— 9T0 M0€ MeCT0? — BAPYT BhIIAIKIa X3COJIb.

— Y10? — uTO-TO OBIJIO OIIPEIENIEHHO HE TaK C €€ TOHOM.

— Ve, s uMero BBUIY, MOTY JIH 5 371eCh CECTh?

Brap HaxMypuiicsl ¥ KUBHYNI Ha He3HaAKOMYI0 Tpy6ocTs. He moxkumasce, IoKa cliyra BRIABUHET [JIS
He€ cTyJ, X3CoJb cAefiajia 3TO caMa, Cejla ¥ MojT4a yCTaBUJlach Ha UMIIepaTopa.

— Tebe ecTh, UTO CKa3aTh? — pPa3[paxKEHHO CIIPOCHUI OH.

— Muw... Pa3Be Bamie BennuuecTBo BbI3Ba/I MEHS He ITIOTOMY, YTO BaM €CTh YTO CKa3aTh? — OTBETHUIIa
X3coJb, IPOMoKast CMOTPETh UMIIEPATOPY IIPSIMO B I'J1a3a, He 3Hasl, YTO TaKOe TIOBefeHre
curTaeTcs rpyosiM. OOBIYHO YPaBHOBEIIIEHHBIH B13p CMOT NTHIITL B 3aMellaTeIbCTBe OMYyCTUTD I'OJIOBY
¥ OTIATh CUTHAJ K Havyasty. X9COJIb MOJTYa YXMBIIbHYIACh, IT02KaB IJIeYaMy, ¥ B3sijia CTOJIOBEIE
npubopkr! B pyku. OHa Morjia O6bI CheCTh TOHHY OyTepOPOOOB U COYHBIX CTEMKOB, HO JKECTOKas
peanbHOCTh 3aKJIovanach B TOM, YTO el IIPUIIJIOCH CHECTh MOPIMIO MEHbIIIE CBOEro Kynaka. OHa B
OOHO MI'HOBEHbBE CheJla TI0JIOBUHY CBOEHW MOPLUUHU U IOHNO0XK/asa, TI0Ka UMIIePAaTOp 3aKOHYHUT CO CBOEH.

Ero BuiKa ¥ HOX IIJIABHO ¥ YHCTO ABUTAJIUCH II0 TapeJiKe, YTO CBUOETEIbCTBOBAJIO O €ro
6/1aropogHOM BOCTIMTaHUU. KaIllTaHOBEIE BOJIOCH B JIy4Yax COJIHIIA Ka3ajUCh SPKUM IJIaMeHeM, a
YUCThIe YEPHEIE T1a3a ObIIK IIIy0OKUMH U He3alsaTHaHHBIMU. Kpenkas ¢purypa, oTToueHHas
OecumCIIeHHEIMU YacaMy TPEHUPOBOK, KOTOPYIO MOXKHO OBIJIO YBUAETh CKBO3b OHEK/Y, HOKA3HIBATIA,
YTO OH CTOUT Ha BEPIINHE UMIIEPUH.

X9C0J1b 0CMOTpETIa UMIIepaToOpa C HOT [0 TOJIOBHI, ITOKA TOT eJ1. IMImepaTop oTpe3al OT CTeidKa
HEeOOIIbIION KyCOUYeK, TOCIe Yero, Ipexe YeM MOJIOKUTE €r0 B POT, IPUOCTAaHOBUICSA. OH IOMHSI
TOJIOBY, ¥ WX B3TTISIEl BCTPETUITUCE.

— Iloyemy THI He elIb? — Pe3K0 crpocuil bnap.

— 9 Bcé, — oTBeTuIa X3COJIb.

— T11, — OH IPOMKO IIENKHYJI S3EIKOM.

BHC—)p B3IJIAHYII Ha HeJIOGI[eHHHﬂ CTEUK, He)KaH.IPII:I Ha TapeJike UMIIEPATPUIILI, U II0OKa4all TOJIOBOM.

<<1_[03TOMy THI U Te€psiellb CO3HaHue OT MaJleUIIero IIPUKOCHOBEHUS».

On peninii BOCIIOJIb30BAThCA CIIy4aeM OTUUTATh eé u OTKDPBHIJI POT:



— ConyHa, Tl — MaTh UMIIEPHUH.

— Ara, — HEepeIInTeJIbHO OTBETHIIA OHaA.

— Tl OCTaBMsIeIIb CBOIO eny HeCheleHHOH, maxe HEeCMOTPMA Ha TO, YTO Thl HEAOCTATOYHO 300POBA,
YTOORI 3a00TUTHCS O JIIOOAX UMIIEPUH. ThI X04elllb CHOBa YIIaCThb B 06MOpOK?

X3Co7b HUKOT]a paHbllle He OTYUTHIBAIM 3@ UYTO-TO TOJ00HOE, TI03TOMY el IPUIIIOCH IPUKYCUTD
ry0y, mabwl cmepxkaThb CBO cMeXx. OHa He Bepuyia B TO, UTO 3CIEP S-YPOBHS MOKET IOTEPSTH
CO3HaHUe.

Bnap mpomomkui yuTaTh HOTAIMY, He oOpalllas BHUMaHMS Ha TO, YTO BCE €r0 CJI0Ba IJIst X3COIb
3By4asy, KakK IIyTKa.

— MeHs pacCTpauBaeT BUAETh TeOs TaKO#, — IIPOJOJIKHUI OH.

— Yry.

— Tet BooGIIIE TOHMMAEIIb, 0 YEM S TOBOPIO?

— Ara.

— ...Ecnu T mOena, To MOXKeIb UATH, — HAaKOHEIl ITOALITOXKHII HUMIIePaTop.

B1ap, crblia OTBETH UMIIEPATPHUIIE, B KOTOPEIX He OBIIO IPOXKY, 3aiyMaJiCs, @ He TPEHUPOBAJIaCh I
OHa oTBeyaTh? HecMOTPS Ha TO, UTO eMy elé ObII0, YTO CKa3aTh, OH BCE JKe PEIIUs OTIYCTUTD e€.
CrnoBHO 0Xupas 3TOro, X3coJb OLICTPO BCTajla, He MOMPOIABIINCE.

Bnap npopmomxun HabiogaTh 3a HEM Ha cllydaid, eClii OHa BHOBb yIafeT B 00MopoK. EMy moka3anock
CTPaHHBIM, YTO XOTSI OHA €Jla HEMHOTO, e€ ¢urypa Kasanach 0ojee coxkeHHOM. C TaKUM TEJIOM OHA
maxe Morja OBl CTaTh PHIAPEM...

«XM, ecru OBI HE TO3ULKST UMIIEPATPUIIEI, TO KeM Obl OHa cTasa». OH 0TOPOCHUIT CBOU
OecCcMBICTIEHHBIE PA3MHILIIEHHUST U TOJIBKO BEPHYIICS K efle, KaK ero pe3ko IIpepBajia BHE3AITHO
pacmaxHyBIIascs gpepb. OH MOOHSII I'OJIOBY, IOCIEIIHO MPOTJIOTHB BCE MSCO, HaXOIUBIIEECS BO PTY,
IIOJyMaB, YTO CIYYUIIOCH YTO-TO CpouHoe. OmHAKO 9TO OblTa JIUIIb UMIIEPATPHUIIA, KOTOPask HeNaBHO
yIIa.

— Comnyna? Y10 THL... — 3aTOBOPUJI UMIIEPATOP.

WmMmepaTtpuiia BAPYT OCTAHOBHUIIACH y CTOJNIA U 6€3 BCSAKOTO CTHIA CXBaTHiIa s6710K0. Bckope



InmociaengoBall XpyCT HAOKYyCaHHOTO s16710Ka. Bnap co6npanc;{ CKa3aTb el, 4TOOHI OHa InepecTajla BECTH
cels HEeKPaCuBO, HO He YCIIEII: €€ Teun 3ap0xKaJin.

— VrX... — BBIpBAJIOCh y HEE HU30 PTa.

— Tot cHOBa mnavents? — B1ap HaxMypur OPOBH.

— Vrx, yrx...

— Ha mens Takoe 60sbIle He JIefICTByeT, — OH H€ XO0TeJI y4aCTBOBATh B eeé BEICTYIIJIEHHUH.

— Vrx...

— Kak umneparpuiia, THl JOJIXKHa 3HATh CBOE MECTO U... — OH BHOBb HadaJjl €€ pyrarth.

— Xa-xa-xa.

HwMnepaTtpula couina ¢ yma.

X3C0JIb, Ha BBEIXOJIe U3 CTOJIOBOM, 6bICTp0 ITHyJIa OKHO <<3aBepmeHHe KBeCTa», U3-3a 4ero HeCKOJIbKO
IMPOXOOAIInuX MHUMO CJIIYT' Ha4YaJIM MIEeIITAaTbCA O TOM, YTO HUMIIEPATPUIla IIMHAET BO3OYX. Ona ke JIUIIb
COXKarjiejla O TOM, 4TO IIPpH BCEM HM300HIHH €Ik, MOI'JIa CheCTh TOIBKO MaJIEeHbKUU KyCO4€eK CTeMKa.

Ha o6paTHOM ITyTU B CBOIO KOMHATY [eBYIIKa Hadasa IIJIaHUPOBaTh yOUNCTBO JIyn3kl 3a coO3naHune
3TOU HeJIeNOW UTPHI, KaK BOPYT...

«Ecu KBECT OKOHYEH, TToueMy OBl MHE ITPOCTO He BEPHYTHCSI?»

OT BHE3AIMMHOT0 0CO3HAHUS X3COJIb Pa3BepPHYIIACh 3a OOJII0 CEKYHIIHI. Ona moutu 6erom BEPHYJIaCh B
CTOJIOBYIO, IMHKOM OTBOPHJIA OBEPEL U monbexarna K 6eI[HOMy 5{6HOKy, KOTOpO€ IIPUBJIEKIIO eé
BHUMaHNeE.

OHa cpa3y ke OTKyCHuJia OT Hero 60JIbIIoN KyCOK.

[lepBrIN.

Bropoii.

Tperuii.



[Tpominio HeCKONIbKO CEKYH, HO HUYero He mpoucxoauio. He BEICKOUMIIO OKHa «KBeCT mpoBaieH»
WJIM YeTo-TOo Mof00HO0r0. X3C0Ih HaKOHEL CMOTJIa B IOJIHOM Mepe HacClaguThCsl apOMaTOM
paccTaBlIeHHOU Neper Her efdbl.

Be3ymepxkHO paccMmesinach u cena. OHa He Bo3pazkasa, KOTrfia UMIIepaTop IIOCMOTpPeI Ha Heé, KakK Ha
CyMacIefyo. BMecTo 3Toro meByIlKa B3sijla KapeHHYIO YTKY, pa3pe3alia eé IoIojaM i Cheja.
Bpems 0T BpeMeHH X3CO0Jb 3aKUAkIBaIa B POT HEMHOTO CajaTa ¥ MaKapOHH.

BrIyucTHUB Tapenky, CJI0OBHO T'OJIONHLIM MeOBeb, OHa I0XJIonasa ce0s 1o KUBOTY, YYBCTBYS ce0s
OOBOJIBHOM.

— Brinen BOOUYKHY.

— A? O, crracu60, — OHa IPOTSHYIa PYKY, HEOPEXKHO CXBAaTHIIa MPEI0KEHHYIO ef YallKy U OIHUM
TJIOTKOM BBITIMIIA BCE €€ CONEPIKUMOE.

— Bay! Teneps HamHoro nyyine. Cracu6o 3a efy... — X3C0Jib, HEKPAaCHBO BEITEPEB POT CalpeTKOH,
IIoMaxasia pykoii u yiuia. OcTanuch TOJBKO ITOBap U CIIYTH, OIIEJIOMJIEHHEIE 9TUM IIPOUCIIECTBUEM.
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