— IToka-mioka, nmamna~!

Koserra nomaxana KoHpany, Korga OKHO 3afHET0 [TaCCaXkUPCKOr'0 CUEeHbs NOOHAN0Ch. C TexX 1op,
kKak KoHpap nogse3 Ko3eTTy, 3T0 KakuM-TO 00pa3oM CTaio uxX pyTuHou. Ee oTel] Teneps ObLI TEM
YeJI0BEKOM, KOTOPHIM BEICAXKMBAJ ee Ha aBTOOYCHOM OCTaHOBKE, KaK U CETOMHS.

MakceH B3TJISIHYJT Ha Hee, IIOCKOJIbKY OHa ITPOMO0JKaia MaxaTh PYKOH, Jaxe KOrja MallliHa
ymuasack. OH MOJTYaJI, TS B APYTYIO CTOPOHY, IPOBEPsis, HE efeT JIU CIIeAYIOIInui aBTo0yC.

— Makc, TH He TakK MHOT'0 CHEJI 3a 3aBTPAKOM, — OH YyTh He B3JPOTrHYJ, KOTHa OHAa IOMOIIa K HEMY,
yTOOH! OTpyraTth ero. OH OTKUHYJICS Ha3afl, BUAS, KaK OHa IPUILypHUIa I'1a3a, IOKauyruBasi JIUIOM,
YTOOBI U3YYUTH ETO.

— OOBIYHO 5 He 3aBTPaKaio, — 0OBSICHUII OH, C TPEBOTOM INIsiAs Ha Hee. — ThI CTUIITKOM OJIM3KO.
OTouoy HEMHOI'O Ha3aq, JIagHo?

Ko3seTTa HaxMypuiachk, HO BCe e CHejaja 1ar Ha3ad. — Thl TaKXKe Majio ejl Buepa 3a YKUHOM. Thl
XOYellb CKa3aTh, YTO OOBIYHO He y&KUHaelnb? Ecnu s He npuroTosiio Tebe o0en, T He OyOels u
o0emath? Tl IEITaembcsi 06peds ce0si Ha MeJIEHHYI0 ¥ MyUYUTEIbHYI0 CMEPTh?

— Yto0?
— MakceH, TH DOJIXKeH 103a00TUTHECH 0 cebe.

— TepecTaHb BOpYaTh Ha MEHs, KaK MaTh, — OH INEIKHY/ I3LIKOM ¥ ITIOMaxajl PYKOH, IIIsIs B
CTOPOHY.

OHa mpofoJKaja XMYPUTHCS, TOTOMY 4TO MaKceH OBIJT TAKUM Ke XOJIOOHBEIM, KaK Bcerga. XoTs
Telephb OH TOBOPHUJI C Helt HeMHOT0 00JIbIlle, OHA BCErha YyBCTBOBAJIA, UTO OH JEPXKUTCS Ha
pacctossHuu. He TO 4TOOH eif He Tepmenoch COMU3UTLCS C HUM, HO OHA IIPOCTO IPOMIOIKasa
3ajaBaThCs BOIIPOCOM, BUAUT JIK OH B Hell IIOMeXy UJIA gpyTa.

'fl mpoCTO X04y U3MEHHUTH ero cynb0y', — MEICJIEHHO JKajloBajlach OHA, B3[bIXasd, KOTa ee IJiedn
B3[BIMAJIUCh U OMTyCKaIUCh. 'fl He X04y OBITh AEBYIIKOW, KOTOPYIO OH Oy[eT IOMHUTH, KakK Ty,
KOTOpas IpeciefoBaa ero, Kak TOJIbKO HAYHETCS UCTOPHUS, HO KEM-TO, KOTO OH CMOXKeT Ha3BaTh
CBOMM II€PBHIM IPYTOM'.

[Toka Ko3eTTa MBICTIEHHO Tep3aja I'0JIOBY, OHa He 3aMedasla, YTO OH CMOTPUT Ha Hee. YTOJIKH ero ry0
Ha MIHOBEHME M30THYJIUChH, IPeXKJe YeM ero yas0Ka ucuesna.

—4d 06e11a10, — CKa3aJl OH, 3aCTaBUB €€ IIOOHATE I'lla3a U YBUETh, YTO OH CMOTPHUT B TOM XK€
HaIIPpaBJIEHHUHU. — f He U3 Tex, KTO eCT MHOTO 3a OOUH IIpuUcCecCT. {1 He CBUHBS, KaK THI.

— CBuHBSA? — dXHYyJId OH4, B CMATEHHNH I'JIAOA HA HETO.

MakceH B3TJISHYT Ha Hee, KOTa HaKOHeIl oghexan aBTo6yc. — 3HAa4uT, 062K0opa, — OH
YVXMEITBHYJICS, TIOOXOMS K IBepu aBTOOyCa.

— Makc! — 3akpuyana Koserra, Tonas HOrou, cinenys 3a HUM. — Kak TEl MOXKEIIb TOBOPUTH, YTO S
o0xkopa 1 CBUHBS? Y TeOs mpobieMsl ¢ ria3amu?! Y Tebs 6osblile Beca, 4yeM y MeHst!

— To, 4TO Y MeH4A MeJIJIeHHBIN MeTaboJi3M, He 03HA4aeT, 4To Y MEH{ B XKeJIyOKEe NPAKOH.

— Ho MHI Bce paBHO Kak AecsTKa, Korga uneM 60k o 60k! — mpoBopuana Ko3erra, mpexpe uem



O30PHO XUXUKHYTh. — IecsTKa. OI[I/IH " HOJIb, KaK IIapa, IMOHKHMaeIs? Xe-xe.,

Ha aToT pa3 Ko3seTTa mpoiiiyia MEMO Hero, Kak MaJleHbKHii ObsIBOJI, KOTHa OH BHE3aIlHO OCTAHOBUJICS.
Ero B3r7isii 0OCTAHOBUIICS Ha ee CIIMHEe U IOUMaJl ee CUASIIYI0 Ha OMHOM U3 IYCTHIX MECT C
CaMOIOBOJIbHOM YXMBIIKOU Ha JIHIIE.

'Hy uTo 3a meBymIKa', — MakCceH B3[OXHYJI U IT0OKaydaJl TOJI0OBOM, IIPexke YeM BO30OHOBHUTH mIar. Tak
KakK MecTa Obls10 60JIbitie, MaKCeH 3aHsI ellle 0JHO CBOOOIHOe MeCTO HalmpoTus Hee. Ho oH
B3[IPOTHYJI, Korma Ko3eTTa cema psimoM ¢ HUM.

— Ou! — 3aKpuyan OH, C TPEBOTOH IIISIASI Ha Hee. — YTO THI 30€Ch Aeflaells?
— Cuxy.

— Capguch Ha ipyroe MecTto. TaM MHOTO CBOGOIHOT'0 MecCTa.

— Makxkc, MH He JecsiTKa, eclii MBI He BMecTe!

— MHe Bce paBHO Ha 3Ty AECATKY.

Ko3eTTa HaxMypuyach U Cy3uya rjta3a. 9To ObIT UAeaTbHBIN IIaHC MTO00IAThCSI U COMU3UTHLCS C HUM.
Yro6hI, ecnu Korma-HuOyab B 6ymyineM, oH OyoeT oyMaTh O CBOEM [IparolieHHOM ApyTe BCIKHUM pas,
KOT7la YBUAUT aBTOOYC MIIM €My IIPOCTO MOHAMOOKUTCS XOpoliiee BOCTIOMUHAHKE, /IS PA3MbILIIIEHUS.

— IIpekpacHo, — MakceH B3bepOIINJI CBOM BOJIOCH U OTBEPHYJICS, TTIIASA B OKHO. — CuOy, e
xouelb. ToJIbKO He 0ECIIOKO. ..

— Byny, — mopnTBepauiia OHa, YTO MPO3BYyYaso O0bIlle KaK yrpo3a ellle 10 TOTo, KakK OH yCIIen
3aKOHYHUTH IIpeaioxkenre. Ho korga oHa mymana, 4To MakceH OyeT CIIOPUTH C Hell UM CMOTPETh Ha
Hee C HeJJOBepHEeM, OH 3TOTO He [eslajl. BMecTo 9Toro oH MoJidyaa ¥ He CBOMMII I'JIa3 C OKHa.

— Boxe... moueMy Tak TPYIHO COMU3UTHCS C CO60H? — MpoOOPMOTaja OHA U IOKHYTIA S3BIKOM,
[IBUTAsICh HA CUAEHbE, YTOOH yIOOHO ycecThcsi. — Hy ¥ KTO 51 TaKast, YTOOHI KaloBaThCa? A yxe
pafia, YTO MBI BMECTE XOOUM B IIKOJY.

KozerTa IIOCMOTpPEJIa BHU3 C MUJION y.TIBI6K0fI Ha JIAIIe. HeCMOTpH Ha TO, 4TO 3a60Ta 0 ee MOOUMOM
IIepCoOHaxke OblJIa HaCTOSIITUM HCIBITAaHKEM, OHa He MOIJIa 3IMThCS Ha Hero. Bo BcsakoM Ciy4ae, 3TO
MMEJIO CMEBICII, ITOCKOJIBKY 3TOT MHUD IIPOMOOJIZKAJl UOTHU ITPOTHUB HETO.

Tem BpeMeHeM MaKCeH YKpafiKOH B3TJISTHY/I Ha Hee U IoiMaJl 3Ty UCKPEeHHIO U MUy yiboKy. 'He

HaJ0 BRITJISIETh TAKOW CUACTIMBOM', — OH OTBEPHYJICS, YTOOBI CKPHITH C/1abblil pyMsHEIl Ha IIeKe.

[TocKOMBbKY ImO€e3[Ka 3aMeT HeKOTOpOe BpeMsi, MakKceH OTKHHYJICS Ha3af. OHU BHIIIIK U3 AOMa
CJTUIIIKOM PaHO, YTOOBI He 0I037aTh B MKONy. HecomHeHHO, Ko3eTTa Oblna MPUTeKHOM, YTO OBIIO
0O4YeHb JOCTOMHO BOCXUILIEHUS.

Ero rnasa ocrtaBajiuch Ha OKHE, OH AyMall, 9YTO OHa, BEPOATHO, OblTa 3aHSITA CBOMM TeJ'Ie(l)OHOM,
YTOORI y6I/ITL BpeMsi UM 4TO-TO B 3TOM pOJe. Tonpko yepe3 MUHYTY OH IIOHAJI, 4YTO 3TO HE TakK.

MaxkceH Hampsrcs, KOrma MOYyBCTBOBAJI TSIKECTh Ha cBoeM Ijiede. OH HHCTUHKTUBHO ITOCMOTPEN Ha
Hee ¥ HaxMypui 6poBH.

'3HQUUT, OHA OOBIYHO 3aCHITAET II0 OPOTe B MIKOIY?' — MOAyMaJsl OH, Pe3KO B3[IOXHYB BMECTE CO



cnabeiM cMemmkoM. 'OHa OedCTBUTENILHO CTPaHHas .

OH omyCcTHII I1e490, KOTHa HEMHOT'O COCKOJIb3HYJI BHU3, YTOOH €€ IIesl He 3aTeK/Ia, Korja oOHa
npocHeTcs. [To ero MHeHMIO, B 0COOHSIKe OBITI0 OeCUnCIeHHOe MHOXKECTBO CNyT. Ho HUKTO U3 HUX HE
npensioxkun nomoyb KoseTTe cuenaTh nand-60kCel. OH OBUT yBEPEH, TIOTOMY YTO TakK Xke, Kak OHa
OTKa3ajach OT ero IOMOIIY, OHa, KOHEYHO XKe, 0TKa3alach OT IOMOIIY OPYTUX Iiofel. B koHue
KOHIIOB, Ko3eTTa Obl1a ynpsamo.

'TloueMy OHa TaK MHOTO paboTaeT, eCIM MOXKeT IOIy4YUTh BCe, faXke He NPUKIIafbiBas YCUIUR?' —
CIIPOCHUJI OH, TJIIMS HA Hee C TOHKOU yJbeIOKoM. 'Hy, 51, HaBepHOe, HUKOI'Tla He IIOMMY, IOTOMY 4YTO 3TO
THL... {1 He TIOHMMAl0, 4ero Thl Ha CaMOM fieJle XO4elllb OT MEeH'.

MaxkceH Me[iJIeHHO 3aKphIJI I'J1a3a, TakK KaK TOXKe YyBCTBOBas ce0si HEMHOTO COHHBIM. 'MIHTEpEeCHO...
YTO TH BO MHe Hallljla?' — BOT YTO IIPUIIJIO EMY B TOJIOBY IIEpE[] TeM, KaK OH B3APEMHYJI BO BpeMs
9TOM [OJTOM, HO KOPOTKOU MOE3OKHU B IIKOJTY.
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