- Kxa-kxa! - moxwunas xKeHIIMHa, CUOAIIAs Ha BEICOKOM, Pe3HOM TPOHE, BOPYT COTHYJIACh IIOIIOJIaM OT
CHUIbHEUIIIETO IIPUCTYIIa KalllJId.

- ocoxka! - cinyra KuHyJICS K Hell, HO Yepe3 MTHOBeHUe OblT 0TOPOIIEH HEBUAMMOM BOJTHOM.
[TpoKaTUBIIKCH 10 MOJIy HECKOJIHLKO METPOB, OH CUJIBHO YOApuJiica o cTeHy. Ho Bce XKe, HeCMOTpS Ha
0071b, TEP3ABIIYIO TEJIO, MyKUKMHA IOMBITANCT IOOHATLCS. Ho, Korma yBUOEN Ty, YTO celdac CTosIa
PSOOM C KEHITUHOM, MBICTIU O TIOTIBITKE TOJOUTH K TOCIIOXKEe IMUINY - PAa30M HCUYE3JIH.

- Cectpa! - ppIK€eBOJIOCOE UYMO0, C KPAaCHBIMU, CIIOBHO PYyOMHEI 3padykKaMy CKJIOHUJIOCH Hafl CTAPYIIKOM.
- Cectpal! Ilpomy! TToxanyticra! IIpuMmu nekapctBo! Thl BeOb YMpEIIb!

OH HUKOTTIa He BUIeJ, YTOOH 3TO YyJOBHIIE BOOOIIE ITPOSBIAI0 aMouu. OHa C KaMEHHBIM
BBIpaXkKeHMEM Julla yousa 6osblile gBafuaT 4eaoBek! A ceiiyac... Y Hero He OBIJIO CJIOB YTOORI
HOPMAJTbHO OTHMCATh 3Ty CUTyaluio0. M3 9Tux pyOMHOBHIX I'JIa3 IPafioM KaTUIUCh CIE3b. U TOH,
KOTOPBIM PBIZKEBOJIOCAST TOBOPHJIA, OB HE MTOBEIUTEIBLHEIM, @ CKOPEe - YMOJISIOIIHM. ..

- Hy u ut0?! Kakoe 1mpaBo 51 BOOOIIe MMEI0 XKUTh!? - XOTb €€ U Tep3a/u IPOCTHBIE IIPUCTYIIHI Kalllyd,
cTapyxa BCE ellle TIbITajlach fepXKaTh CIIUHY IpsMo - XBaTuT! Youpatics! ITouemy T BOPYT pelIuna
1103a00THUTHCS 0 MOEM 3[I0POBbe ceryac?! Trl Bcerga HeHaBUela MeHs! - BHIKpUKHYJIa CTapyIIKa,
OTTOJIKHYB MPUIIEHILY.

ThIMIb!!! ThIMIb!!! THIIIb!!!

['poMKwMI 3BYK MOIIEYUH PA3HECCS 110 TPOHHOMY 3aIy.

- [TPUINU B CEBA MPA3b! Thl ITOJOBIXAEID, KAK CTAPA{A IIMTABKA B KAHABE! - 3aBu3xaina Ha
BECh 3aJI TOCTh4.

KaxerTcst, 3Tu CJIoBa CJieTKa IIPUBEJIH B YYBCTBO CTAPYIIKY.

- 3Haes, cecTpa... A Befib THI IIpaBa. f BCe ellle KOe-4TO MOTY! - cTapyxa MOTHYJa rojoBou. - Ho He
Te0Oe yKa3elBaTh MHE, yMUPaTh, WU HET!

Yepe3 MrHOBEHME PHIKEBOJIOCAs yYKe IIpoTapaHuiia CIMHOU CTeHy 3aibl. OHa ImocTapasach
TIOHSITHCS, HO Ha €€ TOPJIO CTyIMIa Hora OMunuu. [I:Koi Jaxe 3aMeTUTh He YCIIell, Kak 9Ta Apsaxiias
JKeHIIMHA [Ipofesiana CTOJIb OTPSCAIOIN TPIOK.

IuKkasi, TepBOpPOHAas CUia, MPUOaBUiia PHI2KEBOJIOCYI0 OYHTAPKY K 1Moy. COMpPOTUBIISITLCS OBIIO
6ecCMBICIIEHHO, Beb CTapyIllKa, KOTopas, pa3Be 4To, KOMapa MOIa yOuTh, ceiiuac BHTIIgAeNa 0o
CTPAHHOCTU MOTYIIIECTBEHHO.

- 4 cama BriOpasia cMepTh! ThI He B IIpaBe MelaTh MHe! - 9T0 OBIJIO CKa3aHo mernotToM. Ho B ymax
KpacCHOIJIa301 3TO MPO3By4Yaso CJI0BHO pacKaT rpoMa.



- CooxHyTh X04elb, TBaph?! {1 ke Tebs Bockpemty! Bce 3yOnl Ha BhIOMBaHUe fgao! 4 Bockpelny Tels u
npukoHuy! ThI, CBO-KXJT4! - BUIUMO, OHa COOMpPanach JOTOBOPUTE, HO T'OJIOC MTEePeLIesT B XPHUIL.

Hora Smunuu eire cuibHee Haxajla Ha TOpJIo XKepTBHL. Iocbimancs Nerkuil XpycT, u OeqHLIN CITyTa,
Ha0II0aBIIN 3a MPOUCXOMSIINM, C Y2KacoM 0CO3HAJI, YTO ero rocroxka TOJIbKO 4To yOusa dyeloBeka.
Iaxe He yenoBeka! OHa yOUI0 HEYTO, Yel UK YaCTEHbKO He [aBajl eMy YCHYTh, IOSBISASACH B
HOYHBIX KOIIIMapax. JTa OpsxJias CTapyllKa, ellé HeCKOJIbKO JIeT Ha3ayl ORIBIIAst BCETO JIUIIh
JKEHIIWHOW, KaXk[blii eHb CTapeBIllas Ha I'la3ax...

Ona 6rina mobpa K mpucnyre. M Hukorma He TpeboBaja 0T OKPYKAIOIIXUX BHITONMHATE 0053aHHOCTH UM
He MpefHa3HauYeHHbIe. Kak-TO pa3 OH 3aCTall TOCIOXKY IMUIIHIO Ha KyXHe, KOTOa OHa, TUXOHBKO
HareBas cebe IOM HOC - MblJIa TIOCYAY, KOTOPYIO IPUHECTN U3 Tpane3Hoi. [103:ke OH BEISICHUI, YTO
TOCII0Ka IMUIHS JIMYHO 0TO3BAJIA BCIO MPUCIIYTY U3 KyXHU, HaOkl COTBOPUTE CHE HEHCTBO.

OTa KapTHHA HUKAK He Bsi3ajlach B I'OJIOBE CIIYTH C 00pa30M TOM CaMOi XKEeHITUHEI, YTO BCETaa
OecmpuCTPACTHO OTHABAJIa IPUKA3bl OKPYKAIOIIUM e€ moasaM. EMy maxke JOBOOHUIIOCH
IIPUCYTCTBOBATD PSIOM, B T€ MOMEHTHI, KOTIa TOCIIOXKa Pelllaja - XKUTh UK YMepPeTh HEKOTOPBIM
JIIOMSIM.

3a BCe TO[IbI, YTO OH CIIYZKHJ 3TOMY IOMY, IIapeHb, a HEIHE yKe MYyXK4HHa, YCIell YBUIEeTh MHOXKECTBO
ctpanHOCTel... Ho ero xo3siika Bcerga Oblyia JoOpomeTeIbHa M HUKOTIa Jake Toj0ca He MOBHIIIaa.
A ceitgac Bce 6b110 o-mpyromy. OH faxKe He MOHSII, YTO CIYYUIIOCE...

B cnepyoliee MTHOBeHMe DMUIKS CHOBA ITOKAYHYJIaCh, €IBa He yIasa Ha moj. [0, MeTHYBIIUCh
BIIE€PE]], TI0MMaJl CBOIO TOCIIOXKY.

- Cnacubo... - mpoxpurena oHa. - KaxeTcsi, BCKOpe KO MHe IIPUMIET cTapyxa ¢ Kocoi. Ho s pafia, 4To y
3TOTO Hapofa elre ecTh Oymyliee.

- Hy u cuna, TH, cecTpeHKa... HeT, IpocTu, TH He IICUHA... [ICMHa - 3TO Hallla MaAIleHbKas. .. -
IIPOXPUIIETT TPYII, JIeKAIUM Ha Moy. - BoT Tak, 3anpocTo yOuBaTh POOHYIO CECTPY! - TSXKEIO [AbIIa
He3HaKOMKa BCTaJjla C 110jla U Pe3KUM YAapoM II0 TopJy BepHYyJa ce6e BO3MOXKHOCTh HOPMaJIbHO
IBIIATS.

IX0H yCTaBUIICS Ha PBHIKEBOJIOCYI0, HO He YCIIe HUYero 3aMeTHTh.

BIIBIII! !

Myx4rHa gymar, 94TO OH B CBOeU XKU3HU BUTEII BCE, @ €CNIU U HEeT, To MHoroe. Ho ceitgac - Teno ero
TOCII0XKY, TOJIBKO YTO CTOSBIIEH PAmoM, OBIJIO ITOC/IaHO B IIOJIET MOTYYHUM yIapOM MaJeHbKOT0
KyJlayKa KpacHOT1a301 "CeCcTphl".

W, TpuXKOE IePEeBEPHYBIIKNCH BO3AYXE, C XKYTKUM TPECKOM pa3jioMao MPaMOpPHYIO KOJIOHHY.



- BcraBaii, Mpa3ss! - ieByIIKa yCTaBUIaCh Ha CECTPY KPOBOXKAOHBIM B3TrIAmOM. - OT TaKOTO TH HE
nopoxHelns! Cenyac 51 Hay4y Te...

BYBYX!

['POMBIXHYJIO TaK, YTO yIapHas BOHa 0T6pocuia 6emHoro [I3Kos MOYTH Ha HOJIOECSITKA METPOB.
[TpOKaTHUBINKCH TI0 IOy, OH KECTKO IIPUJIOKUIICS CIIMHOM O TIOOHOXKMUE TPOHA. B 3aTyMaHeHHOM
00/IbI0 MO3TY BCIIBIXHYJIA MBICIIb ITOIIBITATHCS 3AIUTUTE TOCIIOXKY OMuUnuio... Ho aTo HamepeHue
paccesnoch, Kak TOJIbKO OH YBUJEJ [ABYX XKeHINWH, CTOSIIUX APYT Ha IPOTUB Apyra. A BepHee -
JKEHIIUHY U CTapyIIKY.

OHu maxe Ha JTIOOeH IM0X0XKHU He Obly. JTO OBIIH OBa TOJIOMHBIX 3BEps. Y KaXKIoW Ha rOJIoBe
TOPYKOM CTaJlH YIIIY, a 3a CIIMHAMU IOSBUJIACH XBOCTHL. HO MPOOINIoCs 3TO BUOEeHNE BCETO Iapy
MraoBeHui. Korpa JI3K0i MOPTHYJ, TO BCE BHOBb BEPHYJIOCH HA KPYT'H CBOSI...

U Bce xke... Ctapocts?! [la He cMemuTe! [Iepen Cayrou CTOSAIU OBe MOJIOOBIX AEBYILUKHY, OOHA U3
KOTOPHIX - OblyIa ero rocmoxoi... Ho cefiuac eé 6emocHeKHbEIe BOJIOCH, HECKOJIBKO CEKYH]I Ha3af
ObIBIIIME [JIMHOM M0 IIJIeY, BRIPOCIH, HadaB CTeIUThCA 1o mony. CTapyxa Mcuesna, CTaB IPeKpacHON
MOJIOZOM [I€BOM, OT CO3€epLaHUs BHELIHETO BUa KOTOPOU, Y MyKYKHEI 3aXBaTUJIO OyX...

- T'...rocmoxa... - BbIgaBuI U3 cebs clyra, HO He YCIes CKa3aTh HU4ero 6oJee.

MenbKHYIa BCIBIIIKA, U €1lle OAWH TPOMOBOY pacKkaT IIOTPSIC 3aMOK [0 ocHoBaHUS. OH Jaxe He
IIOHSJI, YTO IIPOU30III0, HO KPaCHOTIa3as rOCThsl B MTHOBEHUE OKa JINIIUIAch 00euX pyK. XJILIHYIIO0
nBa GoHTaHa KPOBY, HO, BUOUMO, 9TO Bo0OOIIe He 6€CIIOKOMIIO 3Ty PhiXKyi0 OanamyTKy. Crerka
IIOOHAIPATIINCH, OHA KaKMM-TO CTPaHHBIM CITI0COO0M CMOTIJIa OCTaHOBUThH KPOBOTEUeHMe. A caMa
1I0Tepsl KOHEYHOCTE!, BULKMO, COBEPIIEHHO HUKAK He IOBIUsJa Ha e€ cocTosHe. KpacHornasas
IVKapKa JIUIIb YCMEXHYJIach TOM CaMOU AbSIBOJIbCKOM YCMEIIKOM, KOTOPYIO [I2K0# BULEN B TY
37I0TIO/IYYHYI0 HOYb, KOTa ITPOJINBAINCh PEKU KPOBH.

- Hakone1-1o... Thl BCIIOMHHUIIA CBOIO UCTUHHYIO CYIIHOCTh. M0d TyIlasd cecTpa pellusia II0Ka3aTh
KnblKu! Pa3Be cMory g cToATh criokoiHo?! [laBaii xke! [TopBu MeHs Ha Kycku! Pacnorpormu!
BricBoGOMM 37I0CTh, YTO THI KOIKJIA BCe 3TH rofel!!! - B3BU3THYyIa phlxKeBonocas. M TyT...

- Her, - mocnegoBan MATKUM OTBET. - 51 He HoCTaB0 Te0e TaKOT0 yIOBOIbLCTBUS. HU TH, HU TBOE
JIeKapCTBO MHe He HyXkKHH. YOupatics! 1 Gosblie He TTOKa3bIBalCs Tepefo MHOM, eCITA He X04elllb
TIOTEPSATH HE TOJIBKO PYKH, HO U roioBy! beccMmepTue - TBoE npokinsatre. Ho Korga-HuOyab, OHO
CBITpaeT ¢ TOOOU 3MIyI0 My TKY!

[Tepepn rna3amMu YOUBJIEHHOT'O CBEPX BCSIKOM MePHI CIIYTH, TpeKpacHas AeBYyIIKa C OINHHBIMU
BOJIOCAMM CHOBa Hauaja IIpeBpallaThCs B CTApylo KeHIIKUHY... Yepe3 HECKOJIBKO CeKyH, [[Kou
CHOBA yBUJIEJ Ty CaMyI0 I'OCIIOXKY IMUJINI0, KOTOPOM CITyKUJ TaK MHOTO JIET.

Bomoch AJEBYIIIKH OIlaJii, CTaB CHOBA KOPOTKHMHU. HperaCHOG BHUOEHHE MCY€E3JI0, CJIOBHO €TI0 1 He



OBLIIO.

- ThI-bI-bI! - B3peBena peIKEBOJIOCAS, ¥ PHIBKOM CKJIOHMIIACh, CXBATUB 3y0aMu OfHY U3 OTPYOIeHHBIX
PYK, IIOTIBITANIach IPUIaguTh €€ Ha MecTo. OmHaKO0, IMUTIKS IT0Ka4asla roJI0BOM, CJIOBHO Obl OTBEpras
3Ty UAEH.

- [IeITaThCS YTO-TO cHemnaTh ¢ 3GupHLEIM TesoM? He cmeru, Pokcu... Tel ceiiyac B MOel BIACTHU. THI
yxe 3abbita? [19Th MeTpoB... Kak Obl CHIbHA TH He Obl/a - B 3TOM 30HE X035IMKOI 0CTaHYCh 4... [lake
¢ 6eccMepTHEM - TH HE CMOXKeIb OOenTh. YX0au. U Tak CIUIIKOM YacTo TyT IOSBIsgelnbcs. 1
O4YeHb Ipotury - mpucMoTpu 3a Cypu. Korga g yMpy, v He€ ocTaHelbcs MUilb TH U [lapuoH...

- U, pedo ybymada! Xren dede bodaduii! - prikHyna PokconanHa, MEITasACh IPUTaAUTh PYKY Ha
MecTo. OfHaKO, KaK TOJIbKO pereHepanus HauuHasa IelCTBOBATh - OMUIIMS IIPOCTO CHOBa pyOuiia
CpacCTaloIIyIoCs TII0Th.

- [Ipekparty, cectpa... {1 ceiyac ¥ TPEX NPOLEHTOB CUJIBl UCIOIb30BaTh He MOT'y, HO JaXe Tak - Th
BeOb He IyMaellb MeHsl youBaTs? TEH He [JIs TOTO Tepliejia BCe 3TH IBITKU Y PesieHno, 4TOOH BOT Tak,
3a 3[I0POBO KUBEIIb, IONLITATLCS IPUKOHYUTE TY, YTO X0Tela cnacTy. Hamerocs, OH He neTancs Te6s
M3HACUJI0BaTh? X0Ts, JyMalo - HeT. ETo He HHTepeCcyIoT JIOTCKUe yTexu. M Bce Xke.... CTPAIIHO
IIPeJCTaBUTh, YTO CTA0 OBl C 3TUM YeJI0BEKOM, IONPoOyy OH pacIyCTUThL PYKH O0JIbIle, 4YeM
II03BOJIEHO. ..

9TH cnoBa OKa3anuck ¢aTaabHEIM yIapoM. PrikeBojiocas OTKpEIIa POT, ¥ OTpe3aHHas pykKa BHOBb
yIaa Ha IOJI.

- Otkyma TH y3Hana? Kak?! { Brpe3arna Bcex TBOUX IIIIMOHOB II0[ KOpeHb. Hukoro kK cebe He
IIOATIyCKasa... - IpoIllenTana OHa, OTXOOsA Ha HECKOJIBKO 1IaroB Ha3ap.

- Hoporasi... KaxeTcsi, Tl 3a6bia, KTO 5 Takasi? MeHs He 3ps Ha3kiBanu MMnepaTtpulei. {1 3Hai0 BCE
1 000 Bcex. PaboTa y MeHs Oblna Takas. X0Ts, IPU3HAIOCH - JOMa TH YMYOPsach IPOBOPaYMBaTh
CBOM JeNMIIKY TaK, YTO 5 U He 3HaJa...

Tsaxéemoe OeIxaHue POKCOTaHHBEI CMEHUIOCH TUXMMHU CMEIIIKaMu. ‘{epe3 HECKOJIBKO CEKYH]] OHa
HNCTEPHUYIHO pacCMesiacChb.

- Kakas ke g Tymas... Her... [IpaBna Tynas! Uctunnao tynas! Hukorma Obl He mofymMara, YTO ThI
MeHs MOXKelllb nepeurpats! - HakoHel, peixkas Iepecrana CMesiThCsA. - Korfa Tl ero Hajoxuna?

- Yxe MHOro y1eT Ha3aj. Bce ke, 3TH KMHKAJLL - HE IIPOCTO aHTUKBAPHAT. 3a BCIO HCTOPHUIO CBOETO
CYIIIeCTBOBAaHUS OHU 3a0paiu MeCcATKU THICSY XKU3HEeH... M THI lymMara, 4TO 5 BOT TakK, MMOIPOCTY
II03BOJII0 TeOe MMH I10JIb30BaThC?

- Ia... - IpOTsIHy/a PHIKEBOJIOCAasI, ¥ OBUHYJIA IIJIeY0M, BUAUMO XOTEB IT0YecaTh MakKyIKy. Ho



OTCYTCTBUE DYK IIOMEIIIaJI0 CeMy 3aHATUIO. - TYT g IpoKosonack! Ho 1 T Ipecnenosana CBOU LY,
CoHa... Ecnu Obl THI He OBlIa TAaKOW YIIPSMOM OBLIOM, TO HE IPHUILIOCH ObI MpuOeraTh K CTOJb
UOVUOTCKUM METOAM.

- C yero THI PeIluia, YTo s MPECIeNyI0 CBOU IeJIN? - XKEHIIWHA TSIKeJI0 IPOKOBEIISLNIA K KPECIy,
CTOSIIIEMY B YTIIy ¥ yCeJach B HETO.

- 4 He B 00une, yectHo! Ho, a Kak nHaye? Thl HACTOIBKO CUJILHO XOTeJIa YCIIbIIATh TOJI0C HOYEpH,
YTO He IOCTECHSIaCh IPUHECTH MEHS B XKEPTBY, - PhI2KEeB0JIOoCas C ITPYCTHI0 IOCMOTpeIa Ha jexXallue
Ha T0J1y PYKH.

- Hy nagHo, He meperu6aii. [ns Te0s1 He cyiecTByeT gBepeli. Eciu OBl TH X0Tella, YKe TaBHO
cbexasna OFL.

- Xax! - xmpikHy1a Pokcu. - TeOsi cipocuTh 3a0bIIH... - U pacTasiiia B BO3[yXe, CIIOBHO OBl €€ HUKOTa
1 He OBLIO B 9TOM 3a7e.

- [Ix0i1? ¢ To6OM BCE B mopsAaKe? - oOpaTunach MUK K CIyre, KOTOPHIY celiyac MOgHMUMAJICS Ha
HOTH, TIBITAsICh 0CO3HATh YBUAEHHOE U YCIIbIIIIAHHOE.. - Benu BCé 3neck mpubpath U
OTPEMOHTHUPOBATh. A MHE HYKHO OTHOXHYTb.

U cTapymika ycHyIa IPSIMUKOM B Kpeclie.
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