CemeiiHoe mporImioe MakceHa ObIT0 YePTOBCKY CJIOKHBIM TabUPUHTOM. ITO ObITI0 Ge3ymue.
Bo3Mo0xkHO, OH TepecTan paboTaTh Ha HECKOJIBKKX Pab0Tax ¥ MOTydYuI 60raTCTBO, 0 KOTOPOM
HUKOTZA He JyMaJl, 4To Koraa-mubo 6ymeT. OqHAKO OH HUKOTHA He OB JOBOJIEH TEM, KaK CII0XKUIIACh
ero Xu3Hb. Bo BCIKOM CITydae, CTAlo0 TOJIBKO XyXKe.

OH ucmaykal pyKyd KPoBbiO, KaXKIbIM 00Ut IeHb IIOOBEPrall CBOIO XKU3Hb OMACHOCTH ¥ I0KEPTBOBAJ
CBOEY MOpaJbio U yOexkKIeHUsIMY, a TakKXKe yBaxKkeHHeM K YeJoBe4eckol xKu3Hu. Pagu yero? [lener?
Cumner?

MakceHn Bcerfa 31aj, yTo HUKOI'JA He noxasneeT 00 3TOM pelleHuH, TOTOMY 4TO... IJIsT HeTo ObII0
Heuyero TepsiTb. MUp MOCTYMMI C HUIM HeCIIPaBeJIMBO, II09TOMY OH COOHpAsICs MOCTYIaTh C HUM
TakK¥Xe, II0Ka KTO-HUOYyOb He MIpofiesiaeT ObIPY B €r0 T'OJIOBE.

Koneuno, B KOHIIe KOHIIOB OH Imoxasen 00 aToM. Korma Mus Bollia B €ro X1U3Hb, B KAKOH-TO MOMEHT
YYBCTBO BUHBI yOUBAJIO €T0 U3HYTPHU. 3@ TO, UTO ITO3BOJIUJI MUPY IIPEBPATUTD €T0 B TOT'0, KEM OH
XOTeJl eT0 BUMETh, U 3a COBEPIIEHHEIE MTOMJIbIe ITOCTYIIKU C TJIaBHOM reponHe. Y Hero ObIJI0 MHOTO
COXKaJIeHUH — THICSYH.

Y Bce ke, KOTJIa OH BCTPETHUII CBOIO KapMy, OH yibeiOancs. He pagocTHO, HO MUPHO.

OH yMep c ynbIOKOH, Kak OyATO OH HaKOHeI ObUI cBOOOMeH. M 3T0 03Ha4yasno TOIbKO TO... YTO MaKceH
IIPUCOENUHUJIICS K IIOATIOJIbHOY OpraHu3aluy TOIbKO 110 ogHou npuyrHe: YMEPETD.

I'ma3a Ko3eTTsl 3amumano, KOrma OHa BEITHPAa ClIe3kl, KOTOPhIe TaK U HOPOBUIIM CKATUTHLCS C ee
rna3. Hamuicas KpaTkoe U37I0KeHKUe TOTO, YTO ITPOU30IIIO 3a eHb, OHA 3aKOHYUIIA TEM, UTO
HalKcala YaCTh POMaHa CBOMMHM CJI0BaMH. [TpoIImo HEKOTOPoe BpeMsi C TeX 0P, KaK OHa
paccka3biBasia MOAPOOHOCTH pOMaHa, I03TOMY OHa Oblsla HeMHOTO 60jiee 9MOIMOHAIbHOM, YeM
Oonbiie gymasna 06 9TOM.

— OTO meUCTBUTEIHLHO HECIIPABEJIMNBO, — PA3TaJICs MPUTIYIIEHHEIN TOI0C, OTIYCKAas PYYKY, YTOOHI
BBITEPETH I'1a3a. B oTnuume oT mevyanu, KOTOPYI0 OHa YyBCTBOBajia PaHbIIe, Ha 3TOT pPa3 ee cle3
ObL10 OoJibIlle. OHA He MOTJjla OCTAHOBUTE HUX.

PaHbIme e#f OO IJT0X0 ¥ TPYCTHO U3-3a MakCeHa, IIOTOMY 4TO OH OBLIT ee JTII00OMMEIM IIEPCOHAXKEM.
OHa TOHsJIa ero; OHa He OCYXK[aeT TO, YTO OH CAeJIall B pOMaHe, MOCKOJIbKY BCerfa CuMTasa, 4To ero
KOHeIl ObIJT Y4eM-TO, UTO OH 3aciyxuil. Ho mociie BCTpeun ¢ HUM U 3HAKOMCTBA C HUM JIMYHO pacckas
0 TOIPOOHOCTSX POMaHa Iopa3ul ee Mo-IPYroMy.

Takoi y4acTy OH TOYHO He 3aCITyKUBaJl.

— ¢ HeHaBWXKY aBTOpPA, — OHA 3aKphIJIa rjla3a U CAejasna riy60Kuit BIOX, YTOOE YCIIOKOUTHCS. —
Her, HeT. 9To He ee BuHa. OHa IIPOCTO MUIIET UX UCTOPUIO U €[IBa JIM UMEeT BIaCTh HAMl XOOOM UX
OeWCTBUM, — WU TO, YTO aBTOP OOBSICHUI UM, YNTATEJISIM.

HecmoTpst Ha 3T0, ee PeIuMOCTh TPOOWIIa KPHIIIY.

Korga Ko3seTra OTKDPGHIJIA I'lla3ad, IIOA HUMHU IIbIJIaJI OTOHb. HeCMOTpH Ha TO, YTO OHa IILITalach, el
IIPUNIJIOCH aKTUBU3UPOBATE CBOIO UTDY.

— Bepro, — OHa XJI0TIHYJIa TafOHSIMU IO CTONY, KuBasi. — Ecnu s He 6yay paboTaTh Haf 3TUM,
MaxkceH MOXKeT IIPUCOENUHUTLCS K 9TOM OpraHu3aluu... ¥ 51 He YBUXKY €ro MHOTO JIeT. S He MOry
3TOTO JOMYCTHUTh.



Ona KvBHYyJIa ¥ IIOBTOPUJIA B YMe TO, YTO TOJIBKO YTO CKa3ajla. — Thl MOXKeIllb CaenaTh 3To, cama! —
BOCKJIMKHYJIa OHA, IOOHSB KyJlaK, IIpeXe 4eM 3aMoI4aTh, AyMas O TIIaTeJIbHO IPOAYMaHHOM
nlaHe, YTOOB OCTAaHOBUTEL HEU30EKHOE.
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TeMm BpemeHeM...

MakceH nexai Ha CBOel CTapou ¥ TOHKOU KpoBaTy Ha Ionny. OH UCIOJIb30Ball PYKY KakK IOOYIIKY
[I71 TOJIOBEL, Tog0OpackiBasl U JIOBSI MaJleHbKUY MSIUUK, OKUasi, KOrfga COH yaaput ero. OH 3aKphLI
OOVH IJla3, KOrfa Ha MITHOBEHUe OTKIIIOYHUJICS, He CYMEB IIOVMaTh MaJeHbKUY IIapyK,
[IPU3EMIUBIIUICS Ha €ro JIEBBIM I'JIa3.

— TCK... — OH IIOKHYJI I3BIKOM, HO MST4 He ITOMHSJ. BMeCTo 3TOTro OH He CBOJHUII I'/1a3 C IIJIECEHU Ha
oToJIKe. MecTo OBITIO y2Ke CcTapoe, U IjeceHb ObljIa OT MPOTEYKY KazK[bli pa3, Koraa Oblia mioxas
IIoroja.

Bcesikuii pas, Korfia mes qoxab, MakceHy 00OBIYHO IIPUXOUIIOCH IePkKaTh BCE B 3TOM MaJIeHbKOM
KOMHATe B OOHOM MeCTe, IOTOMY 4YTO BCe TEKJIO IOBCIOAY. EMy TakKe MPUXOAUIOCH CIIaTh CUAS UIIU
B0OO11Ie He craTh. OH HUKOTHA paHbllle He Xkajesl ce0s, IOTOMY UTO y2Ke CMUPHUIICS CO CBOEH
TSI2KEeJ0M KU3HbIO.

BoT 4TO €My MPHUIIIOCH TEePEeKUTD, KUBS HE3aBUCHMO.
Ho Tenepb 0H He MOT He AyMaTh 00 3TOM IOCe TIpeanoxenus: Konpapa.

— BrnaroTBopuTenbHOCTD, fa? — MPoOOPMOTAl OH, yMasi, YTO Ha 3ToM Bce. OTell Ko3eTTh «xkanem»
€ro TakK e, Kak u oHa. CnenoBaTenbHO, OH XOTEeN IOMOYb.

— 2KanocTse... — OpoIIenTasn OH. — YX... f HEHaBUXKY ee.

MakceH NpUKPEHII I'JIa3a PYKOH, pa3fapaxeHHo Bop4ya. KoHeuHo, OH He HeHaBumen Ko3eTTy, HO OH
HeHaBHUETI ee 3a TO, YTO OHa TakKas. Eciu Ovl He OHA, TO OH He OB OBl ITepe[] JUIeMMO.

'Ho omsiTh Ke, OHa He MPOCHJIa MEHS JTI00UTh ee', — OH B3TJISTHY/ B ONMH U3 TJIa3 ¥ THXO B3MOXHYII. —
9710 g BIIOOHUIICS B Hee.

He To uToOk K03eTTa oTHOCHIIACH K HeMy Io-Ipyromy. OHa Obiyia Jo6pa K HeMy, HO U KO BCEM
octanmbHBEIM. Kakum 05l pasgpaxartomuM Hy Obl JII0K, OHa yIEIOHETCS eMy U ITOMMeT ero. Tak ke oHa
OTHOCHJIACh ¥ K UX OOHOKJIACCHUKaAM. [IpuynHa, 110 KOTOPOM BCE MIPOCTO XOTENIH APYKHUTD C HEH.

Ona OBlJTa KaK MarHUT, ¥ K HEH TAHYJINCh BCE — W MAJIbYUKH, U NE€BOYKHU.

— 9T0 pa3ppaxkaeT, — IMIPOBOpPYA OH, HEKPACUBO HaXMYyPUBILKCh, TOBEPHYBIINUCH Ha OOK TUIIOM K
creHe. Ero ria3a HalOJIHUIUCh TOPEYBIO, KOTa OH CHOBA IEIKHYI S3HIKOM.

— Kak THI MOXKelIb pa3paxaThCs Ha BCeX, KTO IpUOIMKaeTCs K Hel? — clipalliuBaj OH cels,
IIOTOMY 4TO 3TO OBUI eIMHCTBEHHEIN pa3, KOrga OH MOT OBITh YECTHHIM U pelllaTh CBOM COOCTBEHHEIE
npob6iemsl. [ToHayamy ¢ HUM Bce OBLIO B IOPSIAKE, TaK KakK OH Bcerga xoTern, uTobsl KoseTTa
OCTaBHJIa €ro B IOKOE.

Ho yeMm gombine oHa IIpuiniiajia K HeMYy, KdK 2KBa4Kad... KaK TEHb, KOTOPaA BCETOa 6YJIeT MOJI49a
CJIefoBaTh 3a HUM, OH Ha4all JIO0UTD U IIPUBHIKATE K €€ IIPUCYTCTBHUIO. Tenepb OH HaXOOHII



pa3mpaKkawIMMU BCeX, KTO XOTeJI C Hel 3aroBOPHUTE. JII0K OBII IIEPBLHIM B €0 CIIKCKE.

— B03MO0HO, OHU XOPOIIIO0 CMOTPSATCS BMECTeE, HO... OH COIISIK, — OH B3[OXHYJ U 00/113ai ryosl. —
Ona MopoyuT MHe ronoBy. Ee oTell Toxxe He momoraeT. Kakas mapa.

MaxkceH 3aKphlj I'1a3a, YTOO0B 3aCTaBUTh Ce0s1 YCHYTh, HO LM MUHYTH], @ OH He MOT 3aCHyTh. OH
CHOBA OTKPBII I'Jla3a ¥ Opocuics Ha APYrylo CTOPOHY. Kak TOIBKO OH 3TO CHenal, ero riasa
OCTaHOBUJINCH Ha TenedoHe PIAOM C MOAYIIKOH.

Ero rnaza cranu msarde. B 910 Bpems KozeTTa 3BoHMIA uinu 60MOapAupoBaa ero MOYTOBEIY SITUK
COOOIIEHUSIMU UM TOJIOCOBRIMU coobmmenusamu. Ho ero tenedoH HU pa3y He 3a3BOHUTL.

— E# 611110 Becesio ¢ HUM? — MHTEPECOBAJICS OH, ¥ BhIpaXKEHUE ero JIMIa CTaI0 KUCIIHIM. — [lepbMo!
Makc!

OH pa3apaXXeHHO B3bEePOIIXIT BOJIOCH U CTUCHYII 3yOHl OT YyBCTBA, KOTOPOE MOAKPaAbIBAIOCh K €ro
cepairy. ITo OBIIO yKe He 3T0POBO. ATO PACTyIllee YYBCTBO K He... pa3BUBAJIOCH TAK OMACHO OLICTPO.
9TO MPOMU3OLIIO0 OT YAOBIETBOPEHUS TOT'0, UTO OH ee APYT, [0 TOTO, UTO ero B30ecusa MbICIb O
IPyTroM 4YeJioBeKe.

Bo3M0KHO, 3TO OBITIO TOTOMY, YTO ¥ KO3€eTTEl B OCHOBHOM OBINIK MOAPYTH. TakK 4TO mosiBneHue JIioKa
OBLIIO YeM-TO HOBBIM U HaAPYIIUIO pacnopsanok AHsS Ko3eTTol u MakceHa. CnegoBaTeNlbHO, OH He 3HaT,
YTO M[ejaTh C 3TUM BHE3alIHBLIM IIOSIBJIEHHMEM HamoenIuBOro COILISIKA.

ITuHB!

Ero MeIC/u TpepBanuch, KOTa OH IOCIIENTHO TPOBEPUIT CBOM TenedoH. Ero Kucmoe BEIpakeHue Ul
paccnabunock, Korfa OH YBUOET ee UM Ha pa30KUTOM SKpaHe.

— 4 KaK IOIOHOK, — TIPOIIeNTall OH, IIPOBepsis CBOM TemedoH, 4ToOH YBUAETh ee coobuenue. Ero
ryOBl H30THYIUCEH B TOHKOM YJIbIOKE, KOTHa OH YBUOET ee KpaTKoe coobiieHne. OH BCe elre CIIbIIIa
ee roJI0C, KOTma YuTal:

[Ter He monpomiasnics, Makc. Tck. 4 Oyny urHopupoBaTh Te0sI, IOTOMY YTO AyMasa, YTO ThI
oCTaHeNbCd Ha yKUH. Ho cnokoiiHO# HOuH. OTBETh U TeOsI IPOUTHOPUPYIOT! :CEepauToO: |

— Ho 5 Tak u He 0TBeTUJ, — OH YCMEXHYJICS U [T0KadaJl T0JI0BOH, ellle pa3 IPo4YnTaB ee COO0IIeHNe.
Korza o= yXke cobupascs I0I0XKUTh TPYOKY, OH OCTAHOBUJICA U ellle pa3 [lepedyuTal ee coobIIeHue.

Yronku ero ry0 030pHO U30THYJIKCH, IpeXkKe YeM OH HaredyaTal:
[ 4 Toponuncs. ]

Makcen Haxan «OTIpaBUTL» elle N0 TOro, KakK ycmen nepeayMartb. OH yCTaBUICS Ha CBOU TenedoH
¥ YCMEXHYJICS, KOTTIa eT0 TYT XK€ ITPOYKTANH, IPENCTaBIsAs BHIpaXKeHue ee Nulla. B ux KypHase
cooOirenuii Ko3eTTa 3a/imBaia ero COOOUEHUSIMH, a €0 OTBETHI MOJKHO OBIJIO TePeCYUTATh II0
IaJibLaM.

9TO 03HAYAET, YTO €TI0 OTBETHI OLIIN PEeOoKnNMMH. XO0TsI OH {ean 9To He crnelranbHo. OH IIPOCTO HE
3HaJl, 4TO OTBETHUTh.

— Ona nevaTaeT... — 3aCMeSJICS OH, KOTfia OHa InepecTaja Ime4daTaTh, a 3aTEM CHOBaA Ha4adlla
reyaTtarthb. B KOoHIle KOHIIOB, KOo3eTTa oTBeTHIa Pa3bsApPEHHBIM CMaNJINKOM C COO6H.I€HI/I€‘M: — Th



OTBETHJI, IOTOMY YTO s CKa3ajla Tebe, 4To Oyay UTHOPUPOBATh TE0s?!

OH nokayas rojoBOM II0CJie XOPOIIero cMexa U BMECTO 3TOT0 OTIIPaBuil eil 0TBET: — CIIOKOMHOU
HOYU.

X X X

oM KynHHOB

Amiep oCTaHOBHIICS ¥ BXOfla Ha KyXHIO, KOTa YBUMEN, 4YTo JIIOK poeTcsl B KyXOHHBIX siuKax. OH
CMOTPeJI, KaK ero OpaT mepeBopayuBaeT KyxHIO BBEPX OHOM, HIIa YTO-TO.

— Kak npomen geHb? — CIPOCUI OH, IOJOKOA K CTOMKE U OIEePIINCh Ha Hee pyKaMu. — Efbl TaMm
HeT. OHa B XOJIONUJIbHUKE.

JI10K TepecTas pPHThCA B SIIUKAX U IIOBEPHYJ TOJIOBY B CTOPOHY OpaTta. — f He mypak, 4ToOH He
3HATH, I'Ie ena. f He ronopeH — g yxusHan ¢ Kosu.

— Torpma 4TO TH HINEIL? — CIIPOCHII Alllep, TaK Kak 9TO OLIJIO He B XapakTepe ero 6parta. JItoK Obln
13 TeX, KTO BO BCEM IT0JIaTrasiCs Ha CBouXx ciyr. Ero 6poBu MpUmOgHSIKUCh, KOTMa Ha nutle JIioka
IOSIBUJIACh CAMOIOBOJIbHAS YXMBIIKA.

— Yt0 3a B3rIAn? — Ariep OAO3PUTENIBHO CY3UJI I'J1a3a, a JIIoK MOAIPHITHYJII U 0IIepCsl PyKOU O
CTOUKY.

— Bpar, s moroBopus ¢ mamno#, ¥ OH MOJHSJ MHE OOJBIION Maslell, Korjaa s CKa3asl, 4YTO X04uy
nobuBathcsi Ko3u, — JIioK ynbI0ancs oT yxa Io yxa, IIoKa He IToKa3aluch 3yOrl. OH 3710 paccMesics,
CJlerKa I0XJIonaB Amlepa II0 IJedy.

— MoxeT ObITh, 1 KEHIOCh PaHbllle Tebs, HO 3TO HOpMaJibHO. Thl CKOPO Halfelb TOro, KTo Tebe
IIOHpaBuUTCs. Baxaxa!

JIuno Amrepa MCKa3uI0Ch, KOTfia ero 6paT TOJIbKO YTO M3MEHMUIT CBOM I'0JI0C, 3By4a KaK MYyAPHIT
cTtapuk. OH cierka noxkayvas rojIoBO#, IpeXkae 4eM OTTOJIKHYThCSI OT CTOUKH.

OH HeTOPOIITUBO HAIIPABHUIICS K XOIOOUIBHUKY. — MeXOy MPoYuM, TPUOTHUKAIOTCSI 3K3aMEHH U... —
Amep ocTaHOBUIICA, TNIAAA Ha JI0Ka, KOraa TOT XUXUKa.

— Bpart, He 6ecrokoiicst 06 9ToM, — JII0K 3710 YCMEXHYJICS, YIIepEB PYKH B 60Ka. — ITOMY IOHOMY
TOCIIOMMHY He HY2KHO 0ECITOKOUTHCS 00 3TOM, TaK KakK s TOJIbKO YTO IIE€PEBEJICS B APYTYIO IIKOITY.

Amepy moTpe0oBanoCch MTHOBEHUE, YTOOH! ITOHSTH CJI0BA CBOEro OpaTa, Mpexkae YeM ero riasa
pacIImpuInCh. — YT0?!
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