¢ CIOKOMHO OTBETHII:

— 4 mén mo TBoeMy creqy.

— Torpga moueMy THI IipecienoBan MeHs? 4 gaxe cracna Tebs!..
— YTo THI MMeelllb B BUAY, OHH? THI criaciia yejgoBeka?

B3rnsagsl opyrux mofel, KOTopble CMOTPEN Ha MeHs HalpsSIKEHHBIMU TJla3aMH, TIePeMeCTHUINCh Ha
Heeé.

— O-9, HET, 3TO He TO...

Ona 3anaHUKOBaja ¥ 3aMaxajla pyKaMH.

[IIyM cTaHOBUIICSI BCE TPOMYE U IPOMYE, HO MBI YCIIBIIIANY 3BYK U3HYTPHU TELIEPHI.
— Bce, 3amomuure!

Bue3amnHo Ha HUX OIIyCTHUJIaCh TUINWHA.

YeloBeK, BHIIIEIINH U3 TeePhl, OB CTAPUKOM KPEIKOI0 TeI0CI0KeHus. C CHHUMH BOJIOCAMU U
6opomoi.

CrapuK, KOTOPHIU ITPOILIENT MUMO OCTAJIbHBIX U BHIIIEN BIEPEN, BCTPETUIICS CO MHOM B3TJISIOM.
[Vp. 87]

...BJIM30K K I€BIHOCTOMY YPOBHIO.

OH cTapocTa 3TOTr0 MjIeMeHu?

X0oTs nneMs MOpCKOfI BOOEBI POXKOAJIOCE C HOBOJIBHO CUJIbHOM CKJIOHHOCTBIO K MarndeCKuM
CHOCO6HOCTHM, 9TO YXKe OBLTT OUEHb BEICOKHUI YDPOBEHL, IdXKe €CIIN Y4eCThb 3TO.

¢ CKpBIT CBOE YOMBIIEHNE BHYTPHU U TUXO Meperysnyncs. ['ma3a ctapuka ObUn riyO00KH, KakK MOpeE.
CTapuk, KOTOPHIH MMPUCTAIbHO CMOTPEN Ha MEHS, HEMEJIEHHO PaCX0X0TaJICS ¥ OTKPHLI POT.

— Xe-xe, 9T0 npaBga. [lymaro, Tel HEHOPMaJIbHBEIM YeJI0BEK.

— CkaxuTe MHe, 3a4eM BBl IPUIIK ciofa. [Toxoxke, y Bac yxke Obiyia HeOobIast BCTpeya ¢ Moe
BHYYKOU.

CTapuk B3TrJISIHYI Ha XKEeHIIUHY.

OHa TUXOHBKO B3[I0XHYyJla U Il04Yecasa B 3aThIIKe.
4 mocMOoTpen Ha HUX OBOUX U CIIPOCHIT:

— BeI cTapocra atoro mieMmenu, Cap?

Korpma s ckazan 370, TO IIOYYBCTBOBAII cebst HeJIOBKO.



HOTOMY YTO 3TO OBITIO ImepBoe IIOYETHOE CJIOBO, KOTOpoOE s y'l'IOTpeﬁI/IJ'I IIOoCJIe TOTrO, KaK 3aBJIagell
9THUM TEJIOM.

Ho cefiuac MHe HYKHO OBIJTO KOE-YTO CIIPOCHUTS, ¥ 5 OBIJT TeM, KTO BHE3AITHO MIPUIIENT CI0Ha, TO3TOMY
I MOJIZKeH OBLLI OLITH BEXKJIMBLIM.

CTapuK KMBHYJI Ha MOU BOIIPOC.
— BepHo.

— YV MeHs HEeT HaMepeHUs IPUYUHATL BaM Bpef. A 3[ech TOJBKO I TOT0, YTOOHI IIOTIPOCUTD 3Ty
JKEeHIHY 00 0fI0TKEeHUH.

Ona nolimasna MOU B3IJISI[ U [IONBITANaCh CHOBA 3aKpUYaTh C CEPOUTHIM BEIpaXKEHUEM JIUIA.
— Xoi, 51 yXKe cKazaja Tebe, 4TO He 3HaIO!

— IIpekpatu, JHH.

CrapocTa OCTaHOBUJI €€ U CHOBa 06paTuscs Ko MHe.

— He xotute nu Boutu? ECnu BB XOTUTE IOTOBOPUTS, S IPEOJIOKY BaM YaIlIKy 4das.

4 KUBHYIIL.

Crapuk ynbIOHYJICS ¥ TTIOBEPHYJICS 00paTHO B Ielnepy, Kak Obl IIpUTiialias cliefoBaTh 3a Co60.
f mocMoTpen Ha ero CIUHY U HaXMypuI OpPOBH.

...Pana.

[ToToMy 4TO, TOX0XKe, Y HETO OBLI JOBOJIBHO OOJNBIION IIpaM Ha CIIMHE.

Panbl Ot 06paboTaHbl, ¥ MOX0XKKeE Ha TPaBhI MIACTHIPU ObLIY CKIIEEHH.

— X9, ecnu THl UOEIIL, 3aX0NU CKOpPee.

KenmuHa, KOTOpas CMOTpejia Ha MeHS He[IOBOJIbHLIM B3TJISIAOM, yKa3ajla Mog00pogKOM.

YT0 XK, K CYaCThI0, I0X0XKE, OHK COOMPaINCh OTHOCUTHCS KO MHE KaK K I'OCTIO, TaK 4TO 3aufy
BHYTPE.

% Xk 3k
Korga Mbl BOLIUTM B CAMyI0 COKPOBEHHYIO YaCTh Ielllephl, II0SBAIIOCH IIPOCTOE ITPOCTPAHCTRO.

Ha cupenne Oblia TpaBa, a BOKPYT KocTpa Oblu coOpaHbl M pa30poCcaHbl Takue IIPeAMeTH, KakK priObu
KOCTH.

— [IpocTo HanguTe NOOXOOAIIee MECTO U CSATbTE.
[Toka MbI ¢ Amiep Konebanuck, Kyfa CecThb, CTapoCcTa CKasa 3To.

HTak, KaK OH ¥ CKa3all, Mbl IIPOCTO CeJIK Hayrapm.



YesmoBek, KOTOPHIH ITEPBHIM IIOAa Yall CTapOCTe ¥ IMOCTABUII YAIIKY ITepefio MHOM, ITPUCTAIbHO
TIOCMOTPEJ Ha MeHs, TIpexX[e YeM YUTH.

CT&pOCTa IIPUKYCHUII A3LIK U IIOOHAII YalllKy.

— Iloxanyi#icTa, moimMute. M3-3a TOro, 4TO HEIABHO MTPOU3OIIIIO, BCE HACTPOEHH! BpaxkaeOHO 110
OTHOIIIEHHUIO K JTIOISIM.

2KeH1uHa, KoTopas CHesa Ha KOPTOYKAX B YIJIY ¥ TOXKE CMOTpeJa Ha MeHsI, CKa3asa.
— ¢ HeHaBU[eNa IIOfel C caMoro Hayasa, JeaylIKa.
— CnuIKoOM IIyMHO, eBOYKa.

— Hert, mocMOTpH Ha 3Ty HarIyio TBaph. A Oblya TOM, KTO CIIac ero OT TOro, YTOOBI CTaTh KOPMOM [JIST
peI0 paHee. Ho, XOTs 51 cKa3aja eMy He CJieloBaTh 3a MHOM, OH ITPOJIOIXKaJl peciaenoBaTh MEHS BCIO
nopory copa. He 3uas Huuero.

CrapocTa HaKJIOHHUJI T'OJIOBY B €€ CTOPOHY U CIIPOCHUJI, KakK OYATO He TIOHKUMAaJl.
— TwI cka3zaja, YTo cracja TOro 4ejoBeKa?

— Bcé BepHO!

— BaMm geicTBUTENTEHO IIOMOTIAa MOST BHYYKa?

OH OTBET B3TIISIO ¥ CHOBA CIIPOCUIT MEHS.

4 mokauar rojioBOu.

— 370 OBITIO TPOCTO 6ECCMEICTIEHHOE BMEIIATETBCTBO.

— Hy, Torga nmapso.

— Her, auyero ce6e! Kakoi 6eCCTHIOHUK!..

CTapuK IPOUTHOPUPOBAJ 3TO U MPOAOJIKUIL.

— Mos BHYYKa, KaXXeTCsl, YTO-TO HEIPaBUJILHO MOHSIA, II09TOMY, TI0XKaIyicTa, He obpalaiiTe Ha 3TO
BHUMaHUS. XOTS Yy He€ TpyOLI A3bIK, Y He€ 100poe cepflle, Tak YTO, BEPOSITHO, OHA CHeJlaia 3TO He C
TJIOXMMY HAaMEPEHUSIMHU.

Kak MHOTO 3TOT CTapuK 3Haj 000 MHeE?

qa KHUBHYII TOJIOBOM, TISIAS Ha KPHUYaIlyI0 XKEHIMUHY C JIMIOM, T'OTOBEIM YMEPETHL OT
HeCIIpaBeaJInBOCTH.

— B mo6oM ciydae, s1 X049y IIONPOCUTH BaIlly BHYUKY 00 OLOJIKEHUM. ..

— X3H, TH coOOUpaeNIbCs MIOMPOCUTL MEHS IT0Ka3aTh Tebe MECTO, 0 KOTOPOM ThI CIIpAIlIMBall MEHS
paHee?

— [a.

— 4 Hu4ero He CKaXy TAKOMY HAT'JIOMY YGHIOI[KY, KadK ThI, — CKa3adJld OHa4, BEICYHYB S3bIK.



— Bonemmoe Tebe cnacubo, 4To criac MeHs paHbie. {1 omno3gan nobaarofgapuTs Te05.
— ...Tw1 pymaems, s gypa?! d HuKorga Tebe He CKaxXy, TakK UYTO K YEPTY 9TO!

Bcé He Tak mpocTo.

¢ mokayars rojoBoi ¥ CHOBA IIEPEBENT B3TJISAM Ha CTAPOCTY.

TaiiHa TalHOI, HO Y MeHs TOXe OBLI K HEMY BOIIPOC.

— Kcratu, 5 3HaI, 4TO JIIOOM MOPCKOM BOOHI KUJIK Ha Oepery Mopsi, HO BBl C CAaMOT0 Havyasla XUJIX B
3TOM 03epe?

[Tpu 5TOM BOIIPOCE UX NKIla MTHOBEHHO CJIETKa IIOTEMHEIH.

CrapocTa mokavaj roja0BO.

— Her. [IpssMo ce#yac MBI IPOCTO OCTAEMCS TYT Ha HEKOTOPOE BPeEMSI.
Kaszanoch, 1 MHTYUTUBHO TIOHUMaAJI, B Y4EM JETIO.

— 3TO0 u3-3a paHH Ha CIuHe?

— Bepmno. IIpoiio [oBOIbHO MHOTO BpEMEHU, HO BOCCTAaHOBJIEHUE UIET MEMJIEHHO, II03TOMY BCE I10-
IpexKHEMY TaK.

— Mory s crpocuTsh, KakK 3TO IPOU30LLIO?

Y4yuThIBast €ro ypoBeHb, OH He OBbIJT HACTOJIBKO CJ1ab, YTOOHI IMOOBEPTHYTHCS HAIAIeHUIO CO CTOPOHEI
KOr'o OBI TO HU OBLJIO.

— V MmeHs OblT KOHGIUKT C TAaKUM Y€JI0BEKOM, KaK Thl, — CTAPOCTA OTBETHJI C TOPHKOM YITBIOKOM.
— Ecnu 3T0 4enoBek...

— Ou moryuiecTBeHHbIHM Mar. OH Ha3bklBal ce0s rJIaBHEIM MaroM MMmepaTopckoi cemby CaHTeH.
— Yro?..

[TosiBuncs COBEPIIIEHHO HEOXWOAHHBLIN YeI0BeK, TaK YTO MOU Triia3a PaCIInpuiInCe.
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