KoserTa He x0Tesa OBITh TI0O0IBITHON U BTOPTATLCS B JIMYHBIE [eJla APYTroro yenoBeka. OgHAKO,
KOTZla OHa B3s1a TeyedoH JIoKa, 4TOOH OH He MCKaJ ero mo3xe, TeaedoH 3aBuOPHUPOBAI C
coobmenreM. OHa MHCTUHKTUBHO IIOCMOTPEJIAa Ha 3TO, TOJILKO YTOOH MMOHSTh, YTO el He ClleflyeT Ha
3TO CMOTPETh.

Ho ona yxe yBupgena.

OHa yXe BUJesIa XOJIOIHbIM OHOCIIOXKHBEIA OTBET Alllepa «HET» U yJIOBUIa pparMeHTH CEPUU Kaji00
JIroka. CnemoBaTenibHO, ee 6ECIIOKOUIIN OTHOILIEHUS MeXIYy OpaThsiMHu.

IToka Bce Becenuuch B Oacceiine, Ko3eTTa cena Ha oguH U3 1me3710HroB. Habmogas, Kak Bce
BecensATcs, 00PIOTCS UK OPHI3TAlOTCS BOMOM, C ee Ty6 copBajics HETTyOOKHM B30X.

'JI10K..." — ee ria3a ObUIM IPUKOBAHHI K JIIOKY, KOTOPBIN, Ka3aoch, ObUT 0UeHb CYACT/IUB, IIPHITasi B
OaccelH ¢ TpeMsl MaJbuMKaMH, BEI3bIBas Kal00bl Y OCTAJIbHEIX yUaCTHUKOB. '[loueMy OH Tak
pasroBapuBan ¢ Amepom?

KoserTa 3Hana, 4To xapakTep JItoka ObIJT B3PEIBHEIM, ¥ OOJIBIIYI0 YaCTh BpeMeHU OH ObIT
6ecuyBcTBeHHHIM. HO B 11€7T0M OH GBITT XOpOLTHM YeoBeKoM. Ho, yBumeB pe3kue CjioBa, KOTOPHIE
JIrok mocnan Amepy, u 6e3pa3nuyne IOCIeqHEero, ee 6€CITOKOMNCTBO BO3POCIIO B IECSITh Pa3.

'dl Kak MaTh, OECITOKOSIIASCS 3a CBOUX JIeTel', — BO-TIePBHIX, OHa OecrioKouniach 0 MakceHe U fiefala
BCe BO3MOXKHO€, UTOOHI OH He cTaj 37ogeeM. M Temeps oHa Oecrnokounack o OpaTbax Kyuns.

B pomane y Amepa u JIioKa yxke ObIJTM HaTSHYThIe OTHOIIEHUs. XOTsI 9T0 OBIIO He 10 TaKOi CTEIeHH,
yTOOBI OHM HEHaBUEJX OPYT ApPyTa, OHU BCeTra AeXCTBOBaIM APYT OPYTY Ha HepBH. Hy, B OCHOBHOM
JItok mpoBepsin Amepa, YTOOH MOIYYUTEL OT HETO PEAKIHUI0, IIOTOMY 4TO Atep ObLT CIUIIKOM 3PEJTBIM
M HUKOTJla — YTO O3HayaeT "HUKOTHA" — He pearupoBas Ha "manoctu" JIIoka, IOTOMY YTO OHU OBLIH
"meTcKkuMu".

Koneuno, Aurep 65171 TPOCTO GOJIBIIMM YEJIOBEKOM U He XOTeJl CIIOPUTH COo cBouM Gpatom. Ho ero
Oe3pa3nmuure HaHecso 00JIbIle Bpena. TO TOJIBKO 3acTaBiIsiyio JIloKa YyBCTBOBATh cebs
HEYCHBIIIaHHBIM B 9aCTO AyMaTh, 4TO Allep ero He noHuMaeT. OHa He TOBOPHIIa, YTO 3TO Oblla BUHA
Atepa; oHu 06a OBIITM BUHOBATHI.

EnvHCTBEHHBIN pa3, Koraa Amiep o0bsICHUI, TI0YEeMY OH He OTpear#poBajl Ha HacMeIlKu JIioKa, OB,
Korpa JIIoK yXe CTydasics B iBepb CMepTH. ITO OBIIO AylIepa3guparolle... I0OTOMY 4To, Korjaa Amep
HAKOHEeIl CKa3aJl CBoeMy OpaTy, KaK CUJIBHO OH ero joouT, JIoK yMep C yIsI0KOM.

"YTO MHe fesaTh?' — MOogyMasia OHa, B3[IbIXas B COTHIM Pa3 MOCIIe BCIOMUHAHUS OPUTHHAIBHOTO
CI0XK€eTa UCTOPHH. 'f He X0uy, YTOOHI OHHU [BOE OTHAJIUIKCH APYT OT APYyra ¥ MPUYUHUIHN OAPYT APYTY
0oL

XoTts JI10K Ka3ascsa CY4aCTIMBBIM CO CBOUMU OPY3bsIMH, B KOHII€ KOHITIOB, CEMbA BCE €I1le OBlna leyrofl.

— Koazu! Ko3u! — ee 6poBu momHsMuCh, Korga JItok momaxan e u3 6acceiina. — [laBaii!
[Ipucoenunsics K Ham!

— Koau! [Touemy 15 He nnaBaesb? [lorHanu!
— Ia, maBaii!

Ycranas ynribKa IosSBUIaCh Ha ee JIHIle, KOTrfia OHa IIOTpsiciia pyKou. — [1o3xke, — cKa3aja OHa UM,



HO 3aTeM IT0YyBCTBOBaJsla, Kak 3TO YyBCTBO CTPaxa IIOIMOJI3/I0 BBEPX 10 €€ IT03BOHOYHUKY.
— BBaxaxa! — oHa B3[pOrHysa, Korga cMex JIroka ctaa coBceM 3/1bIM. — KpecTute ee!

— IMomoxmou... — Ko3eTTa cierka mopHsjia pyky, Korga mocMorpesna BBepx. OHa CTIIOTHYJa CIIOHY,
KOT'7la ee OOHOK/IACCHUKY OKPYXKUJIM ee, U, IPeXK/Ie YeM OHa MOHSIIa 9T0, TPOMKHUY BU3T BEIPBAJICS U3
ee pPTa, Korma OHu O6poCHH ee B OaCCerH.

BCILJIECK!

KoseTtTa BhIIIMIIa HEMHOI'O BOJH U BBEIHBIPHYJIA, KallJTAd. Kak TonpKo OHa IIpuUIiljia B cebsi, OHa
6POCI/IJ'[a B3rsA Ha JItoka, Korga oH HEIIPEPEIBHO CMEAJTICA.

— THI... — ee Tonoc OPOTHYII, ITPpEeXKe 9eM OHa CHOBA HBIPHYJIA, IIOAIINIEIIA K €0 HOTaM U IMOTAHYIIa
ero BHu3. Koryga oHa CHOBa MOSIBUJIAch, cMeXx JIoKa rcue3 1 ObII 3aMeHeH CMEeXOM UX apyra.

— OxkpecTunu MeHs, a? — yToJoK ee Ty0 TOPKeCTBYIOlle U30THYJICS, OPOCUB Ha OCTaIbHBIX
1M0OEeIOHOCHLIN B3TJIS.

Ee 6poBu u30THYNNUCH, Koraa JIIOK He TIOSBUJICS Yepe3 MSATh CEKYHI. BOMHEI cMexa yTUXJIH, KOTfia BCe
IIOCMOTPEJIH B Ty CTOPOHY, Npexne uyeM JIoK ucues.

— JI10K? — oHa 00€CIIOKOEHHO I103Bajla U, He K0JebIsiCh HU CEeKYHMIbl, HEIPHYIIa ellle pa3, YTOO0b
IIDOBEPUTH, HE YTOHYJI JIX OH.

— Bce B nopsigke? — o6ecmokoeHHO pobopmoTana Capa, Tsans Tyaa, Kyna HeipHyna Koserra.
Kaxpast CeKyHMIa Ka3ajaCh MUHYTaMH, YTO YCHUIMBAIO UX OECIIOKONCTBO, IIOCKONBKY B T€UEHUE KaK
MUHUMYM ISTH CEKYHM He ObLT0O BUOHO HUKAKWX OBUKeHuM. Korma mBoe, HAaKOHEI, BCIIJIBIIH,
HEKOTOPHIE M3 HUX B3[[POTHYIU OT HEOXKUOAHHOCTH.

TConoc JItoKa MTHOBEHHO HAPYIINUII TUIIUHY.

— JIrox! — oHa cTHCHYa 3y0bl ¥ BHIIIJIECHYJIA BOOY, KOTOPAs IOIajia B ee pOT. — JTO IJI0Xas IIyTKa!
4 melicTBUTEIFHO BOJIHOBAJIACH!

— Xa-xa! — oH 3akanuisicd u nogasuics. [Ipuns B cebs, 0H HaCMeUUIUBO TOCMOTpenl Ha KozeTTy. —
Heyxenu? Tel BonHOBanacs?

— Boxe! — oHa crerka miecHyla Ha HETO BOOOM.

— Xa-xa!

Bcmoneck!

— Xax!

Bcnomeck!

Ko3zetTa mpopgoikasa OpeI3raTh Ha HETO BOMOM, ITOKA OH 0OJIbIlIe HEe MOT CMESIThCS.

— IMomoxnu! — oHa MpopmomXKasa, Kycass HUXKHIOI T'y0y, ToKa OH He TIOOHSIJT PYKH, YTOORI
3amuTuThCcsa. — ITogoxnu! ITomorure!

OHa mmpopoJKaa, oKa eMy He Hafoesio, ¥ OH OPOCHUIICS C pyKaMu Ha BOAY, YTOOBI CPA3UTHCS C HEH.



Bckope MSTKui IIeCK BOOH IIPEBPATHIICS B OOJIBIIIME BOJIHEI, KOT/Ia IBOE IPOCTHO CPazKaJIkCh.
HekoTopkle TPUCOENUHUIKNCE, B TO BpeMsI KakK OCTaJIbHEIE ITPOCTO Oojenu y 6acceiHa, OTObIXas.

— Boxke Moii... OHU TaK XOPOIIO CMOTPSITCS BMecTe, — IIpobopMoTaia dMu, Habmonas, Kak KoseTrTa
1 JI10K CMEIOTCS ¥ IOAOPa3HUBAIOT APYT Apyra. — OHU COCTABSAT XOPOILIYIO Iapy.

(0))7 8 KOTOpas cupeilia pAaoM C IIEe3JIOHTOM, Irae JMU OTHOBIXasna, 3daBEPHYBIINCH B IIOJIOTEHIIE,
KHWBHYJIAd B 3HAK COT'JIaCHs.

— OHM OOMXKHBI CTaTh ITapou, — nuo ®3ii BHE3aIHO CTano KUCIbBM. — Ho 5 He myMato, 94TO 3TO
BO3MOIKHO.

— Hoquy 3T0? — CIIPOCHUIJIa O9Mu u3 IIpoCTOTO TMI000MIBITCTRA.

®si1 B3noxHYyNa U Opocuia Ha Hee IOHUMAOIUM B3rsag. — MakceH. He 3a0niBaiiTe, Makc —
CUJIBHEIU COIIEepPHUK B cepale Koau.

— Ho Makc u Ko3u npocTo apy35b4.

— OmMmu, OMu. ThH Takas HeBexkecTBeHHass, — D3l cerka nokayvasa roJ0BOM, OTKUHYBIIUCH B
IIe3JI0HTe U HaclaXaasch MNOIyAeHHEIM OpH30M II0fl OTPOMHEIM 30HTOM. OHa CKpecTusa pykKu Ha
TPYOM ¥ 3aKphljia rjia3a, HeMHOIO0 U3My4YeHHasd.

— Makc MoXKeT OBITh OTUYKOEHHBEIM, HO OH TaKyKe HeMHOT'0 COOCTBEHHUK. Pa3Be BHI He

3aMeyalii ero B3TJIAbl, KOTla KTO-TO U3 IIPOTUBOIIOIOKHOTO 11oj1a mpubauxancs Kk Ko3u? Kpome
Toro, JItTOK — eQUHCTBEHHBIN, KTO AeUCTByeT MakCy Ha HEPBEI, IOTOMY 4TO, HY, JIIOK BCerga 3asBisi
0 CBOMX YyBCTBax K Hel, — 3aTeM OHa BBITJITHYJIa OMHUM I'JIJa30M U MTHOBEHHO ITOKMMaJia B3I OMHU.
— 39TO TO, YTO BHl Ha3hIBaeTe CONEPHUUECTBOM. Makc He cTasl Ol TaK pearupoBaTh Ha JIi0Ka, eciu
051 JI10K He OBITT YyTPO30H ero 11000BHOMY MHTEPECY.

OMu MOHUMaIOIIe KUBHYIIA, TPeX/e YeM HeloBEPYUBO mocMoTpesa Ha ®aii. — Thl ynuTaers 6obiie
Be0-HOBe I, 4YeM s1? C KaKuX 3TO IOpP THI CTaja I'ypy /1o0Bu?

— Tu! He cranoBunacs s HUKaKou rypy! f npocrto 3Har, Kak 4YuTaTh JIogen!

— Ot1, ma nmapHo! Tebe He HYKHO CTeCHAThCS 3Toro! Kakoi kaHp TeOe HpaBUTCA? — OMU IOTSHYIa
@311 3a PyKy, Iepevucsisis BCEBO3MOXKHEBIE KaHPHI, I0Ka IOCIeqHsd He B3APOrHyIa, KOrha OHa
ynoMsiHyla «JI1000Bb MaIb4HuKOB».

OMu 3acCThlIa, ee ra3a OKpyriauinuchk. — Heyxemnu?
— Yr0?! — O3ii axHysIa, BEIPBaB y HEE PYKY.

— Tebe ToXe 3TO HPABUTC?!

— Hert! { umeto B BuAy, 4TO 3TO Takoe?!

Korpa onu nepenutu K apyrou Teme, Capa, KOTopas CAfesa Ha APYTroM ILIe3JI0HTe paaoM ¢ O,
B3noxHyna. OHa B3rnsHyna Ha @3t u OblJTa HEMHOTO YOUBIEHA TEM, O YeM IOCTIEeTHSS TOJIBKO YTO
rosopuia. ®ait OblsTa He M3 TeX, KTO TaK TOBOPHUT, WJIH, II0 KPaHE! Mepe, OHa IIPOCTO IPearnoynTaa
JE€P2KaTh CBOM MBICIIH IIPH cebe U IUILITH 110 TeUYEHUIO.

‘fl mymaria, 4TO 1 eQUHCTBEHHAs, KTO 3aMeTuJI OTHoLIeHre Makca K Ko3u', — oHa B3[OxXHYJIa C
obneryeHneM, a 3aTeM CHOBa mocMoTpesia Ha ®aii. 'Ho onsaTh ke, S gymalo, YTO S eIUHCTBEHHAs, KTO



37mech OECIIOKOUTCS .

MozxkeT GBITh, OHA IIPOCTO 3PS BOJIHOBAJIACh, mogyMasa Capa. BeposiTHO, OHa mPocTo 60siIack
MakceHa, mosTomy Oblia 00ecriokoeHa. Ko3eTta Moria ckas3ats 0 MaKCeHe TOIBKO XOPOLIee, XOTS
WHOTZIa ee IOApyTa KaaoBauach eMy.

‘¢l He momXkHa myMmaTh 06 aToM', — Capa ImoKadalla rojIoBOi, ToBops cebe, UTo Bce OyIeT XOpOIlo, U B
KOHIIe KOHIOB BCE HaJa[UTCs caMo co6oii. Ho ceKyHy CIyCTs OHa IIOYyBCTBOBAJIa XOJIOHOK I10
CIIWHe, KOT7Ia TOYyBCTBOBAIa YOUNCTBEHHEIE HAMEPEHUS 103a0u Ce0sl.

MennenHo, HO BepHO Capa IOBEpHYIa IIek0, YTOOB IIOCMOTPETH, YTO 3TO OblT0. Ee U0 3acThiio,
Kak ¥ Bce ee Teno. Ee KpoBb 3acThiIa B XKUJIaX B Ty CEKYHMY, KOT7a ee B3I/ yIajl Ha YeIoBeKa,
CTOSIIIIETO Y BXOMA.

Tawm, IIPUCIIOHUBINIHNCH K KOCAKY C MEPTBEIM BBIPA2KEHHEM JINIIAQ, CTOATI MakceH.

BEIIIO TPYOHO MOHSTDH, KAKOe ¥ Hero ObIIO BhIpaXkKeHUe JIUIA, HO 3TO 3acTaBuio ceppale Capsl HEPBHO
3abuthbcs B rpynu. Korma Capa HaOpaja MOIHEIYA POT BO3[yXa, OHA IIOCMOTpeIa Tyna, Kyaa CMOTper
MakceH.

Ee cepaiie ymamo, Korja ee B3TJIsA[ yiaj Ha JIloKa, KOTOPHIY Telepk exkan Ha 0eToHHOM 3eMye. OH
IPOTSHYN pyKy Ko3eTTe, momoras el BeIOpaThCs 13 Bofbl. OgHako MuMo Caphl IIpoliia TeHb, U,
mpexpe 4eM OHa 3TO IOoHsIa, MakceH yxe CTosI no3aau JIroka.

3acyHyB pyKU B KapMaH, MaKCeH IOTHSI HOTY U ITOCTaBUJI €€ Ha SITOOUIIH JIf0Ka, OTOPOCHUB €ro
obpaTHO B OaCCelH.

BCIIJIECK!

— ... — Capa moTepsina gap peuu, Korja TpOMKUI BCIIJIECK Pe30HKUPOBAJI B BO3yXxe. BONBIIMHCTBO U3
HUX TOXKe 3aMOJI4ajy, B TO BpeMs KakK JpyTrue IIPOCTO CMESIUCh Hafl 9TUM.

‘4l B ykace oT Hero', — nogymasna Capa, Korja ornacHasl aypa, KOTOPY OHa 4yBCTBOBajla OT
MakceHa, uc4ye3ja Tenepb, Korfaa oH cTosn nepen KoseTToii.
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