— Bamre BennuecTB0?.. — Inmu3abeT 3auKanach.

— Pa3sBe BB He npuUriacunu MeHs Ha Ta”el? [1o10XuTe pyKy MHE Ha IIJIEYO.

dnu3abeT X0Tesa YTO-TO MOSICHUTD, HO IIpexne, 4eM OHa yCIieJia 3TO COeJlaTh, 3a3By4alla MY3kIKa, 1
OHHU IIPHUIIIIN B OIBUZKEHUE. Oun IIPUBJIEKITIA BHUMAaHUE BEJIbMO2K, BKJIIO4Ydsa UMIIEepaTopa, KOTOprfI OBLI
3aHAT Pa3roBOpoOM.

«0, 3a0ynpTe 00 3TOM. MHe HEYero TepsaTh.»

Onu3abeT moKpenye cxkaja Myiedr X9CoJb, XOTS ¥ HeJIoBKO. [I04yBCTBOBAB 3TO, X3CO/Ib CTajla Kperye
00XBaTHBATh TaIui0 Inu3aber.

Brauarne Opyrue OBOpSAHE HAIJIA PA3BJIEYEHHE B TOM, UYTO OBE 2KEHIMWHEI B IIJIATHAX IIBITAIOTCA
TaHII€BATh, U UX CMEX HAIIOJTHUJI BO3OYyX. OpHako, Korga MecHS JOCTUT/Ia CBOET0 3eHUTa, CMEX yTHux.

WmnepaTpuila mpomokana HeOTPEIBHO CMOTPETh Ha nuio Enusalber, u, B CBOIO ouepens, EnuzabeT
OKasasiach 0YapoBaHa 3TUM B3TJIsgmoM. Kak OyATo MCKpa 3aXkKriach B MaJI€HbKOM ITPOCTPAHCTBE
MeX[y X nuilaMu. HesaMyKHMe faMbl ¥ KaBajepsl I0OYYBCTBOBAIM HE3HAKOMEIM TPeNeT B IPyaH, a
IIBOPSIHE CPeHEero Bo3pacTa BCIIOMUHAIM CTPACTHYIO JII000Bb CBOEH IOHOCTH.

B To BpeMs KakK 3pUTeNy HaOMo[aNy 3a TaHIleM [JBYX KEeHIIWH, ONWH YeJI0BEeK KUIEeJ BHYTPEHHUM
CMSITeHHEM, KaK pacIljlaBlieHHas MarMa. biap oTBepHYyJcs, Habmomas 3a TaHIeM Xaconb. Ero rpyms
cXKajack, a TOJIOBA CTaJla TOPSYeH.

«[Touemy? £ HE MOTYy MTOHSATH. MOXKET OBITH, 3TO IIOTOMY, UTO ST KOTMIa-TO CYUTAJI €€ CBOEH, a Teleph
YYBCTBYIO, YTO €€ Y MeHsI OTHsu? HeT, 3TOT0 He MOoKeT ObITh. f He HOKEeH OyMaTh O Hell KakK 0
cobcTtBerHOoCTH. Ho maxe mo aToro...»

Ero MBICTTH CTAaHOBUIMCH BCe Oosiee 3amyTaHHBIMU. OH C TOCKO#M ITOCMOTpPEN Ha X3C0JIb, HO, KOTa OHa
Maxke He B3TJITHYJIA B €T0 CTOPOHY, OH OTBEPHYJICS U MOKUHYJ OanbHBEIN 3all.

[TecHs 3aKOHYMIIACH, ¥ dnMu3abeT cAesaia Iar Ha3ajl, HeoObsICHIMO 3albiXaBImuch. OHa He MOTJja
3a0BITh HETIOKOIeOMMEIN B3TJISI UMIIEPATPHUIILI BO BpeMs UX TaHIa. OMHO TOJIBKO BOCIIOMUHaHKE 00
3TOM BBI3BAJIO Y Hee pyMsiHelI] Ha IieKax. B oTnuune ot Hee, X3C0JIb CMOTpPETIa BHalb CO CIIOKOMHBIM
BBIPAKEHUEM JIUIIA.

— Bare BenmmuecTso.

— Ia?

— IToyeMy BHI TaK Ha MeHS IIOCMOTPENU?



— Mou rima3a? A 4TO C HUMHU?

Enusabert pacimupuia riasa OT yOIUBIeHHUS U U3y4alia X29cojb. Yepe3 MTHOBEHUE OHa ITOHSJIA, YTO
MMIlepaTpuIila He MOXKEeT OTBETUThH, IIOTOMY UTO YeJIOBEK He MOXKET BUETh CBOM COOCTBEHHEIE TJla3a.
— BrI mpoozkanyu CMOTPETh Ha MEHS... TaK HEXKHO...

— O, Heyxenu? — X3C0JIb [1I0Yecasa LeKy.

HOpa3MBICJ'II/IB HEMHOT'0, OHa BCIIOMHHJIA ITOX0XKYIO CUTyalluIO U3 IIPOIIIOTO. Bo3Mo0xHO, MOH T'1a3a
OT IIPUPOOBI UMEKT Oonee MSTKoOe BEIPpAaXKEHHE.

— [ToueMy BBl IPOJOJIZKAJIA CMOTPETh Ha MEHS? — CIIpocuia Jnu3aber, mpexae yeM X3Cob ycIena
WCIIPaBUTh Helopa3yMeHue.

— Hy... 9T0, HaBepHOe, HeMHOT0 OecliepeMOHHO. Bhl BCe ellle XOTUTE 3HAThH?

— ,'[[a, Ballle BEJIN4YECTBO, HUYTO U3 TOI'0O, YTO BBl TOBOPUTE, HE MOZKET OBITH CITMIIIKOM OTKPOBEHHEIM.

— Hy, ecnu BH HacTauBaeTe. — X9C0/Ib HEMHOT0 Kojiebanack, Ipexie 4eM OTBETUTh YECTHO,
IIBITASICh IPOSICHUTH HeflopasyMeHue. — LIBeT BaIlux rjia3 HEBePOSTHO KpacuB. f HUKOTTA paHbIIe
He BU[e/la TAKUX SICHBIX 3€JIEHBIX I'Ja3.

9TO0 OBbIT ICKPEHHUH KOMIUIUMEHT. [laxe B TUIbAUSIX, TIe COOMPAIUCEH 3CIEPH U IPOBOTHUKY CO
BCET'0 MUPA, 3eJIeHkIe TTla3a BCTPevasIuch KpaiHe peKko, ¥ X9Co/lb He MOTJIa He OBITh
3auHTpUroBaHa. OgHAKO CMOTPETh U3 JII0GOMBITCTBA OBII0O HEBEXKIIMBO, TO9TOMY OHA PEelIkIa
BEIPA3UTh CBOE BOCXWIIIEHHE, HaflesiCh MIPOSICHUTh HeJopa3yMeHue.

YcnbiaB CTONb MIPSMOIMHENHEIN KOMITUMEHT, dnu3abeT cOexkasa co CIeHB ¢ PaCKpPacHEBITUMUCS
rJla3aMU ¥ Pa3pPyMSHUBIIUMUCS 1IeKaMHU, HO, K COXKaJIeHUI0, BMECTO TOT0, YTOOB pa3pelnTh
CUTYalXio, OHa, II0X0XKe, ellle OOJIbIlle YCI0XKHHUTIA ee.

X3co7b omMb0YHO pelllnia, YTO OHa yOexkasa W3-3a CMYIIeH)s, BEI3BAHHOTO HEeopa3yMeHHeM.
Hewmuoro npuns B ce6st, Xacob 00HAPYKMIIA, YTO CHOBA X0ueT ecTh. OHA HalpaBUIach K
MaKapoHaM, KOTOphEIe 3aMeTHIa paHee, HO Ha 3TOT pa3 ee OKPYKU/IK He OfHA, a MeCATKY JaM.

— Baitmre BenuuectBo! IToxkamyiicTa, MOTaHIyUTe U CO MHOM...

— 41 Orl71a 37mech mepPBoH!

— Baimre BenuuectBo! IToxXamnyiicTa, BOSbMUTE MEHS 3a PYKY!



— He mornu OBl BH BCe ITepecTaTh TOJIKAThCA? — [laMbl HETEPIIEINBO NPOTATUBAIIN PYKH,
COPEBHYSCh 3a BHUMaHue X3C0Jib. X3COJIb Cellala Iiar Ha3afl, SBHO 03afadeHHas feCATKaMu PYK,
TAHYIIUXCS K HEW.

<<Hey}KeHI/I BCE OHH BCEPhE3 3aMHTEPECOBAHEI B TaHHe?» X3C0b Pa3MBIIIAIIa Hall TeM, KaK BEXKIJINBO
OTKJIOHUTH UX IIPEOJIOZKEHNI.

«MozxeT ObITh, MHE ITPOCTO MOXKAaTh UM PYKHU U OCTAaBUTh BCE KakK eCTh? MK, MOXKeT ObITh, BHIOPATh
OJHY, C KeM IIO0TaHIIeBaTh B KaUeCTBE NIPeICTaBUTEIISA?»

— K-x-M, Bale BeIn4ecTBO.

Cpenu BecembIX TOJIOCOB ITPOPEe3asiCs MYyTHBIM U MaCISHUCTHIM T00C. X3CO0JIb HEIOBOIHHO
TIOMOPIIUIACE, YBUIEB UCTOYHUK 3BYKaA.

— Ox, — BrIpaxenue ee nuiia mobenHeno, Kak 6ynTo oHa yBUfella YTO-TO, Yero He HOoJIKHa Onlla
BUETD, U IPHUKYyCUIla Ty0y. 3aTeM, He pa3gyMbiBasi, OHa 00paTHJIach K CTOSIIMM Iepel Hell JaMaM. —
W3BuHUTE MeHs, maMbl. Ko MHe oOpalaeTcss OBOPSHUH.

Bce oHM pa30oyapoBaHHO B3[bIXa/IH, XOTS X9COJIb He MOTJIa MX CIIHIIATH U3-3a CyMaToxu. Ee
BHHMaHKe OBIZI0 COCPEeIOTOYEHO Ha TOM, KTO ee IT03Ball.

— Baiiie Bemu4ecTBoO, IIPOIII0 YK€ MHOT'O BpeMEeHH C TeX II0D, KdkK...

— CrnepyliTe 3a MHOM.

X3conb cxBaTUla repiora AHIpoca, 4eloBeKa, KOTOPHIY ee I03BaJjl, ¥ MOTalllilIa ero IpoYb Tak
Pe3Ko, YTO OH 3a0klyI, 3a4eM ee 1o3Bajl. OHU MoJoUUTH K 6aIKOHY, KOTOPHIM YacTO UCIIOJIb30BaICs
IJIST TAHBIX BCTped. [[o¥ast Mo Hero, Treplor rpy0o OTTOJIKHYJI ee PYKH U BHITJISIEN PacCepPKEHHbIM.
OpHako, BCTPETUBIIKCH C JIEISTHBIM, IIPOHU3BIBAIOIIUM B3TJISIOOM X3CO0Jb, OH OLICTPO BEPHYJICS K
CBOel IIpeXHeu CyIIHOCTH, 3apoXKaB OT CTpaxa.

— Baime BenuuecTBo, 3aueM BBl ITPHUBENIM MeHS Ciofa?

— CrnymaniTe MeHsI OUeHb BHUMATEIIbHO.

— I-ma... — PaccTosiHMe MeXOy HUMU COKPATUIIOCh. Hampss2KeHHOCTh B ee T1a3aX, Ka3asioch,
IIPOH3UJIa Tepiiora AHIpoca HAaCKBO3b, ¥ OH TSXKEJI0 CTTIOTHYIL.

— JlecAaTh MUHVYT. OcTaBanTech 30eCh B Te4EeHnEe NeCATH MUHYT, da 3aTEM YXOOUTE.



— IIpoctute?..

— BHI HaxoOUTECH 3[I€Ch CO MHOM B TeUEHME [eCATH MUHYT. 3a0ymbTe 0 TOM, Y4eMy Bhl cCOOMpaeTech
OLITH CBULIETEJIEM.

— YTO0 BHI...

— Ecnu BB IPOPOHUTE XOTh CII0BO 00 9TOM, BBl MOXKETE CUMTATh Ce0s MPOIaBIIUM 0e3 BECTH.

«4TO BBl UMEETE B BUAy, TOBOPA — yu_ma»? Kak BEI cCMeeTe Tak pa3roBapuBaThk CO CBOUM oTioM!

Opnako I'eprior AHApoc He MOT HabpaThCsl CMEIOCTH, YTOORI TOOOPOTH OXBATHUBIIKM €TI0 CTPaX,
TI09TOMY OH ITPOCTO KMBHYII. ET0 pyKy mpoxKainu, Korjga oH youpas J1eKapcTBO, KOTOPoe
TIepBOHAYaIbHO COOMPAJCS OaTh €M, U IOCTaBasl KapMaHHbIE YacCH.

— JlecsaTh MUHYT.

— [I-pa!
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