBIJI0 HE TaK MHOTO MECTa, HO TaM HaIJIOCh MecTo mis [IkKoHa, [IporoHa, Koctpa u
MecCTa, I7ie MOXKHO OBITo puineyds. [Tocie Toro, Kak [I2KOH COCKOJIb3HYJI CO CIIMHHBI [JpOTOHA, OH
BBITSIHYJI PYKU U HOTHM ¥ CXBaTHUJ CBI3aHHBIE IPOBa CO CIIMHEI IPAaKOHa, YTOOH pa3:keyb OTOHbL. Kak
TOJIbKO JIPOTOH OBIIT pa3rpyKeH, OH CHOBA MOMHSAIICS B He60, ocTaBuB [IKoHa ogHOTO. He 3Has, Kyma
mencs [IpoToH, OH PEeIInsI, YTO cerlyac caMoe MOAXomsiiee BpeMs 0071eTYUThCS B YeAUHEHUH, Jaxe
ecny 970 OyeT TOJIbKO IIOMOYHUTECS B Mope. OH TOJIBKO YTO CHOBA IpuBes ce0s B Ipe3eHTa0e IbHbIN
BU[, Kak [IpOroH CHOBa MOSBHUJICS C YEM-TO, IOX0KMM Ha OTPOMHOI'0 MEPTBOTO TIOJIeHS BO PTy. OH
YPOHUJI KUBOTHOE U CXKET €Tro, IIpeXkfe 4eM IPOrJIOTUTh LeJTUKOM. 3aTeM [[POroH jier, CBEPHYJICS
KaJlaYMKOM BOKDPYT IepeBa U IMyCTUJ Ha HEero UCKPY, YTOOH pa3keub HEOOMbIION OoroHb. OH 3aKpPHII
r7a3a ¥ 4epe3 HeCKOJIbKO CeKYHJ CTajl M3[aBaTh TUXHE XPIOKalolre 3BYKHU.[[:KOHY oTpeboBaiachk
MUHYTa, YTOOHI MOHSTE, YTO [IPOTOH y2Ke KPEIKO CIIUT U XPanuT. [[2KOH MOHSJI, C KaKOM CKOPOCTHIO
neten [IporoH, 4ToOH HocTaBuTh [[2kK0Ha B BunTepdenn BoBpeMsi, 4ToOH yBUOETH, Kak CaHca,
IOJKHO OBITH, UCTOLIMIA OpakKoHa. OH yIBIOHYICS PO ce0s ¥ JIeT PSOOM C KPhIJIaTHIM 3BEPEM,
Ipexpe 4eM caM KpPelKo YCHYJI, MedTas 0 3UMHUX P03ax U TEIJIOM OTHe.
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