OH.IYHJ;GHI/IG GBICTpO IIepeniio B 00KUT AN H ZKap, OT KOTOPOT'O Ka3aJioCh, 4YTO CaMa ero Koxa
KHUIINUT, a 3aTeéM CHOBd CMEHHJIOCh CMEPTEJIbHEIM XOJIOOOM.

fn mpogoiKan neicTBoBaTh TaKUM 00pa30oM, 3aCTaBJIsAsl er0 YyBCTBOBATh YepeloBaHue LIUKIIOB
3aMep3aHus U OTTaWBaHUS, U TAKUM 00Pa30M ITHITANICS CJIOMATh €T0 IICUXUKY.

ApaxHun MefJIeHHO ITOHSJICS, BCe ellle HaXOAsCh 107 BO3LEUCTBUEM BCeX [I0BPeXKOEeHU, KOTOPhIEe
HaHec eMy Jlronuyc.

~MHe HYXKHO 3aKOHYUTh 3TO Celyac, ~ mogymain JIIounyc, IeITasiCh MoIIeBenuThCss. OmHAKO OH
00HAPYKHUJI, YTO COBEPIIEHHO He KOHTPOJIMPYET CBOM KOHEYHOCTH. M B TO 3Ke BpeMs ero IjIoTh
CJIOBHO OKaMeHesla: OHa CTajla CJIOBHO KaMEeHHOM, Tpo3s B TI000H MOMEHT OTOPBAThLCS.

Apaxuup npuiien B cebs 1 mocMoTpenl B cTOpoHy Jlronuyca. XoTs JIionuyc OB yBepeH, YTO
HaXOOUTCS B II0JIe ero 3peHUsI, Ka3ajloCh, YTO OHO He CMOTPUT IIPSAMO Ha Hero.

~MoxXeT, OH cJieroi?" - 3afiajics OH BOIIPOCOM, IT0OKa apaxHup npubnuxkaincs K Hemy. Korga o
nopoiesn O1uXKe, OH HaBUC HaJl HAM, eT0 JKa/IALUui XBOCT METHYJICS K HEMY.

B TOT caMbIif MOMEHT, KOTa XBOCT y2Ke TOTOB OBbIJT pa30pBaTh €ro, OH OGPOCUIICS HABCTPedy, 06XBaTHUB
ero ¥ He JaBas eMy IIPOTKHYTh cebs.

~BoT 3T0 6BITI0 6/IM3K0, ~ B3MOXHYJ OH C 061erdyenneM. OgHaAKO SIHOBUTHIE BHICTYIIEI, KA3aJloCh,
OexKa/y ¥ 110 XBOCTY apaxHU/Ia, OTPABIIAS ero elre OoJbIie.

~K 4epTy 3TO, ~ mMOfIyMaJl OH, ero MUP Me[JIEeHHO TYCKHEJ. ~OT0 eqUHCTBEHHbIHN BHIXO[. ..

JTroryc OBICTPO BBI3BAJI CBOM KPYKC, ¥ B TOT XK€ MUT ITPOU3HEC 3aKJIMHAHKE COJTHEYHOT'0 OYHUIIEHHUS.
U c aTuM 0H [TOYYBCTBOBAJI, KaK AEUCTBUE fa MEe[JIeHHO pacCenBaeTCs U3 ero Tena. M3 ero mnop
BHIJIe/IsAIaCh rycTasl YepHas Kuxa.

ApaxHup OTIPHITHY Ha3all, KaK TOJIbKO YBUMEN CTPaHHOE CBeueHue, HaOmonas, Kak
TIOMUHeCIeHTHas GpopMa Jlonunyca o3apseT HOYHOU Jiec. Ha MTHOBEHUE OH CJIOBHO 3aCThII B IIIOKE,
npepnoyuTas HaOmonaTh, a He HamafaTh.

~4 He ocnen? H]EOLII/IYC TIIOHAJI, 9TO ITPEKPAaCHO BUOUT. Ha camoM mene, Ka3anoch, YTO OH BUOUT JaxKe
JIy4dIiie, 4eM PaHBbIIE... YTO-TO U3MEHHUJIOCE.

C KaX[o¥ KapTUHKOW, KOTOPOIi MUTAJICS ero pa3yM, o0aBIsaIach JOIOHUTEIbHAS AeTallb. ITO
OBLIO TPYZHO OMKCATh, HO OH IIOYTH YYBCTBOBAJI KOIMYECTBO TEIJIa, KOTOPOE HCXOOMUIO0 OT KazKOoro
obOpa3za. KoHuenuus Obifla ClIerka 3alyTaHHOM, HO OH He coOupasncs yriay0asaThCs B HEe CIIUIIKOM
ry6oKo.



~3T0 X0poIIo 1 BCe TAKOE, HO 3Ta IITYKa II0X02XKa Ha TaHkK", - nmogymarnl HIO].II/IYC, riagagsa Ha CBOIO
XKEpPTBY. Ona Bce ele OepP2Kalla IBe IIepeqHure JIallbl B BO3AYXE, TOTOBAd OTPA3UTh mi00BIe aTaKu B
T'Jla3a, KOTOpPLIE, II0X0XKe, OBLIH €€ eIMHCTBEHHEIM XH3HEHHO Ba2KHEIM MECTOM.

BEICTPO IPOKPYTUB B I'0JI0BE BCE BO3MOXKHEIE BAPUAHTHl A€UCTBUM, JIIOLMYC NPUILEN K BEIBOAY.

Ou Gpocuicst K HeMy, ¥ B OTBET TOT OTIIPLITHYJI Ha3afl, UCITyCKas IOTOKHM $S7a, I0Ka OH CO37aBall
HEKOTOPOe pacCTosiHKe. JII0IMyC TaHIeBall BOKPYT KaXKOOTr0 BEICTPENa, BUOS WX SICHO KaK JIeHb.

"Ecrnu s He MOTy ITPOOUTDH TBOIO KOXKY, IIPUAETCS IIPOCTO UCIIETIEIUTh ee", - IpoIlenTan oH, 6pocas B
HET0 COJIHEYHYIO BCIIHIIIKY.

"He mymaro, uto rpub OymeT oueHb paj 3ToMy", - mpolrenTas JIIoIuyc, oCMaTpUBast CBOIO JOOBIYY U
BCIIOMUHAS €€ CyTh.

XOTs OH OBLI elje 2K1B, ero KaMeHHad K0ZXKa Oblsla COXK2KEeHa, r'jla3a I0JIHOCThIO HCIIQPUIINCH, a
B3PEBIBHAsS CHJIA 3dKJIMHAHUA WCKaJIednJid HOT'H.

VI3 CKPHITHIX OTBEPCTUH COYMIIach 3ejieHas KUOKOCTh, KOTopas, 10 MHeHHIo JIiomuyca, Oblyia ero
KPOBBIO, @ XBOCT CBUCAJI II0]] HETTOHSITHBIM yTJIOM, CBEPHYBUIUCH B COOCTBEHHOM CKPHITOM SIfIE.

OcTopoxkHO 06BsI3aB TEJIO JIMAHOM, OH Hayall CBOM IyTh 06paTHO B y1areps. [IyTeniecTBOBaTh HOYbIO
OBLJIO OIIACHO, I03TOMY €My IIPUXOAMIOCH OBITh HaueKy. OH MPOBEPSJT KaXKOBIN 3BYK, KOTOPHIH
CTBIIIAJ, ¥ MHOTHA 3abupascs Ha IepeBo, 4ToOH pa3BefaTh 00CTAaHOBKY.

~CrtpanHo. [ToueMy s Temeph SICHO BUXKY? ~ - HeJJOyMeBaJl OH, BRI3BIBAST CBOM KPYKC, KOTa
IpUOIU3UIICS K JTarepio.

B TOT XKe Mur ero YYBCTBaA IIE€PEHAIIPATIIUCE, GYKBaJ'IBHO OCJIETIUB €ro0. bomb IIPOH3MJIa €ro, Kak
MOJIHUS, 3dCTaBUB YIIACTh HAa 3€MIJII0, 3dKPEIB I'OJIOBY PYKAaMHU.

~W3-3a 3TOr0??~ MOHSAJ OH II0CJIE HEKOTOPOTO Pa3gyMbsl.

Ero 3peHue HarmoMuHano nHdpakpacHoe, HO, Toxoxe, Oojee MoirHOe. KOHEYHO, OHO ITO3BOJISIIO MY
I0JTy4aTh UHPOPMAIIHUIO O TETIJIOBOM M3TyYEeHUM OKPYKAIOIeld MeCTHOCTH, HO 3TO ObIJI0 cl1a00CThiO
TOJIBKO 3a IIpefenaMu TeMHOTO Jieca, TakK Kak Ka3ajloCh, YTO KOJIUYECTBO IEPEBhEB B 3€JIEHOM JIECY
IOCTaTOYHO, YTOORI BHI3BATH I1€PEBO30YKIOEHNUE.

~XM, 3HAUUT, 5 10J1aralo, 4YTo BCe AepeBbs B TeMHOM j1eCcy OBUIM JeWCTBUTENIBHO MEPTBHI.
2KyTKOBaTO... ~ IOIyMaJl OH, IpeX/e YeM cHeslaTh HeOObIIOoN IIepepLIB, YTOOH aTh



1epeBO30YKIEHUIO OCTHITh.

~Ho ecnu nIpuBBIKHYTH, TO Yepe3 HEKOTOPOE BpeMS 1 CMOI'y MCIIOJIb30BaTh CBOE "COTHEYHOE" 3peHue
B OOBIYHOM JIECY, ~ TIOAyMaJl OH.

‘-Iepes HECKOJIbBKO MUHYT 3PpEHNE BEPHYJIOCE, YTO B HeKOTOpOfI CTelleHHU IIOOTBEePOUJIO er0 I'uIIoTe3y.
C06HpaHCB YXOOUTh, OH 3aMETUJI, UYTO aPaXHUI OCTABUJI Ha 3eMJi€ CJien sAna. OH OBl X0po1Io BuaeH
daXKe IIPU TyCKJIOM CBETE JIYHHI.

~Kaxk xe 51 He y4es 9Toro? ~ mogyMal OH, Kopsi ce6si 3a 0MacHOCTb, KOTOPYIO OH €[IBa He CO3[al OJis
narepsi.

OH mopyMarl, 4To MHOTHE CyllecTBa OyayT u30erath CIIefioB sfia, HO O TaKUX CYILIECTB, KakK TPUOH,
71T KOTOPHIX s OBLT IIEHHBIM PECYPCOM, 3TO MOTJIO ITOKA3aThCs NEHEXKHEIM CliefioM. [103ToMy OH
HEOXOTHO TIOIIIeNI Ha3afl, UCII0Ib3YsI OKPYKAIOIIYIO I'PS3b, YTOOBI CKPHITh OCTABIEHHBIE UM CJIE[IHI.

~HeT, HO 3TO0 He cpaboTaeT, ~ MOHSJ OH, TPUOIKKASCE K JTarepio. {1, BEpOSTHO, UCITyCKal KaKOU-TO
3amax, KOTOPHIM OH HE MOT ITOYyBCTBOBATh, HO MOT BRI3BAaTh OXOTHHUKOB. I103TOMY OH peIlus He
BO3BpAIIATh ITayKa B JIarephb.

OH crpsiyeT ero Ha fiepeBe Hemopaneky u OyoeT oTaaMbIBaTh OT HETO KYCOYKH, KOTa TOHAag00UTCS.
[Toka, KOHEYHO, OH He CO3[acT BOKPYT jareps HOCTaTOYHO Mep 6€30I1aCHOCTH, YTOOH HE NOMYCTUTD
BHYTPB TaKyI0 yrpo3y 6e30macHOCTH.

)%

" CBETOHOCHBIH, THI BEPHYIICS! ~ PagoCTHO 3aKpUyas A3RIYHUK, YBUIEB, KaK U3 Jleca MOSBUIACh
durypa Jlronuyca. BriTo yke paHHee yTpo, U COJIHIIE BOT-BOT JOJI2KHO ObIJIO B3OUTH.

XoTs OH ucHenun ceds, ero Teno OBII0 TPSI3HBEIM, ¥ OTBPATUTE IbHAS BOHL THUIONIETO sfa MPUINIIIA K
€ero Temny.

~YTo-HuOyOb CIIYYUIIOCH, IOKA MeHs He ObII0? CIIpocu JIIoIuyc, yKe MOTyCOHHBIH.

"Hudero", - oTBeTUN fA3BIYHUK, 3aABIXasICh OT 3araxa, UCXOOUBIIETO OT Tejia Jlronuyca.

"YT10-TO Cyumaoch?" crpocun JIrouuyc, mpexae 4yeM 3eBHYTh, 3aMETHUB, YTO fA3BIYHUKY, 10X0XKe, He
o cebe.

"Hert, Huuero. OgHako, CBETOHOCHBIH, ST IyMal0, YTO BCS 9Ta XKUAKOCTH, IIPUIMIIIIAS K TBOEMY Tey,
MOxkeT OBITh OmacHa. HeT yu crmoco6a n36aBUTHCS OT Hee?" CIIPOCHI S3BIYHUK, ITHITASICh CAEPKATh
Kalllesb, TJISAS Ha 3eJIeHble ¥ YepPHBIe OTMETHHEI 110 BceMy Teny JIiomuyca.



"A?" orBeTun JItouuyc, TOMBKO Ceryac 3aMETUB, UTO OH IIOHOCTHIO ITOKPHIT 3aCOXIIAM SA0M U
BLIIEJIEHUSIMU.
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