"YepT, 3eMJIepoiiKa, Tl IOHUMAEIh, YTO THI le/laellb? Thl OTKPHITO Halalla Ha KalKuTaHa CITyKObI
6e3omacHocTy ropoga O9HMIHB, BEPHUIIIL UM HET, HO 51 Tebs mpuctpenual"

JTto Ipxa Ov1n B spocTu. OH HACTYMIUJI Ha TaKOM OOJBIION KYCOK epeBa OOHOM HOTOM, HO OBIIO
IOCTAaTOYHO GOJIbHO, UTOOI IPUAABUTE €TI0, I0O9TOMY OH YCMEXHYJICS 1 06pyras ero Ha MecTe.

OnHako OH Ha3hIBaJI CTApPYI0 MOHAXMHIO U 3eMJIEPOMKOM, CTapast MOHAXUHS OT MIPUPOAH! Obia
IIOBOJILHO BHIHOCJIMBOM, BMECTO TOT'O YTOOHI IBUTAaTh HOTAaMU, OHa CUJIbHO HaJaBUJjla BHU3, TIOMelast
JKU3Hb U CMEPTh U3 CBOETr0 XKMUBOTa. Mos cTapyxa He O0UTCSI CMEPTH, IIO3TOMY OHAa BepHYJach Ha3apn!

"Xm¢, Ban Ba Jlaouzsl, s ciayra 'ocrioma. Ecnu y Te6st eCTh BO3MOXKHOCTS, Y0el MeHs. [laxke eCITH ThI
yObelrs MeHs1, ['ocriomb HakaxeT Te0s!

ThI COXXKelTb MOM XpaM TOJIbKO CBOUMHU 3y0aMu. ECNiu T TOCMeEEITh CXKedb, MOSI CTapyXa OCMEIUTCS
naTth TeOe CUIIbHEIN OTIIOpP U yOheT Tebs! "

"Xa, 4TO 3a MyCTOY POT, MHE BCE PaBHO, TOCIIOOUH THl UJIX HET, MOU ITIOAYMHEHHEIE HAIIIU JIOTOBO
JeTy4ey MBIIY B TBOEU HHOCTPaHHOU IEPKBHU. JleTy4yas MBI YHUYTOXKNUIIA UCTOYHUK BOIHL B TOPOAE
deHrMeH.

Mos 3amaya - HAUTH JIOTOBO JIETYYUX MBILIEN U CXKEUYb BCEX JIETYYUX MBIIIEN.

CoxKeHue JIEeTYyYUX MBIIIEeN IpUBEedeT K COXKKEHUIO Ballled UHOCTPAaHHOU LepKBU. HeT HUKaKOoro
KOoH(puKTa! 9TO Ha3bIBAeTCs JIOTHKA, Thl MOHKUMaeIns? boruns! "

"TI'mynocTy, IoYeMy Thl TOBOPUIIL, YTO B MOEU LePKBU €CTh JieTyuure Mbiu! Y moyeMy ecth netyyue
MBIIIH, YTOOBI C2KeYb MOIO IIePKOBb!"

Ecnu TH He HACTYNHINIb Ha MOe TeJI0, ecyiu 51 6010Ch CMEPTH, TO 51 He IOCTOUH OHITH ciyrou ['ocnoma! "
Crapast MOHaxuHs Bce 0omblre u 00JIbIlle CepaunIach, ToKa roBOpuiIa 00 3TOM, ¥ CBUPEIIO CIIPOCHIIA:
"Ckaxu, ckaxu! [Touemy!"

JTro Opxa ObLI MOYTH pa3mpaxked. OH ObIT KAIIUTAHOM OXPAHH B ropoge ®9HM3HbB, a C HUM TaK
oOpalramucs.

JTto Dpxa MOHSIT TUCTONET, HallpaBU eT0 Ha TOJI0BY CTApO¥ MOHAXWHU U 37T00HO 3aCKPHUIIE
3ybamu:

"TloueMy, XaM, g X049y, UTOOBI THl 3HaJ, IOYEMY UMEHHO celdac, IOTOMY YTO Y MEHS B PYKe
nucronet!".

Opnaxo JTro 9pxa CHOBa pa3odapoBaics. OH myMal, 94To eMy YOacTcsl 00MaHyTh CTapyl0 MOHAXUHIO,
HO Ta He MCIIyTaiiach. BMeCTO 3TOT0 OH MPSIMO MPHU2KAJI CBOM MUCTOJIET K 3eMJIe, a 3aTEM CHesIall
HECKOJIbKO MOJIUTBEHHHIX JKECTOB, 0UeHb 61ar0YeCTHBO Pa3roBapuBasi caM C COOOH,

"Tocmiogu, TBOM O1aro4eCcTUBENIINH CIyra MOIuTCsa Tebe, IepKOBb eCTh, a 1IepKoBb MepTBa!”

ITocne Toro, Kak CTapasad MOHaXMHS CKa3alla 3TO, OHa, Ka3aJIoCh, IIPOHUKIIACh 0EeCKOHEUHBEIM
My2KeCTBOM, CHOBd CTOJIKHYBIIINCE C JIro 9p0M, " IIpeXXHue p06KI/Ie 9MOIINHU OBIIIH CTEPTHI. B aTto
BpeMsd OHa, KakK COJIgaT, 6eCCTpaI.T.IHO CMOTpeEJIa Ha JIro Spa Xa, 0TYasTHHO CKa3aja:



"XM@, THI MOZKEIITh CTPENISATh, €CTU eCTh B! Brl MoxkeTe yOUTh MEHS, HO MOSI KU3Hb MPUHAIJIEKUT
Bcemorytemy I'ocmony, u 5T TOTOBa I0XKEPTBOBATH €10 B TF060M MOMEHT.

YT0OBEl BOCCTAHOBUTD I[€PKOBB, 5 IMIPOIIET Yepe3 IPeBPaTHOCTH XKU3HH, He 3alyMEIBAsICh IIOXYe],
CTHCHYII 3yOHl 1 He GOSITICS KEPTB.

Ecnu BH [OMIXKHEL CXKeYb 1IEPKOBb, 1 YMPY BMecTe ¢ Bamu! "

[Toka OHA roBOpMJIA, CTApas MOHAXUHS He 3Haja, rae ee cuibl. OHa cxBaTuia pykKy JIo Ipxa,
IepKaBIIYIO MUCTOJIET, ¥ [T0] JeNCTBUEM CHJIEI PA3BEPHYJIA AYJI0 ¥ HampaBuia ero Ha Jlro 9pxa. Mos
cTapyxa xo4eT 1mopaboTaTs ¢ TOOOM.

Ho B aTOT MOMeHT JIfo 9pxa ucmyranach U TNIyIo BEIpyragack: Huma, cymacuieqmias, Toe Cuia 3Tou
CTapyxu, Kakas cuna!

Oco6GeHHO TS Ha YEePHYIO ORIPY MOPALI, OH IIOBEPHYJICS K HEMY JI00M, U CEPJILIe eTo II0XO0JIONENO.
MoxeT nmu OBITh TaK, YTO CETOMHS OH II0XKEPTBYET 3[eCh CBOEH XKU3HBIO?

JIto Opxa B TAaKOM OTYAsTHUH, OH He XOYET YMHUPATh, OH ellle He 3a6pasl CBOI0 IPEKPACHYI0 Ky3UHY, OH
ellle He YHACJIeOBaJl CBOIO CEMBIO, OH ellle He...

OcTanoch CIUIIKOM MHOTO Hel.

JTto Opxa C HETEPIIEHHEM CMOTPEJI, KaK CTapas MOHAXMHS COOMPAETCs HAXKaTh Ha KYPOK, ¥ CEPALEe
€ro XO0JIOHEJIO OO CaMoTro OHa. B mocnenHui MOMEHT CBOeH XKU3HU OH IIOHSJ, YTO €CTh B 9TOM MUpe
YeJI0BEK, KOTOPOTO HEJIb3s1 00UOETH, - 3TO XKeHIHa! OCOOEHHO OTYASTHHEIE CTAPYXH.

OpHako TeIlePb OH IIOHAJI 3TO CIIMIOIKOM IIO3OHO.

Croi Ce cTOsIT B CTOPOHE, HAbII0Mast 3a 3TOM CIIeHOM, M 6eCIIOMOIITHO Kaydas roj0Boi. Mi3HavyanbHO OH
He coOuparcs 3aHUMAThCS 3TUM BormpocoM. OH IIPOCTO XOTeJT MOO0XK/IaTh, II0Ka OHK 3aKOHYAT CBOU
pa300pKH, a MOTOM HaWTH ITOBOJ IIOTOBOPUTE CO CTAapO¥ MOHaxuHel u yuTu. Halitu Koctu otia Ly u
IIOXOPOHUTE €T0.

4 He 3HAIO, KaK BCe CJIOXKUJIOCH B 3TOU CUTyaluu. Ecriu MBI CHOBa He IIpedlpuMeM MepEl, TO, 110
oueHkaM, JI1o Ipxa, KaluTaH 0XpaHkl, GOUTCS, YTO CTApyI0 MOHAXUHIO IeHCTBUTEIHHO YOBIOT".

B atot momeHT ¢urypa Croi 113 3ameBenunacs, Kak paHTOM, ©CYe3JIa C MECTa, a Korja ero purypa
TI0Ka3ajlach CHOBA, OH yKe CTOSJT I03a[¥ CTapOi MOHAXUHHU.

BricTaBUB HOT'YM, OH HAIPaBUJICA K TOMY MECTY, I'le IBO€ MYKYUH B3JIA OPYXKUe.
[TouTu B TO XK€ BpeMs g YCIIbIIIAJ pe3KUX 3BYK "0ax", 3T0 OBIJI BLICTPEJI, B HETO CTPesnu!

OmHaxko, K 60JIBIIIOMY CYaCThi0, HA MECTE BRICTPeIa He OBLIO CLIeHHE Pa36PHI3TUBAHUS KPOBH, MY TIs
TIOYTH MPOTepJa yxo JI1o dpxa U yoapuiach 0 3eMii0 CO0KY OT ero T'OJIOBHL.

[Tonoe oTBepCTHE OT IyJIX BCE €lIle JEIMUIIOCH, & B HO3MAPIO yIapui 3alax I10poXa, OCTaBIIUNUCS OT
Yy,

B 3T0 Bpems JIio Opxa He pearupoasa 6oJIbie BCeX.

Crapasi MOHaxuHs BAPYT B yXKace BCTajla U 3aKpudara,



"Ax! 4, s mecTBUTEILHO KOTO-TO yOuma!"
3aTeM, KakK TOJIBKO T'OJI0C yIIajl, OH IIOTEPSJI CO3HaHUE IPSAMO Ha 3eMJII0.

Croii L3 6e3Mo1iBHO HabJII0a 3a 3TOM CI[EHOM, 1 He TIOIIes IacKaTh CTapylo MoHaxuHi0, Ma 13, oH
moyKeH ObLI CKa3aTh, MyKeCTBO OEeWCTBUTENILHO TOJICTOE, CYIIECTBO, KaK JKEHIIMHA, B HEKOTOPHIX
CITydasix, ICKPEeHHE, He CBSI3BIBAMCS C HUM, 3TO UT'Pa C OTHEM. ...

Croit 113 moka4asn rojioBOM, IpHCe Ha KOPTOYKY, IoXJIomasn JIto Jpxa 1o IeKe U cKasal:
"Ou, kanuTaH JIio, BE B mopsaake?"

JIto 9pxa ycnelmar, 4To KTO-TO 30BET €r0, ITI0KadaJj I'0JIOBOM, IPUCTANIbHO mocMoTpen Ha Cion L3,
OCMOTPEJI I1I0 CTOPOHAM €ero IIIel0, a 3aTeM IIPOTIHYJ PYKY U KOCHYJICA ero nuiia. OH He JOTPOHYJICS
HU [0 IIPOCTpPENa, HU 00 KPOoBU. TOTBKO B3OOXHYB C 00JIETUEHUEM, OH B CTPaxe IIPOU3HEC:

"Jlupep, 4, g HE ymep?".

Crou 13 moTepsn gap pe4yu 4 3afiajl HECKOJIbKO UOUOTCKHX BOIIPOCOB, HEXOPOILIO OCKAJIMBILIKCE:
"He ymep, THI Bce elnle xKuB. K cuacThbio, B CaMbIii KPUTUYECKHUM MOMEHT 5 KpUBO HaOWI MOPAY.
BcraBail cKopee, Kak Thl HalllesI JIOTOBO JIETYYUX MbIIIen? "

"Cnacu6o, rociogus Cs107a0, 3a IIOMOIIb.

Hopa nmeTydey MbIIM, MOU IOAUUMHEHHBIE CKa3aJjid, YTO HAIIK ee, PYKOBOAUTENIb TPOIIHI,
II0KaJyicTa, IOMOTUTE CABUHYTH 9Ty OOMBIIYIO IePEBIHHYIO MOJKY, S He MOTY ciofia 3a0paThbcs. "

Croii 115 paBHOIYIIHO MaxHYJ PYKOH, 3aTeM BCTaJ, BEITSHYJ ONHY HOTY, ClieTKa IIPUIIOTHSAII ee U’
TIOAIIENTUT MAaCCUBHBIN NEPEBIHHBIN KPECT.

JIro 9pxa cTano TOJIBKO JIerde, OH BEIOOXHYJI U BCTaJl, CTPSIXUBas MbUIbL C Tela.
Crout L5 cmpocun:
"Hamen? I'me on?"

Kak pas B 970 BpeMsi JIto Ipxa BhI3BAJI I'PYIITY OXPAHBI OTXOHOB, YTOOK 00CYOUTH, I'le HAXOMUTCS
JIOTOBO JIETYYUX MBIIIEH.

"TIoTOpONKCH U MOJOUIX KO MHE, ToCIoAuH CS04a0 X04eT YTO-TO CIIPOCUTE".
OXpaHHUK BHITTISAAEN B 6€30IIaCHOCTH, 3aTeM YIBIOHYIICS ¥ CMeJI0 mogoexKalt.
"KamnuTaH, BBl MEHS BEI3EIBaeTe?"

"EpyH[a, [eyio He B TOM, KOTO ellle Thl MOXKeIllb IT03BaTh. Ceidyac ITUAep CIPOCUT TeOS 0 YeM-TO, ThI
IIPOCTO CKaXu 0 4eM, IIOHUMaels?"

"9#, 3TO 30OPOBO".
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