JIt0K He OCTaJICs [OJbINe, KaK MJIaHUPOBAIOCh, TOTOMY YTO eMy IIO3BOHUIIM, ¥ eMy IIPHUIIIOCh
cremuTh goMoii. OTocnaB ero, Ko3eTTa He Moriia He HOXOaThCsi MakceHa B BeCTHOI0/Ie 0COOHSIKA.
MakceH Bce eire Obl1 B KabuHeTe KoHpama, ¥ 4eM [oblile OH OBl BHYTPH, TeM OoJIbIlle ee
6eCIIoKO#CTBO BO3PACTAJIO.

'lHTEpECHO, 4TO...' — ee MEBICJIU IIPEePBaINCh, KaK TOJIBKO OHa KpaeM Ija3a 3aMeTuia 3HaKOMYIo
¢burypy. — Maxkc!

Ko3zetTa Bckounna ¢ pyToHa U CKONIb3HYJa IIeped HUM. — YTO CIyYMIIOCh? — CIPOCHUJIa OHa, KOTha
OH OTKUHYJI 'OJIOBY Ha3al, KOT7la OHa OKWBHUJIACH.

— YTO TH UMeeNb B BULY, YTO CIIyYUJIOCH? — OH BEPHYJICS.

— [lognucaHve KOHTpaKTa, — ee Ijla3a paclIupuianuchk. — 4YTo ciayuunocs? Het, 1 umero B BULy, Kak?
4 umelo B Bupy, moueMy? Het, HeT, Th MHe 00 3TOM He pacCKa3bIBall.

MaxkceH U3y4uI 3aMelIaTeIbCTBO ¥ 3aUHTPUTOBAHHOCTD B €€ TJla3ax, Mpexae YeM ero ryowl
IPUOTKPHIIUCH. — [loyeMy s momkeH Tebe TOBOPUTH?

— Makc... — oHa HaxMypuack. — KoHeYHO, MBI ApY3bs, U 51 06ecriokoeHa. Kpome Toro, Mo orelt
BOBJIEYEH.

— Tt gonmkHa Oblna CIPOCUTD €Tr0, — MaKCeH IPOYUCTHII TOPJIO U COEJIall Iar Ha3afd. — f moumy.

— IMomoxnu. Thl yiipes, He oykuHaB? — Ko3eTTa cxBaTuia €ro 3a nopos 0/1y3Ky U MOTSHYJIa
Ha3af. — OCTaHbCS Ha YKUH, XOPOLIO?

— MakceH ocTaHeTCs Ha yKUH, — ee OpOBY MOOHSIIMCH, KOTIa OHA yCJIbIaa rojoc Konpama u3
yrna. Ko3eTTa moBepHyia TojI0By U yBUeIa CBOET0 OTIla, MPUOIMKAOIIET0Cs C BOCTOKA.

— OTO B KOHTPAKTe.

— A? — oHa CKJIOHHUJIA TOJIOBY HAaOOK U mepeBesia B3risn ¢ MakceHa Ha KoHpama. — UTo TH Xo4ellb
3THUM CKa3aTh?

— MakceH Tenepsb OymeT XKUTh C HaMu, — KOHpaf OCTAHOBHUJICS B HECKOJIBKMX IIIArax OT HUX JBOUX,
B3IJISI] yIIad Ha PYKY ee mouepH, mepxkalryto 01y3ky MakceHa. — [lom 6onbloit, u OymgeT mydiie,
€CJIM OH OCTAHETCs 3[IeCh, YeM MCKATh €My BUJITY UM KBAPTUDY.

KoseTTe moTpe6oBamoch HECKOIBKO MUHYT, YTOOH! IIE€PEBapPUTh CJIOBA OTIIA, Mopras Ha Hero. KoHpap
CKa3aj, 4To MakceH OymeT KuTh ¢ HUMH? Ee POT OTKPHIICS, a rla3a PacUIupUIKCh, OHa MENJIEHHO
TIOBEPHYJIA IIIel0 B CTOPOHY MakceHa.

— Otnyctu, — MaKCeH 0CTOPOKHO B35J1 €€ 3a 3allsiICThe M 0TOPBAJI OT cBoel 61y3ku. OH yKpagKou
B3TJISHYJI Ha Hee, U ee BEIpakeHUe JInia ObIJI0 TyCTHIM, YTO 3aCTABUJIO €T0 IIOAyMaTh 0 MHOTUX
OPYTUX IPUYUHAX, 10 KOTOPEIM y Hee OBIJIO TaKOe IIYCTOe BhIpakeHue. ITO ObLI IPOCTO YAUBIEHUE?
Cmsitenue? Uto 310 OBII0?

— Ko3u, moiimem, — Ko3eTTa BepHYyIach K peanbHOCTH, Korga Korpan mo3san ee. — MHe HYKHO KOe
0 YeM ¢ T00Oii TOTOBOPUTE.

—A..

Konpap u3y4an ee HECKOJIBKO CEKYH, IpeXk/e YeM KUBHYJ. — 5 mopgoxay Tebs B camy, — cKas3am



OH, IIPEXKJe YeM PA3BEPHYTHCS U YUTH.

Ko3zeTTa Moria TOIBKO CMOTDPETh Ha CIINHY KOHpana B T€4EHHUE HECKOJIbKUX MUHYT. Ona IIpUIlia B
ce0st TOJIBKO TOTr'da, KOraga ITI09yBCTBOBaAJIa, 4YTO MakceH ToxKe COGI/IpaeTCH yfITPI

— ITogoxnau... — OHA CXBATHJIA €T0 3a 3alsICThbe, YTOOR OCTAHOBUTH €TI0, 0XKKOAS, KOTHa OH CHOBA
IIOCMOTPUT Ha Hee. — ITO IpaBaa?

Ero 6poBb U30THYJIACh, KOTIa OH B3TJITHYN Ha ee pyKy. — [louyeMy? — OH CIIPOCHJI OTCTPaHEHHBIM
TOHOM. — THI YyBCTBYyelIb cebs ITpefaHHOM, KOria s Halena paboTy momyyiie?

— Yro0?..

— Tl mymaelb, g UCIOIb30Basl Te0s U MOIIeNl Ha MONATHYI0? — OH YXMBUIbHYJICS. — Hy 1 4T0, ecnu
g 9T0 chenan? Tel 6orata, ¥ 3TO He IIOBPENUT...

— Makc, uTo TH roBopuInb? — Ko3eTTa B 3aMelIaTeNnbCTBE HaxXMypuia 6pOBH, CJIETKa CKUMAs eT0
PYKy. — £ mpocTo X04y yOemuThCs, 9YTO 3TO ITpaBaa, YTOOB MBI MOTJIM OTIPA3IHOBATS.

— 4 cuactnuBa, Makc, — gobaBuiia OHa C TOHKOM ybIOKOM. — Tebe, JOIKHO OBITh, 0UEHDb TPYIHO
IPUHATE IPEOIoXKeHNe MOeTo 0TI, HO s rapaHTUPYyIo TeOe, UTO 3TO MPaBUJIbHOE pelleHue.
TOpKYyCh TOOOIA.

Ero rmasa cnerka PaCIInpuiInCh, KOrga €e B3TJIsAd CMATYHUIICA OT obneryenusi. OHU IIOCMOTPEIIN OPYT
Ha OpyTa, ¥ OH MOT' CKa3dTh, 4YTO OHa Onlna Ppada 1 OOBOJIbHA 3TOH HOBOHM 00CTAaHOBKOM.

— B mo6oM cryyae, MHE HY2KHO ITOTOBOPUTE C MOMM OTIIOM, — K03eTTa OTIyCTHUIa ero pyKy 4epes
MT'HOBEHME ¥ Oflapuiia ero IHPOKOH yIIOK0oH. — EMy Bce ellle HyKHO 00BSICHUTh MHE, ITI0UeMy OH
IepKaJ 9TO B CEKpeTe.

Ckasas 370, Ko3eTTa cierka nomaxasna eMy, Ipexpae 4eM ouTu K Koupany. TeM BpeMeneM MakceH
3aCTBUI Ha TOM K€ MeCTe B TeYeHHe HeCKOIbKUX MUHYT. Ero rinasa octaBanuch B TOM HallPaBlIeHUH,
KyZla OHA yIjla, XOTS OHA yKe IOKUHYJa BeCTUOI0Mb.

'9T0, MOJIKHO OBITH, TPYAHO [JIT MEHS?' — IOAyMasl OH, BCIIOMUHAS ee HeflaBHUE CJIOBA.

YemocTh MaKCeHa CxKajlach, @ PYKH CXKalKuCch B Kynak. Yero o oxupnan? OHa O6ymeT cMOTpeTh Ha
HETO0 C OTBpallleHueM Uu pyraTth ero? KoHeuHo, oHa Ovl 3TOTO He chefnana. KoseTTra Oblna TakoM; OHa
He ObIIa YeJI0BEKOM, KOTOPHIH BeJl Okl ce0st XOPOIIO, TOIBKO YTOOL M3MEHUTHCS, KOTIa Bce OBITIO HE B
ee IOJIb3Yy.

'd monKeH YyBCTBOBaTh 00JIeTyeHNe OT TOTO, UYTO OHa Ka3alach CYaCTIMBOM', — MOJyMall OH,
omyckas rinasa. 'Ho... moyemy MHe... TpyCTHO?'

['nmyOoKkui BHIIOX BEIPBAJICS U3 HETO, TPeXke YeM OH pa3BepHYyJics, YToOH yiTH. OH He 3HAJI, I0UeMy
eMy OBIJI0O HEMHOTO TPYCTHO, XOTSI BCE IIPOIIJIO TIagK0. MOXKeT OBITh, 3TO OBLIIO IIOTOMY, YTO OH
IIPOIOJIKAJ CYIUTh U 0KUIATh OT Hee XY[IIero, Uik YTO OH YyBCTBOBAJ ce0si BUHOBATHIM 3a TO, Yero
He 3HaJl.

'dl He myMaro, 4TO 9TO Mevasb...' — MaKCeH 0CTaHOBUJICS Iepef rOCTEBOM KOMHATOM, TOe EMY
CKa3aJjy, YTO OH OCTaHeTCs. JTo Obljla Ta XKe KOMHAaTa, B KOTOPOM OH OCTaHaBJIMBAJICS B CBOE IIEPBOE
npeOriBaHue B 9TOM MecTe. OH MeJIEHHO OTKPHIJI IBEPD U OTJIAMe/]l KOMHATY, ITie OH OymeT
0CTaBaThCS C CETOOHSAIIHETO THS.



— ITO0 cTpax, — MOIpPaBUII OH ce0st ¥ 00paTUJICS K YYBCTBY, IOOHUMAIOIIEMYyCs B ero rpynu. — C
3TOT0 MOMEHTA $ JOJIKEH JKUTh C Hel JBafllaTh YeTHIpe Ha CeMb, HO B TO XK€ BpPeMs... ST YYBCTBYIO,
YTO, faXxe ecnu g 6JIM30K C HeH, 5 coesnan HeCKOJIbKO 1IaroB Ha3af.

9710 GBIJIO CTPAHHOE YYBCTBO, HO UMEHHO TaK OH ce0st yyBcTBOBaj. OH Ol B monry nepen Korpapmom,
IIOTOMY 4TO MaKCeH HUKOT[Ia flaXxke He IyMaJl, YTO CMOXKET KUTh B TAKOM XOPOIIIeM MeCTe B CBOEH
X)u3HU. Ho TOCMOTPHUTE Ha 3Ty KOMHATy — OHA CHUJIbHO OT/IMYAJIach OT €T0 MaJIeHbKOM KBAPTHUPHI,
TZie IOTOJIOK OBII Ha rpaHu 00pyIIeHus.

OH He x0Ten pa3odyapoBriBaTh KoHpana unu KoseTrTy. HecMmoTps Ha To, uTo KoHpap 6bl1 HaCTpoeH
OTITUMHUCTHYHO U BCce 00ymMaJl, ceMs CThifla B cepalie MakceHa yxKe ObIJIO TaM.

Kak npoTHUBOpPEYHBO.

MaxkceH IMOTSIHYJ HOTH K KPOBaTH, HO OCTAHOBHUJICS HA MOJINYTH Iepeq 3epKajioM Bo Bce Teso. OH
oryszmen ce0si ¢ TOMOBH [I0 HOT, II0Yecalsl TOJIOBY, IpeXkae YeM OTKMHYTh BOJIOCH Ha3af.

— 4 Tako¥ TymoWu, — MpOIIeNnTas OH ¥ IT0Kaydaj IoJI0BOM, BOJI0Ya HOTY B CTOPOHY BaHHOM, YTOORI
IPUHATH OYII.

'BBIIIO JTU IIJTI0X0 UMETh aMOUIMu?' — OH 3ajaBajiCs BOIIPOCOM, CTOS IO OyineM. MoxKeT ObITh, U3-3a
BHE3aITHOM IlepeMeHH B ero JKU3HU ¥ Hero ObUIM BCe 3TU HeJlellble MBICIIHA U TPOTUBOPEYUBLIE
SMOLIUH.

'MHe CTBIOHO...' — B 2KeJIJaHUM 3aCTaBUTh €T0 BHITJISANETD JIydllle UJId, [10 KpallHell Mepe,
npe3eHTabenbHO. JIIoou, ¢ KOTOPHIMU OH Ient qomMo# — Ko3eTTa u JII0K — 4acTo BHIAENSIIUCH CBOEH
BHEIIHOCTEI0. X0Ts Ko3eTTa, Ka3ajoch, He CIMIIKOM 3a00THIIach O CBOEH BHEIIHOCTH, a JII0K OBII
CIUIIIKOM YBEePEH B CBOMX 4YapaX, Y MakceHa Oblyla He0obIasi HEYBEPEHHOCTD.

Pa3Be oH He IIPUHAII IIPEOJIOZKEHN e KOHpaJIa ¥3-3a 4ero-To MenKoro?

MakceH 3aKpHII T71a3a ¥ OTKMHYJI TOJIOBY Ha3afl, IIPUBETCTBYS OPEI3TH BOOH Ha uie. 'TloueMy s
cHOBa 60I0CH?' — CIIPOCHIT OH ce0si, ¥ OTBET Cpa3y Ke MPUILESI eMy B TOJIOBY.

'9To0 IIOTOMY, 9TO {1 HE X049y OBITh CYACT/IMBEIM', — OH IIPOBEJI JIAAOHAMMU II0 JIUIY U CHOBA OTKHHYII
BOJIOCEI Ha3af. 'HOTOMy 4TO 4 HE 3Halo, KaK O0JIr'0 3TO HpOJIJ'II/ITCH'.

9T0 Gblyla UCTOPUS €ro XKu3HU. Korga ¢ HUM CIy4asoch YTO-TO XOpolllee, HOBOCTH, KOTOPHIE
IPUXOOWIIN TI0CTIe, OBIIM TaKUMMU XK€ Y2KaCHBIMU UM fJaxe xyxKe. [I[puyuHa, 0 KOTOPO¥M OH OB
HaIlyTaH, IPUCTLIXKEH U OIlevasieH.

% %k k
TeMm BpemeHeM...

— ITama? — Ko3eTTa BEICYHYJIa TOJIOBY U3 OBEPH ¥ IOCMOTpesia Ha KoHpafia, KOTOPOTO OHA JIETKO
TIoMMaJia B3TJISI0M, CTOsI CHapyXku. OHa yineiOHyIachk, Korma KoHpap ornissHycs, Bce ele
pasroBapuBas 1Mo TejaedoHy, CUTHAIU3UPYS el IOO0XKIaTh CeKYHIY.

KozeTTa moxasa mjaeYaMy ¥ Ha [BIIOYKAX IOMOIITa K HEMY, YCaXKHUBAsICh B 3aMbICJIOBATOE KPECIIO.
OTOo He 3aHSJI0 MHOTO BpeMeHH, Korga KoHpas 3aKOHYMII pa3roBOp ¥ CeJl Ha CTYJI HAallpOTUB Hee.

— Ilama, IMIo4YeMy ThI HE CKd3adJl MHE, YTO IIJIaHNPYeEIlb YCEIHOBUTH Maxkca? — CIIPDOCHIIa OHQ4, KdK



TOJIBKO OH CelJl.
— 41 ero He yCHIHOBIIAL.
— {1 mpocTo 1Iy4y, — OHa XUXUKHYJa U U3y4ula ero poKoByio KpacoTy. — Ho... 3T0 OB1I0 300pOBO.

Konpap ycMexHycs ee o0nerdeHHon yneiOke. [Jaxke Korpma Ko3eTTa He cka3asa 00siblile, BRIpaXkeHue
ee JUIA yKe CKa3ajio eMy, YTO OHa JOBOJIbHA 9TOM HOBOCTHIO. KOHEYHO, OHa mobuiia MakceHa.

— 91 HaHan MakceHa, 4TOOB OH IPHCMATPUBAII 3a TOOOM, — 00BSICHUI OH. — $1 Bepio, 4TO OH
YeJI0BEK CJIOBA ¥ TOT, KOMY 5T MOTY 0BepsiTb. OH MOXKET MOWTH KyHa YrOJHO B OME, HO B TBOIO
KOMHATy BXO BOCITPEIIEH.

— Ilama...

— Ileno He B TOM, 4YTO 51 He oBepsito Tebe unu MakCceHy, HO TH BCe ellle MOJIOfia, a 5 BCe ellle
POIUTETb.

KoseTTa npuuMokHyia rybamMu ¥ KuBHyjIa. — He moxoxe, 4To 9T0 npobieMa, — OHa I0xKaja
nedaMu. — Kpome TOro, s yxKe IJIaHUPOBajia 3aKII0UUTh C TOO0M caeKy, 4ToO6b MaKCeH MOT KHUTh
IOOTU30CTH UK XKUTh JIYUIIed KUIHBIO.

— Kosu, — no3san KoHpap, He yOUBIEHHBIY ee IPU3HaHKUEM, IIOTOMY UYTO OH BCEr[ia YyBCTBOBAJI, YTO
Ko3eTTa ogHAX OB IOIIPOCUT ero noMo4Yb MakceHy. Tak moay4unocs, 4To KoHpan mposiBui
VHULMATUBY ellle 00 TOro, KaK OHa CMOrJa.

— 41 noHUMalo, YTO Thl COUYBCTBYeIllb MakceHy. Ho MHe m060mbITHO. [IoueMy ThI TaK HAaCTOMYHUBO
IIOMOTaellb eMy?

— IMTouemy? XmM... — Ko3eTTa HameBaja OIMHHYI0 MeJIOOUI0, 00MyMbIBast JIOTUYHEIA OTBET. B KOHIIE
KOHII0B, KO3eTTa TO/IbKO yCcMexaslach, I0Ka ee rjia3a He MPUIYPUIuCh.

— IloTomy 4ToO... mOYeMy OBl ¥ HET?
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