— OTO CTpaHHO.

MakceH mopHsiI O6POBU ¥ TOCMOTPeN Ha Ko3eTTy, KoTopas CTOsi/ia pSIOM C HUM B TeHM aBToOycCa.
Ona cy3usa ria3a, IoTupas nogboponoK, OlleHUBask MOT4aIuBOro MakceHa.

— Makc, TH CTa BhIIIE? — CIIPOCHIIA OHA, HAKJIOHSS JIUII0, YTOOB pacCMOTPETh ero. — Wnu Th
oXyaen?

OH MOpPTHYJI, 3aCOBHIBast PYKH B KapMaHbl. — MoXKeT ObITh, ThI CTajla MEHbBIIE?
— Yro?

— 4 gymaro, TH yMeHblIaelbscs:, Ko3u, — 0H OTIsAfesI ee ¢ TOJIOBHL 10 HOT, a 3aTeM KUBHYI. —
AyMalo, 94TO 3TO Tak.

Ee nmu1io cimerka CMOPIIUIOCH, M OHAa ITOCMOTPeJIa Ha HeTro C HemoBepueM. — Makc, KaK Thl MOXKeIIb
TaK M3BpAlllaTh TEMY? — OHa HAaXMypPHUJIaCh. — ITO MMPOCTO CTPAHHO, TAK KaK s YYBCTBYIO, YTO BUEpPa
THI OBIJT TAKKUM K€ BBICOKHM, a TeIephb, KaXeTCs, BLIPOC Ha OIOMM UM [Ba 3a HOYb! KpoMe Toro, eciu
3TO IIPOCTO TIOTEPS Beca, 3To elle 0ojiee CTPAHHO. Thl MOPHIIL Ce0s rOJIOIOM TalHO?

MakceH THUXO0 B3OXHYVII, Haﬁmo;:[a;{, KaK OHa OeMOHCTPHUPYET, KaKUM BEICOKHUM OH OBII BUYepa u
ceromus. He OBITIO TIOX0XKE 6YJITO OH H€ 3HAJI, KdK 4YeJIOBEK HeeCTeCTBEHHO pacCTeT. Ho Y HEero OBLIH
OTBETEHI Ha TO, YTOOBI HEMHOTO IIOXyHOeThb.

— [ToueMy 3TO CTPAaHHO? — OH OCTAHOBUJ ee O0pPMOTaHMe, CKIIOHUB rOJI0By HaOOK. — Brarogaps
Tebe 1 capy KoHpaply MHe He HYKHO €CThb 4TO I10IIaJio, YToOR HAaOUTh XKeTymoK. f eM 3M0POoBYyI0
IUIIY, I09TOMY, laXke ecyu s eM 00Jbllle, S He IIPOCTO Pa3dyBaloCch, KaK pPaHbIIIe.

— Ox... THI CHIeTI Ha OUETEe? — ee ria3a Clerka pacmupunucb. OmHaKo MakceH HUKOTa He
paccka3ssiBan et 00 aToM. Kpome TOro, HACKOJILKO OHA ITIOMHMIIA, OHA ITPO0JIKaia KOPMHUTh
MakceHa, 4TOOBl UCTIOPTUTD €TO0.

OH cnerka moxkayas roJI0BOM, IIepeBOs B3IJISAI C Hee Ha mocce. Ecu OH OTBETUT €M, OHa
IIPOJOJIXKUT C HUM pa3roBapuBaTh. XoTs Ko3eTTa Oblyia Moxoxka Ha MaTh, KOTOpas He IepecTaBaia
MOJK/IagbIBaTh €0y €My B TapesKy, MakCeHy MPHUIIIOCH TOIOTEeTh, YTOOE He HAPYLIUTh CBOI MUCCHIO
II0 TTOXyeHuI0. He TONMBKO B 3CTETUYECKUX IeJIIX, HO MaKCeHy HYyKHO ObIJI0 OBITH B popMe, eciiu OH
XOTeJI 3alIUTUTh ee 0T 4ero-auoo.

B KoHIIe KOHIIOB, 3TO OblsTa ero pa6oTa, ¥ eMy HYKHO OBIJIO BEITIOJIHSITH €€ HOJIKHEIM 00pa3oM. B aTom
cnydae Konpan 6bi1 OBl CITOKOEH, TOCKOJIBKY 3TOT YeJI0OBEK ObLT 3aHAT 60JIbIlle, 4YeM Korma-Tu6o
mocne uHIUaeHTa B [llapu. XoTsa MaKCeH HHOTA COIIPOBOXKman KoHpaaga mo3gHO HOYbI0 M ITPOCTO
oonrtan ¢ HuM o0 Ko3zeTte — Oosblile I0X0Ke Ha MOKJIaf.

— BoT Tak TH u30eraenrs pa3roBOpoB... — Ko3eTTa meIKHyIa S36IKOM, B3TJISTHYB Ha ero mpoduib
c60Ky. — JIioK cKa3aj, 4To 3abepeT Hac. OH He TOPONIUTCS, fa?

— IToxarmyiicTa, CKaXu MHE, YTO OH He 3a PyJIEM.
— Kak o moxeT BoguTh?! MHI 00a HECOBEPIIIEHHOIETHHE.
MakceH Ha MTHOBEHUE B3TJISHYI Ha Hee. — OH XBaCTYH.

— Makcen, — Ko3erta npuuMokHyia rybamMu u yopasia pyKy 3a CIUHY, gejas Imar 0uxe K HeMy. —



MHe npocTo 11060IHITHO. BhI ¢ JII0KOM...
— Her.
— Ho 4 ellle He 3aKOHYMIIA CBOE IIPENJIOKEHNUE.

— IIpocTo HeT, — oH OPOCHUJI Ha Hee KOCOM B3TJISA, He MHTEPECysaCh HUUeM, KacalouMMCs ero
JTioka. — Ero uMst u Moe uMs He [OJIKHEI OBITh B OTHOM ITPEII0KEHUH.

OHa HaxXMypHUJIach U B3[IPOTHYa, TI0YYBCTBOBAB I'NTyOOKYIO HETIPUSA3Hb, IPO3BYUYABIIYIO B €T0 TOJI0CE.
Koneuno, MakceH He mo0un JItoka, HO Tepmen ero. To ke camoe Ob1I0 U ¢ JIlokoM. BTOpo# 10HBIN
rocronul ceMby KynHH HUKOTa He CTBIOUJICS CBOETO NIPU3HaHUS B HEHaBUCTHU K MakCeHy.

— Ecnu 611 9TO OBIT poMaH BL... — OHa 3aMoj4ana, ee geIxaHWe COMITOCH, I'1a3a PACIIMPUINChH, KOTIa
MaxkceH BHe3aIllHO HAKJIOHWJICS, ITOKa ero JIMI0 He 0Ka3aJIoCh HAa PACCTOSTHUM JIafoHu OT Hee. OH
IOJHEeC Tajel K ry0aM, 3aMoJIKasi Ha OCTaIbHOM YaCTH ee OTBPATUTEIbHOTO IPEeII0KeHHUs.

— Hu 3ByKa, Ko3u, — mpeaympenu oH, ¥ B 9Ty CEKYHY YyBCTBO CTpaxa Mpobexkao IIo ee
103BOHOYHUKY. OHa 3aTauia ObIXaHHEe U YCTaBUIACh B 9TH OCTPHIE TJIa3a, U 110 KAKOH-TO MPUYUHE
€r0 TUXWIi T0JI0C 3ByYaJl MO-HACTOSIIEMY YI'POXKAIOIIE.

Ona CTJIOTHYIIA. Aypa 3J10gesd UCXOOuJIa OT €TI0 CIIMHEL U MePIldjia B €ro I'yla3aX. 910 OBITIO TO, YETO
OHa HUKOI'Ta He YYBCTBOBaJla OT HEro A0 CUX II0p.

— IToHuUMaeIb? — OH IIPOAOJIZKHUII, 1 BCE€, YTO OHA MOT'JIa CAEJIaTh, 3TO KUBHYThE B CTPaXe. Yronku ero
I"y'6 CJIerKa IIPUIIOAHAINCH, BOCIIOJIb30BABIINCH CHTyaHHeﬁ, YTOOBI WU3Y4YUTH €€ JINII0 BOJIH3H.

— Xopol1110, — OH KUBHYJI, TpeXK/ie YeM BHIIPSMUThL CIUHY, IIOOHSB IIOOO0POIOK, IS Ha III0CCe,
YTOOBI YBUAETD, OB T 9TOT HEBEIHOCUMBIY BTOPOM IOHKIM TOCIIOAMH YKe PSAoM. BripaxkeHue ero
JIUIA CTaJI0 KUCJIBIM, KOTHA OH YBUMEJ MPUOINKAIOMUNCS TUMYy3uH. XOTS OH U He BUJIEN 3TOTO B
CBOEM KU3HHU, B INIyOKWHE AYIIN OH yXKe Horafasics, YTO IaccaXkupoM BHYTPH Obls JIIoK. MalnmHa
IIPOCTO U3fajieKa Ka3aach TaKOX 2Ke BHICOKOMEPHO.

TeMm BpeMeneM Ko3eTTa omycTuna ria3a, MacCUpys 3aThUIOK. Ee JUII0 clerka nokKpacHeso, Korga
OHa YKpagKOU B3TIISIHYyJIa Ha paBHOAYIITHOTO MaKceHa.

'C KaKHX 9TO IIOP OH CTAJI BEIIJISHETh B3POC/IEIM?' — 3ajaBajiaCh OHa BOIIPOCOM, IIPOYHINAs TOPJIO,
KOT'7Ia B3TJISIT ero I'JIa3 IPOMeJIbKHYII y Hee B rojoBe. C caMoro Hayasia MaKCeH He BRITISAeT TAaKHM
nyratomuM. Koneuno. Brimu BpeMeHa, Korfa oHa 00sJ1ack ero, Ho 3To OwLIO oToMy, 4To Ko3eTTa
3HaJIa, Ha YTO OH CIOCO0OEH.

Ho TombKO ceityac 0OHa ITOYYBCTBOBAja OMMACHOCTb APYTroro poma. YyBCTBO, KOTOPOTO OHA HUKOT A
paHbllle He UCIHITHIBAJIA, HO 0 KOTOPOM OTIpefielIeHHO YuTasa. Ee cepale npomycTUio aToT
NATUCEKYHIHBIN MOMeHT. OH OBIJT OTIaCeH... HO B TO XK€ BpeMs HEMHOI'0 CeKCyaljieH. DTO HeMHOTO
TIOJITOJIKHYJIO €€ K (PeTHUIIy 370/es.

'ITaxke B poMaHe 3TO ObII0 OOBIYHBIM OTHOIIEHNEM YUTaTelNs K aBTopy. Eciu oHU OBIIM 3710[€5IMHU,
3ayeM WX BO30YyXKaaTh?' — BCIIOMHUIIA OHA, Kayas rojioBol, 4Tobul cobpaTbes ¢ MeiciasiMu. Ho,
HEOCO3HaHHO, Ko3eTTa CHOBa MMOCMOTpEsa Ha Hero o CBOeMy YCMOTPEHHUIO.

'fl He 3amMeyarna 3TOTO C TeX 0P, KaK OH HavaJ XXKUTh C HaMU, ¥ I C HUM IIOYTH CEMb OTHEH B HeHeJo,
HO MakcCeH... HeMHOT'0 APYroi', — ImoAyMalia OHa, IIPUIIYPUB I'1a3a, OLleHUBas ero C TOJI0OBH A0 HOT.
'/l He 3HAl0, YeM UMEHHO OH OT/IMYaeTCs, HO 9TO OYeHb 3aMeTHO. bhljla 11 3TO ero cekcyaabHas



IIPUBIIEKATEILHOCTH?'
BUIT!

KoserTa noamnprIrayia, Korjga TMMy3UH BHE3allHO OCTaHOBUJICS IIPSIMO IIepef TEeHBIO, 101 KOTOPOH
crosinu MakceHn u Ko3etrta. OHa Me[jIeHHO TTepeBeia B3I Ha MAIIWHY Iepef HUMHU U YBUOENIa, Kak
OTIyCKaeTCsI OKHO, OTKPHIBAs JIF0Ka, KOTOPHIM OMYCTHJI CBOY COJIHIIE3AIUTHBEIE OYKH.

JIok YXMEITTBHYJICS TaK, YTO IIOKA3aJIUCh €T0 }KeM‘-Iy}KHO-6eHBIe SY6BI. — 3al'[prI"I/IBaI;I, Ko3u, — on
IMOOMUTHYII.

— JI10K, 3TO He BHIIYCKHOW BeYep, — OHa IOKaydalia T0JI0BOM U IOTAIK/IA HOTH K IBePU MAIKHE, KakK
TOJIbKO JIIOK OTKPHLT ABEPh U3HYTPH. HO KAk TOJIBKO OHA HAaKJIOHWIIACh, YTOOH BOWTH, MaKCeH
TIOJIOKUJI PYKY € Ha MaKyIIKY, YTOOH OHA He yIapuiIach rOJIOBOM.

OHa B3TJITHY/Ia Ha HET0 U MPOYKCTHIIa ropio. — Cmacubo.

MakceH IpoCTO IepHYJI Mog00POAKOM, YTOOH JaTh €if 3HAK CAOUThLCS, B TO BpeMs Kak JIioK
MTI'HOBEHHO BCIIBIXHYJI OT THeBa. TeM He MeHee, KaK 00bIYHO, MaKCeH ITPOUTHOPHUPOBAJ UCTEPUKU
JIroka, Korma OH Boles mocjiie Ko3eTTwl.
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