Bech meHb mpoiiest Kak B TyMaHe. 9To OBIJIO ITOX0XkKe Ha IOBTOPEHHE MPeIbIIyLIero JHS; YPOKH, JIIoK
IIPOCHUT ee MOAeIuThCS yueOHUKoM, JIIoK 1 MaKceH CBepIIsiT OPYT ApyTa B3TIsSgaMu BO BpeMs obena,
3aTeM 3aHSTHS, IT0Ka He MTPO3BeHe I IKOJIbHLIHM 3BOHOK. Capa IIpoIijla MUMO, KakK 00BIYHO, YIIEI0asiCh,
Kak Oy[To y Hee He ObIIO Ipo6iieM, ¥ HUKTO 3TOT0 He 3aMeTul. [laxke Ko3eTTe mpuiimoch
IPUTBOPSATHCS, YTO OHA HE 3HAET, TOTOMY YTO OHA 3HAJa, YTO XKaneTb Capy ObII0 HAUMEHBIIIMM, YET0
X0TeJa ee MofpyTa.

— Yo... 1 maxe He 3Ha, 1o4eMy MH Tak upgeM, — Ko3seTTa BhIIIIA U3 TPaHCa, KOTHa yCIbIIIana
BopuaHue JIioKa psamoM ¢ Heil. OHa TOBepHYJIa TOJIOBY U MOCMOTpPeia Ha JI10Ka, TOJIbKO YTOOH
YBUIETh, KaK OH CKpexKelreT 3y0aMu, BIIUBASICh B3TJISIIOM B CIMHY MaKkceHa.

— M=l faxke He ufeM ¢ HUM 00K 0 00K — He TOo, UTOOBI MeHS 3T0 BoJiHOBaso! Jii! Thl MoXKellb
IIPUTOPMO3UTH?!

JIerkuii CMeIIOK BHIPBAJICS U3 €e PTa, KOrMa BeIpaxkeHue nuila JIloka MEeHSIJIOCh C KaXKI0#i CeKYHIOM.
Ero 6poBu mOOHSINUCH, KOTHA OH IIOCMOTPENT Ha Hee, HAKJIOHUB T'OJIOBY.

— Yto?

— Huuero, — oHa IOKay4ala rOJI0BOM ¥ ITOCMOTpEIa BIepe, HaXMypPHB OPOBH, KOTla 3aMeTHIa
HeOOIIbIIoe PacCTOsTHUE MeXOy Helt u MakceHoM. KozeTTa u JItoK Obiu GvKe, 4YeM B ITPOIITIOM.

— 4 mymaro, 4TO Y MeHS 9K3UCTeHIMaIbHBIM KPU3UC, — MPOoOOpMOTaa OHa, OTJISIAbIBAsCh Ha JI0Ka.
— JTOJIZKHBI T MBI KYITUTh MOPOXKEHOE 110 opore?

JIIoK CMOpIINI HOC ¥ HaxMypuJiicsa. — Kak OyaTo y MeHs eCTh BHIOOD.

— Hy, y Te6s Bcerpia ecTh BEIOOD, — OHa I0OXKaJa IyledaMid. — Thl MOXKeIb UATH Briepen. Tebe He
00sI3aTeNIbHO ITPOBOXKATh MEHST JOMOM. ..

— Het! — Ko3eTTa B3Oporuysa oT ero arpecCUBHOI0 OTBETa, YBUEB, Kak JIIOK yKa3bBaeT Ha
MakceHa. — [laxe ecnu MOY HOTHM OyOyT CTEPTH U3-3a IPOTYJIKHU 10 BCEMY MUDPY, MHE BCe pPaBHO,
TI0Ka 5T YBEPEH, YTO OH He OymeT HaedguHe ¢ ToOow!

— JIIOK... YCIIOKOMCS... — OHa ABaXKOhkl MOPTHYJIa, KOT{la TOJIbKO 3aMeTHa, 4To JItoK cerogus O6osee
pasmpaxeH. Temepb, KOra OHa mmomyMaia 00 9ToM, MaKCceH ToxKe OblT B y2KaCHOM HAaCTPOEHUHU. XOTs
MakceH OBLI THXUM U He TAaKUM arpecCUBHBIM, Kak JIi0k, Ko3eTTa 4yBCTBOBasa, Kak TeMHas IejleHa
HaBHcaeT Hag MaKCceHOM.

OHa CcrioTHyna, udydas cnuHy MakceHa. OH GBI 3071, ¥ 7151 Hee 3TO ObLIO COBEPIIEHHO 0YEBUIHO.

'{l He MorIa yOensAaTh BHUMaHMe BeCh OeHb, HO... 1 YTO-TO MIPOIMyCTuIa?' — 3afjlaBajiach OHa BOIIPOCOM,
UTHOPUPYS MOCTOSTHHYI0 O01TOBHIO JIt0Ka, B TO BpeMs KaK OH BpeMs OT BpeMeHU Kpudasl Ha
Makcesna. 'Ho s He gymaro, 4TO 4TO-TO IIPOU30ILIO, TaK KakK JIIOK IPUKIEnICcsS KO MHe, KaK Kjel, a g
IIpuKJIenack K MakCceHy, KakK ero IOMOLIHUK .

KosetTta pa3meimsia 06 9ToM, HO Kak Obl OHA HY JIoMaJjia T0JIOBY, OHa IIPOCTO He MOTJIa BCIIOMHUTH,
KakK 0TOpBaJia B3IJIAL OT 9TUX ABouX. M TyT ee oceruo. [loxuienue!

— JI10K, THI YBEPEH, YTO BUepa HAYEro He CIIyYUI0Ch? — OHA CIIPOCHUJIA TUXUM T'0JI0COM, IIOTOMY 4TO
BYEpa 3BOHMIIA JIIOKY, HO OH 3aBEpUII €€, UTO BCe 3M0POoBO. OUEBHUIHO, UTO 3TO OBIIO HE TO, YTO,
Ka3aJ10Ch, TPOU30IILIO.



— KoHeuHO! — BOCKJIMKHYJI OH, YTOOBI BCe YCIIBIIIaNM, — S BEICAKTI €T0, IOTOMY YTO Y MEHS
Oomnbioe cepare!

Ona IIPUINypPKUIIaCh, HO KUBHYIJIA, XOTA 1 COMHEBAJIACh, YTO UMEHHO 3TO U ITPOM3OIIJIO. BmecTo sToro
OHa BCTaJIa Ha LOBIIIOYKHU M IIOTAHYJIACE K €TI0 T'0JIOBE, CJIeTKa B3BEPOIINB BOJIOCHI.

— V Tebst mericTBUTENBHO OOJIBIIOE CEPALle, — MPU3HAJA OHA C YIBIOKOM, YTOOR OH MOT HEMHOTO
YCIIOKOUTLCS, TIPEXK/E YeM Y HETO MOT CIIYYUThCS cepheuHblil mpuctym. K cyacTteio, 3T0 cpaboTaro.

JIrOK mBaXObl MOPTHYJ U KOCHYJICS TOJIOBHI, KOTIa OHa y6pasa pyKy. Ero ry0sl cierka u3orHYJIHCS,
IIPUCTAJIbHO T Ha Hee, IpexXe 4eM OHa II0CMOTpesia Blepeq.

'9TO MPUATHO', — MOAYMaJI OH, TOYeCkIBasi 3aThlIOK. OH MpUKycun ry0y, Korua ee yrojiku
PaCTSHYJIUCH IIUPE, HOBOJILHEIN IIOXBAION U IPU3HATEIBHOCTRIO 3@ €TI0 BUEPAIIHIO XKEPTRBY.
HecMoTps Ha TO, YTO eTr0 KPOBSIHOE JlaBJIeHUE, ECTECTBEHHO, B371eTENI0 OBl 10 Hebec mpu OfHOM
MeICTH 0 MakceHe, Ko3erTa Opta psimoM, YTOOH YCIIOKOUTH €TO0.

'Xe-xe... 3TOT IPULYPOK', — €ro rja3a OnacHO CBEPKHYJIX, KaK TOJIbKO OH IIEpeBeJl UX Ha CIIUHY
Makcesna. 'OH gyMas, 4YTO CMOXKET OIIepPefuTh MeHs? ITOT IOHBIM FOCIIOAUH YMEH'.

Tem BpeMeHeM y MakceHa, KOTOPHIH ITIeJT BCETO B HECKOIBKUX IIIarax BIepenu HUX, ObIJI0 MpayHoe
BbIpaXkeHue uila. XoTs OH HU pPa3dy He OTJISHYJICS, eMy He HyKHO OBIJIO IIPOBEPSITh, IPECIIeNYIOT JIH
ero 3Ty mBoe. JIT0OK pa3roBapuBall BO BCE TOPJIO, ¥ JII000M MOT YCIIBIIIATh €r0 TOI0C IO BCEH OKpYyTe.

Tak uT0, MaKCeH ToXe MOT CIIHIIIATh UX PAa3roBOP. BripaxkeHue ero Juila MOTEMHEJIO elle 0oblie,
korma Koserra cornacunacse, 4To y JItoka Oombinoe cepane. Kak tak monyuunocs?! OHM roBopuin 06
OHOM U TOM Ke 4ejioBeKe? Bl mu MaKCceH equHCTBEHHBEIM, KTO 3aMeTHJI pora B TeHu JItoka?!

Yewm Gosblle OH AyMas 06 9TOM, TeM CUJIbHee KHUIlela ero KpoBb. Majio TOro, 4YTO €My IPUIIIOCh
BUepa MUPUTHCS C JIFOKOM, HO y IOCJIEAHET0 TaKKe XBaTUJIO HArJIOCTHA MCII0Ih30BaTh MakKCceHa
TOJIBKO [I71sT TOT'0, 4TOOH Ko3eTTa moxBanuia ero? 3To ObIIO0 MEJIKO, HO, HECMOTPS Ha 3TO, 3TO
pas3o3nuno MakceHa.

'9TOT MPUAYPOK...' — MaKceH 3ackpexkeTas 3y0aMu, KOT[la HEBUOUMOE IIJIaMsI BOKPYT HEro QUKo
BCIBIXHYJI0. 'OgHaX bl 1 BEPHY 9TO €MY'.

OHM BTPOEM IIOIUTH Ha aBTOOYCHYIO OCTAHOBKY, OCTAHOBUBIIKUCH Y HEOOJIBIIIOT0 KPYTIIOCYTOYHOTO
MarasuHa, YTOOBI B3SITh MOPOXKEHOe, KOTOPOE OHU ChEeJIH, B OKHUIAHUK aBTOOyCca Ha OCTAHOBKE. ITO
OBLIT TPETHUH Pa3, KOT[a OHM BTPOEM CATUINCh B aBTOOyC, MaKCeH exall C HUMH, IT0Ka OHa He BHIIIIA.

— Tr! — JIoK pa3fgpakeHHo IIeNIKHYJIT I35IKOM, KaK TOJIbKO OHU OKa3aJIuCh B TEHU.

— Makc, y Te0st ecTb paboTa mocie 3Toro? — cupocuia Koserra, urHopupys 6opmoranue JIoka,
oOpatasicb K MakCeHy, KOTOPHIH BHIIIENT U3 aBTO0YCa MOCTIETHUM.

— Jla, — ero oTBeT OB KOPOTKUM U IIPOCTHIM, KaK OOBIYHO.
— Trl He omo37aens?

— Her.

— Tol yBepeHn?

— Mrwm.



KozeTTa cxkaja ry6sl B TOHKYIO JTMHUIO, OIleHUBas ero. BripaxkeHue nuila MakceHa 0CTaBasioch
OTUYYXKMIEeHHEIM ¥ Heu3MeHHbIM. Hy, 3Hast ero, oH He cTaJ Okl IIPOBOXKAThH ee MOMOM, eclid OBl 0II03Tal
Ha paboTy.

— Xopo11o, — OHa KMBHYJIa U, Kak 00BIYHO, He [T0exasia Ha 0XHUAalolel ee MalIiHe, a BMECTO 3TOT'0
nouwia ¢ AByMs. Ha 9ToT pa3 Ko3erra u JI10K 1iu Bliepeay, a MakCeH JepxKaJicsid B HECKOJIbKUX
I1arax Mmo3agyu HUx.

Ero rina3a OblTy IPUKOBAHEL K €€ CIIMHe, TYOBl CKaThl B TOHKYIO TUHKIO0. Ha caMoM fiene, OH yxKe
HaIpaBisics Ha paboTy. He mpocTo HemonmHbM pabouuii eHsb, a MOMHBIN pabounii eHb, KOTOPHIiH
MoOT OBl ITOKPHITH €r0 PAcXOOhl Ha MMPoXKUBaHue, yuelOy u MHOToe Apyroe. CeromHs OH IPUAET, YTOOH
3aBepIIUTh CBOM KOHTPAKT CO CBOMM HOBHIM paboTomaTeIeM.

'lHTepecHO, Kakol Obla OBl ee peakiusa?' — MofyMall OH, HEMHOTO CMYIIIeHHBIN, IOCKOJIBKY OH yKe
oxupan xynmero. Hermy0Ookuil B3H0ox COpBaCs C ero Iry0, clenys 3a HUMH, U, IIpeXae 4YeM OH 3TO
TIOHSIJI, OHU BTPOEM CTOSITIU Teper O0bIIMMY BOPOTAMU PE3UAEHINN B1akos.

Kak o0rryHO, Ko3eTTa QBIpKHYIa ¥ pa3BepHynIach Ha Kabykax, ¢ yIeI0KOM Tsias Ha HUX IBOUX. B Ty
CEKYHAY, KOTfla ee B3TJIA[ ymaa Ha MakceHa, ee 6pOBU MONHSINCH, IOCKOIBKY OH HE CKa3asl HU
CJIOBa ¥ He IoMaxall eii Ha npomanue. OH CTOSI HENOOBUKHO. JIIOK TOXKe YXMBUISJICS OT yXa [0 yXa,
¥ OHa He BU[eJla MYaIlleiCsl MAIIWHE B TI0JI€ 3PEHUSI.

— OWU, Temepb THl MOXKeIllb UATH, — JIIOK Clierka TOJIKHYJI MakCceHa JIOKTEM, IPUIIOTHSAB CBOU
non0oponok. — OHa yxKe 37ech. Tak 4To OHA B 6€30IIaCHOCTU. JTOT IOHBINM TOCIIOAUH OCTAHETCS C
Hell, ¥ TH He OyHelnh HaM MeIllaTh.

Makcen 6pocun Ha JItoka 6e33a00THEIM KOCOM B3y, — 4 coOupaioch Ha paboTy, — 3aTeM OH
yKasaJl Ha BOpOTa.

— Yro? — JItoK HaxMypuics, a Ko3eTTa cKoHMIa IrojioBy HaboK.
—A?

MaxkceH ITPOCTO TUXO B3OOXHYN M IoKaydas rojoBoi. OH He 00BSICHUIICS, KOT[Ia IIPOIIes BIepen,
npouasa MuMo Ko3eTTrl, ocTaBuB JII0Ka OIIeIOMJIEHHBIM, KOT{Ta MaKCeH BOIIIEN B BOPOTa, U
OXPaHHUKY IIPOIyCTHUIIU €T0.

— 3! 9T0 He3aKOHHOE MPOHUKHOBEHMEe! — JII0K 3aKpuyal, Kak TOJIbKO MaKCeH 0Ka3alcs 3a
BopoTamu. TeM BpeMeHeM KoseTTe moTpeboBanoch BpeMsi, UTOOH IIOHSATH CyTh IIPOMCXOASIIEro. Bee,
YTO OHA MOTJIa CHejaTh, 3TO YCTaBUTHCA Ha CIMHY MaKceHa, 3aCTHB Ha MeCTe, yToIlasl B OKeaHe
BOIIPOCUTEIbHBIX 3HAKOB.

X X x

— OTOT XUTpHIM uc!.. — Bopyas JIoK, oKa oHU ¢ Ko3eTTou enu B camy pe3uaeHuun bnakos, Korga
oHU ¢ Ko3eTToi OTIpaBUINCh NPSIMO TyHda. — Ko3u, Tk 3Hama 00 3ToM?

— A? — OHa BHIIIIJIA U3 CBOETO TPaHCa, KOI'Ja ITIOCMOTpPEJIa Ha 9YEJIOBEKA HAIIPOTUB HEE.

— ITOT TOJICTHIM... I ©UMeI0 B BUAY, TBo Apyr! THl 3Hasa, 4To OH GymeT paboTaTh B TBOEM moMe?!
KakoBa ero goaxHocTs? CagoBHUK?

— 4 He 3HalO...



— [Touemy THI He 3HaeNIb?!

I'nmy6GoK¥e MOPLIMHEL Ha ee IOy yryOUIUCh, KOT[Ia OHA OIyCTHIIA r'1a3a. Ilpensimyinas Koserrta

HaBepHsKa 3Hasa OB, IOTOMY YTO OHA Oblyla OYKBa/IbHO YETI0BEKOM, VIIPABIISIONIMM 0COOHIKOM. Y
Hee OblIa OJTHAS BJIACTh HAJl 3TUM, BKI0Yas JIofiei, paboTaioumx B moMectbe. Ho ¢ Tex mop, Kak
OHA IOCeNuIach B 3TOM Tesie, Ko3eTTa mepKanach mofaiblie OT PYyTHHE OPUTHHAIBHON KO3EeTTHI.

— Ilamma HUYero He YIIOMHUHAJI 00 aTOM, — HpOGOpMOTaHa OHa, IIOTOMY 4TO Maxkcen HAIIPpAaBHUIICA
IIpsiMoO B KaOHuHeT KOHpana, IIOTOMY 4YTO €€ OTeIl IIpreXall, KOrga OHHU BCe ellle N 110 MIOObEe30HOU
JOPOZXKKE. OHa cxkana 4emioCThb U OTr'JIAHYIIaCh Ha OCOOHSIK.

— OH pelicTBuTENBHO OymeT paboTaTh 3MeCh? — OHa MOJI4a 3aAyMajlach, Ipexkie YeM yToJIKu ee I'y0
ckpuBunuck. Ho npexne yeM ee ry0bl yCIIeNX CJIOXKUTHCS B ONTyyNLIOKY, Ko3eTTa mopnprIreya,
Korja JItoK BHe3amHo IIeIKHYIT aabllaMy U YKa3all Ha Hee.

— He ynnibaticsa! — oH HacTauBal, 3aCTaB/sAs ee HAXMypUTh OpoBu. — Ko3u, TE pa3buBaellh MHE
cepaue! IToxoxke, Tebe MOHPaBUIach 3Ta HOBOCThL! DTO TO, UTO g MMEJI B BUAY, KOTHa CKa3aJl, YTO OH
IIPOCTO UCIonb3yeT Tebs! [TocMoTpy Ha Hero cenyac!

KoserTa npuumMokHysia TybaMu U moxaa Ijiedamu, 00XBaTUB IIeKy, fiepXkKa COJTOMUHKY B COKe
Mexay rybaMu. — ¢ HafieloCh, YTO MOY I1alla YCHIHOBUT €r0, — IPU3Hajiach OHa U YILI0HYIACh,
3acTaBUB JII0Ka UCITYyTaHHO aXHYTh.
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