X9comb yIBIOHYIaCh, BRIXOMS M3 CTOJIOBOM C HAMTOMHEHHBIM KeJIyIKOM, OMHAKO BHIpaXkeHue eé Nulla
OBICTPO 0KecTOoYUnoCh. CIIyrH, B KOHIIE 3aJ1a, 3aMeTUIN IPUOIUKEeHe UMIEPATPUIILL U3aeKa U
pemuay He o6paliaTh Ha He€é BHUMAHUS, HO, YBUIEB €€ Pa3bsPEHHOE JIUI0, MHCTUHKTUBHO CKJIOHUITU
TOJIOBHL.

[Toka cpedu CITyT PacIpOCTPAHSIICS CITyX O MJIOXOM CAaMOYyBCTBUM UMIIEPATPHUIIE, X3COJIb BOIIIIA B
CBOIO KOMHATY ¥ CeJla Ha KPOBaTh.

PuBenina cnenoBana 3a Hel Ha Oe3omacHoM paccTosiHuu. CriykaHKa Obljla yBepeHa, UTo, HOIKHO
OBITH, CITYYUIIOCh YTO-TO Y2KACHOE, YTO 3aCTABUJIO UMIEPATPHUILY, TPEXKIE HUKOTIa He 3MTUBIIYIOCS,
TaK pasTHeBaThCs. BO3MOXKHO, 3TO GBIJIO YTO-TO, YTO MOIJIO HaXKe Pas3pyLIUTh UMIIEPHIO.

Xots PuBenna u 6ecrokounach 06 uMiepartpuiie, Ipo cebs OHa Bce XKe MTofiyMalia, 4To mofobHoe
pa3rHEBaHHOE BHIPAXKEHHUE JIUIAa MOTJIO OBl YKPETIUTh MOJI0KEHNE UMIIePATPHIIHL.

— T8I, — BOPYT N03BaJjia CIyXKaHKy X3CO0JIb C TEMHBIMU IJIa3aMU.

— [I-pa? — PuBena B3OPOrHyJa OT II0Ka, CIIOBHO BOP, KOTOPHIM CIIy4alHO U3[dal TPOMKUM 3BYK

Pa3symom oHa MOHMMaJa, YTO UMIIepaTPHUlla HUKOTla He IPUYMHUT el Bpefa, a BOT Teslo OBIIO He
COTJIACHO C 9TUM y0exkXaeHNeM U OPOoKajo OT CTpaxa. B oTimuyre oT 0OBIYHOTO B3TJIAMa, CEphle Tla3a
MMIIepaTPUIlL TPOH3asu PrUBesly, CJIOBHO UKW 3BEPD, OLIEHUBAIOLIUYN CBOIO TOOHIUY.

CHy}KaHKe KaKuM-TO 06pa30M yIoanoChk BEXKIJIMBO IIPUIIOOHATE YT'OJIKK PTa.

— Yero usBonure?

— Trl 3HaeIIb, YTO HPABUTCSI UMIIEPaTOPy, TO eCTh Ero BenuuecTBy? — NPUIIEN HEOXKUIAHHBIH
OTBeT.

— W3BuHUTE? — X9C0INb 3a/iasia Takou GaHaNbHEIN BOIIPOC, UTO PUBeIa omemmra.

OHa BHYTpeHHE C 06jierieHreM BHIOXHYIa U, TPEXKe 4eM IIePedruCIuTh BCE, 9YTO 3HAJA,
n300pas3niia eCTECTBEHHYIO YIIbIOKY.

— Ero BenmnuecTBO 0YEHB JTI0OUT (I)GXTOBaHI/Ie, — 9TOT IIYHKT OBILIT IIEePBLHIM B CIIMCKE.

— IIpaBpga, uTo nMu? He mMOAXOOUT, CIUIIKOM CJIOXKHO. UTO eIé? — mpomoinKkuiia XaCob.

— OH m100UT CUJIBHBEIX JIIOfeH, eClIN Thl CUJIBHLIN, OH Ha3HAYUT TeOs Ha OOJIZKHOCTb BHE 3aBUCHMOCTH
OT TBOETO IMPOUCXOXKOEHNSA, — ITOT IIYHKT OBLT BTOPBIM.



— XM, xopoto. A emé? — uMIIepaTpulia 0XKumaia IPONoIKeHHe.,

PuBenna, xenasi, 4TOOB UMIIEPATOP ¥ UMIIEPATPUIA, HAKOHEII, COMTU3UINCE, TPONOJIKHUIA
nepeuncienne. PexToBaHNe, TPEHUPOBKHU, CHJIa, 0X0Ta U TaK MAajiee...

Cnyiiast CBOM ke CJI0OBa, PuBesia BOPYT MOHSIa KOe-4To BaxkHoe. MmepaTpuila Oblia MOTHON
IIPOTUBOIIOIOKHOCTBIO TOTO THIIAXKa KEHIIKH, YTO JTI00UIT uMiiepaTop. CBUPENLId UMIIEPATOD,
IIpaBUBIIKIL Ha 10JIe 6051, MO0 CpaXkKaThCA ¥ YaCTO TPEHUPOBAJICS CO CBOUMHU pPhIllapaMu. OH TaKkKe
JTI0OUIT OXOTUTHCS, U 9TO OB €Ill€ OOUH HHTEPeC, HeCOBMECTHUMEIN ¢ uMmnepaTpuieir. Hapesich, 4To
HaWOyTCS KaKue-TO APYTHe KauyecTBa, KOTOPHIE IPUAYTCS 10 BKycy umneparopy B ConyHe, PuBemnna
oyMaJjia O ero BKyCe B JKEHIITMHAX, HO BCE CJIOBHO KPUYajI0 O TOM, YTO UMIIePATPHUIlA COBEPILIEHHO
He ero TUIaX.

— Kakas ofexpna eMy HpaBUTCSI? — He CHaBaiach X3COJIb.

— Ha camowm [fierne...y Hero HeT ONpeeIEHHOTO JTI06KMMOr0 THIIA OeXK Ik, — PUBesa nevaabHO
IIoKadasia I'0JIOBOH.

— T-u. Kak mpo6meMatuyHo. YTo-HUOYOb e1é? — CIpoCHia UMIIepaTPHIa.

— Hy, y XeHIIuH, ¢ KOTOPEIMU 00bIYHO 00IraeTcst Ero BenuuecTBo, eCTh ofiHa 00Iast yepTa, —
Hayajla HeyBepeHHO PuBera.

— O, u xakasi? — X9CoJb nopHsIa 6POBb.

— OHU BCe — pPHIIIApH.

Wmnepatop Ovl1 mocnenoBatenied. OH 0TBepraj KaXaylo XKeHCTBEHHYIO U XPYNIKYI0 e[y, KOTopas
pubIUKAIach K HEMY, HO OBIZIO KOMGOPTHO C TEMH, C KEM OH MOT TPEHMPOBATHCS ¥ KOMY OH MOT
IOBEPUTH CBOIO CITHHY.

K coxanenuio, HMIIEPATPHUIld B 3TOT KPYT' HE BXOOHUJIA.

Iymasi o TOM, KaK yTeIlIUTh Pa309apoBaHHYIO UMIIepaTpully, PuBesia moyyBcTBoBaja cebst
6eccunpHOM. OgHAKO TPOMKUM CMEX IIpepBaJjl X0 €€ MEICIIEH.

— Xa-xa, a Tel 3a6aBHBEIN, — UMIIEPATPHUIIa TI0YEMY-TO TPOMKO XUXUKHYJIA.

— Bame... BenugecTBo...? — PuBesna He moOHUMasa CUTyaluIo.

— A, cnacu6o, 67arogapst TBOeH MOMOIIHM, TEIIEPh S MOTY BHIIIOJIHUTH 3aflaHue, — X3COJIb



YCMEeXHYTach.

Houb onycTtunack Ha UMIIEpaTOPCKUM ABOpPel. BIap BCTall, IIOCTaBUB I1e4aTh Ha IIOCJIefHEM
CerogHsIIHEM fNoKyMeHTe. Korma OH MOTAHYJICS IOCHE CTOJIb HOJITOT0 CUAEHUS Ha MEeCTe, YCIIbIIIa
9X0 PUTMHUYHO IPUOIUKAOIINXCS II1aroB.

*Tyk-TyK.*

— Baie BenuuecTBo, 3TO DOUT.

— Bxopmu.

Sput Mundopa, caMblli JOBepPEeHHBIN TIOMOIIHUK UMIIepaTopa, BOIIEN B KaOWHET ¥ IIOKJIOHUIICS.
[axe He B3IJISHYB B Ty CTOPOHY, B/I9p yKa3an eMy Ha CTONKY OOKYMEHTOB Ha CTOJIE.

— Ha cerogus Bcé, — 9OuT COOOIIMIT KUMIIEPATOPY CYXUM I'0JIOCOM IIOCJIe TOTO, KakK 3a0bpan Gymaru.
3aTeM OH HANPABHUJICS K JBEPH ¥ MOKJIOHUIICS.

— 3aBTpa OymeT IBOPSIHCKOEe coOpaHue.

— Kak HacuéT Toro, 0 4éM s Te0st MPOCUN? — UMIIEPATOP OCTAHOBUII IOMOIITHUKA TPeXAe, YeM OH
yCIeJn yUTH.

— Yro... [la, 5 BCE€ 3aKOHYUJI, — OTBETHUJI DJUT, HAa CEKYHMY 3aJyMaBIINCE.

— OHa cbherna BCé cpa3y? — IMPOMOIIKUI paccipoc Biap.

— CHayajla OHa OCTaBHJIa OKOJIO ITOJIOBUHEI CBOEH TapeKyd HETPOHYTOM, HO, KOT/Ia IIPUIIlIa
CIyXKaHKa, 4ToOHl yOpaTh, OHa BEpHYJIach U 3a0pajia OCTaTKU efbl, — CIIOKOMHO 3asBUI JMIUT.

OHa BepHYIach, YTOOH J0eCTh. BIap HaxMypuI OPOBY ¥ KECTOM MPUKa3al IOUTY YUTH, UTO TOT U
chenarn, 6ecIIyMHO IOKIOHUBIIKACH. COyHa BeCh MeHb He BRIXOMIMIIA ¥ HETO M3 TOJIOBE], 0COOEHHO eé
CTpPaHHOE TIOBefieHuE.

OHa BOpBajacCh U CXBaTHIIa I0JI0KO TOJIBIMU PyKaMu. E€ JIeTKOMBICIEHHBIN CMeX He COOTBETCTBOBAII
eé crnaboy KOHCTUTYLUHY TeNla. A fasbllle elneé nHTepecHee!

BHSp BCIIOMHMHIJI, YTO HE MOT' OTOPBATE B3TJIALN OT BHUOd UMIIEPATPUIIBI, KOTOPAA C IIOMOIIIBIO BUJIKH 1
HOXXad pa3pe3ala OTPOMHO€ KOJINYECTBO €Okl 1 6YKBaJ'IbHO 3anuxuBaja e€ B POT. Takoe omyIineHnue,
CJIOBHO OH Ha6mo;1an 3d KaKUM-TO CTPAHHBIM CYIIECTBOM.



W3nuirHe TOBOPUTD, YTO € BO ABOpIIE OBIIO BCET/Ia MOIHO. [IBYyX YeNloBEK 3[1eCh 00CTYKUBAIH,
CJIOBHO mecsTephix. Eciiu OB 4JIeHOB CeMbH ObII0 O0JIbINe, TO MIMHHBIA 00€I€HHBIN CTOJ JIOMHUJICS ObI
OT e[HL.
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