B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, OHU OBIIH KEeHIMWHaMi, YMEIOITNMHU U3Tr0TaBJINBATh YKPAIIEHNWA, d HE CPaXKaThCs.

— HaiiTtu ero 6ygeTt JOBOJIBHO CJIOKHO.

— ¢ Mory HauTH ero.

— Ecnu MBI 0TI0BECTUM HMMIlepaTopa, OHM 00HapyXkaT ero. A uxX He OfUH JIECATOK...

— e CTBUTEIIBHO, S II0JIarao, YTO WX OKOJIO IBYXCOT ImsTH. — CKa3asna X3CoJb.

He TompKO 9meM oTpearupoBaja C yIUBIEHUEM, HO U OCTaJIbHble PEMECIIEHHUKY PaCIINPUIIY T'71a3a,
yCIIbIIIaB TAKOE TOUHOEe YMCJI0. X3COJIb IPOCTO MToXKasla IjaedyaMu: s Hee MofcUeT OblI 0YeBUIeH.
T'oymoca, MOTPEBOXKUBILKE €€ HOYBIO, IIPUHAJIeXKanu pa3boiHrkaM. OHa OMMO3Hala UX ¥ COCYUTATA,
HaMepeBasCh OTHAXKIHK HOUbI0 He3aMEeTHO BRIUTH Ha HUX. B rima3ax 30eM U OCTaIbHBIX 3aTeIlIniIach
HafeXkMa: eclii UMIIepaTPUIla 3HaeT, TO, BO3MOXKHO, UMIIEPATOP IPUIIeI, YTOOB YHUUTOXKUTH
pa360itHIKOB. OHM MOTJIH OBl BOCIIOIE30BATHCS 3TOM BO3MOXKHOCTHIO, YTOOBI BEPHYTH IIPOEKT.
OpHako cnenyolnye cioBa X3CoJb JIUIININ UX PaCCyKIOEeHUS CMBICIA.

— O, g ogHa 3HAIo, Tak 4TO IIYCTbh HUKTO 0osIbIe He Y3HaerT.

— Yrto0? Ho Torma Kak?..

— 4 yxe rosopusa Tebe. 51 B HEKOTOPOM PoOfe Mar.
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Bnap xoren Ob1710 6POCUTHCS 3a X9COJIb, KaK TOJIBKO OHA MCYe3ia, HO ee HalyTCTBEHHEIE CJI0Ba
yIepxally ero Ha MecTe. B KauecTBe KOMIIPOMUCCA OH OTIIPABU/I Ha €e IMTOMCKKM HECKOJIbKUX
peitiapei. OOLIYHO [eCATh MUHYT IIPOXOAUIIA B MTHOBEHME 0Ka, HO €My Ka3aJioCh, YTO IIPOIIIO
IecsTh JIET, II0Ka OH CMOTPETI Ha IepeyIoK, B KOTOPOM Ta UcYe3Ja.

— AbGers.

— Cnymato, Ballle BeIu4ecTBO. — AOesb YaNlbCKUii, KOMaHOuP phillapeit ®opTe, ropooCTh
TepuaHCKOM UMIIEPUH, 3AITUIABIINYM UMIIePAaTOPa ¥ KOTOPOTO OOSITKUCh APYTue HapOMObl, CTOSIII
psigoM ¢ BI3poM ¥ OYTHUTENBHO KIaHACS. Bap ornsmencs mo CTOPOHAM U 3aTOBOPUI TUXUM
TOHOM.

— BEI Bupienu, He Tak Jau?

— §1... mpocTHTe, Ballle BEJIMYECTBO. {1 He COBCEM MTOHMMAI0, UTO BBl UMEETe B BUY.



— Korpa nmnepaTpulia uc4desna. — X3COJb UCYe3Jla B OQHO MTHOBEHUE, IBUTASICh C TaKOU
CKOPOCTBIO, YTO Jaxke MacTep Meda Bi1ap He cMor ee pa3risaaeTh. [104TH HEBO3MOXKHO OBIIO
TIOBEPUTD, YTO TaKasi CKOPOCTh MOCTHUKHUMA [JIs1 YeJI0BeKa, 0COOEHHO [IJIT TAKOTO XPYIIKOT0, KaK
uMIepaTpuiia. B romose y Bispa Bce IOMYTHIIOCH, €T0 3aX/IECTHY/IM 0€CUMCIEHHbIE MBICIIH, U OH C
TPYOOM pa3nudajl PeasbHOCTh U JaxKe He TIOMHUJI CBOUX COOCTBEHHBIX MBICTIEH.

AGenb OB TaK Xe [e30PUEHTUPOBAH, Pa3MbIIUIAsa: «YTo s BUXKY? YTO 51 HE MOTY YBULETH?
[TpaBUIBHO MU S IOCTYNWII, YTO He Bumen? UTo s He cMmor cruenaTh? Yto Ero BenuuecTBo TpeboBas oT
MEHS?»

Onu oba IMOTEPAIN OPUEHTALINIO, UX B3TJIAOBLI CTAJIX IIYCTEIMHU.

— Peit! — C nerkum mopoxom AbIMKa paccesinach B ronoBe biapa. TouHO, OH XKOan 30ech
yMIepaTpully. Bugumo, oHa pellnsia HaCyLIHbIM BOIPOC, pa3 SBUIaCh B IPUIIOAHATOM HaCTPOEHUH.
TakTuuHbM AGEIh 0CTaBUII UX BOBOEM. — [IpoIy MpoeHus 3a 3agepkKKY.

— Kyma Bl yiumm? — crpocun bnap, HaxmypuB 6poBu, 110Ka X3C0/Ib IIEPEBOAMIIA ObIXaHHE.

K cuacTrio, oHa 6nar0n0nqu0 BEPHYJIACh; ellle HEMHOI'0, 1 OH CaM OTIIPAaBHUJICA OBl Ha ee TIOMCKH.
BJ'ISp OrjiAagesics 110 CTOPOHAM, 3aTeM 00XBaTHII €€ 3a IJIeYH U ITOBe Kyaoa-TO B CTOPOHY, KOT'Ia
BOaJieKe IMMoKa3allaCh I'PYIIIia JIIOZIEeN.

— 4 He Mory BaM CKa3aThb.

— BrI He MoxXkeTe MHe CKa3aTh?

— [la, 51 00BSICHIO, KOTTIA BCE YIaOUTCS.

X5C0J1b He MOI'Jla He BCIIOMHUTD YMOJISIOIMY B3rI4 daeM. MHTyulnsa uMiepaTopa IoACcKa3blBasia
€My, YTO 3TO CBSI3aHO C 3arafO4YHBIM PEMECJIEHHUKOM, ITI03TOMY BIsp MOT TOIBKO KUBHYTH B 3HAK
IIOHUMAaHUS.

)%k

Korpma comHIle OTyCTHIIOCH 3a TOPU30HT, OKpPAcuB HEOO B KPACHBIE OTTEHKH, TPETUH [IeHb MTONOIIEN K
KOHIIY.

Ha 3emito onycTtusiach TeMa.

X3C01b IMIOCMOTPEJIa Ha paccna6neHHoe JINIOO OPEeMITIOIIETrO Bnapa 1 THUXO IIOOHSIACh. 3Has, YTO OH
O4YeHb JIIOOUT CIaTh U IIPOCHETCA OT CKPHIIa ABEPH, OHAa TUXOHBKO BBIPY6I/IJ'Ia ero. HeKOTopOG BpeMs
OH He IeBeNIucs. X3Comb OTKDEIJIa OKHO, BCTaJla Ha IMMOAOKOHHUK M I'PAIIMO3HO IIPEITHYJIa B HOYHOE



Hebo. HpI/I3eMJ'[I/IBH.II/ICI: Ha KpPHBIllIe 3aMKa, OHa J106paHaCB OO0 CBOHUX IIOKOEB, BOIIJIa Yepe3 OTKPEITOE
OKHO H I1epeogeiaCh B 6oeBoi Hapsm.

«Hemnoro rpy6oBarto, HO COUOET».

YepHBIN KOCTIOM IIJIaBHO CJIUJICS C TEMHOTOM, JUINB c1ab0 MepIiai JIyHHBIM CBET. XasCoJb BhI3Basla B
PyKe HeOOIbIIoN OPHIB BETPA, YTOOH YOEOUTHCS B IPABUJIBHOCTH PabOTHl CBOMX CIIOCOOHOCTEH, U
B3MBIJIa Yepe3 OKHO B HOUHOEe He6O.

B patione llInunensa pa300iHUYbS TaliKa, U3BeCTHAas Kak «JIIogoensl», ycTparBaia HOYHEIE
nupymku. Cpenu HUX ObLT CaMblil MOJIOAOM YYaCTHUK, CIIMIIKOM POOKUM, 4TOOB 06pauiaThCs C
JKUBOTHEIMY, CJIMIITIKOM XPYIIKUI, YTOOH! BIafleTh OPYXKUEM, U He YMeIoIuil MuTh. TeM He MeHee, OH
noOUIICSA 4ero-To 3HaUUTeNbHOTr0. OmHaX Ok HOYBIO OH MCYe3, a Ha CIIeyIouil NeHb BePHYJICA Ha
ropy c nuctkoM 6ymaru. ['maBapb pa300iHUKOB-TIION0E0B 110 Mpo3BuIly «OnuH KamMeHb» oTHecCCS K
IOHOIIIe KaK K KPHICe, pyTas ero 3a To, YTO OH IIPHHEC TOJIbKO OYMaXkKKy, ¥ 3aCTaBJisas BEIIOIHATH BCIO
paborty mo gomy. OmHaKO BCKOPe OHU ObLIM MOPaXkKeHbl, y3HaB, UTO 3Ta HUYTOXKHAasA OyMaxkKa
IIPUHECET UM HeCMeTHBIe O0raTCTBa.

OTu pa300MHUKY BHIMOTAJIA JEeHbTH Y KYIII0B, IPOE3KaBIINX Yepe3 TOPHl, U 00ecTeyrnBail UM
Oe3omacHbI mpoxon. OmHaXkK Ikl ONKMH U3 KYIIOB Hamiea 6yMary cpefr Mycopa, COOpaHHOT0
pa30oiHUKAMH, U TIOHSJI, YTO PUCYHOK Ha OyMare — mejio pyK H3BECTHOTO MacTepa. Kymerr
obpartuscs K pa30ofHUKAM C ITPoCh00ii mpomaTk eMmy Gymary moboi 1eHor. OpuH u3 CTOYHOB,
Oyoy4u B MPUIIOMHSITOM HAaCTPOEHHUH, cOOPal MOJIOIEIX JIIOMIeH, KOTOPEIX OTCTPAHUIIHU OT PabOTE, U
YCTPOUJ TPaHIXO3HbIN Tpa3aHuK. KocTep METal, a CIMPTHOE TeKJI0 KaK U3 BeUHOTO UCTOYHHUKA.
CmMex pasHOCHIICS II0 BCeM ropaM, ¥ Becejbe IPON0IKaoCh.

Bapyr nopelB BeTpa HapyLIX 3TOT nIpa3gHuK. KocTep nmoTyx, mjaMs UC4Ye3ji0 B TEMHOU IIyCTOTE, U
MECTHOCTH ITOT'PYy3UJIach BO ThbMy. Pa300MHUKY BOpYasy ¥ yrOBapuBaju APYT Apyra pa3:kedb KOCTeD,
¥ TOJIBKO MOJIOIOX YYaCTHUK 110 HacTosAHUI0 «OpHoro Kamusa» octasncs genaTh 3T0.

— Kyna xe g mena 3ToT KpeMeHb... — OHa, yKe 3HaKOMas C TEMHOTOM, Halllyliajla KpeMeHb U
TIOTSIHYJIaCh 3@ HAM, HO TOT MCYe3 Ha T'la3aX. [lepeq Hell BCTanaa BHYIIUTEIbHAS GUTYpa, OKyTaHHAS
MpakKoM. — JIaBHEHBKO ST HE CpazKaiach C JIIOObMH.

— M-M-¢!

— f HEMHOTO OpPOXKY.
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