- [Tocrie TOMUYHOTO IIePepPhIBa 3Ta CY4YKa HAKOHEL-TO 0GHOBUIACK, - cKa3an E I0H. Brila onHOYE,
0OHOBISASI CTPAHMIY IIPUIOKEHNS OH YBUEII, 4YTO HOBeJUIa «MIMIIepaTop cpefy HOBHIX
HMmepaTopoB» OblIa 00HOBIIEHA. ITO OGHOBPEMEHHO ¥ B3BOJIHOBAJIO, M PA303JIMIIO T€POs.

«MMmepaTop cpenu HOBEIX MiMmepaTopoB» - Be6G-HOBeIa pa3mepoM 6omnee 10 MumianoHoB cjioB! E
HOH monroe BpeMsi ClIeOui 3a 9TUM IPOU3BEIeHHEM, a UMEHHO, HAUMHAs CO CPeHeH IMKOJIBl U
3aKaH4YuBas KojemxkeM. OOHAKO, KOT{la pOMaH IOOXOMUII K CBOEMY 3aBEpIIIeHUI0, aBTOP B3SIIT
TIePEPHIB Ha LIEJbINA T'Of ¥ IIPOCTO He CTall MACaTh MOCIEeNHIO TaBy! B TOT MOMEHT, KOTa I'IaBoM
repoi cobupascs MPUHIThL CaMoe BakKHOe pellleHre Bo BCeH UCTOpuw!

E FOH pa3os3nuics HaCTONIBKO, YTO Cpa3y e 3alllesl B PYNIIOBOM YaT poMaHa (IeiMUTh aBTOpa
BMECTE C OIPYTUMU HEIOBOJIbHLIMY YUTATEISIMHU.

ABTOD HUKaK He 0TpearvpoBajl ¥ IIOCTEIEHHO kI YUTaTeJlel yrac, a IPyIIoBOi YaT HOBEJIIHL CTall
IOBOJIbHO yBIeKaTeNbHBIM. KaXXIbIl IeHb B 3TOM YaTe BOOUTEIN COCTSI3aIUCh B CBOMX HaBhIKaX
BoxpeHus. E FOH cTan mpocnaBleHHBIM ITaCCaXkUpPoM, eKeHEBHO IMMCaBIINM: «MallliHa,
npuesxKamn».

Temeps, Korma HOBesIa Oblzla 0OHOBIEHA, 9Ta I'IaBa [0IKHA Oblyia OLITH MTOCTIETHEH, eClTU HUYero
HEOXUIAHHOTO He ciayuuTcs. YectHo roBopsi, E FOH yecTBoBasn cebs momaBieHHbBIM. OH CJIOBHO
HabJIoan 3a TeM, Kak pacTeT ero pe0eHKOM, U BOT OH YXOOUT, YTOOBI OTIIPABUTLCS B CBOM
COOCTBEHHBIN MyTh. Bymy4u 0TI[OM, KaK OB €My 9TOTO HH XOTEJIOCh, BCE UTO OH MOT CHeJIaTh, 3TO
KYIIUTh aneJIbCUHEI, YTOOH IIPOBOOUTH CBOETO pebeHKa.

KoHeuHO, MOT/I TPOU30UTH HEOXKHIaHHbIE BEIM, HAIpUMEDP aBTOP MOT IIPOCTO Pa3MeCTUTh 3aMETKY
0 TOM, TTOYEMY €ro0 He OBIJIO B TeUEHUE IPOIIEAIIEro rofa, Kak OyATO OH yeXas B OTIYCK ¥ TOJTBKO
BEPHYJICS WJIK YTO-TO B 3TOM POJE.

Yro xk, E FOH Kax[blil Beuep mepes CHOM 0OHOBIISI IPUIIOKEHKE, YTOOBI TOCMOTPETD, HE 00HOBUJICS
JIM pOMaH, ¥ HaKOHeIl OH TOJIYYUII TO, YTO XOTell.

- IMoxanyiicrta, He 6ygb coobiuieHueM 06 0TCyTCTBUH, - B3Monuics E FOH, oTkpeiBas HoBemty. He
yCIIeNl OH Ha Hee B3TJISHYTh, KakK TejedOoH yIlaa eMy Ha JIUI0, IOTOMY YTO OT BOJTHEHHS OH JepiKall
€ro HeIOCTAaTOYHO KPETKO.

Kora oH 3aKphII TULI0 pyKaMu U O0NIe3HEHHO 3aCTOHA, BCe YTO Mor BumeTh E FOH, Gblyla TEMHOTA,
HAIOJTHeHHast 30JI0THIMU 3BE3TaMH.

- Monogou- MOIomou rOCIOOUH, YTO CIyuunocs? - E KOH ycrbliian MATKUY, HEXKHBIU U
B3BOJIHOBaHHBIN KEHCKUU I'0JI0C, JOHOCUBILUMICS C €70 CTOPOHHL.

Yro 310 3a cutyarusa? E KOH TONMbKO 4YTO OKOHYHUII KOJIJIE[K, U eMY ellle PeICTOsII0 UCKaTh PaboTy.
OH CHSJT KOMHATY [JIs ITPOXKWBAHUS B OMMHOYKY, TaK YTO B €T0 KOMHATe He [OIXKHO OBIJI0 OBITH
HUKOTO JIpyroro. [Jaxe ecyu Obl ¥ HeTo ObIIM COCEMH, WX rojioca He MOTJIA OBl 3By4aTh TaK SCHO U
O1113KO.

Korga E FOH oTKpEIN r'71a3a, OH yBUen ronyoyio Mapii. OcBellleHrue BOKPYT HETO TaKxkKe ObIJIo
IOBOJILHO SIPKUM, B OTJIMYME OT TOTO, KAKUM MOJIZKHO OBIIIO OBITh HOUHOE HebO.

Korzma oH noBepHYJI F0JIOBY B CTOPOHY T'0JIOCA, TO YBUEJI CTOSIIYIO XyIEeHbKYI0 NEeBYIIKYy. YBUMIEB, UTO
E IOH cMOTpHUT Ha Hee, [IeBYIIKa CXKajachb ¥ CKPeCTUIIa PYKH Iepef IPyabio, CIIOBHO UCITyTaHHBIN
KPOJIUK.



Y meBouku Ovimu Gosbinve ria3a. OHY OBIIM 3aTYMaHEHH M HCKPUJTUCH CBETOM, KaK OyATO HEBYIIKa
yero-to 6osinack. ICTOUHUKOM ee cTpaxa, Ka3ajock, ObUI0 4TO-TO Ha cTopoHe E FOHa.

E IOH cen Ha kpoBaTu. OH OBIJT yIUBIIEH BHEITHOCTHIO MEBYIIKH, HO elre 00JIbIlle ero yIuBuiIa
OKpyXKatolasi 00CTaHOBKA ¥ IIPeAMETHl BOKPYT HETO.

9TO0 OBINIO ITOX02KEe Ha KOMHATHI O0raThIX JTI0EH, KOTOpPEIE€ OH BHUEJI B TeJieliepegadax, HO 6omee
POCKOIIHO...

«Ecnu y MeHsT HeT TaJlTIOIMHAIINE M3-3a BCEX 9TUX HOYHHIX MIOCU/IEJIOK, TO S, BEPOSITHO,
TIEPEPOIUIICS. »

E FOH, 6ymy4u 3asijibIM YuTaTesieM, 65U XOPOIIIO 3HAKOM C ITepeceieHreM AYII, HO OH He 0XKUMAJL,
YTO eMy IIOCYaCTIMBUTCS TaK¥Ke UCIBITATh 3TO JIMYHO.

«Ho pa3Be GONBUIMHCTBO IEPEPOKICHUN He MPOUCXOMST M3-3a TOT0, YTO B BAC BPe3aeTCs I'PY30BUK-
KyH unu 6beT TokoM? [ToueMy, KOTa 3TO CIYYUIIOCh CO MHOH, 5T IIEPEPORUIICS OT yaapa TenedoHOM
110 T0I0Be? MoxXKeT OBITh, MO€E TeJI0 ObIJI0 HACTOIBKO CJIa0BIM, UTO 5 yMep OBl OT ymapa TenedoHOM I10
TOJI0BE?»

«Hu 3a uT0. BO3MOXKHO, 1 He TI00J110 3aHUMAThCSI CIIOPTOM, HO 51 He 3a0kIBajla 3aHUMATHCS CIIOPTOM
BO BpeMs yueObl B KOJIJIE[IXKe, TaK YTO MO€ TeJI0 BCe ellle JOJIXKHO OBITh JOBOJILHO XOPOILIUM U
3[MOPOBEIM...»

«Hy, HEBaXkHO.»

B ornuunre oT GOJBIIMHCTBA TOCKYIOIINX 0 oMy epecernenIes, E FOu Obi 601ee 3aMHTEPECOBAH B
MUpe, B KOTOPHIY OH momaj. KoHeyHo, OH CKyd4all 110 oMY, HO €T0 MBICTH OBUIM O TOM, 4TO,
TIOCKOJIBKY OH y2Ke TIEPECEIIUIICS, OH HUYEero He MOT U3MEHHUTb.

Kpowme Toro, 6ymyun 4e0BeKOM, TPOYUTABIIMM MHOXKECTBO TauT HOBeJ, E FOH Xeman
mepecesieHus OyIl, KaK ¥ MHOTHe [IpyTrhe YUTaTeau 3TOoro xkaHpa. E FOH 4yBCTBOBAJI, YTO pa3 C HUM
CIYYMIIOCH TAKOE YOUBUTEIbHOE COOBITHE, TO OH OMpeesieHHO OyIeT IrJIaBHEIM I'epoeM.

HOCMOTpI/ITe Ha CIIaJIbHIO 3TOM BEICOKOIIOCTABIEHHOM CEMBH U IIOCMOTPUTE Ha 3Ty KPACHUBYIO
TOPHUYHYIO. HOCMOTpI/ITe Ha HEX! 3TO OIpeaeJIeHHO UCTOPHSA O BO3BHIIIEHNWH MOJIOOOT'O I'OCIIOAWHA,
Ha KOTOPOTro CMOTpPEJIN CBBICOKA.

E IOH rimy60KO0 B3MOXHYII U IIOYYBCTBOBAJI, YTO €T0 TeJIO OLIJIO MOBOJIBHO XOPOoIKM. Ka3anocs, 94To ero
TeJ10 OBbIJIO B TIOJTHOM IOpsioKe. «Moe Tejio He YyBCTBYeT c1ab0CTH U BCe TaKOe, U He I0X0XKe, UTO 5
ob11 yout sigom. CtpanHo». E FOH noamnep mom0opooK PyKoM, AyMasi 0 TOM, KaK CKOHYaJICsS
TIepPBOHAYAJILHEIN BIIafieNiel] Tejla, IIOTOMY YTO HE3aBUCHMO OT TOTO, KaK OH Ha 3TO CMOTPEJ, TeJo,
Ka3aJI0Ch, He MIPUHAMJIEkKAJI0 eMy.

Ero nanbiipl OBITM AIMHHBEIMA U TOHKMMHE, a Koxka 0esoit, Kak He¢puT. E FOH 3Has, 4To 9TO, CKOpee
BCET0, TO COCTOSTHME B POMaHaX Ky/IbTUBALIMK, KOTHA KYJTbTUBATOPH M30aBUIUCh OT BCEX HEUUCTOT B
CBOUX TeJlax.

,]:[eBy'HlKa TPSACIIAaCh U JPO02KaJjla, HE pellasaACh 3al'OBOPUTE.

- Kak 1e6s 30ByT? - cnpocun E FOH. OH He nepeXkuBas 3a TO, UTO €T0 3all0fI03PAT U3-3a TOTO, YTO OH
BeJl ce0s KaK-To MHaue, HeXKeJu IIepBOHaYaIbHEN Bllafienel] Tena. EMy Ob10 1I000IBITHO BCE, YTO
ero OKpyzXaro.



- f JIun Cro9, - pobko oTBeTuna geByinka. OHa He nmogo3peBana E KOHa, Tak Kak 3TO OB IEPBHIT
[eHb, KOTTla ee Ha3Ha4yuIu ero ropunyHou. Korga E FOH u3pgan rpoMKuyil KpUK, OHA BOILIIa U
yBupgena, Kak E FOH KOpuuTCa Ha KpOBaTH, 3aKPHIB JINI[0 PyKaMHU, ¥ ITogyMasa, He KyJIbTUBUPOBAJI JIN
E IOH Kakyio-HuOyOb 37TyI0 TEXHUKY.

BcnomuwuB o cnyre, Kotoporo E FOH yOun HakaHyHe, IeByIIKa Ucmyranack, 4To E FOH yOneT u ee,
€CJIM OHa CKaXKeT YTO-TO He TO, I09TOMY OHa CTapanach TOBOPUTH KaK MOXKHO MEHBIIIE.

- JIun Cro3? { cupamnBaio TBOE IIOJTHOE UMS.

- Monopoi rocnopuH, Moe nonHoe uMs By Cio9 - cKa3ana meBylika, apoxa. OHa 6osi1acsk, 4To ee
yOBIOT, €CNTA OHA cpa3y He oTBeTHUT E IOHY.

YTo KacaeTcs TOro, I0YeMy OHa ITOCTOSTHHO AyMaJjia O TOM, 4To ee yOrioT, v E KOHa 6bL1 mmoxon
xapakTep. By Cio3 He 3Hasa nmogpo6HOCTeN, HO OHA CIIblIala, 4To ciyra 6ui1 yout E KOHOM 1Mo
HE3HAUUTeJIbHOMY II0BOTY.

- By C103? - rna3a E FOHa pacmupuinuch, a Toaoc cTaa rpoMye. - Tl ckasai, 4To Teb6s 30ByT By Ci03?

- I-ma, - cka3asna By Cro9, 4yTh He Ijlada OT cTpaxa. «OTell, MaTh, IPOCTUTE MeHs. BO3M0OXKHO, MHE
IIPULETCS YUTU IEPBOU.»

- Tol 3Haeb Koro-Hu0yapb o umenu Luns [un Man?
- KoneuHo. Ona - HeBeCTa MOJIOZOI0 TOCIIOANHA, - CO BCXJIUIIOM cKa3asa By Croa.
- Brisite! - E FOH Ovin Ha rpanu cnes. [Touemy? [la mMOTOMY 4YTO 3Hal, Ky[a OH ITOIall.

By Ci1o03 u Lluub [Ilu M3H OBIIM TTTaBHBIMU T€POMHSIMHU HOBEJIE «IMIIepaTop Cpefiy HOBBIX
WmnepaTopoB». brimu nu riaBHbE repouHy muoxuMu? Het, oHu Obutu xopormumu. OHu OBUTH He
TOJIPKO KPACUBHI, HO U YPE3BEIYalHO TalaHTJIUBEL.

By Cr03 Morma BHITISIIETh ci1aboi, HO oHa Obiya Oymyiien OoruHed 60eBbix uCKyccTB! Llunp [1lu MaH
Oblta OymyInel 6eccMepTHOM MUMIIepaTPUIIeH, Y2KaCAOUUM CYIIeCTBOM, KOTOPOE PEIINI0 MHOXKECTBO
mpo6JieM I'JIaBHOTO T'epos.

[Tpo6nema 3akmodanach B ToM, 4T0o E KOH He OBl rIIaBHBEIM TepoeM. Tak KeM ke oH Obi1? KoHeuHo
ke, oH Obln E FOHOM. «E HOH» B HOBene «MMmepaTop cpeau HOBBIX MMIepaTopoB» OBII
TaJIaHT/IUBBIM, HO HUYTOXKHBIM aHTaroHUCTOM. Ero cnyxkaHuKoii Orina By Cio3, KoTopas Onlna elile
cnaba ¥ He pacKphina CBou TanaHT. Ero HeBecTo Obiyia Lluas [u MaH. OH mocnan niofel yOuTh
TJIaBHOTO I'eposi, TIOTOMY YTO TOT OBIJT 3HAKOM C TJIaBHEIMU TE€POUHSIMHU U OOIIAJICS C HUMU.

OnHako 101, KOTOPHIX OH IOCHINIAN Ha YOUICTBO IJIaBHOTO I'eposi, CTAHOBWINCH IJIS1 T€POs IIPOCTO
MEeIIKaMu C OBITOM. [enio B ToM, 4To «E FOH» mpomomkas mockUIaTh JIIofel, KOTOphle ObUIH JTUIID
HEMHOTO CHUJIbHEe I1e/IH, 4TOO yOUTh ee. TOJIBKO KOTfia IIaBHbINM Iepoii JoCTaTOYHO BhIpoc, E FOH
IIOHSJI, UTO Tenephb He MOXKET ero Mo0eauTs.

[Tocne Toro, kak «E FOH» mpourpas rjiaBHOMY T'epoio Ha COCTSI3aHUSIX CEKTHI, OH PEIINI, YTO 0oJIbIle
He MOXKET OCTaBUTh I'JIABHOTO Tepos B XKUBEIX. OMHAKO 3TO IIPUBEJIO K TOMY, YTO OH IIPOUTpal U
TIOTaIIUI 3a COO0M BCIO CBOIO CEMBIO.

HecmoTps Ha TO, 4TO 3710[ie¥ C TAaKUM Ke UMeHeM, KaK Y Hero, OblI 04eHb OTCTAIBIM U JIETKO YOUT
rnaBHBIM repoeM, E FOH uyBcTBOBas ce6si XOPOIII0, IOTOMY YTO YKTal POMaH C TOYKH 3PEHUS



TJIaBHOT'O T'epo4.

Ho Temeps, Korfa oH IepeMecTuiics B HOBeTy u cTan «E KOHOM», a TakKe CTajl MEIIKOM C OIIBITOM
TJIaBHOT'O I'eposi, OH He MOT C 3TUM CMUPUThCsI! HUKTO He cMOT OBl C 3TUM CMHPHUTHCS!
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