[Tocne HECKONMBKUX AHEU TPSICKYU B IOpOTre 5, HAKOHEll, OKa3anach 0 CTeHaMu ABopIia. [To3gusas
HOYb OCBSAIIAIaCh XOJIOOHOU JTYHOU, ¥ BEICOKKE CTEHBI, Ka3aI0Ch, IPUOaBIMBaIi MEHS THETYIIEen
TSIKeCThI0. Moe cepaile OBIII0 KaK Ha UTonKaX. [10 Moeit olleHKe, CTeHbI OBITM TPUMEPHO B TPHU-
yeThIpe YxkaHa(l) BeicoTol. CuenaB riay0oKUM BOX, S TOCMOTPesa BBepX. XOPOIIo, YTO 5
BOCCTAHOBHJIA OOJIBIIYIO YaCTh CBOUX HABHIKOB, MHAUE Y MEeHs MOTJIM Obl BOSHUKHYTH ITPOOJIEMEL C
TeM, 4ToOH 3a0paThCd Ha Bepx cTeHbl. CoOpaBIINCE C AyXoM, 51 00Bsizana KOHIBI CBOEH MaHTUU
BOKPYT Ta/lu¥ U B3JIeTesla B BO3OYX, OMHUM IIPHIKKOM 3alpPBITHYB Ha CTEHHl ABOPIIA.

Brlno HeMHOTO BIazKHO, ¥ BpeMsl OT BpEMEHU B BO3[yXe pa3faBajiiCh KPUKU ITUIl. B 9ToM YyacTu
IBOpIla He ObLJIO IepeBbEB, II09TOMY OBIJIO TPYAHO UATH BOOJb CTEH IIPU JIYHHOM CBeTe. f 3aTaumiach,
yTOOR! MOXKOAThCSI CBOETO IIaHCa, IT0Ka MUMO He IIPOIIEeJT MOJIOJION €BHYX, U yaapuia ero kamueM. OH
MT'HOBEHHO yIIaJ 6e3 maMsTH, II03BOJIUB MHE CTAIIUTh er0 ofexkay. IIpuHsaB poOKy mo3y, s
IIPOMIOJIZKajia IPOTyIUBaThCS BAOIb ABOPLIOBHIX CTEH, B MPAaYHOM MOJTYaHHWU O3UPAsCh 110 CTOPOHAM.
Most maMsTh O MECTHOCTH ITPpHBeJIa MEHS K IIOKOSIM UMIIepaTopa.

CeBepHas CTOpoHa Obllla TEMHOM, BpEMEHaMU OCBellaeMOoy IATHAMU CBETA OT (poHApei MPOXOMAIITIX
MUMO JTofielt. BEIT/Isimeno Tak, CII0BHO B maTpysie OBIIO HOBOJIBHO MHOTO CTPaXKHUKOB, KaK €CJIU

Obl OHU IIPUHSIIY JOTIOTHUTEIbHEIE MEPHI IPENOCTOPOXKHOCTH. Sl HEMeMJIEHHO II0BEPHYIach, YTOOH
IIOWTHY B APYTYIO CTOPOHY, HO WX IIaTry TOJIBKO NpUONKKamuch. HUKTO He MOT IIPOTY/IUBATHCS 110
MMIIEPaTOPCKOMY IBOPY HOYBI0. He roBops y&Ke 0 TOM, 4TO OfesHIe MOero eBHyxa ObIJI0 JOBOJIHHO
TIJI0XO0 MOMIOTHAHO, TaK YTO BHUMATEJIbHBIM OCMOTP OMpPEeIeHHO UCIIOPTHII OB MO0 MaCKUPOBKY. S
OBICTPO BCKOYMJIa Ha KapHU3, YTOOHI 3aTaUThCS, IIPSIYacCh B TEMHOTE.

“Kto Tam?!” - moTpeboBa romoc.

C noTeMHEeBIIUM JIAILIOM 51 HU3KO IIOJIIIOJI3JIa K Yepelnile KPhIIK, YTOO B3TJISHYTh. MUMO, 3aJI03KUB
PYKH 3a CIUHY, IIeJT eBHYX, BCTpedas IpubIuKaloIuica naTpyib. HecMOTps Ha TO, YTO OH HUYEro
He TOBOPUJI, B HEM YYBCTBOBAJIACh BHYNIUTEIbHAS aypa.

[TaTpynbHEIM NORHAN HOHAPD, YTOOB OCBETUTE €BHYXa, U OBICTPO CMEHUJI BEIpaXKeHue JIulla Ha
yneIOKy. OH NOKJIOHWICS U cKa3am: “Tak 9To Obin ['maBHEl EBHYX JIn.”

'nmaBubiii EBHyX JIU....?7?

¢4 Bmana B TpaHCc. XOTs OCBelleHue OBIIIO0 TYCKIIBIM, ST HA 3@ YTO He IepernyTasia Obl 9TOT I'0JIoC U 3TH
yepTHl una. 3To 0bi1 Manenvkuit JIu. ToT ke cambiii ManeHnbkuil JIu, KOTOPHIHM paHbIlIe
IIPUCITY2KUBAJl MHE, Telleph OBIJT I'7IaBOM €BHYXOB. EquHCTBEeHHAs pa3HuIla Telephb 3aKIiodasnach B
TOM, UYTO OH He APOKaJ OT CTpaxa, a ero ymMHas yJbl0Ka HeCKOIbKO nobekna. Ha cMeHy el IpUIIIo
CIIOKOMHOE ¥ YpaBHOBEIIEHHOE BhIpaXKeHue JIIa, CIIOBHO OBl OH BCerfa ObITT TAKUM.

“MMnepaTop mpuKa3aj qo0aBuTh 00JIbIIe CTPAzKHUKOB B 9TH MIOCTIeIHNE THU”. - KaXKeTCs, OH
CKJIOHHUJI POT B MOIO CTOPOHY, ITOYTH KakK ecyu Okl 0H yibi0asncs: “EcTh MHOTO yOuiill, KOTOPLIE
IIPUXOMOAT OCEHBI0”.

ITOT 4eJioBeK IIpuaaBajl CBOUM CJIOBAM OBOMCTBEHHOE 3HAUYEHUE.

4 3aTauna grixaHue u YCKOPHIJIa IIaru, TakK 4TO 06Hapy}KI/ITB MeHA OOJIZKHO OB1710 OBITH HEBO3MOIKHO.



Panbiie s gyMasa, 9TO IOCJIe TOTO, KAK MeHS MOXUTUIIY, OH Oy[ieT HaKa3aH, Tak Kak OH OB MOUM
JIMYHBIM ciiyroii. Ho Temeps...

'naBublll EBHYX?

4 He Morna 3TOro moHATh. Ho 4 yBU[O€EJIa, KaK U3-3a yIrila IIOABUIIOCE €Il1€é HECKOJIEKO CTPa2KHUKOB, B
TOM 4K CJie HECKOJIBKO JTY4YHHUKOB... IToT cTekan 1mo MOEMY J'I6y [Toxoxe, BLIMAHUTD HMIIepaTopa U3
ABOPIIa OKA3adJIOCh CIIOKHEE, 4YeM S OyMalld.

[Tdpe! d momymaro o gpyrom crocobe.
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B cBs3u ¢ mpubmnuxkaromiercs cBafib00ii B TUXOM U MpayHOM [IBOpIie Obllla yCuieHa oXpaHa, B TO
BpPeMs KakK B [IoOMe reHepaJia LIIK TOPKEeCTBa. 3BYKU CHAPYXKU U BHYTPU CIIUBAJIUCH BOEIUHO C
0XKUBJIEHHBIMHU ITPUTOTOBIIEHUSIMU TTOBCIOTY. KOHEUHBIM Pe3yIbTaTOM OBIJIO TO, YTO MHE yIalIoCh
IIPOHUKHYTH BHYTPb, U 51 HE MOT'JIa He OIIYTUTb CaMO0BOJILCTBA.

HeynuBuTembHO, YTO BCe JIIOOU CHaAPYKK 00CYKOaiu, KakK BHTIISOUT H04Yb TeHepasna. Temeps, Korma s
yBH[Iea ee COOCTBEHHBIMHU T'Jla3aMH, OHa Ha caMOoM [iejie Oblla SPKOM U KpacuBou. Ee ¢purypa Toxe
ObLLla MATKOU ¥ IIONATIUBOY, KakK BOIA...

HaruyBImch Ha KpHIIIe, s CMaxHyJla B CTOPOHY OCKOJIKH YEPEeTHUIIbl, YTOOB! B3TIISHYTh MOOIHXKE.
HexHast u rpaliro3Hasi GUrypa cumiesa mpsMo, TOBEPHYBIINCH KO MHE CIIMHOM, KaK eciii OBl OHa
TOJIBKO YTO 3aKOHYMIIA MTPHHUMATh BaHHY. TaM OblNla CllykKaHKa, 3aBOpauKBalolias ee HUCIAOalolue
BOJIOCH!I B TIOJIOTEHIIE, YTOOR co6paTh ux: “KOHas rocroxa, Ballla ClTy’KaHKa IPHHECeT BaM HEMHOTO
01aroBOHMI”.

B oTBeT pa3pancs KpuCTanabHO YUCTHIM TOJIOC, CIaAKO3BYYHBIM, HO HAIIOJIHEHHBIN
apUCTOKpaTHYecKou aypoii: “Ckaxu Mame(2), 4ToOB OHa 3aliia. ECTh elle HECKOJTbKO MOMEHTOB B
3aBTpAlllHEH 1IePEMOHUM, KOTOPEIE 51 HE MOTY BCIIOMHUTB, II03TOMY S XOTeJa OBl MTOMIPOCUTH €€
IIOBTOPUTH UX [AJI MEeHs”.

OTBeTHUB YTBEPOUTEIHHO, CITy2KaHKa 3aKphiia IBepPb U BHIIIIA, YTOOK OTAATh CBOU PACIIOPSIKEHHUS.
ITpoIII0 COBCEM HEMHOTO BPEeMeHH, IPexke YeM II0SIBUIIACh XKEHIIHHA JIET COPOKA-TIATUIECATH 1
TIOYTHTEIILHO BCTasIa ¥ IBepH. TeM BpeMeHeM CiIyKaHKa HallPpaBUJIACh K I0XKHEIM BOpoTaM. 1
MCII0/Ib30BaJIa CBOI0 TEXHUKY JIETKOCTH, YTOOHI TOCIIE0BATh 3a HeH, Mociie Yero BEIPyOua ee,
3abpasa ee ofeXay ¥ U3MEHHUJIA CBOE JIUIIO, YTOOBI IPUHSTE €€ TUYHHY.

JInno 3To¥ ciyKaHKY OBIO OYEHb 3ayPSIAHEIM, TI03TOMY €ro ObLJI0 JIETKO CKOMMPOBaTh. [I0paBuB
CBOIO OfIeK[y, S [OCTaja IMUIIOJI0 U CYHyJa el B pOT, [IOCJie Yero NOoJHsJIa ee TeJIo K IOTOJIKY, YTOOH
IpuUBs3aTh K cTponunaM. Cyns 1o BceMy, OHa, BEPOSTHO, HE OUYHETCS B TeUeHHNe CEMU-BOCHMU JHEH.

¢4 mora mo TpomuHKEe 00PAaTHO B KOMHATY €€ X035MKHU, TOTPATUB BPeMs Ha TO, YTOOBI BHIPOBHSITh
IBIXaHMe, ITOCIe Yero BOIIa B KOMHATY U 3aKphia 3a co0oi aBepb. MaMa yxke 00bsCHSIa
noxpo6uHocTy KOHOM 'ocrioxke BHYTPH, HO KMBHYJIA, KOTfa s Boia. OHa MPOAOJIKUIIa TUXUM
rosiocoM: “KTo-To 13 iBOpIla IPHUIIIEeN CKa3aTh MOEMY X035IMHY, YTO, KOTja rocroxa OyoeT rotToBa
BHIMTH, OHA MOXKET CECTh B IPUTOTOBJIEHHBIH MalaHKKH, YTOOLI OTIIPABUTHLCS BO [BOPEI]. MHOXKECTBO



CJIyT TIPHUIUIKA CIYXKUTh BaM 110 3TOMY CJTy4dalo, ¥ CaM MaJlaHKUH BEJIUKOJIeTeH.”

“TloueMy MBI JOJIKHBI TAIIUTLCA TyHda HOYbIO? Pa3Be oTel| He CKa3aJl, YTO 3aBTpa YTPOM 3a MHOU
IIpHUenyT OBOPLOBble YUHOBHUKU?”

“¢1 cnpimaa, 94TO 3TO OBINIA Mes uMiIepaTopa”.

OTa U3SIIHO KpacuBas AeBYIIKa M3[aja TUXUM CMEILIOK, IPexXae 4YeM IIOBEPHYTHCS KO MHe: “Hy 4To,
THI TPUHEca 671aroBoOHUS?”

“Ila, aTo OymeT rOTOBO Yepe3 MUHYTY .

4 moBepHynach, YTOOH BHITALUTE HEMHOTO 0JIarOBOHUM U3 PYKaBa, U MOJI0XKKUJIA UX B TIOACTABKY AT
6maroBonuii. CTpy#iKa CBETIOr0 AbIMa IOOHSIACh B BO3MAYX, KOTHa TI000MBITHAS MaMa IIOfOIIIa,
yTOOBI pa3BesTh AkIM. OHa 3acMesiyiach, CKa3aB: “Bellly U3 UMIIEPATOPCKOT0 ABOPIIA TaKHe KPAaCHUBEIE.
Haxe apomaT ux 671arOBOHUE APYTrou.”

9T0 OBIIO...

...4TO-TO, UTO 5 COejIaja cama. OTO He TOJIBKO IPUSATHO MaXJi0, HO ¥ UMEJI0 HEKOTOPHIE APYTHe
CBO¥CTBA. 1 cupsTana U0, YTOOB TAMHO TOCMESIThCS.

“CtanoBuTCS M030HO. [TIOTOPOMKUCH CO CBOMMU IIPUTOTOBIEHUIMU. He oTKnagbiBall BaXKHEIE [iejla
TOCIIOXKM.”

"Ila." - 1 momHsIa KYPUIbHULLY C OTarOBOHUSIMU, HECS C COO0M HU3KUM CTONUK, YTOOHI MOCTAaBUTh 00a
3THX MPeiMeTa MM03aau Irocroxku. Korma oeiM 0T 671arOBOHMIM MOOHSIJICS U MEeIJIEHHO HAIIOJTHUIT
KOMHATY, s Hayaja pacuechiBaTh €e BOJIOCH. B 6pOH30BOM 3epKajie KpacaBulla 3aKphija raasa,
CJIOBHO HAc/aX[asch 3amaxoM. MaMa IoMoriia HaKpacuTh ee JIUIIO0, IIPeXe YeM YIIbIOHYThCS
TOCIIOXKe.

“Korma rocmoxa OymeT roToBa, II0O30BUTE, U Ballla CITy2KaHKa BRIAAET HApYKy, YTOOBl BCTPETHTH Bac”.

E# HUKTO He OTBeTH/I. MaMa He MOIJIa YOep:KUBaTh YIEIOKY 0€CKOHEYHO, TI09TOMY OBICTPO
peTupoBaachk 1 3aKpejia 3a co00i mABeph. 1 HAKIOHUIIACh BIIepe, YTOOH B3TJITHYTh Ha OTPakKeHue
TOCIIOXKM B 3epKajie. Ee u3oruyTeie 6poBU OBLIHM IIOX0XKK Ha UBOBBIE JIMCTHS, U OBITIM pacciiabieHsl OT
HacJlaXaeHus 01aroBoHusIMH. [ToKa s HaOMogana, OHK CJIeTKa MPUIIOTHSIINCE, YTOORI
COOTBETCTBOBATH €€ PACTYIEeH yIbOKe.

“A¥isl... THl IPpUYMHIIA MHE 60Jb”.

“Baimia ciy>kaHKa 3aCTy>KHMBaeT CMepTH”. - s ITOCIEINIHO ocabuia XBaTKy, HO YMyApHUIach BHIPOHUTD
pacdecky. OHa ycTaBUJIach B 3epKaJjo, yTremas ce0sl TeM, 4TO IpUTaXkuBaja CBOY BOJIOCH,

cMoTps Ha MeHs: “Cso Lyii(3), panblue TH He OblNIa Takoi HeyKioxe#. UTo ¢ To60M cerogHs He
Tak?”

Korpga kpacaBulla cepaniach, ee MUHAAJEeBUAHbIE TJIa3a PaCIIUPSIIUCh, a YIBI0Ka CTAHOBUIIACh



XOJIONHOM. JTO OBINI0 Oecco3HaTeIbHOE AEeNCTBIE, KOTOPOE BEIAABAJIO €€ MEICIH U IPOTUBOPEYUTIO
IIPUCYILIeX ey rpaliy, JOBOJIBHO TPYIHOU [AJd ITOApaXKaHus. f OONro CTosjia Ha KOJIEHSX Ha 3eMIle,
IIPUHSAB CMYIIEHHEIN BUL.

“KOHas rocmozxka co0upaeTcs BO ABOPEL], YTOOLI CTaTh UMIIEPATPHIIEH, II03TOMY Ballla CITyKaHKa
IIpOfioJIZKasa oyMaTh 0 Bac. {1 6010Cch, 4TO y MeHs 0osblie He OymeT IaHca CIyKHUTh BaM.”

9Ta rocrozxa poguIach KpacuBoi, HO o06agasa repouYecKuM HaKJI0HOM OpoBei, peko
BCTPEYAIOIIUMCS Y APYTHUX XKeHIIWH. Ecu Ob OHa 3aHMMaach JejlaMy BHYTPEHHETo IBOPa, TO,
BEPOSITHO, CTana OBl 0OUeHb UCKYCHOM. B KOHIle KOHIIOB, KeHIIMHA UMIIepaTopa A0JIKHA ObITh KEM-TO
C KaleslbKou cMernocTu. Tak g myMariia Ipo cebs, fepkKa rojoBy CKJIOHEHHOM!, TallKOM OIIYTIHIBasl CBOU
pykaBa. Ho oHa Ha caMoM fiejie CXBaTHJIa MEHS U 3aT0BOPUIIA, YIIHIOASICE.

“TonbpKO TIOCMOTPH Ha ce0sl... 4 yxKe MOroBOpHUiIa C OTI[OM, YTOOH MHE B3SITh C COO0M HECKOIBKUX
ciyr. Bce oBOpIIOBEIE €BHYXM CTPAHHBIE U YOTIOPHEIE, ¥, KOHEYHO, HY OfHA M3 IPUABOPHAIX IaM He
OymeT Tak 6/113Ka KO MHe, KaK ClTyKaHKa U3 MOero fomMa.”

Bce moe nurio 6b110 HaloJIHEHO 671aroJapHOCThI0, KOTfia S IocjiefjoBala 3a ee JBUKEeHNEM DPYKHU,
yTOOBI BCTaTh. 3aTeM 51 TUXO 3aroBopuiia: “Ha camoM gese, BaM He HYKHO IPUYUHSATEL ceOe TaKue
HeynoOcTBa. KOHOM rocmoxe Takke He HyKHO OyfeT 0eCIIOKOUTHCS O TOM, UTO IIPOUCXOAUT BO
neopue.”

OHa yOouBIIEHHO ITIOCMOTpEJIa Ha MeHS.
4 BRITaImMIa PyKy U3 pyKaBa ¥ pacchiaia el 110 JIMIy OrIylaomuil nopomok. Ha Moem nutie Oviia

mpocTas yaei0Ka, Kora s HeTOpoIIuBo gobuia ee: “IloTomy 4ro...”

“...s coOMparCch CTaTh TOM, KTO BOWIET BO mBOpeIr”.
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BHyTpu mBopIa.

“BrnaronpusTHEIM Yac HacTan!” - pa3pmasncs CHapyXKu I'ojioCc eBHyXa.

B rny6rHe KOMHATH KeHIIWHA MITKO TIogHsIa OpOBH, TaKas Xke CIIOKOWHAs ¥ HETOPOIIJIMBas, Kak U
panbie. Crabblit yTPEHHUM CBET MTafiajl Ha ee Telo. bpoBu, mogo0Hble 3TUM... HATIOMUHAIN MpPayHble
JIUCTBSI BB, U KOTAA OHU XMYPUJIUCE, TO BbIJaBaJid YyYBCTBA 3TOM B OCTAIbHOM KU3HEPaAOCTHOU
neBywky. OHa oOnafaja reponYecKUM HaKJIOHOM OpOBeii, KOTOPHIN PeIKO BCTPeYaeTCs y OPYrux
JKeHIMH. Korfa oHa mofHs/a pyKaB, TOHKKE ITablibl KOCHYIUChH €€ BUCKOB, ClIerKa 3ap0oxXKas.

Ctos mepen 3epKajioM, s TIIaTeIbHO IIPOBeJia PyKOii 110 CBOEMY JIXIly, Habupas HEMHOT'0 pyMsH Ha
yKasaTeJIbHbIH 1anel], 4To0b HaHeCTH Ha I'yObl. VX 1[BeT ObUT HaCHIIIEHHBIM, TPa3gHUYHO KPACHEIM.
HekoTopoe BpeMs CIyCTsI, KOTAa 5 3aKOHYMJIa CBOM IIPUTOTOBJIEHNUS, B XKeIToX OpPOH3e 3epKaia
TIOSIBUJIOCh HE3HAKOMOe Ju1i0. YTo KacaeTcst 0coObl, IpefHa3HaYeHHOM CTaTh UMIIEPATPULIEH, 5
cIpsTana ee IO KPOBaThlO B OMe TeHepasia. BeposiTHO, OHa Bce ellle Obla 6€3 CO3HAHUS.

BrnaroBonus ObIIM XOPOIIET0 KaYeCTBa, OHYM 3aCTaBJISIIN JIIOAeH 0CIa0nsaTh OMUTeIbHOCTh. BObixaHue



9TOTO 3alaxa B TeYEHHE MIMNTEIbHOTO BpeMeHHU (GaKTUYEeCKH MCTOIIAJIO CUIB YeJI0BeKa, MOKa OH He
CTAQHOBHUJICS CIIUIITKOM Cj1a0, YTOOB! Jazke M03BaTh Ha IIOMOIIb. BEIIO JIETKO IMOgpakaTh OCaHKe 3TOH
TOCIIOZKY ¥ KOIIMPOBATh ee JHI0. YTO KacaeTcs ee rojoca, MHE ITPOCTO HYKHO ObII0 m0OaBUTh
MSTKHE CJIOTH PeyHu JeBYIIEK C I0Ta ¥ UX MaHepy roBOpUTh. Bce elrle ObI/I0 Ype3BHIYANHO TPYAHO
TOYHO UMUTHUPOBATh €€ TOH PEYHU, HO ¥ MeHs He ObIII0 BO3MOXKHOCTH Y3HaTh, HACKOJIbKO XaHb
LI3prayaHb OBLT 3HAKOM C 9TOM XKEHIITUHOM.

Y MeHs Bce elnle ObIT KaKOR-TO 3aTSIKHOM CTpax, KOT{a 51 BCIIOMKUHANA, KaK yKpasia J0IXKHOCTh
MMIIEPaTPULLl Y AOUYEPHU reHepana. f TOMhKO YTO 3aKOHUYMIIA ITOAIPAaBIATE MAacKy O I, Koraa
Maneusku#t JIu... HeT... ... Tellepsd g NoJIKHA Ha3wBaTh ero ['maBaeiM EBHyxoM JIu. KaxeTcs, oH
BEXKJIMBO BOIIET KaK pa3 BOBPeMs, IIOCJIEe Yero Mo3BaJjl IPYIILY Jtofgel, YTOO OTBECTH MEHS K
majaHKuHY. [laXe [OCe 9TOTO MBI He YIIUIM Cpa3y, a 3afepKaluch Ha HEKOTOpoe BpeMs. A TOIbKO
CTIBIINIAJIA, KAK OH 00OMEHUBAJICS BEXKIMBEIMU, HACMELITUBEIMU JTI00€3HOCTSIMU C reHepanoM. 1
3aTeM... I CMYTHO IIPUIIOMHUHAI0, KaK MHI YIIUIM Yepe3 CeBepHbIe BOPOTa.

“10 000 6marocnoBenuii anst Bamero BeicouecTBa”. - MpopBascs rojioc CKBO3b MOU MEICTH. £
mpuIia B ce0s ¥ yBUOeNa MPUABOPHYIO aMy, IIPUBETCTBYIOIIYIO MEHSI C HOCOBEIM IIJITATKOM B PYKE.

Barie BricouecTso...

MHe ellle gaxe He IIPUCBOUJIN TUTYJI, HO OHA BCE €llle IIPUBETCTBOBAJId MEHS TaK €CTECTBEHHO.

“BrnaronpusiTHLIM YacC HacTall, TakK 4YTO Ballla ClyXKaHKa IToMOxKeT BaiieMy BeicouecTBy
repeoneTsCs”.

4 0CcTOPOXKHO MOAHSNIACH CO CTYJa, MO€E JIMII0O HAUYEro He BhIpaxaslo, II0Ka OHa YMHEIBala U OfleBaja
MeHS... KaK 0Ka3aJIoCh, KpacHbIe IlepeMOHUAJIbHEIE OfIeXKIbl, PAa3/I0KEeHHEBIE TTePeno MHOM, ObLIH
TOYHO TAKOT'0 Xe IMOKPOSsI, KaK U Te, KOTOPHIE 5T IPUMePsiyia PAHbIIe OIS BEICOKOIIOCTABIEHHON
MMIIePaTOPCKOM HaJI0KHUIIBL. TOIBKO BHIIKBKA ObIJIa APYTOH, C TOPa3ngo OOJBIINM KOJTUYEeCTBOM
(HEeHUKCOB U 30JI0THIX, BBIIITUTHIX OMCEPOM OPAKOHOB.

4 He cMoOrIa yaepXaTbhCs OT U3[AeBaTeIbCKOr0 CMexa.
O yeMm UMeHHO AyMman XaHb LI3b4yaHs...

H3HayvasnbHO g gyMalia, 4YTO Yy Hero ecth yyBcTBa K ®aH Xya. Temneps, korga ®an Xya ymupar, oH
[oaxke He IMOTPYOUIICS Y3HATH O HEM... M BCe Xe, OH 1103Bosiu1 PaH Xya KUTh OMHOMY BCE 3TU T'OIHL B
€ro XO0JIOOHOM U IIyCTOM [IOME.

YTo KacaeTcs TOro, KakK OH OTHOCHJICS KO MHe, TO paHbllle s AyMajia, 4YTo OH 00Ut MeHsa. Ho Korma
MeHS YKpaJii U3 JIBOPIla, OH BCE ellle MOT KUTh CBOEH XKU3HBIO, KAaK ¥ PAHbIe. ITO OBITIO0 OB
HOPMaJIbHO, ec/ii 6bI OH HUKOTO He ITOCHITIAN UCKAaTh MEHS, HO Tellepb eMy BOPYT 3aX0TeI0Ch
JKEHUTHCS Ha 9TOM mMmepaTpuile? Kak cMemHo.

OmOvH 3a OPYTUM CIIOM OJeXKIHl JaBUIM Ha MEHs [0 TeX I0p, II0Ka MHEe He CTaJi0 TPYAHO OhImaTh. C
KOPOHOU (heHMKCa Ha MOe ToJIoBe Haxke ee Koxka 0oJesnia. Y XKeHITUHEL B 3epKasie Orlna 6enas Koxa
U SIPKO-KpacCHEIE TYORI, OT €€ TYMAaHHOTO KPaCHOTO OTPazKeHusT UCXOAWIIa JIUKyoinas aypa. Ho oHa He



OBlJTa KeM-TO, KOT'0 51 3HaJa.

KTo-TO mOMOT MHE CECTh B KapeTy UMIIEPATOPCKOT0 peHrnKca. OTOT MaJlIeHbKHUHM eBHYX OBLI ropa3no
Oornee BCTPEBOXKEH, YEM 5, ¥ TIOUTU CUJION BTSHYJ MeHs BHYTpPb. Kak cTpanHo. BEIJI0 HETTOX0XKE Ha
TO, YTOOBI I0Yh TeHEepasa 0TKa3bIBalach OT 3TOr0 Opaka.

B yem Orina ero mpobnema...

Moe cumeHbe HEMHOTO IMOKA4YHYJIOCh, U 4 YXBATUIIACh 3ad YTO-TO OJIA OIIOPHI, KOTr'a MBI Ha4YaJlx
oBuXeHue. A OTOOBHUHYJIA 3adHABECKH, YTOOBI BRITJIAHYTH HAPYXKY, X YBUEJId 30JI0ThI€ CTEHEI C
KpaCHOI;I IUIATKOM, MIAPOKYIO 1 IIYCTEIHHYIO aJITI€I0 U I'PYIIIY €BHYXO0B, CIIEAYIOIIUX 3d MHOH JIETKMMHU
" TUXWMHU IIaraMHu.

M=l pominy Brityob ABOpIIA.

Korga ®an Xya xkun B XonogHoM [IBopiie, eMy, HOMKHO OBITh, OBITIO TaK OAMHOKO. Kak 51 Moryia maxe
IIOIyMaTh O TOM, YTOOBI OCTaBUThL €ro Torfa? [TOphIB BETPa MPOHECCS MUMO BHICOKUX CTEH, OTSTOIIast
MOe ceppile ropeM. Tak MHOTO XaOTUYHHIX CLIEH U3 MPOIIIOr0 BCIJIEIJIO B MOEM CO3HAHUU....

“Bae BricoyecTBO”. - TUX0 CKa3ajl KTO-TO.

4 He oTBeTHUNA.

)%k

“YBaxkaemas uMIiepaTpula”’. - TPOU3HEC POBHBIM, CUIbHBIM I'OJIOC, ITOCIIE YEero KTO-TO MATKO HaXKall
Ha PYKY, JepKallyio IMTOPHl OTKPHITEIMU. f1 Ipuilia B ce0s ¥ MOAHSIIa Tla3a, YTOOH YBUOETD
ONyyIeIOKY Ha nulle ['maBHOro EBHYyXa JIu: “3TO0 Balll CYaCTIUBHIM AeHb. [Tociie CeTOMHSIITHETO THS
BBI OyZeTe X03S9UKOI 9TUX IIECTH ABOPOB, TaK YTO He [iejlaliTe TaKOro uia.”

Ero HanoMuHaHMe ObIJIO pa3yMHBIM. 1 IpUIypuiack Ha HETo, IOCJIe Yero BhlaBuIa U3 cebs
YIIBIOKY.

[Tocne cerogHsMIHETO OHS THI TAKXKe HE CMOXKEIb HauTH uMIIepaTopa.

“IToxarmyiicTa, IOKa3bIBaTe JOPOTY”.

Pa3nuyHble IPUABOPHEIE AAaMEL IOMOTIJIA MHE BHIUTY U3 UMIIEPATOPCKOM KapeTsl, KOTha s I0JI0XUIIa
PYKy Ha IpeqoXeHHbI pyKas ['masroro Esayxa JIu. OH 1men B 4pe3BEIYalHO TOYTUTENIBHOU
MaHepe, CKJIOHUB T'0JI0BY. BUJ ero HeBO3MYyTUMOI'0 BEIPDAXKEHU JIUIlA [I0BePr MOe JIUI0 B TPaHC.

Manenskuti JIu, Korga MeHs 3a0panu u3 [IBopa [osnroit BecHEl, T, JOJIKHO OBITh, IPUIOXKUI
HeMaJlo YCUIuM, 4YTOORl HaUTU MEHS.

Ot cnyxenus ®an Xya B TOM Xe IBOpPE [0 IOCIEeAYOLIEero CIyKeHnss MHe, a 3aTeM CTaB I'JIaBOU BCEX
€BHYXO0B, YTOOHI CTy2KUTh CAMOMY UMIIEPATOPY, OH IOJHSJICS Ha HOBOILHO OOJIBIIYIO BEICOTY. 7
CJleTKa HaflaBUJla Ha ero pyKas, MOU IaJbIbl YCUIUIIU XBaTKy. OH YOUBJIEHHO IIOCMOTpPEI Ha MEH4,
IIpexke 4YeM CHOBa OIyCTUTh I'OJI0OBY, HE COBCEM IOHUMas.



Pasywmeercs...

¢ He cTaHy BEIBOIUTH T€OS Ha YUCTYIO BOAY. Y MeHS BCe ellle 0CTaBaJIOCh OCTAaTOYHO BPEMEHH,
YTOOBI CIIPOCUTDH caMoro XaHb LI3pruyans. YenoBeK, TBEPAO CTOSAIIKY Ha InaTdopMe BHYTPU
OO0JIBIIIOTO 3aJla, BEPOSITHO, MACT MHE BCE OTBETHI, KOTOPHIE HEOOXOTUMEI.

“Baire BricouecTBo, caemnaiiTe riny0okuli Boox. He HepBHUYalTE». - MATKO cKa3as [7aBHBIN EBHYX
JIu, mogxoms OIuxXKe.

HepBHuuaTh? Moe Teno TPSCIOCh OT BO30yxKaeHUs. A cierka ynblOHyIack U CoepKaia CBoe
K0J1e0Ioleecs: cepale.

“Brl mpuOymeTe 1ociie TOBOPOTa HajleBo. [T0CKOIBKY CETOMHS NeHb Balllel cBagbObl, EBHYXaM BPOMe
Hac He pa3peliaeTcs IoMorath BaM. [Toxanyiicta, OyopTe 0CTOPOXKHEI, Baiie BricouecTBo». - TOBOPS,
Marnenbkuy JI¥ HaKJIOHUIICS BIepPe[, MOCJe Yero OTCTYIIU/I Ha HECKOJIbKO IIaroB. 3aTeEM OH BCTaJl Ha
HEKOTOPOM PACCTOSTHUY, He CIIUIIKOM HajieKo, YTOoOkl HabIiomaTh 3a MHOM. ¢ He MOTJIa OIpPeaeNuTh,
KaKoe y Hero OblJI0 BeIpaXkKeHUe U@, HO 3TO 3aCTAaBUIIO MEHS 3alyMaThCsl.

ITepxkach MpsMO, I OCTOPOXKHO IIOAHSIA TOJIOBY, BEIIIPSIMUIIA CIIMHY U MPOAOJIXKHUIIA UATH. 3a
TIOBOPOTOM CTaJI0 CBETJIO, a IIOTOM... IIOCTIBIIIAIACH 3BYKH MY3bIKK. TaM ObIT KpaCHEIN KOBED,
PACIIUTHIM 30JI0THIMU (eHUKCAaMHU, U BCe OBIIIO TUXO, ECJIM He CUMTATh MY3bIKATbHBIX HHCTPYMEHTOB.
[Tocne TOro, KaK CIyKUTeIb BHYTPEHHET 0 ABOPA IIOCIeI0Bal 3a MHOM, 5 ClIerKa HaKJIOHMIA TOJI0BY,
YyTOOBI IPUTIONHSATH MaHTHIO, ¥ CHeJlajia IIepBhIe IIaryu 110 KaMEHHOM JeCcTHUIle. BOKpyr MeHs
pasfaBa’ics 3BYK COEPKUBAeMOT0 JbIXaHHUs, U BCS CIleHa Obllla TOPKECTBEHHOM U TOCTOMHOM.

durypa Ha BepIIMHE KAMEHHBIX CTYIIeHe! IOCTeleHHO o0pesia Y4eTKOCTh. XaHb LI3kdyaHb MeIJIeHHO
TIOBEPHYJICS, YTOOH IIOCMOTPETh Ha MeHS, ero CiHa Oblyla UeasbHO NPSIMOH... YIEIOKa Ha ero JIulle
Oblyla MHe XOPOIIIO 3HaKOMa, HalloJTHeHHas BHYIIUTEIbHEIMI MaHepaMy MOHapXa U TOHKUMU
BapralXsgMu ero HacTpoeHus. M Bce XKe ero ynei0Ka He KOCHYJIach rias.

BcImoMHUB BCe, UTO OH Cejiajl CO MHOM Ha KPOBaTH JpPaKOHa, ¥ BCe, YTO OH CIIPSITA OT MeHS 3a
3THMM 3aHaBeCKaMH, 3a 9TUM IIPEPHIBUCTHIM [bIXaHUeM, s Obllia BHe cefst OT IPOCTHU. BEICOKO TIOMHSB
TOJIOBY, S yCTaBUIAch Ha Hero. [TomKaTeix ry0 u 6e3pa3Iudus B €ro ria3ax OBUI0 JOCTAaTOUHO, YTOOH!
y MeHs1 3a00J1eu JTaloHMU.

XaHb 1I3b14yans, Hy ¥ 4TO C TOTO, YTO THI IpaBALIUY UMIIepaTop? Tl BCe ellle He B
cocTosHUY MOKPHTL Hebeca Tonmbko cBouMu pykamiu. A, [Ilao Xya, 06513aTeIbHO 3aCTaBiio Te0S
BEPHYTL BCE TO, YTO THI OTHSAIL.

Ou Opocusl Ha MeHSI HaCTOPOXKEeHHBIY B3TJISA/, HO 5 Y2Ke TaBHO CTepJa Ciefibl HaMepeHus yOUThL Co
CBOETO JIHIIa. 3aTeM eTo B3TJIS[ CIyYaiHO COCKOJIb3HYJI C MOETO JIUIlA, KOTIa OH B3SIJICS 3@ MOIO PYKY,
yTOOBI 3aBEPIIUTE IPEeBHUE MPUBETCTBUS, IPUHSITHIE B UMIIEPATOPCKOM moMe. Ero Bricokast purypa
TIOJIHOCTBIO OKyTajla MeHs. Korga s mogHsiia rojioBy, 4ToObl IOCMOTPETh Ha HETO, 51 BCE elle MOTJIa
BUIETDH €T0 PEIINTEIbHOE, KPACHBOE JIUII0 CKBO3b HUTH JKEMUYTa, CBUCAIOIIKE C MOel KOPOHH
dbenukca. Ero muiio 66110 6€CCTPACTHREIM U He BhIPaXKajio HUKAKOM PafioCTH; Ha CAMOM [iejie, OH faxe
Ka3aJICSI HeTePIIeIMBLIM.

910 OBIN YesoBeK, KoToporo ®aH Xya He cMOT Okl 3a0HITh, faxke ecinu Obl yMep. TOT caMblif, KOTOPOMY



OH XOTeJI OTIIPAaBUTh CBO€ TEJIO II0CJIE CMEPTH.

910 OBLN YeI0BEK, KOTOPHIH Mor cracty ®an Xya... MOEro caMoTro IOPOroro YejioBeKa Ha CBeTe.

4 3acTaBuiia ce0st COMMPOTUBIISATHLCS MMOCTOSHHOMY KeJIaHUI0 MPUOYIIUTE ero. Bo mBopIie OBIIO Tak
MHOTO 3KCIIEPTOB BBICOKOT'O YPOBHSI, UTO 5T HE MOTJIa OBITh YBEPEHA, YTO CMOT'y cOeXKaTh C HUM
oTciofa. Tak [I0ITo, KaK 5 CMOT'Y ITPofiepKaThCs M0 HOYH... S cmepaKasa 60/IbIIyI0 YaCTh CBOETO
yOHMCTBEHHOTO HaMEePEHUS U cfellana IrIIy0oKul BOOX, XKejasi, YToOb MOM OpOBHU IIPUHSIIN
0e3MATeKHOE BEIpaXKeHue. MoxkeT ObITh, MOM HEPBHI ObIJIA CTMIIKOM B3BUHYEHH, HO HUKTO HUKOTITIa
He TOBOPHUJI MHE, YTO 3Ta ApPsSHHAS [IePeMOHUS J0JIXKHA Oblyla MPOAJIUTHCS BeCh IeHb. MHe
IIPUXOIUIIOCH TIEPEXOOUTh U3 OMHOT0 MeCTa B IPyroe, ¥ KakK TOJBKO s moOupanach Tyma, MHE
IPUXOIUIIOCH KIITAQHSATHCS, KJIAHSATHCS U ellle pa3 KJIaHAThCA. f maxke He gyMasa 00 3THUX Bellax,
TIOTOMY YTO MOM MyTEIIeCTBUS B MPEOBIAYINNE THU HEe MaBajld MHE BPEMEHM Ha OTOHIX. Temeps MeHs
TIOJTHOCTBIO OJ[0JIeJIa YCTAI0CTh, MOCTATOYHAS JIS1 TOTO, YTOOHI TOYYBCTBOBATH COHIIMBOCTD.

OTH mypalkue oOpsabl, KakK 0Ka3aioch, MIMIKCh C PaHHETO YTPpa J0 3aKaTa. I1ocyie 3Toro Mal
OTIIPABUJIMCH B T'JIABHBIN 3aJT U MTOJIYYUIIU ITOKJIOHB BCEX TPAXKJAHCKUX ¥ BOEHHBIX YNHOBHUKOB. KTO-
TO TIOIePKUBAJl MeHsI, KOTHa i Ia. FMi3HavaabHO s NOJIXKHA Obl/Ia CUIETh PSIOM C HMIIEPATOPOM, HO
s CIIUIIKOM yCTasa, 4ToO0kl o6paliaTh Ha 3TO BHUMaHUeE, ¥ YCTPOUJIACh B OuKalIeM Kpecye
O0THOXHYTh. Kak TObKO MOe Teso pacciabuiioch, MOM HOTH IPEBPATUIKUCh B JKeJle, U s IOKAYHYJach B
CTOPOHY, Mafiast Ha 3eMJTi0. Mos 3agHuila 00JIbHO YOapuiiach O Pe3HOH 30JI0TOM CTYII.

WmnepaTop Opocul Ha MeHs YIUBIIEHHBIH B3I, TJla3a ero ObUTM HeoObYaltHO MTPUCTATbHBIMH.
Yronku ero ry0, Ka3asioch, COMPOTUBIISIIMCE KeJIaHUI0 PacCMesThCs. TOTBKO TOT[Ia 5 pelllusa CecTh
npsiMee, BEIpazkKeHue ero JIMIla CTajl0 HeBEPOSTHO XKEeCTKUM. f1 ITOKOCHIIaCh BHU3, e YNHOBHUK,
OTBETCTBEHHBIH 3a 00PSIIbI, TPOMKO YUTAJI CO CBHUTKA... 3TO 3By4asi0 HEMHOI'O ITI0X0XKe Ha
KJIaCCHYECKUM KUTaWCKUM, HO 5 TIOHSTHS He UMeJla, YTO OH TOBOPHJI, KpOMe XKYKKaHUS JeCATH
TBICSTY KOMApPOB y Moero yxa. Ciyias ero, s Tepsijia TEPIEHHUe.

[Tocne Toro, KaK OH 3aKOHYHUJI YUTATh, Pa3fasics TPOMKHUM KpukK: “IlyCcTh UMIepaTop MPOKUBET
IEeCATh THICSIY U3 NECATHU THICSIY OEeCSATHU THICAY JIeT, yCcTh uMieparpua npoxuset 10 000 u3 10 000,
13 10 000 met”.

KTo-TO CHOBa IIpHUIIEI, YTOOBI IIOMOYb MHE IIOOHATHCA, U 4 MEeJJIEHHO, IIOKa4Y1BasiCh, BbI6paHaCB
HApyXy. TonBKO IIOCTIEe TOTO, KaK S IMOJHIa TOJIOBY, 4 IIOHAJIA, 9YTO CBET CTAHOBUTCA TYCKIJIBEIM. Hebo
Had BEICOKMMH CTEHAMH OBIITO TYMAHHBIM, B3BOJTHOBAHHO-CEPBIM. i He Morna He YYBCTBOBATH
JaBJIEHUA U HEJIOBKOCTH.

HMnepaTopCckuil NajaHKWH XKOaJl CHAPYKU, OKPYKeHHBIN pPsAfaMU KOJIeHOIIPEeKJIIOHEHHEIX CTyT. Mx
cepo-rony0ble OfeXK bl He IIPUBJIeKaNd 0C060r0 BHUMAHNUS, @ UX CKJIOHEHHEIE T'OJIOBHl TOJIBKO
co3naBasiyd KapTuHy 651aro4ecTuBOM peJaHHOCTH. ['pyma nonel oKpyKujla UMIepaTopa, Korua oH
nopoies. MeHs nofaepKuBaja rpymna IPUABOPHBIX faM, HO Ha IOJIIYTH S OCTaHOBUIACh, YTOOR
IIOCMOTPETh, Kyia IIofeBajcs MO COOCTBEHHBIN NaJlaHKUH. B 0TBET UMIIEpaTOPCKUY MalaHKUH
OCTaHOBUJICS IPSIMO IIepefio MHOMH, ero cupsmas Gpurypa 3acioHuna OCTalbHY0 YacTh 3aX0AAIIEro
conHla. TeHb ynasna Ha MeHs, KOTfa s YBUJella CMeCh CBEPKAIOIIUX [[BETOB, KPACHYIO BEPEBKY,
00BsI3bIBaIOIIY0 KYCOK HeoOpaboTaHHOTO HepuTa Ha ero Tajauy, 1 MaHTHUIO, PACUIUTYIO 30JI0THIMU
[IPaKOHaM¥, OCIEIUIAIOUMMY MOY I'/1a3a, KOrga OH IPOTSIHYI PYKY.

HekoTopoe BpeMs s MoJida CTOsiIa, pexae yeM 6ecCco3HaTeNIbHO IOJHSTh PYKY, UTOOHI B3ATh €r0
COOCTBEHHYIO... UTaK, MBI MOTJIA OBl TPOKATUTLCS BMecTe. [TalaHKMH CHOBa IOJHSJIM, HO Ha 3TOT pa3



noe3aka OwUIa ropasno 6o1ee KOMGOPTHOM, HAC JIUIIb CJIeTKa TPsICa0. XOTs BHYTPHU OBLIO
IOCTAaTOYHO ITPOCTOPHO [I/IST OODHOTO YeJI0BeKa, Mbl IOYTH COMPUKACAJUCH MJIEYOM K MJIeYy APYT B
IPYTOM.
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[anekune OBOPLOBLIE CTEHH MEJIbKAIN MUMO, TI0Ka MBI CUfieu B TuinnHe. OH KPenKo AepKaa MeHs
3a PyKy, T7la3a CMOTPeJy BIepen, KOTroa OH HeXKHO [TOTjIakuBajl MeHsI CBOMMU IajblaMu. f
HaxMypuJsia 6POBU U OTBEPHYJIACh, YyBCTBYS OTBpallleHNe, HO He B CHJIaX BHIpa3uTh ce0s. BHe3anHoe
CTeCHEeHUe B MOel TPy CMEHUIIOCH I'TyO0KOM Iedarbio.

Iaxe IIPpO2XUB C HUM BM€ECTE CTOJIBKO JIET, 4 OBl7Ia HE B COCTOSTHUM PaCKyCHUTE €ero.

[Tocrne TOro, KaK MHI BHIIIUIA U3 9KUIIAXKa, MaMa IIPOBejia MeHS B TJIAaBHBIN 3aJT ¥ C 6€CCTPACTHHIM
BHIPAKEHHMEM Ha JIMIle IIOMOTJIa MHE IIePeoleThcs. iMmepaTop He MOCIenoBas 3a HaMH, KakK 9TO
OBLIIO MPUHSTO. ITO OBUIH BeIlly, KOTOPHIE JTIIOIY TOBOPUIIM MHE CHOBA M CHOBA, ITOKA 51 TOTOBUJIACH
B3SITh Ha ce0s1 POJIb UMIIEPATOPCKOM HAIOKHUITEI CAMOT'0 BEICOKOTO paHra. M3 aToro 3aia B TOT 3al
BBI JOJIZKHBI OBLTH TIEPEOAETHCS B TAKYIO-TO OfIeXKMOY, MPOUTH CTOJILKO-TO IIAroB, MOKJIOHUTHCS
oTpeneseHHEIM 00pa30M, a 3aTeM IIepeofeThCs B OPYTyI0 ofexkay... I HUKOTa He mpe/oarana,
YTO MMPUCBOEHUE TUTYJIa UMIIepaTpulle OymeT erne 6ojiee CIIOXKHBIM eI0oM. ¢ o4uIIaaa CBoe Tejo C
yTpa [0 CETOMHSIIHET0 [HS, IT0Ka IIOJTHOCThIO He OHeMea... 3a0yAbTe 0 TOM, YTOORI IPSITATh SIOH B
CBOEM ofiexkne, CO BCeMU U3MEHEeHUIMU B rapfepo0e, KOTOpkle Y MeHS OBIIN, CKPBITh YTO-T00 OBIIO
OBl HEBO3MOXKHO.

Bupsi, Kak IpUABOPHLIE MaMbl BCTPSIXMBAIOT CHATHIE C MEHSI MAHTHH, CMOTPST B 3€MJII0, 3aTeM
aKKypaTHO CKJIQ[BIBAIOT MX CHOBA, s HE CMOTTIA ClepKaTh MITKOM yiarOKY. Kak TONBKO 5
IIPENToI0KKIIA, YTO OHU IIPOBEPST BCe, s He B3sijia C COO0M CBOM aCCOPTUMEHT KPOIIEUHEBIX
OyTBUIOYEK 715 MKITI0Ib. C MOMM HHIHEIIHHM YPOBHEM 60eBOro MacTePCTBa, B JII000M CiIydyae, He
OBIJI0 He0OXOMUMOCTH HCIIOIH30BaTh STH BEIIIH.

[TpupBOpHLIE MaMbl BCTAIX HA KOJIEHH BOKPYT MEHS B KPYT, JIOBKMMH OBUKEHUSIMHU CHUMAST C MEHS
YKpallleHusI, B TO BpeMsI KaK s XpaHusa Mojmdanue. OMyCTHUB rj1a3a, s CIIOKOWHO Hafena
IPeI0KEeHHYI0O UMHU OJeXKAY - Ha 9TOT pa3 0esyio, Kak CHeT, MaHTHIO U3 KaKO#-TO pa3BeBaloIIencs
TKaHHU, KOTOpas Oblyla yIUBUTEILHO TEIJION Ha OINyIb. 1 He Morjia He COBUHYTH OPOBU, YTOORI
o0erueHHo B3MOXHYTh. CHAPYXKK JOHOCUIMCH TUXKWE HOTHl MY3bIKH, @ TAKXKe 3BYKH YbET0-TO TIEHUS -
HEMHOTO pa3[pazKalollue.

IIBepu ObLIM pacnaxHyThl HACTEXKE.

Bormnta rpynmna nmogeit, 4ToO6bl pacCTaBUTD ey U (KOHEYHO Ke) BUHO I10 Bcelt KoMHaTe. 4
OTBEPHYJIACh U MOAOLINA K KpOBaTH, IIpexkae 4YeM OfapUTh UX JIEOSHBIM B3TJISIAOM U IIOIIpaBUjia CBOIO
OJleXX[y, YCaXKMBasiCh Ha KPOBATH.

Ceronug OBUI MeHL MOEH CBaILOLL.

U Bce xKe 9T0 OBIIO OJ1s1 IpaBslero uMmneparopa Xaub LI3prayans. Ecnu 651 MOUM XKeHUXOM ObIT Uy,

TO Kak OBl 1 ce0s1 4yBCTBOBaIa BMECTO 3TOTO...

4 He mymato, 4TO OblyTa ObI TAK PABHOMYIIIHA.



Kto 3HaeT, Kak mena y ®an Xya ceiiuac, moma? Eciii OH y3HAET, YTO 5 VIIIa... OygeT U OH
0ecnokouThsCI 000 MHE?

OcgelrieHre B KOMHaTe OBII0 04EHDb TEIIHIM. 3@ 3aKPHITHIMU GyMaroi OKHaMy [BUTAIUCh GUTYPHL B
dbopMe yernoBeKa, U KIAaHSIOMMECS, CKPeOyIecs CIyTy CIeIUITU 3a TeM, YTOOH UX IIaryd ObIIu
npefeibHO JIETKUMHY, KOT[la OHU LI HETOPOIIJIBO, COTHYB Tefla. Moe 3peHre Ha MTHOBEHNE
3aTyMaHUJIOCH, IIOCJIe 9ero S TYIO OIMYCTU/Iach Ha KOJIEHH, MOl pyKa KPeIKO Cxaja TKaHb, I0Ka MO’
nasnblbl He 3a0omenu. @aH Xya, TH HOIXKEH epxkKaThcs. 1 ompeeieHHO PUCKHY CBOEH KU3HbIO,
yTOOBI BepHYTh Tebe XaHb L[3p1yyans...

IBepb u3mana THETYIIUHM CKPUIL.
“Brl Bce CBOOOMHEL”. - TPOM3HEC XOJIOMHBIN U OOMPHIN T'OJI0C.

4 yBupena, Kak nnepen MOMMHU I'la3aMU IIOSIBUJIOCH OflesiHUE C OTTeHKaMy IoJIyMecsla. TKaHb
Ka3ajach Ype3BeIYaHO MITKOM. OH HAKJIOHUJICS, YTOOB CECTb PSIOOM CO MHOM, B TO BpeMS KaK S
IIPUTBOPUIIACh 3aCTEHUYUBOM U OTOJBUHYJIACh.

“¢l 3Hat0 Tebs TakK [JOJT0, HO 5 ¥ He IIOI03peBalt, 4To y TebGst OhIBaeT U TaKOe BhIpaxKeHue nuia’”. -
XaHb LI3p19yaHb IPUABUHYIICS ONIMIKE, ero 3amax OBl MPOXIafHEIM M ocBexkatomuM. OT Hero He
TIaXJI0 BUHOM, HO €T0 CJIOBA 3BYYasId IIOYTH ITbSHO M3-3a TOTO, KaK OH MTO3BOJISLNI ce0e BOIbHOCTH.

4 3amepna.

OH 1010XKuUI PYKY MH€ Ha KOJIEHO, YTOOBI B3SITh MOIO CO6CTB€HHY1§O, IIpexne 9eM MeOJIEHHO YCUIINTDh
XBaATKy. 4 3acTeina, IOOHSB Ilas3a, YTOOBI BCTPETUTHLCA C €T0 I''lta3dMHU U paI[OCTHOI;I YHLI6KOIZ. ,[[Bepb
3d HUM MEOJIEHHO 3aKPHIJIaCh... © CTPAHHOE YYBCTBO ITIOOJHAJIOCE K MOEMY CEDAITY.

“Bare BenuuecTBo, f1...” - OH UCIIOIH30BaJ PYKY, YTOOBI OCTAHOBUTH JBUKEHNE MOUX I'y0, TOHKUE
IaJIbIEl UICTOYAJIM apoMaT XOJIOOHOTO BO3[yXa CHAPYXKU. ITO OBII HE3HAKOMBIY 3alax.

“Tebe He HY>KHO TOBOPUTD CIIUIIKOM MHOTO. 1 yToMum Te6si cerogus”. - Ha nune XaHb 1[3b1uyaHs
ObLJI0 HaIMCAHO U3BUHEHME, KOTTIa OH IIOMHSJ PYKY K MOEH I'0JI0Be, YTOOB CHATH TSIKEJIyI0 KOPOHY
Gbennkca. Cpa3y ke MOU TeMHEBIE BOJIOCH PACCHIIAIUCH I10 Iy1eYaM. B3rnspn ero rna3 3aTyMaHUIICH,
KOTZla OH OOHOU PYKOM OIlepcs 0 KPoBaTh, MPUABUTAsACH Ouxke: “UKIHb JOJNT0 XKAajl 3TOTo AHS .

¢ vcmeITana 4yBCTBO CTpaxa. Mi3-3a ero BHe3aIMHBIX 3aUTPEIBAHUY MHE ObIIO TPYOHO YBEPHYTHCS OT
Hero. C1ioBa, KOTOpbIe OH MTPOU3HEC, OBIIM TBEPALIMU, HO HAIIOJHEHHBIMU KaKUM-TO TTTyOOKUM
CMBICJIOM, KOTZla €T0 PYKH OIyCTUIUCE, YTOOB TOTEPETh MOX BUCKHU. Ero riasa 61yXKmany OT MOUX
ry0 K MoeMy HOCy, MOeMy 10y, MOUM TjIa3aM... KakK eCid Obl OH IIPUKJIEUTICS K MOEMY JIHILY.

“Yno6u0?"

YTo... ©MeJIo 1 3HaUeHue, OBII0 JIX 3TO YOOOHO UK HET, II0YeMYy ero I'0JI0C 3By4all TakK 9POTUYHO,
KOT7la OH TOBOPHUIT?

OH, HaKOHeIl, OCTAaHOBUJI CBOM PYKH, KOTHa CHOBA MPUABUHYJICS, Ha 3TOT pa3, YTOOL BHUMATEJIbHO
OCMOTPETh MEHS, OMYCTUB I'0JIoBY. ETo royoc 6bIT HEXKHBIM, KOTTIa OH 3ar0BOPUIL: “YK3HB(4)
cmpocu, yno6Ho nmu Tebe, Korga g rinaxy Tebe ronoBy. [Ie BUTalOT MbIcu aii¢ai(5)?”



“Bamie BenmruecTBO 04eHb XOPOIIO 00palllaeTcs C HeIsHb(6)”. - HeOIpeaeleHHO CKa3alla s, MOe JIUII0
HUYETO He BhIpaXasio, KOraa s CHOBa IIPUTBOPUIACh 3aCTEHUYUBOU.

Ero yneiOka Oblia TEIJION, KOTa OH IIOBEPHYJICS, YTOOH HAIUTh HEMHOTO BHHA. TYCKJIBIN JKEJITHIN
CBET JIaMIIbl OCBelllas ero GUTypy U fenan cieHy 0co6eHHO HeXXKHOM B CIIafKou, MITKOW aTMocdepe.
U Bce ke 3T0 3penuine 0CKOpOuIo MeHs. XaHb L[3b4yaHb, KeM 5 [OMXKHa TeOs1 cuutaTh? TH Ha
caMoM [iefie Tak oOpallaebCs C JOYEPhIO TeHepana... I0YeMy Thl He MOT IIPOCTO OTHOCUTLCS KO MHE
unu ®an Xya ¢ Takoy ke TemnoToi? [laxe ecnu 3To ObI0 OB BCETO JIMIIb Ha YYTOYKY mobOpee...

...JI0X02Ke, Hallli IOkl COBMECTHOM XKM3HU B 6&M6}7K0B0M JieCy BCe ellle HE MOT'JIM CDABHUTHCA C
JOYEPhRIO 3TOT0 Ir'eHepalla.

4 uCmBITyIOIIE CMOTpENa Ha HEero, pa3kuMasi PyKy, C2KHMABIIYI0 HOCOBOM MIaTOK. Ero Temno 6b1o
rubKKUM U CTPOMHBIM, KaXkKoe MIHOBeHHUe OH Ol mogo0eH MoHapxy. f cobpanack ¢ AyXoM, pexae
yeM Me[JIEHHO BCTaTh C KPOBATH, U 3aKaTajla PyKaBa, MOOHUMAS U IIUPKYIUPYS CBOIO IIH,
IIPUTOTOBSICh K HEOXKHUIAHHOH aTake....

“IToiimeM, BEITIbEM II0 Yallle ¢ YK9HeM”. - cCKa3aJsl OH, BHE3almHo o6opayunBasch. f ORICTPO OTAEPHYIA
PYKY, 4YBCTBY$ JIeTKOe pa3gpaxeHue. OH MOAHSA OPOBb U MONYYIBIOHYIICS, T4 Ha MEeHS:
“TTouemy uMIepaTpHUlla BCTalla ¢ moctenu? Ecnu TH ycTana, Tede clienyeT IOCUOETh ellle HEMHOT0.”

MHe npoTsHynu HeHPUTOBYIO Yallly, HO 5 flepkKajiach Ha PaCCTOSTHUU U OTKa3aach ee B3sATh. OH,
KaXkeTcs, He Bo3pazxaJ, Ho JOOPOIYIIHO pacCMesijics, II0Cie Yero HaKJIOHUJICS U IIPOIIEeNTal MHe Ha
yXo:

“MEI yke MyX U KeHa, HO [[Ta03p, TH BCe ellle TaKas CaepXaHHasa”. - OH CIIOKOMHO CMOTpeJ Ha
MeHS, ynbIbasich, 3padyku ero ria3 ObUIN HEOIUCYEMO TTTyO0KUMH.

4 Ovina mopazeHa. OTOT YeJIOBEK... C KaKUX 3TO IOpP OH 00HAPYXKUJ, 4TO g He No4ub reHepana? C
KaKH{X 9TO II0P OH 3aMeTHuJI BO MHe YTO-TO HEHOpMaJIbHOE"?..

[Toka 51 pa3eBasia CBO¥ poT, He OBIJI0O BpeMEHU CpearupoBaTh, TakK KakK OH CXBATHII MEHS 3a PYKY U
CIIOKOMHO OKYTaJl CBoel Gurypoi. B aToM Tersie 1 3TUX TEMHBIX I'Jla3ax Obllla CKPHITA TalHas
IIPUBSI3aHHOCTh, HACTOJILKO TITy0O0Kasi, UYTO OHA yrpoxkajia paCTBOPUThL MEHS B CBOEM UHTEHCUBHOCTH.
OH npopomxkan 6e3MSITERKHO YILI0AaThCs, HO HEXKHO IIOIeI0BAl MEHS B T'yOHI, KOTOA 3aMETHUJI, UTO 5
BCe elle mpeObIBalo B IIOKE.

“YUK9Hb 3HAET... Tl HEHABUUIIb PAaCCTaBaThCA C YXKIHEM, II03TOMY B KOHIIE KOHIIOB BCE PaBHO
BepHynach OBL.”

)%k

(1) zhang ([J) ] ykaH, KUTalCKas equHUIIA U3MepeHus. 1 yxkaH = 3,33 MeTpa, TaK YTO TPU-UYETHIPE
YKaHa 03HA4YalOT CTEHHI BEICOTOM HE MeHee 12 MeTpoB.



(2) mama (J[J) - mama. He mMaTp, a TepMuH, 0003HAYAIOMINUHN TOKHUITYIO CITyKaHKY, 0OBIYHO
KOPMHUJIUILY.

(3) Xiao Cui (J0) - Csao Lyu. BykBanbHo nepeBoguTcs Kak “ManeHbkuit Hedput”, mpo3suime
CITy2KaHKH.

(4) Zhen ([]) - Yk3Hb, 3KBUBAJIEHT KOPOJIEBCKOTO « MEI», TMYHOE MECTOMMEHNEe UMIIepaTopa Ojs
0003HaUYeHUs caMoro ceos.

(5) aifei () - audain. Jlrobumast HamoKHUIA, UMIIEepPAaTOPCKas HaJOXKHUIIA, PopMa oOpalleHus K
JKeHe.

(6) qieshen () - uemsnb. To, Kak HanoXKHUIA/XKeHa Ha3bBaeT ce0s1, oOpamasich K MyxKy.
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