«JI — 3TO0 NMKCca?» — CIPOCHII 5.

«$1 oTIIpaBUICS B TOPHI, YTOOBI HAUTH €€», — OTBETHUJI OH.

«KaxerTcH, y HEeE MHOI'0 XBOCTOB?» — IIOMHTEPECOBAJICA .

«[la, ¥ TO3TOMY MHE II0Ka3aJI0Ch, YTO MaTh OPOCHUIa €€ cpa3y IOCTe POXKICHUS, U 5 PEIIHIT B3SITh e
K cebe», — 00BSICHUII OH.

4 He moHAT, II04YeMy BhIpAXKEHHE JINIld OXPaHHUKaA OBLIIO TAKHUM MPAYHEBEIM.

«41 He 3Ha, 4yTo y Bamero BenuuecTBa OblyiM JOMaIIHIE TUTOMIIBI», — CKa3all OH.

MHe M0Ka3aJioCh, YTO OH MBITAETCS MOMMaTh BEIMKOI0 repiora Ha JIXKH.

«Pa3Be s 00s13aH OTYUTHIBATHCS Imepen ToOO0M?» — XO0JI0IHO CIIPOCHIT BETUKUY TepIIoT.

OXpaHHUK CMYTHJICSI U OTCTYIIHJI, 0CBOOOXKOAst HOPOTy. Benukuii repor paBHOAYIIHO IIPOLIETT MEMO
HETO, ¥ 5 TOCIEeIXIa 3a HUM.

«®uEP, YTO HYKHO, YTOOBI BLIPACTUTH JIUCY?» — CIIPOCHII BEJIMKUH TEPLOT Y MYKYUHBI PSIOM C HUM.

«BBl 1eUCTBUTENTBHO COOMPAeTECh BRIXOOUTD 3Ty JINCY?» — CIIPOCUIT MyXKYHHA.

«3JTO TOXKE CYI[BGa, HO He B IIJIOXOM CMBICJIE», — OTBETHJI BEIMKHAN repoor.

4 OTKpEINIa T'71a3a U II0Kadalla roJIOBOM, S 3a HUMHU.

Kaxk BBl mocMenu OyMaThk O TOM, YTOOHI IIPUPYYUTH MeHs"?

KoHeuHo, 51 4e10BeK C POXK[IEHHUS, HO JIUCH XUTPHI 10 ITPUPOIE.

4 BBIIITA K JTUIIEBOM CTOPOHE 3aMKa, KOTOPBIA MOXKHO OBIIO YBUAETH 3a IIpefiefiaMu ropofa. Bokpyr
3aMKa OBUIO CIIOKOMHOE 03eP0, @ MOCT COENUHSIT UX.

Benukuii reprior mocMoTpes Ha MeHS U TePeCceK MOCT, Kak Obl IIpUTiiallas MeHsS UATH 3a HUM.

«ThI GOUIIBCS?» — CIIPOCUIT OH.



0x0, KaK MOXeT THICAUYEeJIeTHAS Jiuca 00ThCSI MOgOOHEIX Beleii? To, UYTo TH [ejialjl B HoBeJlIe, ObIIO
6oree yKacawuuM.

Korpa s mopmbeskasa K BeIMKOMY T'eplioTy, OH ITOAHSI OPOBb.

«Trt xpabpasi», — cKa3aJ OH.

XMM, a 3TOT MMapeHb AEeUCTBUTENLHO 37I0OeH?

OT4ero-To OH CjaerKa OTIUYAICSI OT TOr0, O KOM f IIpOYJjia B KHHUT€.

B 9TOT MOMEHT Ha KOHIIe MOCTa OTKPEIITACH BOPOTA, X KTO-TO TPDOMKO BOCKJIMKHYII:

«Bartre BrICOUeCTBO ddep Imu3uu, mycTh 6eCKOHEUHBIE 01aTr0CIIOBeHUST DNTU3UHM JIATYT Ha TOJI0BY
Barmrero BrICOYECTBa BEIMKOr0 repiora!»

Benukuii repIior IeTKo B3OOXHYII U ITOKayvasl rOJI0BOH.

«$1 HeCKOJIbKO pa3 roBopui Tebe 00XomuThCs 0e3 9TOro», — CcKasal OH.

«Ecnu Bam He HPaBUTCA 3TO, €CTh CIIOCOOHI He BEIXOOUTH HAPYXKY», — OTBETUII MY2K4YHKHaA.

«He roBopu, 4To coGMpaembCsi BOT TaK 3alepeTh MeHs», — CKa3ajl BeJTUKUYU TepliorT.

<<Hy, 9TO BOSMOZXKHO», — OTBETHIJI MyXKYKMHA.

He oTxofs 0T Bopy4allero BeJIMKOT0 replora, S 0CMoTpesiack. Bce u3yMieéHHO CMOTPENH Ha MEeHS,
roBOpS: «JIxuca BOIIIa B 3aMOK».

MoxeTt 6I>ITB, 9TO H3-3a TOIr'0, 4YTO A BIIEPBEIE IIPHUBJIEKAI0O BHUMadHNE JIIOMEeN B TAKOU (l)opMe. I‘Iy'BCTBO
O4Y€eHb CTpaHHOE U HE3HAKOMOE.

KcraTn, Korfia BOKpYT BEJIMKOTO Tepliora HUKOT0 He OymeT, Hago co0na3HuTh ero U 3adpaTh 00paTHO
JIUCBHH GYCHI.

Ho moyeMy Kou4ecTBO JIIOfeN, KOTOPHIX S BCTPeUalo, BCE eIll€ YBeIuYnuBaeTCs?

Kakas 3mech cuimbHasi 000poHa!



OxpaHa CTOsJIa BAOJIb JOPOTH OT I'OP K Iropoay, OT ropoaa K 3aMKYy M OT 3aMKad K PE3UOEHIINN
BEJIMKOT'O repuora.

«Korpa MHe ymacTcs CTallUTh 3TU JIUChU OYCHI?»

A 470, ecnu 9Ta ToJMa NoCaeayeT 3a HUM U B KOMHAaTy?

[Toka 51 BonmHOBanach 06 3TOM, IIPUIIJIO BPEMS CHEJIAaTh MEPBLIY AT K 3aMKY, I'ie 00MTaeT BeIUKUAN
TepIIorT.

B 3TOT pas cTpaxka cpasy ke CXBAaTHIIa MEeHsI U BhIBEIA.

— Yro BH celiuac fejaeTe? — CIPOCUTT BeIUKUY KHA3b, TPEOBIBABIIN B JIETKOM IIIOKE.

— Jla! Yro BH fienaeTe? — OTBETHA S C TPUYM@aNbHEIM BUIOM, OKMHYB B3TJISA0M OXpaHy ¥ TPSIXHYB
IIEPCTHIO.

Crnerka CMYTHUBIIXCH, CTPA2KHUK HAa4adJl 3aUKAThCA:

— Bartie BHICOYECTBO, BH HE MOXKETE IIPUHOCHUTE KNBOTHEIX B TJIaBHBIA ABOpe€EI...

Tr! 4 e muca, KOTOPYO IPUHEC BemuKuid repuor! IToCKOIbKy 9TO 3aMOK BEJTUKOTO I'epIiora, Y4To
MOKEeT TIOMeIIaTh eMy [eJIaTh TakK, KaK OH MoXKeaeT?

— Kaxk B mocMenu oOparmiaThCcs ¢ Hell Tak rpy60? — ciupocuin ®uep, MyK4YruHa, KOTOPHIHM IIPOAOJIKal
COTIPOBOXKOATh BEJIMKOI0 replora.

— Torpma Kak ¢ He oOpamaTbCsi? — OTBETUIT CTPAXKHUK.

— Pa3Be oHa MMOMMET, maxKe ecjid CKa3aTh ed CJI0OBaMu?

— Kaxk XKUBOTHBIE IIOHUMAIOT CJIOBA?

Ho g mouumaio! 9 IIOCMOTPeEJIa Ha BEJIMKOI'0O repuora riia3aMu, MOJIAIMUMUA BITYCTHUTh.

Kak TonpKO Mowm ria3a YCTaHOBUJIX KOHTAKT C I''tTa3aMU Irepiora, OH OOHSITT MEHS.

OH TOHSJI, YTO S cKa3aja?



— Jluca, Tebe Tyma Helb34...

A 0H mpaBa He MOHKMMAEeT, YTO 5 TOBOPIO.

— MHe npupeTcs cuenath Tebe HOBBIM OOM, — CKa3all BeJIUKH TepIIorT.

Ox, BOT OHO.

X X x

[Tocrne THICSYU 1T yCEpOHOU paboTH OBIIO He TaK CI0XKHO OTCTYIUTh Ha3aj U MIPOSIBUTH TEPIIEHHUE.

Tak 4To IIEPBLEIM OEJIOM A CIIOKOMHO pa3y3Halla CUTyalluIO, KaK JIKUCa, YTOORI HE IIOBTOPATH omubKH,
COoeJlaHHbIe MHOTO JIET Ha3a[.

CHayalla s IpoY€EckiBaja OKPECTHOCTH 3aMKa ¥ CEeKPEeTHO H3ydalla ero reorpaduio.

— Ox, ucuna, KOTOpyio BeJIMKUY TepIoT IPUHEC, YKe BCI0 MECTHOCTh 061a3ua, — TOBOPUIM JTIONH.

He cekpeTHO, a JOTOILIHO.

B 1enoM, y4acToOK OBIT KPYTJIBIM.

KpenocTs, mocTpoeHHas Ha 03epe, Obllla OKpy2KeHa OONbIUINMY CTEHAMHU, U B CEPEOUHE HAXOMUITUCh
TPU 3aMKa, TPEYTOIbHO CTPYKTYPUPOBaHHEIE.

B cepenguHe TPEX 3aMKOB Pa3HOM BLICOTHI HAXOMUJICS BEJIMKOJIEHbIHM POHTaH, 1 pa3Ho0oOpa3Hbie
IIBETH KPaCUBO PaCITyCKa/INCh B PsAfiax BOKPYT.

Benugui repoor oCTaBaJiCAd B TOM U3 TpéX, roe CaMasd BBEICOKaAsS KPBHIIIA.

Hecxkonbko CTPaXXHHUKOB PENIUTEIJIBHO OXPaHAIIN 3aMOK. A monumMana, 4TO Y MEH{ HET IIaHCOB
IIOIIaCTh BHYTPbG.

Torma s pelunia BOCIIOIb30BATHCS CBOMM YMEHHEM IIPEBPAIIATLCS B XKMBOTHOE, UTOOLI TPOHUKHYTH B
3aMoOK. 4 Hamta HeOO0IbIIoe OTBEPCTHE, ITOX0Kee Ha Co0aYbi0 HOPY, U IOMbITAIach IIPOJIe3Th Yepes
Hero. OgHAKO Jaxke MypaBei He cMOr Ol TPOOPaThCS B 3aMOK, I'le HaXOIUIICS BEIMKUY TepPIIoT.

¢ Havasa ucciaenoBaTh MECTHOCTh U MPUCIIYIIMBATLCS K Pa3roBopaM peiliapel u ciayr. OHu
00CyXKIaji, YTO BEJIUKWH repIior UCKaa MeHs. JTO OBIJI0 HEOXKUOAHHO, IOTOMY YTO S HE AyMaja, YTo



OH 3HAET 0 MOEM CyLIeCTBOBAHUHU.

Benukwuii Tepror XKujl B HEIIPHKacaeMOM 3aMKe, HO 0Ka3aJioCh, YTO OH HAaXOOUTCS TakK OJIM3K0, KaK U
Ka3asiock. Korga oH BIepBhle YBUE MEHS, OH Ha3BaJl MEHS «Thl, TaM», ¥ MHE CTaJI0 CTPAIIHO.
KaxeTcs, OH HA C KEM He pa3roBapuBajl, KPOMe CBOUX CIIYT.

4 nabmogarna 3a HUM HECKOJIbKO THEHN ¥ 3aMeTHUJIa, YTO OH BeIET OTHOCUTENIbHO OOBIUHYIO XKU3Hb.
Becr meHb 0H paboTaeT, a yTpOM U BedepoM TpeHupyetcs. [locie TpeHUPOBKY OH 00XOIUT 3aMOK C
[IBOPELKUM U I0JTydaeT Pa3IuyHbe OTUETHL.

Opnaxael Idep, IBOPEUKUM, 0OCTAHOBUJICS Y KOHIOIIHY, YTOOHI YBUETh MeHs. OH CIIPOCHII, XOPOIIO
T MEHSI KOPMST, U 9 OTBETUTIA, UYTO Aa. Torga OH CKa3asl, 4TO Hy>KHO IIOCTPOUTH capau A7 JIUCH,
IIOTOMY YTO 3TUX KUBOTHBIX TPYIHO COIEPXKATh.

Sdep ynuIOHYIICS Ha MIHOBEHHUE, a TIOTOM IIPUKPHII POT JTaJ0HBI0, OyATO cuepxkuBas cMmex. OH
IIPOYUCTHUII TOPJIO U OBICTPO OCMOTPEJICS BOKPYT.

«Jla, g MOHAI», — CKa3aJ OH.

4 mogymarna, 4YTO OH [eMCTBUTENIBHO CIEOUT 3a TeM, KaK BHITJIIOUT, IIOTOMY YTO OH BBIHYJI JAaKOMCTBO
13 KapMaHa U IIPOTSHY ero MHe. 9To Oblna BsijleHas yTKa, KoTopas Obllla TaKoM 3Ke COYHOM U
MATKOM, KaK MsCO, KOTOPOe s IIO/Iy4Yusia B IEPBLIM pas.

4 mogHsIa TONIOBY, Kycas JJAKOMCTBO, ¥ 3aMeTua, 94To Jdep HabmomaeT 3a MHOU CO CTECHUTEIBHON
ynei0Kou. YeM mombiie s HAOMomana 3a HUM, TeM 00JIblle YyBCTBOBala PA3HUIY MEXOY HUM U
37107eeM U3 HOBEJUIH. ¢ He MOTJIa IIOBePUTh, YTO YEJIOBEK, KOTOPHIH 6ECKOHEUHO XOPOIIIO0 OTHOCUTCS
K JKUBOTHBIM, MOXKET OBITH 3JI0IEEM.

* % x

TpeTuii meHsb, Kak 5 MPOHUKIIA B 3aMOK.

«Tenepb HyKHO BEPHYTh JIUCHU OYCHI...»

By'CBI 13 JIMCHEro XBOCTa OBIIH OJIsd MEH KdK OyIlla, IOKMHYBIIAA TEJIO U BOLIEOIIasd B Y€JIOBEYECKOe.
Bo3M0oXkHO, 113-3a TOT0, YTO YeJIOBeYEeCKUI OyX HeCOEP2KaH, 4 9YBCTBOBaAJId, KaK MO d)n3nquKa${
cuna ciaabeer OE€Hb OTO OHA.

Ho s BCé PaBHO He MOrI'Jia IIOAIINCAaTh CTOJIETHUM KOHTPAKT C 3TUM YEJIOBEKOM.

OTOT mapeHb — APSX/IBIM MyKUYWHa, KOTOPHIH uieT c6exkaBlIyio HEBECTY. 1 BUeNla ero BCero ABa
[HS, HO y2Ke MOTY CKa3aTh, UYTO OH OY€Hb LIEHUT CBOE JIUIIO.



A Tak Kak XeHIMHa IIepeq alTapeéM cOexalla ¥ 0II030puiia CEMbI0O MOHapXa, MOT JI OH BOT TaK
0CTaBaThCA?

MoxeIb 1 THI TO3BOJIUTH cebe OTHATh CepAlle APYToM B TAaKOM CUTyaIuu?

¢l OBIna MOTHOCTHIO TOTOBA U XK[aJla IOOXOISIIero MOMEHTaA.

Korpma Benukwmii replior BEIIIEN Ha IIPOTYIKY OfUH mociie obefa, KOTma BCe CIYTH €JIH, a 9CKOPT U
®pép TOXKE He C HUM — 3TO OBIJIO MIeasIbHO M7t COOIa3HeHus.

Kak u oxupganocs, BeJIMKUU Ieplor MeOJIEHHO BBILIEN U3 IIyCTOT0 cafa.

Cpa3y e II0CJIe TOTrO0, KaK HOBEJIJIa BBIIIIIA, OH CTall KOpeIZCKOfI 3HAMEHHUTOCTBIO, KOTOPYIO CII0OKHO
HEeHaBUETh.

U nocrne Toro, Kak s mepeogesnachk B GopMy TOPHUYHOM, KOTOPYIO IIPUTOTOBMUIIA 3apaHee, 5 MOIIa B
capg ¥ CTaja feflaTh BU[, YTO IOJTUBAIO €TO0.

«Xa! Kakas xe 1 yMHas nucal»

B mpounki#l pa3, KOrfa s mepeofeBanach B TOPHUYHY0, MHE CKa3aJld, YTO 3TO HEXOPOIIO, U
3aIpeTUIU 3aX0OUTh HA YYaCTOK CO CJIaIKUM KapTodeseM.

«BoT 31€ech PaCKpPEIBAeTCA MOM OIIBIT B UYTE€HWM HOBEJII...»

[Toka s XBaJIHIach ¥ TOPAUIACh COOOM, BeJIUKHI repIlor, KaK BCEerya, 3aliéy B cafl, e ObIa .

«IlepBas BCTpeyYa [oIKHa OBITh 3aIIOMUHAIONIEHCS, TPABUIBHO?»

Korpga BEJIMKUM repoor mpoxomuii MUMO, 1 CJ'Iy‘-I&fIHO YPOHUIIa KYBIIWMH U3 €TI0 PYK.

«On!..»

KyBimH nmepeBepHYJICS, U BOfa CJieTKa HaMo4uia o0yBb Teplora.

«MHe xanb, Bame BricouecTBo Benmukuii repiior...»

4 GEICTPO OIYCTHJIA TOJIOBY, & IIOTOM 3aUTPHLIBAIOIIE TIONHSTIA €.



I1o 3TOr0 MOMEHTa g CMOTPEJIa Ha BEJIMKOT'O repiora TOJIBKO C BEICOTEI JIMCEI, 1 CTPAHHO OBII0
0OKa3aThbCsA C HUM Ha OOHOM YPOBHE.

«Pa3Be certyac He BpeMs o0ema?»

A MrHOBEHHO HallpaBHuJla CHJIY B I''la3a U UCIIOJIb30BaJla ee.

Y meBsiTH XBOCTOB €CTh [IE€BSITh CUJI, I CaMasi Iy4Ilasi CIOCOOHOCTh U3 HUX — Marudeckas
BO3MOXKHOCTb CO0Ia3HATh cobeceHUKa. ITO CTUMYNIUPYET rITy0oKue NOTPeOHOCTH, CO3TAET
UJITIO3UI0 BIIOOJIEHHOCTH M IIPUBSI3HIBAET YeJIOBEKA.

V3 HeBUUMOTI0 XBOCTa 51 MOTJIa BUAETh IOIy0yI0 HaKOIJIEHHYI0 SHEPIUi0, KOTopas JIUach K
BEJIUKOMY T'epIIOTy.

«IH...»

Ho korma mos romy6asi SHEPrus OOIIIa 0 HeTO, OHA OTIIPHITHY/A B Pa3HbIe CTOPOHBI, U BEJTUKWH
TEepPIIOT BCE eIIlé CMOTPENT HAa MEHS C XOJIOMHBIM JTHIIOM.

«ITouemy He paboTaeT? Takoro paHbllle HUKOTA HE CIIy4aioCch?»

4 Owlna crmerka OlllapalieHa.

«Ax... He TIIOJIy4aeTCA UCIIOJIE30BATh MOU CHUJIBI TAKUM crrocobom».

Tenepb S BJIXJIA BCIO CHUJIY B 3TO.

K cuacTsio, B 3TOT pa3 ronybas sHEPTHs PaclpoCTPaHUIIAch II0 eTro Tely, Kak Toraa, Korjaa 6ycuHa
IIPOHUKJIA TYAa.

«I"'oToBO!»

Benukuii repijor TyMaHHO IIOCMOTpeIT Ha MeHs. Kak OynTo mpeBpaTUiiCcs B BEePHOT'0 MHCTUHKTAM IICa,
KOTOPOT'0 MPaBUJILHO MTOTIagUIIH.

4 no3Bonuia eMy IPUOGIU3UTH JIULO K MOEMY.

«Batre BricouecTBO Benukuii repuor...»

4 6e3 npoMenieHNs BHITSHYJIA PYKY, KOCHYJIACh €T0 JIMla ¥ BCTajla Ha HOCOUKHY.



Korga oH HEMHOTO IIPUOTKPHII I"YGBI, S PEemUTETIbHO ITPUOBUHYJIACE.

[Tomenyi, CIIyCTsl CTOJIBKO BPDEMEHHU.
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