PuBenna HUKaK He 0Xuaalna, 4YTO OHU BCTPETATCA BOT TakK. Ona IIPOKJIKHAJIa CBOIO
HEOCBENOMJIEHHOCTb.

Tem BpeMeHeM X3C0Jb XUXUKasa Hafl CBoel 1enbio u3faneka. OHa yCKOPHUIach, CAEeJIaB LIar IInpe,
3acTaBidsl PuBenmy ungtu OvIcTpee, YTOOR He OTCTaTh.

Korpma paccrosiHue COKpaTuiioch, KOpojieBa IIOBEPHYJIa TOJIOBY Ha 3BYK IaroB. E€ cBeTo-
30JIOTHCTHIE BOJIOCH], aKKYPATHO COOpaHHEIE B IOJTYITyYKH, IIJIABHO PA3BEeBaJIKCh MIO3a0U HEE, CJIOBHO
IIpeKpacHas IIENKoBas 3aBeca. E€ sicHble rojy0ble Tla3a MPHUCTalbHO CMOTPENH Ha X9COJIb.

— HckpenHe npuBeTcTByI0 MMnepaTpuny — nyHy mmnepuu.

Jlyn3a HEMHOTO IIPUNIOAHSATIA [TOO0JI CBOET0 PO30BOI0 IJIaThsl, IPEKPACHOTO0, CJIOBHO
PacCIyCTUBILUICS IIBETOK, U MPUCEIIa B U3SIIHOM pPeBEPAHCE.

Jlyu3a KaBesnnbe Oblla KOPOJIEBO# U CTapIlel nouyepsio rpada. B oTmuyre oT cBoero poOKOro U TUXOTo
OpaTa, OHa ITOIIJIa B UX T€HUAJILHOTO OTIa 1 Oblna ByHAepKuHmoM. OHa Hay4Yunach BCEMY, UeMy
[oKHa Oblla HAyYUTHCS JIeNH.

Bﬂaronapﬂ €€ BBITAIOITIMCS CIIOCOOHOCTSIM KEHUXH BEICTPAUBAJIUCE B PSl, a HEKOTOPEIE B BOBCE
IIPOCHUIIX BCTATh BO I''TaB€ X CEMBHU.

EcrecTBeHHO, OHa 0TBepra Ux BceX. JIyu3a mpepnnodsna ctaTh Koposesou Mmnepuu. HecMoTps Ha
TO, UTO €€ II0JI0KEeHNe HaXx0[UI0Ch HUXe uMIepaTpulsl, Mmnepus obnagana 00blel BIacTbio, YeM
mobasi opyras Hallks, ¥ II03TOMY K Hell OTHOCUJIUCH 3[IeCh JIyUllle, YeM OTHECJIUCh Ol B JTIOOBIX
IPYTUX KOPOJIEBCKUX CEMbSIX.

KoneuHo, JIyn3a He coOMpanach OCTAHABIUBATLCS Ha MTO3UIUU KOPOJIEBEL. Y HEE ObLITH IITaHbI
130aBUTHCST OT HOMHUHAIBHON UMITEPATPHUIIBI ¥ CTATh HOMEPOM [IBA B UMIIEPUH.

KoponeBa BHIIIpIMUIACH U MATKO yNBIOHYIACh. [lecaTh ceKyHf... Tpunuarts. [Ipomna MunyTta. OTBeTa
OT UMIIepaTPHULEl He IIPOCIIe0BaJIo, Ta JIUIIb MoT4a CMOTpesia Ha Hee€.

X0oTs OT 3TOTO0 B3TJIsiAa I'yOBl MEBYIIKY APOKaIM OT OTBpaleHus, Jlyu3a Obiyia 60JIblie paccTpoeHa
TeM (aKTOM, UTO €eii He pa3pelIeHo YTo-1160 TOBOPUTH U3-3a PA3HUIIEI B CTATYyCe.

Ona ycrnokauBanach, BooOpaxas ce0sl uMIepaTpuLen.

«Jla, oripeeneHHO, 3TO MeCTO OymeT MOMM. B KoHIle KOHII0B FIMIiepaTop MPeAnoyuTET HOCTONHYIO
MEHS, a He 9TOT XKaJIKUH KOBPUK».

C HeBUHHBIM TUIIOM Jlyn3a 3aroBopura:



— Barrme BenuuecTBo, BB HE YCTANIN?

— A? — orBetuna ComnyHa.

— [la, 4 crnbllllana, 4TO IIOCIE [OJIrOro HaX0XAeHU Ha COJIHIIE BHI IMaflaeTe B OﬁMOpOK... bl
0eCII0K0I0Ch, YTO BHI CKOPO BHOBB... — IIPOAOJIZKaJla HYI/IBEL

— fA? — KOpOTKHEe OTBETH X3COJ/Ib PAa3pyIIMIN MacKy JIyu3Hl.

OOGBIYHO T'0JI0C UMIIEPATPUIIHE TIOXOOHI Ha KPUK HACEKOMOT0 Ha 0XKUBJIEHHOM 0a3ape, TPepPLIBUCTHIN
W eBa CIBIIHBIN. OOHAKO e€ HHIHEITHUH T'0JI0C 3ByYall TPOMKO, Kak y pritaps. C ComyHow OBIIO YTO-
TO He TakK. [OpHUYHEBIE U CITyKaHKU UMIIEPATPUIIL], @ TaKXKe CIyry JIyu3sl TOKe 3TO 3aMeTHIIH.

KoporneBa mocyuTaia, 4TO 9TO ObLIa MOCTEOHSSI OTYasTHHAS MOMBITKA UMIIEPATPHUIIH TPUBIIEYb
BHUMaHMe uMIeparopa. JIyu3a BHyTPEeHHE [TOCMesiiach Hajl 3THM.

«Y He€é coBceM HeT focTouHCTBa? KomaeT cebe xKe MOTHIIY».

— Cepné3Ho? He npormuio u gecsaTd MUHYT, — BYJIbTapHbIA TOH, KOTOPHIM ITOAXOANIT O0bIlle
CTONNMYHEIM TEMHEIM 3aKOYJIKaM, a He UMIIePaTOPCKOMY OBOPIY, IPO3ByYas U3 YCT UMIIEPaTPUIIEL.
Teso JIlyussl Hanpsariocsk. OHa HaKOHeI] [TIOHAJIa, HACKOJIBKO 9Ta XKeHIMHA CTpaHHas.

«E€ Tesmo CIUIIKOM KPYIIHOE, a TOYHEe ero COBCeM HeJlb3sl Ha3BaTh XPYNKUM, €€ POCT BEHIIIE MOETro, a
ocaHKa cropb6iesa...»

— Hert, HE MOXKET OBITh.

— XM? Yto? —cnpocuna ConyHa, ycibiaB 6opMoTaHue JIyu3HL.

— A, 3... 4 gymana o cBoéM, — Jlyn3a nmokadasa rojgoBoi. CjoBHO c1a0oii Obljia He JKEeHIUHA [Tepef
Hel, a OHa caMa.

«He moxkeT O6bITh, COoNTyHa — XpPYIKU IBETOK, 1 3T0 ¢akT. Ho Temeps...»

OHa 1o4yBCTBOBAJa, YTO COJIHIIE 0CO00 CUIBHO IIEYET, TOITOMY CITHCalla CBOE 3aMellaTeIbCTBO Ha
TEIIJIOBOU yAap.

Jlyr3a pemuiia ObICTPO BEPHYTHCS B CBOUM IMYHBIE TIOKOU.

— Baime BenmuuecTBo, ©3-3a IIOTO/H 5T YYBCTBYIO ce0s1 HEMHOTO B He CBOe TapesKe, TakK 4YTo 5 XOTela
Obl BepHYTHCS K cebe. TIpolly MpoCTUTh MOIO I'PYOOCTS.



— KoneuHo, cTymai, — KMBHYJIa UMIEPATPHIIA.

— bnaropapio.

Iaxe mociie TOTo, KaK e pa3peluny yoanuThcs, JIyu3a, 4ToOB COXPAaHUTh CBOE JOCTOUHCTBO,
IIpexyie YeM IOBEPHYTHCS, CAelana HaaleXallui peBepaHc.

T'o70Ba pacKasbiBanach, OHA €Ba IepecTaBiisina Horu. Jlyusa cobupanach MPOCUTh Y UMIIepaTopa
pa3peleHus MOCeTUTD ero CIaIbHI0 3THM BeUuepoM, HO B CHITy CBOETO COCTOSIHHUSI, BCe JKe pelIua
OTJIOXKUTh BU3UT Ha ITOTOM.

OHa BBIIPSIMHUTIA CIIMHY U TIOIIJIa YBEPEHHO, HE ITOJI03PeBasi, UTO Ha CaMOM [iejie CIIOTHIKaeTCs U
IPOKUT.

B KoHIIe KOHIIOB X9CO0JIb HE CMOTJIa O0JIbIIIe Ha 9TO CMOTPETh:

— Ilogoxnmu.

— IIa? — Jlyu3a obepHYyIach B OTBET Ha 30B, HO IIPX 3TOM IIOTEPSs/Ia PaBHOBECHE U ITOKAYHYJIACh.

B 3TOT MOMEHT cuIbHAsA PyKa o0xXBaTHUJIa TAIHIO Hy'I/ISbI 1 OCTAaHOBHIIA ITaJ€HUE, OAPYIrads PYKa HE2KHO
OOCTaJla JIUCT U3 €€ BOJIOC.

— YT0-TO 3a1yTanock B BOJIOCaX.

— 0-0... crtacu6o.

Kak TonbKO OHa BCTalla Ha HOTH, IOAiepKKBaloIlas e€ pyKa uc4yesa.

X3conb MPOROIKUTIa CBOU IyTh, KaK HU B 4€M He OniBajio. OmapalneHHas Jlyn3a B HeIOyMeHUN
CMOTpeNa Ha OTHAJIIIONIYIOCS CIUHY UMIIepaTPUIEL IO TEX 10D, I0Ka 3albIXaBIINICI TOJ0C He
IIPUBETI €€ B UYBCTBA.

— Bame BricouecTBo! C Bamu Bcé B nopsapke? O 4éM gyMmarna 9Ta XKeHIIWHa? Boxe! — QpeiinuHa
JIyu3hl XKajoBajach ¥ Bopyasia, HO KOPOjeBa, 0 KOTOPO Ijla peyb, He CIIBIIIaja HUYero, KpoMe
CTyKa CBOEro Cepfla.

«[ToueMy Tak Kapko?».

Jlyu3a cmpsiTania CBO€ 6arpoBoe JIUIIO B JTAMOHSIX U HEPEIIUTEIHHO BHILIIA.
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