Hapymme ux MOT4aHuE, OH HaCTOSIIL:

— 4 KpHille# moeny, ecinyu HaM MPUOETCS TPOBECTH [IBa Yaca B TUIIMHE.

CrnoBa ObInIH IIPOU3HECEHEL OOBIYHBIM OJEP3KUM TOHOM, HO repMI/IOHa OTKOIIaJIla B HUX HOTKHN
Hagexkabl. OHa BEXKIIMBO IIOMHTEPECOBAJIACh:

— O yém x0Ten OBl TOTOBOPUTH?

— Be3 pasuunel. O 4ém yropHo. Y Bac yke cobpanach KOMaHfa 0 KBUOAAYY?

— MHe He 0YeHb UHTEPECEH KBUIUY, U3BHUHHU.

— Hy KoHeYHO XKe, — yCMexHYJICS OH. — CIIHUIIIKOM MHOTO BpeMEHH MTPOBOIUIID, YTKHYBIIUCEH JTUIIOM
B KHUTY, 6€3 BCIKMX COMHEHUH.

— Ecnu THI coOupaembCs IpOCTO TaK OpaTh U OCKOPONISATH MEHS. ..

— MBI MOKEM 3aHSThCS U 9TUM, eciiu Tebe ymoOHO. BEITE MOXKET, TaK U BpeMs IIPOUOET ObICTpee, —
nmpoBopyas oH. — Tl mepBas. Hy, naBau, Bemau ydiiee.

'epMuoHa Gpocuiia Ha CBoero cobecefHUKA SI3BUTEIbHBIN B3TJISAM U 3aKphLIa POT, PEIIUB, YTO
y4YIIUM HaKa3aHUEeM [Jisg Hero OynmeT moiHas TuirmHa. Mandoit ke nogTpyHuBa:

— Kot cven TBO# s3BIK, ['perHIKED?

OHa OTKa3BIBaJIaCh TOBOPHUTH U CIEOYIOIINEe HECKOJIbKO MIHOBEHUM IIPOBeJIa, CIIyIIas B CIOKOMHOM
MOJITYQHUH €T0 IIOMHITKY BEIBECTH €€ Ha OTBET JIETKUMU OCKOPOIEHUSIMU UJTH Ke
npeHeOpeXKUTeTbHEIMU OCTPOTaMu. B KOHIle KOHIIOB, ['epMroOHa riy00KO yIljila B CBOU MBICIIH,
PEIINB, YTO ¥ Y CAMOM CKOPO TaK KpHIIIA MOEMET.

He o6paimasi BHUMaHKS Ha CBOET0 CITYTHHWKA, MEBYIIKa CBEPHYJIa 3a yroJl B He3HaKOMEIH mpoxon. OHa
OTJIsIAEesIach BOKPYT, PACCMATPUBAs BUCSINKE Ha CTEHAX ro0eIeHbl ¢ n300paKeHrneM HE3HAKOMBIX
CIIeH ¥ JOCIIEeXH MOXK 0APOKKO, ¥ MOHSA, YTO HEe UMeeT HU MaJIeHIero mpencTaBIeHusI 0 CBOEM
MeCTOHaX0XIeHu!. 3a0bIB, YTO pa3roBapuBaeT He ¢ MandoeM, ['epMuOHa CIIpoCHIIa:

— I'me 31O MBI?

— Xa! — BOCK/IMKHYJI OH ¢ TpuyMbom. OHa 3aKaTHsIa IiIa3a.

— Bepémb cebs Kak gBeHaAIaTUIeTHUN pebeHoK. Cepbe3no, Mandoi, rume MhI?



— B mape KopumopoB oT TocThHOM Cnu3eprHa, — OTBETHUII OH, BCE el M0OeIHO YXMBIISASACh.

— Vpoku 3pmeck npoBopsitcs? [ToueMy 51 paHbllle HUKOTa He ObIBajia 30ech? — 3ajiazach OHa
BOTIpOoCOM. [1o oIyIieHusIM Bllaru Ha KoXke Ka3ajoCh, YTO OHU HAaXOMSITCS IOYTH II0J 3eMJIIEH.
Bo3M0KHO, Tak OHO H OBIJIO.

— Hackonbko MHe U3BECTHO — 3[€Ch TOJIBKO CIIN3EPUHCKUE KaOWHETHI, TOA3eMelIhbs Oa TIIenlepsl.

T'epMuoHa 06epHYyIach K HEMY, CBEPKHYB TJla3aM#, ¥ CIIPOCHIIA:

— Ilemepnr?

Pot Mandost pacTsiHyJICS, TPEeBPaTUBIIKUCH U3 YXMBIJIKU B OCKaJl, ¥ JEBYIIKa COOpPorHynack. OHa He
nyMarna, 4yTo OBIBIIUY CIIM3ePUHEL] CTIOCOOEH Ha TaKyl0 YXMBUIKY — HO, 110 TIpaBJie TOBOPS,
BEIpaZKeHUe ero yuia ObII0 yKacalomuM. [IpyudrHa paflocTy TapHs SBHO He Oblla XOPOLIEH. ..

— Bowumbcsa nog3eMHBIX KOPUAOPOB, ['pelHAXKEP? — yCMEXHYJICS OH.

— KoHeYHO Xe HeT, — 3allpoTecToBalia OHa, pacrpasinas miaedu. — OHU BXOOAT B CXeMY
aTPyJIUPOBaHUsA?

— Ia, yUUTHIBas, YTO TaM, BHU3Y, OOBIYHO IIe/IyeTCSI KaK MUHMMYM OflHa ITapo4YKa, — HadaJl OH.
3aTtem mo6aBuIl, — UJTU eI XyXKe.

— Oii, ¢y, — mporneneTana oHa.

— Bbennag cBsatag ['peliHAXKep, — HacMexasicsd OH. — He BOJIHYMCS, 51 3allUIy TBOU OE€BCTBEHHEIE
ra3a ¥ [OUOY IIePBEIM.

I'epMrOHa XMBIKHYJIa, HO BCE Xe 103BouIa Marngoio Bectd. K cyacTsio, meirnep ObIT0 HEMHOTO:
OOJIBIIMHCTBO U3 HUX IIPEICTaBISAIN CO00H KOPOTKKE IIPOXOIEI, KaK TOT, UTO BEJ U3 OMHOTO
TI03eMeNTbs K IOJTI0 7T KBUAAKWYa. Bo3ayx TaMm OB MPOXJIafHEIM, U IEeBYIIKa OIIyTHIIa, Kak
BOJIOCKM Ha PyKaX ¥ 3aTHIIKe BCTa/IX NbI00OM. E€ HOTM IOKPBIIKCH MypAIlIKaMH, Kak OT X0JI0fia, TaK
OT YyBCTBa HEJIOBKOCTH, BO3HUKAIOIIETO B Y3KUX TYHHEINSX. K CYacThio, CTAPOCTHE HE 00HAPYKUITH
CTYIEHTOB, @ TOTOMY II0CKOpPEee BHIIIIIH.

OHM IPOAOJIKUIIM UATH yKe 110 APYTOMYy KOPUAOPY, KOTOPHIY KAk OBl IEeTJIS ¥, Ka3ajloch, HUKYOa
TOJIKOM U He BEJ. Korpa OHM IpOIIK MOJIHBEIM KPYyT, Mandoii pe3K0o 0CTaHOBUIICS Nepen Hel, U
'epMuoHa 4yTh 1M HEe Bpe3asach B HETO.

— Yero? — cmpocuia OHa.



— Hwuyero, mpocTo Kolka, — Ipo00OpMOTasl OH, OCBellas MajJ04ykKoli TPOMHKY BHepenu. ['epMuoHa
CJerkKa HaTHYy/Iack, 4ToOb pasrnsgeTs Mandos, v 3akpudana:

— 2Kusormnor!

Eé K0T B IeiICTBUTENILHOCTH CH[IeJI ITIOCPeIU NOPOTH, BEUIM3LIBAJ JIANly ¥ BRITJISEN BechMa
IOBOJILHEIM COOOH.

— YmuBIM 2KUBOTTIOTUK, — BOPKOBasa ['epMuoHa. — HeyzKemnu Tl BCE 3TO BpeMs IaTPyJIUPOBAJ C
Hamu?

— OTa ImTyKa TBOSA? — HEeIOBEPYUBO cripocui Mangoi.

CnoBHO ouryTuB ockopOieHue, 2KUBOTJIOT HAa MTHOBEHME IepeBEN B3rys Ha Mandos, a 3ateM
y6exkas BIepéen, BEICOKO IOTHSB XBOCT. JIeByIlka cepaleM MoYyBcTBOBasa cebsi B 6€30MaCHOCTH.
OtrTonkHyB [Ipako B CTOPOHY, OHa BEICKOYHIIA BCen 3a 2KMBOTIOTOM M3 HEIepH ¥ KakK CIenyeT
moyecasa ero IMEPCTKY IO MOPAOYKOiM. KOT MPOTSKHO ¥ TPOMKO 3aMypPJIBIKal, IT0Ka MapeHb CHOBA
HEe 0Ka3aJICS B MOJIe 3PEHMUSI.

— ToI IpsIMO TOPHIIIH JTIO00BBIO K YPOMJIMBLIM, OTPOMHEIM PBIKUM TBapsM, fa, ' pedHIKep?

F'epMuoHa Opocuia Ha HETO MpayuHBIN B3TJISA[, PEIINB HE YIOCTauBaTh OTBETOM.

— Ilomu, emé ogHa OCTaNACh...

Oxkasanocsh, Mandoi He omuOCs: B Hell U MpaBAa KTO-TO IeyioBajics. M3 mpoxoma JOHOCUIUCH
BlIaJKHbIE YaBKaIOIIKe 3BYKU U pefKue CTOHHL. [[pako HampaBui JIIOMOC Ha IPOBUHUBIIYIOCS ITapO4YKy
¥ yBU[EJ BO Bceu Kpace [1ancu [TapkuHCOH U ManbunKa co Clnu3eprHa, BHEITHOCTh KOTOPOTO
['peliHIKEp IOMHMIA, HO BOT UMeHU — HeT. biy3ka I19Hcu Oblyla IOJ03PUTEIEHO PACCTETHYTA.

— ITocmotpuM, — paccyxpan Mandoi, — gecats 6annos co CnusepuHa, JiiBepu. [I9THaOLUATS €
[Tybdennys, [TapKUHCOH, TIOCKOIBKY T — 3TO THL. M elé naTh 3a To, 4To Te0s 3aBesio K OapcykaM.

'epMuOHa OTKpHITa OBITIO POT, YTOOR BO3PA3UTh IPOTUB HECITPABENIUBOCTH BRIYMCIIEHNH, HO [19HCH
€€ mpepBara.

— Cmpocu nydiie, He BCE T MHE PaBHO, — HafyJach BeibMa, HEMHOI'O BBITPSIMUBIINCH. —
[Tyddennyit — ato mycTsik. Kpome Toro, [Ipako, 4ero aTo TH 3[eCh 3a0bls1 ¢ Hel? CIyCTUIICS, YTOOH
YeOUHUTHLCS?

— Kak 6ynTo, — ycMexHynack ['epMuOHa, HO, TeM He MeHee, YCIIEB CUITBHO ITOKPACHETh OT
nonoOHOro 3asBneHus. Mandoi ke 0CTaICs COBEPIIEHHO HEBO3MYTHUMBIM.



— qume B03BpalﬂafITeCB I10 KOMHATaM, BpeMsd IIO3OHEE... U TH TOXKe, SfIBepPI.

Cnu3eprHCKHY Malb4UK IIOCIEIIHO yoanuics, a [IsHcu MeJIeHHO IIPoBeJia IajibliaMy 110 pyKe
IIpako 1 OKHHYJa ero JOITUM B3TJISAO0M, IpeXae YeM YUTH, IPUUYEM OOUH €€ YYJIOK SBHO CIIOJ3.

I'epMHOHa Ha MTHOBEHKE HEJIOBKO 3aMepJjia OKOJIO HEero, Ipexmie 4eM IOHsSIa, YTO OH CMOTPHUT Ha
Hee.

— Yero? — orpeI3Hyach OHa.
— He HyXKHO BBITJIIOETh TAaKOU TOCKJIUBOM, ['perHAXKeED...
— TrI OTBpaTuTEIEH.

Yxmeinsgsacs, Mando# BeiBen ux U3 memep, K 001erdyeHnio qeBymky. 2KMUBOTJI0T gefia BUfI, YTO He
UOET 3a HUMH, a caM [I0 KOHIIa MaTPYIXPOBaHUS OepKajcs B IeCATH IIarax mo3agu. ['epMruoHa
mopyMasia 0 ToM, Kak [IsHCU IPUKOCHYIAch K ero pyKe Iepeq yXOomoM.

— Mandoit, — 3agyMuuBO Hadajia OHa, BCIIOMHUB, YTO OH B35 [I9HCK B KaueCTBe MapTHEPIIU Ha
CBsATOYHBIN Oasl ellé Ha YeTBEPTOM Kypce, — He OBbIJIO JIX 3TO... {1 B TOM CMBICJIE, UTO pPa3Be TH He
ob111 ¢ [TapkuHCcoH BMecTe? TeOst He CMYTHIIO, KaK MBI €€ TIoiMau?

— MepnuH, mMogu ¥ mpaBga 000 MHe TaKOTro MHEHUS? A s-To 00sIICs, YTO MeHs 6yayT 003kIBATh
[ToxupaTtenem CMepTH, TakK HET, TEIEPh-TO S MOHSJI, YTO MeHs CYUTaloT KoH(eTKou [Tapkuncon! A
IyMarl, Thl pelliriia He 0CKOPOJIATh MEHS 3TUM BeuyepoM?

— Torga 6ygy cuuTaTh TBOM OTBET 3a «HET», — CHEJIajia BEIBOM OHA.

— 91 He 00s13aH HA3KIBATh €€ Pa3BpPaTHUIEH, HO ecy Obl [I9HCH OblsTa meHbraMu, TO Oblyia OB KHATOM:
HUKYEMHasI, IBY/TMYHAS U ¥ BCEX B IIITaHAaX.

IIo KOHIIa MaTPYJIsd OHU MOYTH He Pa3roBapuBaliid, YeMy HOeByIlKa Oblyia paja. HakoHel] oHU
TIOTHSITACH TI0 BUHTOBOM JIeCTHHUIlE B OamHio KorreBpaHa, 2KMBOTJIOT IO-TPEXKHEMY HEOTCTYITHO
cJIeoBaJl MO3ajIH.

— JTH... YEPTOBHL... JIECTHULIE!! — B30OXHYI Mandoii, IepecTynuB MOCIENHIOKN CTYIEHBKY.

l'epMuoHa paccMesinach Hap SBHEIM OUCKOM@OPTOM CBOero cryTHUKA. OHa MPUBLIKIIA K JIECTHUIIAM;
6amus ['puddurmopa HaxoguIaCh Ha CEIbMOM 3Taxe.

IIBEpHOM CTYK IIOf OPJIMHOW TOJIOBOM [an ellé OOHY 3arafkKy:



— HpI/IHaJIJ'[e}Ky g TOJIBKO BaM, a APyIrue IIO0JIb3YIOTCA MHOI TaM-CSIM.

Mango# 3aCTOHAJI, CXBAaTUBIINCH 3a OOK:

— Houb Ha gBOpe, Kakue 3arafku...

'periHOXKep Ha MTHOBEHUE 3afyMaliach, a 3aTEM IPOU3HECTIA:

— OTBeT — MOé UMH.

— Bosiee yeM BepHO, — KUBHYJIa OpJIMHAas r'0j10Ba. [IBeph IIOCIYIIHO pacinaxHyjach, u 'epMruoHa
BOILIJIa BHYTPh, @ Mandoii, 3aTauB AbIXxaHKe, OCTAJICS 1M03aax He€. [ocTuHas Oblna MOYTH IMyCcTa:
JIUIIH HECKOJIBKO YeJIOBEK BCE ellé CUeNI 3a CTOJIaMHu.

— CIOKOMHOM HOYHM, — I03Bajla ' epMuoOHa, KaK OHa Hajesyiach, pa3apaxkamoile 60aPEIM TOJI0COM.

Konnera-ctapocTa HeOBOJILHO Ha HEE B3TJISIHYI, BCE ellé pa3pakKE€HHBIN 13-3a JIECTHULI, 110
KOTOPBIM IIPHUIIIOCH MTOTHUMATHCS. 3a0MHU KIOAJT €r0 ¥ OMHOTO U3 BLICOKUX OKOH B HajIbHEH YacCTH
roctuHoi. Korma JIpako BOLIEN BHYTPh, YTOOB IPUCOEOUHUTLCS K APYTY, I'peliHakKep CHOBA OIIyTHIIA
YKOJI OT TOTO, 4TO Jaxe y Mandos Obiii Opy3bs B KorreBpaHe — B TO BpeMs KaK OHa B OOMHOYECTBE
IIOIIJIa CIIaTh.

JeBymKa OJHSIACS II0 CTYIIEHbKaM B CBOIO CIalbHIo, rae ITagma c JIaii30ii, Ka3anocs, yxKe Cliay;
Cri0 yMTasla KHUTY O MaHEBPEHHOCTH B KBUAWYE U Ofjapujla COCENKY yJIbIOKOM B 3HAK IPUBETCTBHUS.
[Tepeopesmucsy B muxkamy, ['epmMuoHa 3abpasnack of MATKHe ofesina. 2KMBOTJIOT 3alPHITHYIT Ha
KPOBaTh 3a X035IMKOM 1 yOOOHO YCTPOUJICS, CBEPHYBIINCH KIIYOOYKOM, y HEE B HOTAX.

BrIMOTaHHas epBLIM Y4eOHBIM JHEM U ITOYTH OBYXYaCOBBIM Pa3roBOpoM ¢ MasndoeM OfuH Ha OfWH,
['peitHaKep 3aCHYJIA [TOYTH [0 TOTO, KaK €€ rojioBa KOCHYJIaCh MOMYIIKHY.
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