— Xaxaxaxa, — 3BOHKO paccMedsIicda Petigen.

— ITo-TBOEMY 3TO cMelIHO? f ceituac He 1Iydy! — HeTepIeanBo cKa3aj Top, HalpsTIIi CBOU GPOBH.

Ia, MoxeT OBITh, TETIEPH OH U, IEUCTBUTENILHO, CMEPTHHIH, lazKe ero TeI0C/IoXKeHWe ceryac He
OTJIMYaeTCs OT TeJIOCTI0KeHUs 0ObIYHOT0 YeIoBeKa, OIHAKO 9TO BOBCe He 3HAYUT, 4TO Top He
cnocobeH mobeuTh KaKOTro-To JIIOAUIIKY! Biarogaps onbITy, IOJYYeHHOMY BO MHOTUX CPaXKeHUSX,
OH OBITT yBepeH B cebe U TOTOB ObIJI OPOCUTH BHI30B JII0OOMY CMEPTHOMY!

— THI TOYHO YBEPEH B CBOUX CJI0BaX? — MHOTO3HAYUTEIHLHO IIOCMOTPEI TOproBell Ha Topa, urpas B
PYKE C KeJIe3HBIM IIapUKOM.

— 4... — "e ycnen Top 3aKOHUUTH CBOM OTBET, KaK BAPYT 3padyKU €ro rja3 Cy3UuIuCh OT yKaca, U OH
IIPOTJIOTHUJI BCE CJIOBA, KOTOPHIE IO 9TOTO XOTEJI IPOU3HECTH C TAKOU YBEPEHHOCTEIO.

Ero B3rmsig ObUT IPUKOBAH K J1afoHu Peiimena. Top 3aMeTHII, YTO TOPTOBIY IOHALOOMIOCH COBCEM
HEMHOT'0 YCUIUM, YTOOBI OCTABUTH Ha JKeJIe3HOM Illape MSTh I'TyOO0KUX CIeq0B CBOUX IablleB. bor
I'poma 3amormyar...

Hemuoro omymasinuch, Top CHOBa 3aroBOpujl: — MBI Cpa3uMcs, KOTHa 51 BEpHY CBOM MbENbHUD. A
X04y, 4TOOI 9TO OB YECTHBIM ¥ PaBHBIHM 60!

Hecmortps Ha To, uTo Top He cimaBuics 0co60 60raTEIM yMOM, TIYIILIOM €TI0 TOXKe Hellb3s OBII0
Ha3BaTb. BU/IsI, YTO pa3pwIB B CUJIe MEXKIY HUM U PeiileHOM CITUIIIKOM BeJIMK, KaK OH MOT TpeOoBaTh
OouTBLI? Pa3Be xoten Top, 4ToO ero n30uI KaKOW-TO IMPOCTOM CMEPTHBIH?

YcneimaB 0TToBopKy Topa, PeliieH MHIlb Mpe3pUTeNbHO ToKavyasl ToI0BoM, Habpan cebe cTakaH BOMEI
1 BBIIIUJI €T0. YKe uepe3 MIHOBEHKEe OH OINyTHI Ha ce0e YIPsSIMbIi HeIOBOJIbLHEIN B30P.

— YTto TH Ha MeHS TaK CMOTpuIb, HaTama? — pa3apakEHHO CIIPOCKIT TOPToBer ¥ OPOCUIT Ha
IEeBYIIKY CTpaHHbIN B3rdn. OH He oHKUMaJ, 4To HaTaira xo4et oT Hero. 3aTeM PelifieH nepesen
B3rJIsA Ha Topa, Kak pa3 B TOT MOMEHT, KOTa TOT y2Ke coOupascs paccka3aTh O CBOUX IIJIaHaX.

B 3T0 camoe Bpems pa3macs pe3Kui Bo3riiac. Bce Mmurom mocMoTtpenu B He60 C IITHPOKO
PaCKPHITHIMU T'JIa3aMH.

— Kaxertcsi, TBou Apy3bst npubbiiu! — mopHsaB OpoBu, obOpaTuics Peiines K Topy.

U Top, u HaTata 6611 03aia4eHbl, OHU C JII0O0MBITCTBOM CMOTPEIIX B OHY CTOPOHY, HE OTphIBas
r7na3: ¢ HebGa Me[JIeHHO CITYCKAaJICsl OCIeIUTEIbHEIN JTyd cBeTa. Kasanock, 6YATO OKPYKaOLIe
o0taka IIpecTymaauch npen HUM. Pa3oM OOy CUIIbHBIM TOTOK BeTpa. HeoOrYHOE BUIeHNE Ha
HEKOTOpoe BpeMs yauBuio Topa.



{JTumo Topa, Korma OH MOHSJ, YTO, HAKOHEIl, BePHETCS B Acrapy}

«Heyxenu KTo-TO U3 Acrapfa pelusics CIIyCTUTbCA?» — TYT XkKe 3apyMajsicsa bor ['poma. OH 3Has,
yT0 Acrapr cobuparcs cpa3uthcs ¢ JlemgHeIMU ruraiTaMu MoTyHxeliMa, Tak KakK TOTfa KTO-TO U3
acrappleB MOT HarpsgHyTh B MuATraps HakaHyHE TaKOTo BaxKHOTO 6057

— IlomoxpauTe, TO €CTh BBl XOTUTE CKa3aTh, UYTO K HAM CHOBa CIIyCKaeTCd KakKou-To bor? — cpa3sy xe
oTpearupoBaja Haraila, ITOHSB, YTO YTO-TO UAET He TakK. [leBylIKa ORICTPO BKIIIOYKIIA HAYUTHUKYU U
MOJIOXKKIIa BCE, YTO IIPOUIOIILIO.

Ecnu Ha 3TOT pa3 ¢ Heba CIyCTUTHCS peasbHEIM bor, He 00eIEHHbIH CBOeH MOIIHEHIIeH CHUION, TO
nopgunHeHHbIEe [IIAT MOTyT MOHECTU CEPhE3HLIE ITOTEPH!

PeﬁneH e B 9TO BpeMs OayMall O TOM, KaK OBl 3adllOJIY4YUTDh OPyXKue T-IeTI:IpéX BOHHOB Acrapua.

CnycTst mapy MUHYT C HaJIbHETO KOHIIA YJIMIE CTAIM MPUOIMKATHCS YeTHIpe YenoBeka. OguH 3a
IPYTHM, B IOCIIeXaX ¥ C OPyXKKUeM B PyKaX, OHU BHITJISIIENN KaK COJIHATH 3TIOXH XOJIOTHOW BOWHEL.
Emé Gosee cTpaHHO OBITIO TO, YTO 9T YETHIpe YeJI0BeKa HeC/IM OTPOMHBIE CYMKH ¥ MaTepydaThie
MEIITKH, KOTOPBIE TO ¥ [IeJT0 U3[aBaid 3BYKHU ObIOIIUXCS OPYT 00 ApyTra XKene3HbIX U3NeHi.

[Tpu ux npubnuxenun Top cpa3y ke BcTajl. MaxHYB PYKOH, OH mosicHUI: — He 6oiiTech, 3T0 Mou
OnuKallIie TOBAPUILH 0 OPYXKUI0!

— Xax, TBOM APY3bs KaKue-To cTpaHHbe! Heyxkenu B Acrapae HacTalu HaCTOJILKO TEMHBEIE BPEMEHA,
YTO OHHU pPEeUIuIu nepebpaThCs Ha HAIy 3eM/II0? — CTPAHHO IIOCMOTPEB Ha BCIO 3Ty KapTUHY,
IIyTJIMBO NIPOU3HEC PelifeH.

Top Toxe mocmoTpen Ha Cud u Tpex BOMHOB C PACTePSIHHBIM BhIpaxkeHueM uiia. OH He MOT MTOHSITS,
3ayeM OHM NPUTAIIUIY C COO0M 3TH TPOMafIHble CYMKH.

— TTopa momoii, Top! Meur TeOst 3a6upaeM! A ato oT Xpaunutens Xewmuamnns. OH TPOCUI HAC IepenaTh
3T0 Tebe, — BonpIITarT C A53roM OMYCTUIT ABa OOJIBIINX MEITKa U CHSIJT TOTIOP, MPUKPEIIEHHBIHR K
€ro CriuHe. 3aTeM OH IO4Yecas T'OJIOBY U IOMBITAICS YTO-TO BCIIOMHUT.

— XelMpoasnab CKa3asl HaM, YTOOH TH Halén... Hy, kak Tam ero?

— Pelimena, — oTBeTHIIa CTOSIBIIAS PSAIOM ¢ HUM Cud.

— A, ma, TO4HO, PefII[eHa! XpaHI/ITeHB CKa3aJl HaM, YTOOBI MBI 3aKJTIOUHIIN CHOEJIKY C 3TUM
MOTYIIECTBEHHEIM YE€JIOBEKOM. AK0OBI OH MOXKET ITIOMOYb HaM YBEJINUUTE HAIIy CI/IJIY!



Ycneimas aTo, Top IIOCMOTPEII Ha Pelimena, KOTOpBIfI Habmogan 3a IIPOUCXOOAIIIMM C BOTHEHHEM.

— Hmete MeHsa? X0oTuTe, YTOOH 5 yIy4IIuiI Baity cuny? MHTepecHo! Tak 9Tu MEIIOYKHU
IpefHa3HaY€eHHl ClIelMalbHO i1 MeHs? — 0TpearupoBall OLIeJIOMIEHHEIA OT TAKOTO UCX0Ha
TOPTOBeLL.

[TogymaB HemHOTrO, PelineH, HakoHen, goragancs B 4€M geno! Oxo [IporunaTensHOCTH XeuMaaisi
cnioco6HO BUAEeTh Bce [leBITh MUPOB, HEYOUBUTEILHO, YTO 3TOT XUTPHIHM XpaHUTENL HabIonan 3a
BCEMH IIpOKa3aMM TOPTOBIIA.

PeilileH pacKpHII TaOHU, ¥ B €70 PYKax IMOSIBUJIMCH OBA HEOOBIYHBIX TOMIOPA. 3aTeM OH ITOBEPHYJICS K
BompimTarry u ckasan: — O, 60pomad, KaxkeTcs, 3TU ABa TOIopa ooyt Tebe ropasmo Gonblie!

— Heyxemnu? — BONBINTArT C MOOO3PeHNeM TOCMOTPEIT Ha TOIOPH! B pyKe Toprosia. OH maxke
IOCTAaJ CBOM TOMOP, YTOOBI CPAaBHUTH UX.

— 910 Tomnop bepcepka! OH MOXKeT Ha Yac yBeJIMYUTH CUJIY Blafiefiblia aX B [IBa pa3a! B Teuenue
3TOTO BpEMeHU Thl OyIelh, B IPSMOM CMEICIIE 3TOTO CJI0Ba, Hermobenum! OmHAKO 1OCTIE €T0
WCII0JIb30BaHUS HACTYIAET MEePUON CUIbHOM citabocTu. BpeMsi BOCCTaHOBNIEHUS TOIIOPa COCTABIISIET
omuu cyTku. OOpaTu BHUMaHUeE, Y 9TOT0 TOIIOPa XapaKTepHOe SPKO-KpPaCHOe JIe3BKe, CJIOBHO OHO yXKe
OMBITO KPOBBIO TBOMX BParoB, — COOIa3HUTEIIBHO IIPOPEKIIaMUPOBaI CBOM apTedakT PelifeH.

— A 310 — ynyumenHb# ®anTOMHBIN TOoop! OH crioco6eH reHepHUpPOBaTh OBa PU3MIECKUX KIIOHA,
KOTOPHIE CPaXkKal0TCs B TeYEeHNE OJHON MUHYTHI, KaXK[Iblil U3 KJIOHOB 06J1alaeT COGCTBEHHOM CUION U
MOXKET aTaKOBaTh UJIM 3aIIXIIATHCS MIPY ITOMOIIY KOHTPOJIS pa3yMa Bilafiesblla. BpeMs Kaxkmoro
KyJlayHa COCTaBJIgeT OeCsATh MUHYT. ITOT PaHTOMHBIM TOMOP Takke o0lagaeT CBOe! 0COOEHHOCTHIO
— ero ne3Bue HeOECHO-TOIy0O0To IIBETA, ¥ OT HETO UCXOAUT XOJIOMHbIH CBET!

Bce crosiire BOKPYT 3aMepiiy, BHUMAaTEeIbHO paccMaTpuBas 3TH TOIOPH. X cepplla yYaleHHo
ounuck. bornbille Bcex, KOHEYHO e, ObIT B3BOJIHOBaN Bomnbitarr. OH gaXxe ¥ He [iyMall, YTO TOPTOBEI]
IIBITAETCS €T0 HagypuTh. Takass TaMHCTBEHHAS M 3arajoyHasi 3aMHTEPECOBAHHOCTh HE MOXKET OBITh
MIOAAENIbHOM A1 TaKOTO OIBITHOTO II0JIb30BaTeNIs TOMOPOB, Kak oH! Ceryac PelijeH gepxai B CBOUX
pyKax UMEHHO TO, Yero TakK CUJIbHO xKenan Bomnbiitarr! Brino omyienue, 6yaro 6 3TOT 6opomay
JK[aJl JaHHOTO0 MOMEeHTa BCIO CBOIO Xk13HbL! OH TBEPHO BEPUJI, YTO €C/IM IIOJYUYUT 3TH [iBa TOIOpPA, TO
CTaHeT eIlé cuibHee!

B aTtoT MmoMeHT BosbLuTarr BOpyr OYyBCTBOBAJ, YTO TOIOP U3 MeTajljla YPY B €ro pyKe He TaKOu YK
1 Moryuuii. Ceiiyac OH CTOSJI Ha IepenyThe: BobIITarry HpaBuiuch o0a TOmopa, Mo3ToMy OH He MOT
BBIOpPaTh KaKOMU-TO ONUH U3 HUX.



BOpyr oH 4TO-TO IpUAyMal, MOI0XKHUII CBOK TOIOP U3 YPy NPSIMO B MaTepyaThiii MEIIOK U CKa3all: —
3abupaii, aTu Bemu TBou! f Bo3pMy 06a Tomopa!

Bonpurrarr NpruHSI pellleHre CcpaXaThCsa C IByMs HOBBHIMU TOIIOpaMHu B pykax. CodeTaHue 6e3yMHOT0
BOIHa ¥ (paHTOMa OTIpefeIEHHO MOXKET 3aCTaBUTh BCEX €r0 BParoB yKaCHYThHCS!

PalimeH ymoBIeTBOPEHHO KUBHYJ U OPOCUIT IBa Tomopa BombinTarry mom Horu. BaMaxoM pyku fiBe
OonbIrve MaTepyaThle CyMKH, KOTOPLIe IPUHEC BOMH Acrappa, OblIM yOpaHbl B KOJIBLIO TS
XpaHeHus. A BolbIITarT MOCIeHo nogo0past TOIophl U Havyall pa3MaxuBaTh MU Ha MeCTe, CJIOBHO
CpaxasiCb C HeBUAUMBIM BParoM.

[Ipu BUOe 3TOY CLIeHHl ¥ BCeX 3aKO0JIOTUIIOCH cepaue. [laxe Top mocMoTpen Ha PelijeHa ¢ OTKPBITHIM
pTOM. B 3TOT MOMEHT B €T0 I'0JI0BE 3apOAUIacCh MHICIIb: «[axke eciu 1 BepHy ce0e MbENbHUP, CMOTY
JIX 9 0aTh OTIIOP STOMY ITapHI0?»
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