Ko3eTTa HEPBHO X0OuIa B3ad-BIIEpPe[] 110 CBOeM KOMHATE, He TTOI03peBasi, UTO MPUKYCUIla KOHYUK
6omnbiroro manbiia. OHa X0TeNla IPUCOeNUHUTLCS K KoHpamy 1 MakceHy, TPOCTO YTOOH yOemUuThCs,
YTO ee OTell He CKaXKeT HUYero, YTo MOTJI0 ObI CIIPOBOIIMPOBATH IIPOLIECC CTAHOBIEHHUS 3710mes. Bece
yCUIMSI, HallpaBlieHHbEIe Ha TO, YTOOH 3aBOEBATh oBepre MaKkceHa, MMOUAYT HacCMapKy, eCJIu 3TO
IIPOX30UIET.

— IOnas mucc, BoT Bama... — JIto9us 3aMosigasna, KOTfa BOIjla B KOMHATY MOJIOOY MUCC, TOMMaB
TIOCJIEIHIOIO B IIarax B3aj-BIEpPe[, faxe He 3aMeTHB ee IpUCyTCTBUs. OHA B3MOXHYIIA, HO 3aTeM
XUTPO YIILIOHYTIACh.

— FOnas Mucc, — Tuxo 1no3Baja OHa, BOMAS B KOMHATY, HeCs IOMHOC CO CTAKAHOM MOJIOKa Ha HeM.
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— Hsans Jltouns! — BOCKIMKHYJII OHA, ITOXJI0MaB ce0s 1o IPyOy, Tak Kak OHa He 3aMedasa JIrouuio,
II0Ka He II0MMajia CBOX T€Hb, paCTSHYBIIYIOCS I0 ee HOT. — boxe mou! Korpa T npuina?

— Tomnpko 4TO, I0HasA MuUCC, — JIF0uKs yCMeXHyIach, CTaBgd CTaKaH C MOJIOKOM Ha TyMOOUKy. — Bl
OecriokouTecs 0 c3pe KioseHe u rocrnoguse?

Ee Bompoc HeMe[IeHHO 3acTaBuI K03eTTy HaXMypHUThCS, KOTHa OHa BOJIOYHUIIA HOTY U GpoCUiIach Ha
KpOBaTh. [ IS B IIOTOJIOK, OHA IIOBEPHYJIAa TOJIOBY TOJILKO IJISI TOTO, YTOOH! YBUOETh HEXKHYIO VIIEIOKY
JItouuu Cc mepeBepHYTOTO paKypca.

— Hsnug JTiouns, Kak TH AyMaelb, YTO Iale HyXKHO 0T MaKceHa? — CIIPOCHIa OHA TOJIOCOM, IIOJTHEIM
0eCIIOKOHCTBA.

— HOnasg mucc... — JI1ouus 0CTOPOXKHO Cella Ha Kpayl KpoBaTH, He CBOAS C Hee HEXHBIX I'71a3. —
KakoBa Obl HU Oblyla MPUYKHA, IT0 KOTOPOU T'OCIIOAUH IpUriacui capa KimoBeHa B cBoil KaOUHET, 5
yBepeHa, 4To OeCIIOKOUTHCS He 0 YeM. BEI Bce ellle He IoBepseTe TOCIOAUHY?

Ko3zetTa npoposnxkaia XMypUThCS, KOTia OHa B3[OXHYJa. — ITo He Tak, Hana. IIpocTo... Makcen
yepes3 MHOTOe IIPOIIIeJl, — OHa IepeBesia B3rIan ¢ JIIoUuu Ha IOTOJIOK.

— 41 3Ha0, 4YTO nana — JIY4YIIUy U3 JIVYIIUX U CaMBI KPACUBLIH OTell Ha Bceu IntaHeTe. Ho meso B
TOM, YTO XM3Hb MaKceHa OblJla HUUeM WHBEIM, KaK 4epenor HecuaCTHi U Tparegui. Jllogu Bcerma
oOpalaTcs ¢ HUM y2KacHO HeCIIpaBeJINBO U Jaxke M3[eBaloTCd Haj HUM. JTO laxke He
IIpeyBendYeHue, 4YTO ITOT MUP NIPOTUB Makca, — IPOJoIKUIIa OHA, CIePKUBas ClIEe3hl, fyMas 0 TOM,
YTO OHA BU[IEJA [0 CHX IIOpP, YTO Jaxke He BOIIIO B pOMaH. — XOTs OH IOBOJILHO I'Py0, OTTaJIKUBaHUE
JIIOfleN — 3TO BCETO JIUIID €T0 3alUTHEIA MeXaHu3M, YTOOH! 3alIUTUTh cebsi. Bce, 4ToO eMy HYKHO —
9TO HEMHOT'O JOOPOTHI ¥ IOHUMAHHS... TOCTATOYHO HEMHOTO TeTljIa.

I'masa Jllouuu CMSITYUIIKCE, TOCKOIBKY 3a00Ta Ko3eTTel 0 MakceHe Takxke TPoHya ee. OHa 10 CUX
II0p MOMHMJIA BpeMsi, Korga KoseTta moprasia ria3oM Ha OPYrHUX JIIOOei, IOCKOIBKY OHA BCcerma Oblia
3aHsTa, TJISIAS Ha CBOIO LIefb. Tak YTO ee Ceprle YCIIOKOUIIOCh OT TOro, uTo Ko3eTTa, B3pocieHue
KOTOpO¥ OHa HabJIomasna, Hadyasia UCILITHBATE HEKOTOPOE COCTPafgaHue K JPYTUM.

— Knas Mucc, — yropopumia OHa, OTPETryJIuPOBaB CUeHbe TaK, YTOOBI MOXKHO OBIIIO TOMaCCUPOBAThH
ronoBy. — ['ocrioguH, X0TS OH M30 BCEX CUJI TBITAETCS BEIPA3UTh CBOE Cepflie, S YBepeHa, 4TO OH
noHuMaeT Baie. OH He cOeflaeT UM He CKaXkeT HUYero, YTO IIOCTAaBUT IIOf YI'PO3Y Ballly APYKOY C
cspoM KiioBeHOM.

KoserTa npuxycuna HAXKHIOW I'y0y, TTISAS B Tapy HeXKHBIX I'7la3, HaBUCIINX Hafl Hell. Jliouus



obompsiolle KUBHYIIA.
— He Bonnyiics. 4 momoxa pyKy Ha cepflle TOBOPIO, YTO Bce OYAET XOPOIIIO.
— Hamsa...

— Tax 4To, 6osbllle He BOJIHYUTECH U JIOKUTECH ITOPaHBbIIIE, IOTOMY YTO 3aBTPa Bbl BCE PABHO PaHO
OymeTe TOTOBUTH CBOY JIaHY-O0KCH, — mo0oapuia oHa, KUBHYB. Bckope Ko3eTTa (ripKHYyNIa 1
KUBHYIA.

— Tri ipaBa. 4 Bce ellle MOT'Y HCIIOIL30BaTh JaHU-00KCH KaK phlyar fAaBjeHUs Ha namy, — Jliounus
yCMeXxHyJach 3aMedaHusiM Ko3eTThl, TOMOTTIa e¥f YCTPOUTHCS Ha KPOBATHU U IIPOTSHYIA €f CTaKaH
MOJIOKA.

X X x

TeMm BpemMeHEM...

Korga MakceH Britien u3 Kabunera Koupapa, ¢ ero ryb coppacs HernyOokui B3gox. OH OTJISHYJICS
Ha 3aKpHITYIO JBEPh C TAKUM HEIIOCTUXKUMBIM BhIpaXKeHUEM JIUIA.

Bce, 4TO OH 0XKHOas yCNbImaTh OT 0TIia K03eTThl, He mocieoBano. MakceH yKe IMOATOTOBUII OTBET
Ha BCSIKWM crydal, HO HuYero. KoHpajg He TOJTBKO He TOBOPUIT €MY [E€PKAThCS MOJAIbIIe OT HOYEPH,
HO ¥ CUMTAJI, YTO YyBCTBa MakceHa u Ko3eTTrl MOTyT mepepacTu BO 4TO-To 6oyee riomybokoe. U Tem
He MeHee, OH BCe PaBHO IIPUBETCTBOBAJI €T'0 B CBOEM IoMe — OCOOHSKeE.

'OH Takou Xe CTpaHHBIfI, KaK 1 3Ta JIGBYI.T.IKa', — IIOAYMaJl OH, HO OIIATH K€, OH HE 3HaJI, KaKOBO 3TO
— HUMEeTh JII00SIIero poOouTerId. CnemoBaTesbHO, 9TO OBIJIO IIOX0XKe Ha 3arafiKy Ojisi HeTo.

[Toka oH mIen 1Mo KOpuaopy, MakCceH CyHYI PyKy B KapMaH. 'O4eHb CTPaHHO FOBOPHUTH... TAKOMY
4yeJI0BeKY, Kak . Kak OH MOXKeT IoBepsiTh KOMY-TO Bpoae MeHs1? HeT, Ha caMoM fesie, Kak oHU 00a
MOT'YT AOBEPATH KOMY-TO Bpoge MeHsq?"'

Y oretw, ¥ moub OBUIM [J151 HETO CTPaHHOU mapoi. Ho B rinyOuHe [ylIn OH He MOT He YJIBIOHYTHCS.
YecTHO roBOpS, OH IMOYYBCTBOBAJ Ce0s... IPUBETCTBYEMBIM Ha 3TOT pa3. CroBa Konpaga o ToM, 4TO
eMy BCe PaBHO, U3 KaKOU OH CEMBU U 0 CBOeM IpouuIoM, MaKCeH He 0XHfal YCIBIIIATh HU OT KOro.

Benp Bce Bcerpa CMOTpeIH Ha MPOIIIOe YesloBeKa U CYAuIM 1o HeMy. BoT mouemy MakceH HUKOTHa
He YyBCTBOBAJI HEOOXOOUMOCTH MeHSAThCS. UTOo OBl OH HHU [eJiall, ero Impoloe Bcerga OyoeT ¢ HUM.
Kpome Toro, Mup He 06U ero, YTOOH HaTh €My IIaHC U3MEHUTHCS. ETo XKu3HEHHbIE
00CTOSITETLCTBA C KAXKIbIM JHEM CTAaHOBUIIMCH BCe TsKesee.

Ho c tex II0p, KakK Ko3zerTa BOPBaAJ/IaChb B €r0 XKMW3Hb, KAK OHBA... 3TO IIOYEMY-TO CTAJIO YyTh-9yTh
TEPIINMEBIM.

'PaHUTE ee...' — OH YCMEXHYJICS, IOKa4aB IoJI0BOM, — '...KaK OYATO 5 MOTY 9TO CHEJIaTh'.

MakceH Bce elle cuuTaln, 4To Ko3eTTe oH HUKOTHA He TIOHPaBUTCS KaK MyxK4yuHa. OHa Oblyia He
TOJIBKO KPACHBOM, HO ¥ ITPOUCXOuIa U3 o0ecredeHHOM ceMbu. [IpUurHa, 10 KOTOPOM OH Jaxe He
TIpUaraj yCUINN U He OCMeJIUIICS OyMaTh Jasblie, Kak Konpap,.
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'BEITH €e IpyroM — 3TO... Mosl QUHUIIHASA YepTa', — cKa3all oH cebe unu ckopee, yoemun cedsa. — To



eOUHCTBEHHOE, YTO 51 MOTY €H [aTh, 9TO... APYKOY.

[ToTomy 4TO, ecnu ObI OH AyMaJl JajIbIlle UM XO0TeJl O0JIbIe, YeM 3TO, OH YK€ 3HaJ Pe3yJIbTaT. ITO
ObL11 ero crioco6 3auuTUTh cebs u Ko3eTTy u 9Ty ApyxK0y, KOTOPYIO OHa CO3[asa B ONHHOYKY.

'OHa He Ta, 0 KOTOPOii ST MOTY TakK AyMaTh', — CKa3as OH cebe, MBICJIEHHO KMBas U ITOYEChIBas
3aThlIOK. 'BepHo. OHa BHE MOel OOCAraeMOCTH .

Ero yneiOka ocTanach, HO Tta3a Onectenu ropeybio. PoMaHTUYECKU OHa eMy He HpaBHuilach, HO OH U
He HeHaBupen ee. [IpocTo... y Hero OBIIM 3TU MPOTUBOPeYHBLIe YyBcTBa. OH 00BMHUI KoHpada B TOM,
YTO OH ITOfaJl eMy 3Ty upmero. Ho Bce ke 3Ta ImpaBha 0 TOM, YTO TakKas HaclegHuUIla, Kak Ko3eTTa,
YUMBIIIAsiCsI B OORIYHOM CpemHel IITKojie U O0IIaBIIasiCs CO «CMEePTHBIMU», Obl/Ta CPOOHU KEeCTKOU
IOIeYNHE.

OHa He OBITIA TOH, O KOTOpOﬁ OH JOJIXKeH OBl maxke MeuTaTh. OH He 3aCJIyXKHUBaAET €e.

Iaxxe B TaKOM I0OHOM Bo3pacTe MaKCeH 3HaJl, 4TO 3TH CJIOBA CTAHYT MIPOKJISITUEM, KOTOPOE OH OymeT
TIOBTOPSATH romamu. Kaxkmeiit pa3, KOToa OHA 3aCTaBJIsiia €T0 CepAlle TPeIeTaTh, ¥ KaXObli pas,
KOTa OH OyJeT BUETh ee C IPYTUM MYKUYKMHOM, 3TH CJI0Ba, KOTOPEIE OH TOBOPHUII cebe mpsiMo ceryac,
He [JaBajli eMY IIOANAThCSI STOUCTUYHOMY XKeJIaHHUIo.
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