— KTo-HuOyop MoXKeT MHE 00BSICHUTD, YTO 3[ECh TOJIBKO YTO ITPOU3OIINIO? — IIOCJIE TOT0, KakK Pelinex
IpHUMYAJICs CIofla B CBOUX carorax Ojs MyTeIleCTBUM, Mara3uH apTeakToB HUKaK He MoCTpagall.
Bcé, 4To OH yBUOEN — 3TO HapsLIETo B ollenneHeHu: ToHu CTapKa, OeTOTO B CBOU KeJIe3HBIN
KOCTIOM, ¥ CBOOOIHO JIeTaloIero B Hebe 30JI0TOT0 ApakoHa. A, HY U, KOHEYHO Xe, XJIOTaIOIINX B
JIafowWy 0T pagoct Matunbny U MuHau.

— PeliieH, HaKOHEII-TO, TH 3[IeCh! — 3aMeTHB TOPTOBIla, BOCKJIMKHYJIa MaTuiba 1 mepecTana
ynbibaThesi. — THI TaXkKe He MOXKeIllb cebe MpeiCTaBUTh, KaK OMaCHO 3[1eCh ObIII0 HAXOOUTHCS Iapy
MUHYT Ha3afl, 3TOT 3[0POBSK YyTh OLIJIO He YOUI Hac pakeTou! IMEHHO ITO3TOMY MBI JOCTaJIU
HOXKHHIIBI 30JI0TOTO APaKOHa, YTOOHI CITPaBUTLCA C HUM! — ImpoOopMoTasia OHa C BOOSHUCTBIMUA OT
CJ€3 T7Ia3aM¥ ¥ HAyTHIM OT OOU/IbI MaJIeHbKUM PTOM.

— 3HAYMUT, BBl MCIIOJIb30BAJIX HOXKHUIIH 30JI0TOT'0 APaKOHa, YTOOLI pacIIPaBUThCS C TOM Kyden
pa30buTOM Meou U THUJIOTO XkKejle3a? — yKa3aB ITa/blleM Ha ocTaHKu 2Kejie3Horo Bnageiku, cKasan
Peiifier ¢ mépraiomumMcs OT 37I0CTH YTOJIKOM pTa ¥ IIOCMOTpEJ B rj1a3a MaTuibe.

«buTele Meab U Kenne30? YEPT, XOTh MBI ¥ HE KPOBHBIE POJICTBEHHUKHU, HO MBI IECTBUTEILHO BCE
emie ceMbsi! [laxke TOH Halllel peYM TaK II0X0XK...» — BO3Pa3uJil C HeI0BOJILCTBOM TOHH,
MOIIATHYBIINCH B BO3[yXe U YyTh JIU HE NMOTEPSBIIN PaBHOBECHE.

3aTeM PelieH BHOBL mocMoTpen Ha Tonu CTapka M CIIpOCUil: — TOHHM, OTBETh MHE, YTO THI, YEPT
BO3bMH, 37IECh OeJjiaelllh?

— 41 3meck, moToMy uTO THI mpofasn O6agaiy TakK MHOTO S9HEPTreTUYEeCKUX OPAroleHHbIX KAMHEH, —
OTBETHJI C HEKOTOPHIM pa3[pakeHueM TOJIbKO YTO mpuineninuit B cebss Touu. — THl Ke He 3Haellb, Ha
YTO CII0cOOHa 3Ta rpoMafyHa B COUETaHUU C SHEPTEeTUYECKON MYILIKOM, II03TOMY MHE IIPUILIIOCH
TEJIETIOPTUPOBATHCS CIOAA, B TBOM MarasuH, YTOOE IPUOOPECTH HEKOTOPhIe KOHPMephl. OOHAKO KTO
OBl MOT ITOIyMaTh, YTO CETOMHS Thl He SIBUIILCS Ha paboTy! M3-3a Tebs g 4yTh Obl0 He yMep!

Or atux cnoB Touu crano emie 6onee He 1o cebe. OH HUKOTAA Obl HE MOT ITOAYMaTh, YTO CMOXKET
IIPOUTPATH [IeJI0, KOTOPOe Kacajoch Ol JeHeT, 3aKymuB Obl, OH Cpa3dy CTO IITYK KaMHEeW 9HePIuy,
pasBe mpousoIuio nogobHoe? Pa3se Torma cyMmenu Ol MporHaTh ero u3 bamuu Ctapka?

YcnbiaB Takoe, Pelinen 6yKBaibHO MOTEPSIT Aap PeYy, OH He MOT TIOBEPUTh, YTO MOIOOHBIN
HECYaCTHHIH Cllydall ITPOU30IIETN 110 eTro Xe BuHe. [I0HAB NPUYKHY U CJIENCTBUE, OH HAIPaBUJICS K
Kene3snomy Brnapibike, BepHee, K JiexKaBlllell Ha 3eMJie TPye MeTajlyIoioMa.

— 91, Obapaiisi, TH TaM XXKUBOWU? — CTOA 3a IIpefie/laMy AbIMa U MIBUIHM, CIIPOCUIT HanpsMyto PelifieH.

Kak pas-Taku, Korja Bce yxKe IIOOyMaJiy, YTO OH MEPTB, HEOXKUIAaHHO MPOTIHYack pyka. Obamaiis,
KOTOPOMY 4yIOM II0CYACTIIMBUIIOCH BLIXKUTH B 9TOM HEPABHOM CXBATKE, C TPYIOM BHIIIOI3 U3-TIO[
00JIOMKOB ¥ IIOTPSIC TOJIOBOM B HafleXKMe ITOCKOpee IPUUTH B cebs.



— MucTtep CTopM, y MEHS €CTh IeHbI'H, U 5 X04y KyNnuTh ¥ Bac eme 6osbine 060pymnoBaHus! — eme
He [0 KOHIla pa300paBIINUiCS B CUTYalluH, HO YBUAEBIIUN niepen co0ol PelineHa, TyT e BOCKIMKHYII
Obapaiis.

— Kynuts o6opynoBanue? Ts B CBOEM yMe, Oypak? Pa3Be Thl He IOMHUIIE, KaK HECKOJIBKO
MT'HOBEHUYU Ha3af MBITaICSA yOUTh MO CECTPY? — X0JI0OHO GBIPKHYN PelifieH, u BelpaXkeHUe
ero JIUIja Pe3K0 II0TeMHEIO.

— YET'0?! — rnaza ObGapali paclIupUINCh B HeIOyMeHUHU. YBU/IEB, YTO [Be MaJlIeHbKHEe IeBOUYKHU
CHOBA IIPHCTAILHO CIIedsT 3a PelineHoOM, OH KpuBO yiIeIOHYJICS. OH YyBCTBOBAJI OTPOMHOE
coxaneHnue. HeoXxugaHHo, B HallafleHUY, COBEPIIIEHHOM IIPOCTO OT OTYasHUS, y4aCTBOBaja U
MJafas cectpa PelimeHa, KOTOPYIO B TOPHIBE SIPOCTH OH IIPOCTO He 3aMETHUIL.

«Tak BOT, YTO IIPOU3OIIIIO...» — B TOJIOBE 3asJI0T0 KAUTAUCTA CII0OXKUIICS Ma3il. Kak OH MOT He
morafaThCs, OTKY/a B3SIIMCh 9TH OBa MOTYIIECTBEHHEIX CYIIECTBA U IO0ENUIIH €T0 B OIHO
MraoBenue? Kto xe emé, moMmuMo PeiineHa, 001afa TaKUMHU CTPAHHBIMHU CyLeCTBaMu? BepHo
HUKTO. YeM Oosbiiie oH 00 3TOM myMaJl, TeM OOJIblie 37TUCs!

— f He MOTy CMUPHUTBCS C 9TUM! — CBUPEIIO IIPOpHIYal OH. BAPYT B yroJike ero ria3a MejabKHYII
CBEepKAMIIN IparoleHHbI KaMeHb...

C IOBONBHEIM JIULIOM, €T0 U30MTOE TeJI0 C OTPOMHOM CKOPOCTHIO Iofi0exKasio K KaMHI0, UCIIOIb3Ys
BCIO CBOIO IIOCTIETHIOI0 CUJTy, OH IIOAHST HEMOBPEXKIEHHYI0 SHEPTeTUYECKYIO IYIIKY U HalleJIu
r1y00Koe ¥ TEMHOe [IyJI0 IpSIMo Ha Pelinena.— He nogxonu Ko MHe, HHa4e BCe KTO 30€Ch HAXOMUTCH,
YMPET IpsIMO ceiryac!

Opuako pmerictBus Pelinena ero yguBunu. TOT, TPOCTO MeIeHHO IPUOIUXKAJICSI K HEMY, CIIOBHO
JKUBas MUIIEHb, He XkKeJlasl OTCTyNnaTh Ha3af,.

— Petigen, yTo TH genaemb? CTOM! — KpU4yasy HaNpsXKEHHBIe MaTunbga 1 MUHOY B HafleXke
OCTaHOBUTB CBOET0 OpaTa, OOHAKO OH ITPOCTO OTMAXHYJICS PYKOU B OTBET U C IIPE3PEHUEM ITOCMOTPET
Ha Obamaiio.

— Kak TH gymaenns, moueMy s OCMeJIUJICA IpogaBaTh Takoe MOIIHOE OPYyXKUe TaKuM, MylakaM, Kak
TH? Jla ¥ ellé B TAaKUX KPYMHBIX KOJIMYeCTBaX, — aOCOTIOTHO CIIOKOWHO CIIPOCHI PelifieH.

9To X0nogHOe paBHOAYIIME ele OosbIne maBuio Ha Obagaiiio. Eciu Ovl B ero pykax He OBIJIO MYIIKH,
OH C BEPOSITHOCTBIO B CTO IIPOIIEHTOB Pa3BepHYJICS Obl ¥ mo6exan mpoub. CTOTKHYBIIUCE C
PeiimeHoM, KOTOPEIN mopgxogun Bce Oumxke, OOamaiis mO4yBCTBOBA ceOst 0€3:KaI0CTHBRIM U ITPSIMO
Haxkasl Ha KHOIIKY...

— Kaxkoro uépra? Kak Takoe BO3MOXKHO? — mpo6opmoTtan Obapaiisi, Habaromast 3a TeM, KakK BCS
coOpaHHas MYIIKOM 9HePrus MTHOBEHHO PacCenBasIach.



— Botoch pa3oyapoBaTh TeOS, OTHAKO TO, UTO g IIPOHaio, He B cunax youts MeHs! Bo3MoxkHO,
nonpo0yels BOCIIOIb30BATLCS CBOMM KYJIaKOM, TakK SIBHO OyneT abdeKkTuBHee! — pa3mancs psamoM
WUTPUBLIA TOH PelifeHa.

— CKax#u, MOTy S IIOIIPOCUTh YMepeTh Te0S? — IOCye Yero TAkKEas, CIIOBHO CTajlbHas, pyKa
PelimeHa cierka HapmaBuia Ha rpyab Obapmaiiv. OTYyassHHBIE BEKW KAlMTAIMCTa OMYyCTUINCE. — U
yMep, NOJIHBIU COXKaleHus. .

— Tel youn ero? —copocun Toru, cMOTps Ha Teyno O6afaiu TO JIU C COYYBCTBUEM, TO JIU C PALOCTHIO.

PelimeH mOBEPHYJICS U XOJIOAHO OTBETUI: — JI1000H, KTO IIOCMEET XOTh KaK-HUOYObh 0OUOETh MOUX
POIHBIX, YMpET!
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