,]:[Bepb BCe elle CJIeTKa IIOKa4YrBalaCh Ha IIETIIAX, HO YEJIOBEK UCUE3. HGKOTOPOG BpeMs g 0CTaBaJlaCh
OIIIEJIOMJIEHHOM, ITOCTIe Yero IIOCMOTPEJIa BHU3 U 37100HO YIIUIIHYJIA cebs1. Bomnb Oblta y}KaCHOﬁ...

OmubKu He OBII0. OTOT MOX0XKUK Ha beccMepTHOTO YenoBeEK NEWCTBUTEILHO CYIIEeCTBOBA, U €T0
3panu PaH Xya.

Tenepb, Korpga y MeHsa Onina Oonee sicHas TOJOBA, IIepBoe, 4TO 4 COoejiajia, IIpUuad B cebs, - 9TO
OIIyTHUJia CBOE co6CTBeHHOE Teno. CKOJIb3HYJIa 10O OOesJIO X IIOCMOTPEJIa HAaJIEBO X HAIIPABO, JaXKe
pacCmaxHyB CBOIO MaHTHIO OJIsI OCMOTPa. Ty, Moe Teno He YyBCTBOBAJIO 6omnuy, 3yHOa Uik BOCIIAJIEHUA]. ..

Kakoii-To ybOuiilla TalkoM HallajJ Ha MeHS BO ABOPIIE, a 3aTeM IIJIOX0 CIIPABUJICS C TeM, YTOOHI
BBIHECTU MEHS U TPSICTU BCIO 3Ty mopory. Ho y MeHs maxe He ObIJTI0 HUKAKUX CUHSAKOB. KTO-TO yxKe
IaBajl MHE JIeKapCTBO, UK 51 OblIa OT IPUPOJLL HaflelieHa KpenkuM TestoMm? Vnu, Bo3MoxKHO, youiila
B0OOI11e He cOOMPaJICs MPUYNHATH MHE Bpe[l U IPUHSJ MePHl, YTOOH! 3alIUTUTh MEHS...

Ho nouemy on octaBun MeHs Bo3ne noMma ®an Xya?

)%k

9To npaBpa ObIIO CTPAHHO. {1 BEICYHYIIa TOJIOBY M3-1I0f Ofesiyia ¥ rTy00KO B3MOXHYJa. B KoMHaTe
ObLJI0 OYEHBb TUXO, U 3Ta MapIIuBas IITHIA TOXKe yieTesna. 4 ocTanach Ha KPOBATHU U IIOMIpaBUiia CBOIO
I'PSI3HYIO OfleK[Y, OTJIAAbIBast KOMHATY. TaM Obliv 6aMOyKOBEIE 3aHABECKH, Neli3akHas KapTUHa Ha
CTeHe, OTTeHEHHas IIPSMBIMU U BEIPa3UTEIbHEIMU HallMCAHHBIMU CJI0BaMU, KOTOPHIE IIPUaBaju i
onpefesieHHHI mapM. [Toxoxke, X0341H JoMa caM cHeal ee u3 6amM0yKa, U OLIyIleHNe 0T MOUX PyK
ObLIT0... OUEeHb MPUSITHEIM. KaueCcTBO M3TOTOBIIEHUS TaKkKe OBII0 CKPYIIYIe3HBIM.

[Tpotupas riasa, 1 HeOpexkHO Hafena TyQIu U cejla Ha CTYJI, HanuBasl cebe YallKy BOOHI, YTOOH
nonuTh. JTO OblIa IPOXJIafiHas U OCBeXKallas POLHUKOBAS BOMa C JIETKUM IIPUBKYCOM CJIafOCTH.
OTa yamika Owlna cheflaHa U3 TOJICTOM 0aMOyKOBOi TPyOKH, Ype3BhYaHO I'JIafKOM Ha OIIymb. KTo-To
e[lBa 3aMeTHO BhIpe3aJsl Ha noBepxHocTH "®aH Xya", ¥ MO I'yOBl CKDUBUINCEH IIPU BUE 3TOTO.
[TonoxuB ro0By Ha PYKY, g 3afpajia HOTY B BO3OYX U [T0Kadasach Ha CTyJle, Bpalllas I'la3aMu.

3mech Bce OBITIO XOPOIIO, HO He XBaTaslo e[iH.

9toT PaH Xya, 1ox0xXKui Ha beccMepTHOro0 MyKuUrHa, KOTOPHIN BHITJISANEN IPEKPACHBIM, KaK LIBETOK,
He coOHMpasCs MOPUTh MEHS T'OJI0IO0M, BEPHO?

¢ Hapmynach, MpUXKaB PYKHU K IIyCTOMY XKUBOTY, KOTZa IIOMIOI/Ia K IBEPU U OTKPHLIa ee 00eruMu
pykamu. CBepKaloluil COIHEYHEIN CBET Iafiajl Ha 3eMJII0 B CBOEM CHUSTHUH, HacChIIlasi BCe MOe TeJlo.
BEII0 0Y€eHb TEMT0 U JOCTAaTOYHO SIPKO, UTOOLI MHE OBIZIO TPYOHO OTKPHITH I1a3a. MSATKUi MIeaecT
JIUCTHEB COMPOBOXK A/ BHE3AIHbIH TOPHIB MPOXIATHOTO BETpa.

OH Hec ¢ co60ii 3BYK JETCKOTO ToJIoca.

4 moTpsicna royoBoi, YTOOH IIPOSICHUTL 3pEeHKE, HO IOPOXKKa Iepeao MHOU Owlna mycTta. TeM He
MeHee, S He MIPOoIja U HECKOJIbKUX 1IaroB, KaK MO HOTYU Hadajy I0BOPA4YMBaThLCS, a ro0Ba
3aKpyXKunach. {1 omepsack 0 CTeHY, YTOOHI MOMBITAaTbCS B30OOAPHUTLCS, T7la3a Cy3UJIUCh, KOTTa
HECKOJIbKO (UTYP MOSIBUINCH Ha HOPOKKE U CTAIU OTYETIIUBEE.

Y ManbuuKa-nofpocTKa OO ABa BapEHHIX SUIA, 3aCyHYTHIX 3a [Ia3yXy, ¥ OH IOTHpAJ PyKH, Oysd Ha



HuX. "Mom, moMOry OYUCTUTE UX OJII MeHT".

Ipyroy nogpoCTOK, HETOPOIUIMBO LIeJl IIepel HUM, JaXKe He MOTPYAUBIINCE OTJIAHYThCA. "Kak Tak?"

"TloToMy 4TO 51 IPUTOTOBUI SIKilla, Pa3BeJl OTOHb U CIIPATall YIUKUA OT TBOero udy. TEl X04elb CheCTh
UX IIPOCTO Tak?"

"KoHe4HO, HeT". - ocTaHOBUJICA G0jiee Xymou ¥ TOHKUM U3 HUX OBOUX, BEIIEPKAaB Iay3y, Ipexie 4eM
Xpabpo 3aroBOpuTE: "ThHI JOMKEH OYUCTUTh CKOPIIYIY, IpeXkKMe YeM 5 UX CheM".

"T... T-THI, He Tieperubay manky". - Blafenel sgima Obl JOCTaTOYHO 3071, YTOOH TOAGexkKaTh, ero U0
OBbLITO HEXKHBIM U KPACUBBIM, TOYb-B-TOYb KaK Y MaJIeHbKON KOMUYU HEIHEILTHET0 UMIIEPATOPa.

"THl IPUTOTOBUII YKpafleHHEBIE Slla U pa3KeT OroHb, TaK UYTO BHHA BCe ellle Ha Tebe..." - pyrou
Opocuit Ha Hero MPUBLIYHO HETOPOIIUBLIN B3TJIsAM, 3y0acTas ynel0Ka OCBETUIA 9TO TPSI3HOE, TEMHOE
nu11o. 3yOn! ObLIH OYeHb OenbiMu: "9 Moy ckaxy udy mpsmo ceiyac".

"f moumimy uX, s MOYHUINY UX. Pa3Be 9TOro HeMOCTAaTOYHO?" - MaJIeHbKUHM UMIIepaTop OBII
COBEPILEHHO yOpydeH. Korga oH He MOIy4YuI HUKAKOM peaKIuy OT TOTr0, YTO MOTSHYJ APYroro 3a
pyKaB, oH cobpasics ¢ OyXOM U TOIHYJ HOTOH. "B xynmewm ciydae, 1 otoam Tebe oba".

"Ouuian”. - HOHECCS pa3bIPeHHBIN TOJIO0C.

I pyroii OCIYIIHO OILyCTUJ TOJIOBY X OUYUCTUJI, KaK OBUIO cKa3aHO. ONKH C YOOBOJIBCTBUEM Chell
STHIIa, B TO BPpEMs KakK y OAPYroro ObIJI0 BEITSHYTOE JIUI0, HO Ha ero Ty6ax urpasa yibi0Ka, CIIOBHO ObI
OH IIOJIy4as OT 9TOTO Y OBOJIbCTBHE.

4 brIpKHYTa, 9yBCTBYS ce0s Tak, CJIOBHO TIe-TO paHbIIle BUeNa 3Ty 3HAaKOMYIO ClieHy. M Bce ke B
MI'HOBEHHE OKa BO3MyX BOKPYT MEHS 3aCHsJI, ¥ IBOE MOJIOILIX JIIOIeH UCUe3]IH C HOPOKKHU. Mo
Pa3yM BHE3AITHO 3aryfes, ¥ s IOCIeITHO HallpaBUiachk TyOa, Ime oOHM ObITM paHbiie. Korma s
IIOCMOTpeJIa BHK3, TaM He OBIJIO Jaxke cjefa SMYHOM CKOPJIYIIH, YIIaBIIeH TaM paHbIlle.

Heyxenu y MeHs Ha4aJIUCh FaJUTIOLUHAIIMY OT TOJI0fa?

Msrko myn Betep, menects B 6aMOyKOBOM Jiecy. f1 MpoIIack Io KPYTy, Mpexae YeM IMOTHSTh Kyak,
yTOOBI yIapuTh cels 1o romose. Kakoe HecuyacTre. [Toxoxke, 51 ¥ MpaBAa IIPOToIofanach f0 Ipenena.
Temepb caMBIM HEOTIIOXKHBIM [IEJIOM OBIJIO HAIIOJTHUTh MOH KeJTyIoOK.

¢ BTSIHyJa BO3MYyX, MEOJIEHHO TI0OBOPAYMBasiCh, YTOORI TOCMOTPETD Ha pa3Hble KOMHATH. HekoTopoe
BpEMS S OCTaBaslaCh HETIOOBUKHOM, ITpeXKe YeM UHTYULIKS 3aCTaBUJIa MEHS TOJIKHYTh
OTIpefieIeEHHYIO IBePh U 3aT/ISHYyTh BHYTPb. Jif, 3HaeTe 4TO... 1 yragasia IIpaBUJIbHO.

qa Ij1a4y, IIj1a4y Cjie3aMHt PagoCTH.

[TpockoJIb3HYB Ha KYXHIO, 5 TIOMHSIA KPHILIKY KaCTPIONIU, YTOOH YBUAETh... HU4ero. Mos pyka
Tnomymnana BHyTpu. Ha Moux pykax He TOJIbKO He OBITIO Macila, HO Jaxke oceJl oM nbutd. Mou 6poBu
IPOTHYIH, U 5 IPUCeNia Ha KOPTOYKY, YTOOBI B3TISTHYTh.



OTnu4HO, TaM Oaxe He OBIJIO OTHS OIS IIJIATHI.

2KeCcTOKOCTB ITPOCTHPAsach faxe Tak gajeKo... ITOT I0X0Kui Ha beccMepTHOTO YenoBek, OH
IEeNCTBUTENHHO MIJIaHUPOBAJl 3aMOPUTH MEHS T0JTI0O0OM 10 cMepTu? 4 Bcerma Oblyia UeI0BEKOM,
KOTOPHIN JI0OUIT IT0ECTh, ¥ I MHOTO eJ1a. Bo IBOpIle MHe HUKOIa He MPUXOOUIOCh TaK CTPafaTh.
Ecnu Gl y MeHs ObLT BEIOODP, KaK YMepeTh, 51 Obl HUKOTHA He BeIOpasa roJIofHYI0 CMEpPTh.

Bpewms mopkuMaro, moka s 06bICKMBasia BCIo KOMHATY B IIOMCKaX €[bl, laXke OTKPHIBas MIKadhl B
cBoel oxoTe. Kpome [Byx uin Tpex pa30UTHIX MUCOK C HEOCTAIOMIMMU KyCOUKaMy, BHYTPU HUYETO
He Ob110. YT0 00bIuHO €1 ®an Xya? CresHl...

Mou 1aru mpoHoJIKaIuCh, TI0Ka 5T He 0CTAHOBUIACH, YTOOH TONO3PUTENIBHO OTJIsIAeThCs. I[logHsB
T'0JIOBY, MOM HOC BTSIHYJ BO3[YX, II0Ka He YJIOBUJI YyIEeCHBIM apoMaT 4ero-To BKycHoro. Coep:KuBast
CJIIOHH, 51 HEBOJIBHO ITOCJIE[OBala 3a 3alaxoM, TIOBEPHYJIa HaJIeBO 3a YIoJl, IT0Cjie Yero HaTKHYJach
Ha BHICOKYI0 QUTYPY, CTOSIIYIO ITepel 3[MaHueM.

Kasasnochk, OH XKmal MEeHs U IOoWMal, KOTHa MBI CTOJIKHY/IKCh. Ha 9TOT pa3 s mMOgHsIIa TONOBY, YTOORI
OJlapUTh ero yNbIOKoii, KoTopas Obljla He COBCEM YIIBIOKOI, 110 MOel CIIMHe ITpo0ekal XOJIOMoK, a
KOzKa I'0JIOBBI OHEMeETIA.

JIuiia aToOro YeynoBeKa ObIJIO IOCTATOYHO, YTOOH CBOEM KPAacoTOM HaBliedyh Oe[ICTBUE Ha CTPaHy U ee
Hapof. [Jo6aBbTe 3TO K POOUHKE Y €r0 I'Ta3a, ¥ OH CTAHOBUIICS elle 6onee co6ma3HuTENbHEIM. Eciu
OH He ynwI0asncs, oH 0wl mogo6eH beccMepTHOMY, HO OfIHA €r0 yNIbIOKa MOTJIa IPUYUHUTE O0JIbIlIe
371, 4YeM KaKOH-HuOyab yKaCHBIN 37107€el.

"THl HOCTATOYHO OCMOTPENAch?" - OfHA U3 ero PyK 0OHsIIa MeHs 3a TajIuio, ero OpPOBU Clerka
TTPUTIONHSITUCE, TPEKIE YeM OH OIYCTHII TOJIOBY, YTOOHI 3aTTyUINTh 0UePEeTHON Kallleh.

... 9TO BEIPaXKE€HHe, 4ero Ou CMYU.IaHCH?

4 MmUPOKO OTKPHIIa I'1a3a, 4YToOk OTKPOBEHHO YCTaBUTLCS HAa HEro, pex/e YeM MOoHsIa, YTO Hallla
HBIHEIIHSS CUTyalus Oblla HEYMECTHOU. ¢ Me[IJIeHHO CJI0XKHWJIa JIafloHU B 3HAK IIPUBETCTBUS:
"TonbKo 4TO s ocKopOuna Teds". 4 oTCTymuIa Ha HECKOJIBKO I1aroB, HO HE CMOTJIa YOEPKaThCH,
4yTOOBI CHOBA HE OPOCUTDH Ha HET'0 B3TJISI.

On B3OPOTHYIJI, IIOCJIEe 9eT0 €TI0 I''la3d U30THYJIUCE B IIOJIyMECSIIHI. Ob6a rnasa u 6pOBI/I, KaXeTCH,
IIpearojarajin, 94To OH YJ'IBIGaJ'ICH.

ToNbKO IIOCIIe TOTO, KaK s OTCTYMKIIA, MOM pa3yM MPOSICHUIICS. TOT, KTO iep:Kal MeHs B O0BATHSIX U
6e3myMHO eI ToQy 3a MOel CIIUHOM, ToYeMy s OBIIa..

Kak raycHo.

®an Xya onyCcTUI TON0BY, YTOOH! YIIEIOHYTHCS, 32CTaBUB MEHS 3aCTHITh HAa MeCcTe. BpeMs, Ka3anocs,
ocTaHoBUI0Ch. OH HAYETro He TOBOPUJI, Jla U MHe Hedero OblJI0 cKa3aTh. S Opocusa Ha HeTO YHBIIBIN
B3TJISIM, HO TOJIBKO KOTHAa MO B3TJISIT OMYCTUIICS, ST 3aMETHJIa YTO-TO B €T0 PYyKe... Yallly, JIeXKalIyo

Ha €ero JIaJOHH.

Cxka3zaThb II0 IIpaBle, ero BHEIIHOCTh Oblyta 60Jiee BRIAIOMIENCs, 4eM Mosi. Ero BepxHsis ofexaa Oblia
(bHOIEeTOBOY U OYEHB INTETAHTHOMU. [laxe ecnu Obl OH IepzKall B PyKaX HUYTOXKHYIO Yally, KPaCUBHINA



YyeJioBeK Bcerga obaman OBl Irpaleli KpacuBOIo YejloBeKa. Y PyKH, OepaKaBIlen Jamury, Obiiu
IJIMHHBIE 3a0CTPEeHHBIe MaJIbIlEl, T0X0XKHNe Ha HeoOpaboTaHHIM HeQpUT, KoTopkie Ha hoHe hapdopa
BEITJISIIENY ellle KpacruBee U IIpo3payvyHee.

¢4 mopmHsiNa TONOBY ¥ MPHHIOXanach. UTo OH JepKai B pyke?

®aHn Xya IIOCMOTpPEJ Ha MeHS C yIIbIOKOM, IEPEMECTUB TeJl0, YTOOK OCTAaBUTh CBOOOTHOE
IIPOCTPAHCTBO. [J0CTaTOYHO yIOOHO, YTO 3TO Hayio MHE 6eCIPEensITCTBEHHEIM 0030p CTONIA BO
BHYTPEeHHE} KOMHATe, YCTaBJIEHHOTO TEIIkIMU Omtofamu u 6eneiM pucoM. Moe 6marogapHoe
M3yMJieHue ObLI0 BEI3BAHO TE€M, UTO MEHST HEOXKHUIAHHO CIIAC/id U3 OTYasHHOM cuTyauuu. [locmie aTou
BCIIBIIIKY PAfOCTH BKJTFOYHUIICS Pa3yM, YTOOb CIEPKATh MO TIOPHIBEL, ¥ S C COMHEHHEM IIOCMOTpesIa
Ha Hero, Mpexe 4eM OTIPSIHYTh, KaK OIIeTUHUBIIUNCS XK.

9T0 OBIIIO OYEHB ITPOCTO...

ITOT YeJIoBEK CTPAHHO OTHOCHIICS KO MHe. OH He oOpalajzcs O MHOM X0JI0JHO, He TPUMacHUYal U
He XMYPHJICS, CTOS JIUIIOM K JIUIY CO CBOEM COTepHUIel B 100BU. BMecTo 3TOT0 OH OB HOOPHIM U
papymiHeIM. OTa KOMHaTa Oblla elle 60ee CTpaHHON. BpeMeHaMu nepeq MOUM BHYTPEHHUM B30pOM
BO3HHUKAJIU HepeasbHble 00pa3kl, 1 MOU T'JIa3a 3aCTHIIA Ha TOW OBIMSIIENCS ropsyed MUCKe IoCe
TOTO, KaK s1 00JIbIlIe HEe CMOTJIa 3TOT'0 BEIHOCHUTb...

A IIPOTJIOTUJIa CIIIOHY. Tak dPOMATHO... 3TO PA302KTJIO MO aIllleTUT Oaxe OoJsbllle, YeM Ha
I/IMHepaTOpCKOI;I KyXHE, HO HE OBIJIO HUKAKUX FapaHTHfI, 49TO OH HEe I[OﬁaBI/IJ'I t-ITO-HI/I6YJZI,'I> BHYTPb.

BeI momKHEI OBITE OMUTEITHHEL BO BHEIITHEM MHPE.

"¢l maBHO He TOTOBUJI, TAK UTO He 3HAl0, IIPUETCS i1 3TO Tebe 1Mo BKYCYy". - IPOCTO CKa3all OH,
3aKaThIBas pyKaBa U MPOTSATUBas MHE MUCKY, KOTOPYIO iepXkaJl B pyKe. Y MeHs He OblI0
BO3MOXKHOCTH OTCTYIUTH, HO S yIlaja Ha 3agHUIy Ha IIOpOTe ABEPH, OLIYTUB Pe3Kyio 60/1b. YeiOKa
MCKa3uJja ero YepTHl, 3aCTaBIsIsI MEHS HEPBHUYATH elrle 0oJIbIie.

Ota ynwi0Ka...
Haxe u3rub ero ry6 OB CTPAHHBIM.

"Y Te0s Bcerma Takas 0€CTOJIKOBas rojioBa". - OH IIOMOT MHe IIONHATLCS Ha HOT'H, [IOMOTast
IIPUCJIOHUTHCS K OIBEPU U ONHOBPEMEHHO HAKJIOHSSCh, YTOOI BHITEPETH IIBIIb, OCEBIIYI0O Ha MOEM
nutie. Mou OPOBU BHICOKO ITOMHSIITHUCE.

Y... 4-4yTO OH Hejaert, I O0ICE...

OH He 3aBs13aJT BOJIOCH, ¥ IIPSIIH BOMOIAA0OM HUCIIAHaIK eMy Ha Imnedn. HeckKonabKo myden
COJTHEYHOTO CBeTa MPOOUIINCH CKBO3b OKHA U O0CBETUIH ero. OHM JeHCTBUTEIIBHO 071arOBOIHIN
TAKOMY X0JI0OHOMY U 6e3pagoCTHOMY 4ejIoBeKY. B3BoslHOBaHHas, 51 IePeBOANIIa B3TJISAM, II0Ka MOU
rJla3a He OCTAaHOBMIIMCH Ha efie Ha CToJIe.

Ecnu 51 mpaBuiIbHO MMOMHIO, KOTHa S Tpo0paack Ha KyXHIO, BCe KaCTPIOIN U MUCKHU OBITM TTOKPBITHI
IIBITBI0. DTO MOJI0XKEHUE Jiesl ObIJI0 HACTOILKO IIJTAYeBHBIM, UTO Y MEeHSI He XBaTUJIO OyXy OoJbIie
CMOTpeTh. B X0/1ogHOM IIKTe, IT0X0XKe, PaHbllle He OBIJIO OTHS MJIN KaKUX-TH00 MIPU3HAKOB TOT0, YTO
€€ UCII0Ib30BaIH [IJIs IPUTOTOBIEHNUS MUY, Toraa... OTKyHa B3sIKUCh 3TH O1oa?



B03MOXKHO 1M, 4YTO 3TOT YEIOBEK ymen KOJIAoBaTh?!

"Uto He Tak? TBoe nuI0 Takoe OnenHoe, TeOe IIe-To HeXOPOoIIo?" - OH IIPOSBIISA TaKyio 3a00Ty 110
OTHOIIEHMIO KO MHe. Korma oH MOOHS PYKY, OH He 3a0blsT 0TEepeTh MEHST PyKaBOM, ¥ CHOBA KOCHYJICS
YQIIIH.

Ot 3TOr0 Yy MEHs Mypallky no0exkanu 1o Koxe...
"“TBl IPUTOTOBUII BCE 3TO JIMYHO Ha KyxHe?"
"MIMenHO Tax".

¢l mopmHSsIMa TONIOBY, BIIISIOBIBASICH B €TI0 J0OPOoXKeIaTeIbHOe BEIpaXKeHMe JIUIa, YIIHIOKY, KakK Y
YyeJi0BeKa, TOTOBSIIEr0Cs TOMOYb HYKAAIOUMMCS U 130aBUTh BCEX CYIIECTB OT My4eHU#. MHe 3T0
II0Ka3aJI0Ch OYEHb ITION03PUTEIHHBIM. BB T 3TOT YeloBeK 3[eCh [ TOr0, YTOOH BEI3BATh ¥ MEHS
PacCTPOMCTBO KeNMyaKa C TIOMOIILI0 CBOETO MUIIEBOTO KOJIHOBCTBA, UITH IBITAJICS OTPABUTH MEHS
CEKPETHBIMHU TTHITIOJISIMU ?

ToT, KTO OBIT HEOOBSICHUMO 3a00T/IHB, 0OBIYHO CKPHIBAJI 3]TbIE HAMEPEHMUSI.

B pesymnbrate g o0olia BOKPYT HETro, YTOOH OIIEHUTh ero 3aHOBO. f He Obiyla 6/1M3Ka ¢ HUM U 1IOCye
paccenoBaHus IPONIIIOro... Mamenbkuit JIu cKa3as, YTo S BCeTa CIIyKuja psgoM ¢ HuM. [Toka oH
ob11 B XonomHoM [IBOpIIe, S yKpasa UMIlepaTopa U ycTpousa HeGobIyio IpaMy, Ipexye yeM
OpOoCUTH €T0 U YCKOIb3HYTh. HUKTO HUKOTIa He HaBOAUJ HUKAKUX CIIPABOK, HECMOTPS Ha €ro [0/Iroe
npeOrBaHuE B XonmogHoM [IBopiie. Bosnee unu MeHee, BeposiTHO, Ha MHe JieXKaJjla BUHA.

OH pmonkeH OB ObI TPE3UPATh MEHSI, HO Telephb OH CTOSIT IePeN0 MHOM C MAToYKaMu /IS eIkl U
MECKO¥ B PyKax, Ka3ajaoCh ObI, B PACTEPSTHHOCTHU. 4 pelluia MoJ0XKaaTh ¥ IOCMOTPETh. ITOT
roconuH Xya, C TEX IIOP Kak 5 IPOCHYJIACk... OH BeJl ce6sl HeeCTECTBEHHO CTPaHHO. UTo KacaeTcs
eibl, KOTOPYIO OH ITPUTOTOBHUII JIMYHO... JOJIKHA 5 ee eCTh WU He HOJIKHA?

9ta mo6poTa 3ac/yXKuBasia CepPbe3HOr0 PACcCIeNOBaHuUS.

Ha camowMm fiene, y MeHs1 Oblyla TMYHOCTD, KOTOPas 00KIIa MATKOCTh U 0057Tach CYPOBOCTH.
BrIpazkasich ByJIbrapHO, 51 Obljla HU3KOMPOOHOH memieBKoi. Korga st He Oblyia TOJI0OOHA WA KOTHA S
OblTa TOJI0IHA, HO 00si7Iach €CTh, ¥ 3TUX ABYX THUIIOB JIt0[ei OBIJIO IBa COBEPIIEHHO Pa3HBIX CrIocoba
001IeHUST CO MHOM.

Ecnu Gbl 9T0 OBLT UMIIEPATOP, OH OBl IPUTBOPHUIICS, YTO HE CIIBIIIKUT BCEX MOUX OTKA30B, U HAKOPMHUIT
OBl MeHs U3 MUCKH. YeM OojbIne s OBl 0OTKA3kIBaIaCh, TEM CYACT/IMBEE OH OBITT OBl KOPDMHUTH MEHS.
[ToToM oH mepkan OBl MEHS B CBOUX OOBSATHUSX U TJIQAUII TO TYT, TO TaM, ITOKa 51 He u30aBysAIach OT
3a00T ¥ He 3MHUIIaCh BIIOJIOBUHY MEHbIIE. ITO ObIIO CPOIHU TOMY, YTOOB CHavasa YOapUTh MEHS
BHYIIUTEIBHON TIaJIKOH, a 3aTeM M300pa3uTh IPUMUPEHKE, YTOOB B3SITh CUTYALIMIO 10T KOHTPOJIb,
O4YeHb II0X0XKe Ha TO, KaK OH OCIIapHUBAaJI BJIAaCTh Y CBOMX BACCAJIOB.

Ho ®an Xya psimoM co MHOM ObIT HaMHOTO Msrde. OH OTCTaBUII MUCKY C PUCOM B CTOPOHY U CeT,
yTOOBI TOCMOTPETh Ha MEHs, Ipexkae 4eM yiTu. KakuM-To 00pa30oM OH BEPHYJICS C OOIBIION MUCKOM
TYILIEHOTO MsICa, IBHO YYBCTBYS ce0si OUeHb MOBOJILHEIM, KOTIa IPOTSATHBAN ee MHe. Korga g He
B3siJ1a MHCKY, OH IIOBEPHYJICS, YTOOLI BRIMBITH ITAJIOYKU KUIIITKOM, ITPeXKIe YeM MOT4a IMOCTaBUTh
BCe Tepeno MHOM.



qa B3rJIdHYJIa Ha HETO. [Taxmo 3TO COBEPIIEHHO BOCXUTUTEJIbHO, U JaXKe OBIIIO MSICOM...

Kak O®l 51 HM cTapasiack CoepkuBaTh cebsi, MHe OBIJIO TPYIHO GOPOTHCS CO CBOMM alllleTUTOM. f cpa3y
JKe TIPHUIIUIa B BOCTOPT U IepecTasna 0eCIIOKOUTHCS O CITUIITKOM MHOTHX Belllax. Kak camMoHamessHHBIN
CTapeWIHa, 5 3aKaTajla PyKaBa U HETeprenuBo Habuia poT. [Ipexk/e yeM st OTIIpaBuiia ero B poT,
TIOCJIeMHSIST HUTh PaIlMOHaIbHOM MBIC/TH pa30ynuiia MeHs. ¢ momHsiyia 6POBU U IPUCTAJIBHO
IIOCMOTPeJIa Ha HETo, IPeX/e YeM MOJI0KUTh CBOM KYCOK B €T0 TapeJKy.

OH...
... TPOOIKAJT 0OTBOPAYUBATLCS OTTY[a, COCPEIOTOYEHHO TS Ha MEHS.

4 xecToM IIpenioxuiia eMy CbeCThb 3TO.

OH ocTaJsiCcsl TaKUM XKe, KaK U Ipexe.

4 roBOpIO... €CTIX OH CaM 9TOT0 He eI, KaK MOTjla OCMENIUTHCS g7

Takum 06pa3oM, s OT/IOKMIIA TTAJIOYKHU [JIS e[bl ¥ CKOIIMPOBaJia UMIepaTopa, 6e3pa3nuyHo MaXHYB
PYyKoO#, Kak OyATo nmpuka3kiBasi ManmeHbKoMy JIu yOpaTh efly. 9To ObUT He ABOpPEI, TaK YTO, KOHEYHO,

TaM He ObI0 ManeHnbkoro JIu. f Takxke He MOTJIa IPUTBOPSITECS PAaBHOAYIIHOM, IIOTOMY YTO Ha
caMoM fieie Oblla O4eHb IOJIONHA.

B pe3ynbraTe ®aH Xya OB omiesioMieH. { 4yBCTBOBaa ce0s momaBieHHOu. CIyCTs JOIToe BpeMs 5
CHeXKUIIaCh Ha CTyse, 0OHSB CBOM HOTH, IIOKA OH CMOTPEJT Ha MeHSs, a I CMOTpeJla Ha COYHOe,
MaCJISTHUCTOE MSICO.

OyucTuTe CBOE Cepane U YMEHbIINUTE XKeJIaHu .

3amuminancs oT XKeJlaHus, 3allluilaics OT XKelaHusd. ..
OH Ka3aJsics KpaiiHe Hey0eXIeHHBIM, KOTla B3TJIAHYI Ha MeHs. "He Oynemib ecTs?"
41 mokayarsa rojoBoO.

OH c COMHEHHEM Hp06ypqan YTO-TO, IIOCJIE€ 9ero MOJida BCTaJl, He YOOCTONB MEHS BI3TJIAOO0OM, IIPEXKIE
4YeM YHECTU MSACO U BBI6pOCI/ITB €ro B 6aM6YKOBbIﬁ nec. { Morna TOJIbKO TyIIO CMOTPETh €My B CIINHY.

[Toka s, OIIyCTHUB r'0JI0BY, (haHTa3upOBasia O TOM, KaK IIPUTOTOBUTS €llle TYIIeHOM KPaCHOW CBUHUHEI,
®an Xya BepHYJICS M3 Jieca ¥ OCTOPOKHO HOCTaJI MaKeT U3 MPOMACJIeHHOM 6yMaru, B KOTOPHIN O
3aBEPHYT MUKAHTHBIY 3alleYeHHBINM CIagKui KapToQenb.

[TepemaB ero, OH CO37al HEKOTOPYIO MUCTAHIIMIO MEXIY HaMH, IIPUCEB Ha CTyJIe U IOJI0KUB
1og00POMIOK Ha PYKH, MATKO YIEI0asCh C MPUIIOMHSATHIMU OPOBAME. OTO €T0 BEIpaXKeHHE Ul CTaHEeT
OJHUM U3 MOUX JIIOOUMBIX B OyAyIIleM, HO [Jig YejIoBeKa, He UMEIOIero BOCIIOMUHAHUM, OHO ObIIO0
TOJIBKO Ype3BhIYaliHO y2KaCalol[iM.

Takum 06pa3oM, 5T OCTOPOKHO OTIIUIHYJIA KyCOUeK CIafIkoro KapTodesis i MOJHEeCa ero K ero pTy.



Ero GpoBu COBUHYUCH TaK, YTO IIOYTH COMPUKOCHYIKCH, C BRIpaXkKeHHeM HaMepeHus 60s131I1BO
YKJIOHUTBLCS OT KycouKa. f mymato, 1000¥, KTO BUIEI eT0 PeaKlnio, UCIyTrascs Okl 1000
IIPEAI0KEHHOU UM €[HL...

B pe3ynbTaTe s ocTaBanachk roJI0JHON LENIBIU feHb, HECMOTPS Ha BUJ €[HL.

YTo TaKoe KOHIEIIMS TOJIOfNAaHUs B TeUeHHe 11eJI0oro JHs? DTo OBIJI0 MCIO0JIb30BaHKue O0JIbIIOT0
KOBIIIa XOJIOOHOM KOJIONe3HOM BOMbI, YTOOH YTONKUTh XKTy4yi0 00JIb B 2KHUBOTE, ITI0KA OH HEe ITepecTaHeT
6onets. [laxe xompOa OoJIbIIE TOXOAKIIA Ha IJIaBaHUe, U BHYTPH XKeJTyaKa IJecKanach BOa.

TeMm BpeMeneM ®aH Xya ucue3 HeU3BECTHO Kyfa. f ollynbiBaia CBOM XXUBOT, II0Ka KOBBIIAA K
y6opHoi. [Tocne TOro, Kak mpucesa Ha KOPTOUKH... T HE CMOTIJIa MOJHSITHCS 00paTHO. ITO YYBCTBO
ObLI0 3HAKOMBIM: HoOIoIIMe O6enpa, pe3kas 601b B KHUBOTe. Mou OPOBM HaXMYypPUIIUCh, KOTTA S
mocMoTpena BHU3. [IoToM MOs pyKa HalllyIiaaa 3TO, IPOCTO 340POBO...

[IpuropIiuHsa KpoBHU.
f ycraBunace Ha Hee, IIOCJIe Yero II0OCMOTpesla Ha CBOU CIyIlleHHEIe LITaHEl, 3X...
KT0 momor MHe MOJIOXKUTH Tyfa CJI0U TKaHU?

Yxkac!

B aTom gome Gosbille HUKOTO He 6110, KpoMe MeHst, ®aH Xya ¥ mapuUIuBOM ITUIEL. Y HET'O Ha CAMOM
nene Obl10 cepplle bomxucaTTBh, KOTOPHIM HaXOAWI YAOBOILCTBUE B IIOMOIIX OPYTUM.

...II0X02Ke, OH BHEJI MEHA HaCKBO3b.

)%k

¢ TOJIOBOKPYKUTENIbHO HATSHYJIA IIITAaHb, OIYCTHB T'OJIOBY, KOTIa BOCIIOJIb30BAJIACh IBEPHI0, UTOORI
nopnepkaTh cebs, ¥ BhIIUIA. [Tocie TOro, Kak s BEISICHUIIA, B UYEM [eJI0, MOe TeJI0 IT0YYBCTBOBAJIO
cebs HaMHOrO0 yute. OTISIOeBUINCE, 1 He 00HAPyKUIia BOIEL B 1T0JIe 3PEHUS, TaK YTO MHE
0CTaBaJIOCh TOJIBKO BEITEPETH PYKY O MAaHTHIO, IPEXK[e YeM CIy4alhHO 3aMeTUTh OIIEeJIOMIEHHOTO
®an Xya, CMOTPAIIEr0 HAa MEHA U3-3a [epesa.

¢l MTHOBEHHO HACTOPOXKHUJIACh, MO€ TEJI0 BHITPSIMUIIOCEH, KaK IIOMIIOJ, & HOTH C3Kaluck BMecTe. C
3THMHU NIPEBOCXOTHBIMU 3aIIUTHEIMU NIPATOTOBIIEHUSMHU 5, HAKOHEI], IPUCIIOHUTIA PYKY K JepeBy U
ChITpajia pojb IIIy00KOTr0 MEICIIUTENSI, HaXMypuB OpoBu: "Tebe 4To-HUOYAh HYKHO?"

4 mopHsna rinasa, 4ToOb MOCMOTPETh. OH Ka3ajcsd CKOBaHHBIM U ITOTPATUII HEKOTOPOE BpeMs,
IIpexje YeM BHYOUTh 1U3-3a CIIMHEI TOAXOASAIYI0 MaTepUYaTyIo IPOKJIAAKY, er0 Iasblbl JPOXKaJH,
KOTZla OH [lepKaJl ee B pyKax. 7 6pocuia Ha Hero HeOpexKHBIH B3TJIAA U IPOCTO cipocuia: "YTo 3To
3a mTyKa?"

"¢ moraparscsi, uTo Tebe 3TO IMOHAMOOUTCS, TI03TOMY IIPUTOTOBUII 9TO AJIS TeOs".

¢ KuBHYa, ¥ OH PafIOCTHO Iepefall ero MHe, HO 5 ero He B3sijla. BMecTo 3Toro s HeGpexkHO B3s/1ach
3a ero MaHTHIO, 4YTOOHI BHITEPETh PyKH. OH 3aApozKal, HO BHITEPIIEN 9T0, He u3beras MeHs... OmHUM
HebGecam u3BeCTHO, 0 YEM OH Ceidac [ymal, CKOpee BCEro, OH, BEPOSITHO, XOTEJT MEHS KaCTPUPOBATE.



Most KpoBb 3alaykaa ero GHoJIeTOBLe OfeKIbl, HO OH BCE eIlle CMOTPEII Ha MEHS C TEeM XKe
HCKPEHHUM BHIPAXKEHHEM, YTO ¥ paHblie. 9 OTKPOBEHHO IIOCMOTPEIa Ha HEr0 B OTBET, HUYETO He
TOBOPSI.

OcHOBaHUA €ro yiey Me[JIeHHO KPacHeH, II0Ka OH TOBOPWII: "4 3amucar, YTo 3TO IPUAET CETONHS,
HO s He 0KM[aJl, YTO BCTpeuy Tebs y CBOETO 1Opora, UK YTO TH JaXKe BO3BPATHUILILCS... TaK YTO Y
MeHs He OblJI0 BpeMeHU HUYero IPUroTOBUTS."

310 BEPHO, Y MEHA Ha4aJIUCh MECAYHEIE.

Ho oTkygna emy Ovisio 3HaTh? He ToBOpS y2Ke 0 TOM, YTO B €T0 3aNlUCSAX OBUIM U OPYTHe Pa3HbIE BEIIH,
y Hero HaBepHsiKa Obl710 cBoOogHOe BpeMs... [logoxkauTe, 3TOr0 He MOTJIO OBITh, TTOKA s ObLIa BO
OBOPIIE... S TIOTEI0, 3TOT MOM MPEIbITYIINY X0351MH, HECOMHEHHO, ObLI 6JIM3KUM MHE YeJI0BEKOM, OH
maxe B35/ Ha ce0s1 TPYH OTCIIeXUBATh MOMOOHBIE MEJIOYH [IJIsT CBOUX CIIYT.

"f] Hay4usCsa 3aBA3bIBATh 9T IUTYKHU, YTOOBI OHU HE CBAJIUBANIACh, 1 MOTYy TeOe IIOMOub".
4 oTTonKHYy”Na ero pyku. "B 3TOM HeT He0OXOIUMOCTH".
YBUEB ero onyCTOLIEHHOE BEIpaXKeHue JI1lla, Moe CepAlle T04yBCTBOBaIO ce0sg HEMHOIO CTPaHHO,

03TOMY 51 JoOaBuia elle ofHy ¢pa3y: "bombIoe cracubo”.

On HMYero He CKa3aJl, U f ylija. 4 He oCTaHaBJIKMBalaCh, II0Ka He OKa3ajach Aajieko, HO He MOrJjla
IepecTaTh OTJISIABIBATLCA Ha3af. Boaneke ero ¢urypa, CTpoiiHas u rpaluo3Hasi, CTosa I0f
OepeBoM. BripaxkeHue ero nuia...

Kak Ol 3TO CKa3aTb, 3T0 OblJI0 HeonucyeMo. bonee HeCcYyacTHBIN, YeM IIPOCTOE ONUHOYECTBO, U
HECKOJIbKO He B IyXe.
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