TapkuH rpoMKo paccMmesics. "Tvl He cMoxKeIlb yOuTh MeHs, Belimep". OH MOAHSJICS CO CBOET0 MecTa
3a cTosioM u GeccTpairHo Bctan nepen JlopgoM cutxoB. "Tebe nmpukasan cam MMnepaTop. f HyXKeH
€My KUBEIM. Thl O€CCUJIEH TPOTUB MeHS".

"KTO0 roBOpHUII 0 TOM, YTOOH yOUTH TeOs?" Iy1aBHO OTBETUI Belifiep, 3acTaBuB TapKrHa OTIIATHYTHCS.

Beilifep 3axer cBoY CBETOBOM Med, Bpalllasi KpaCHOe Jie3BUe B PyKax, a TOJIla lepef HUM He MOrJja
HUYEero ClenaTh, KpoMe Kak cMoTpeTh. OHU 3aMUpasy OT CTpaxa, YyYBCTBYS, KaK 0KUBaeT UYyIOBHUIIE
BHYTPU JIopaa cuTxoB. ThMa OKpyxKajla X, ¥ XOJIOf 3aCThlI Ha uX MecTaX. OHM OblId O€CIIOMOIIHE U
HaxXOOuINCh BO BnacTu [lapTta Belimepa. OH gBUTAJICS CIUIIKOM OBICTPO, YTOOBI KTO-TO MOT YCIIEAUTh
3a HUM, HO BCe YBUAEIHY BCIBIIIIKY KPAaCHOT0 IBETA, 3@ KOTOPO# ITOCIEeN0Ball TPOMKUYN KPHUK.

B cnepytommee MruoBenue TapKyH Jlexasl Ha I0JTy, OpoxKa B HeGObIIoH TyKe KpoBu. HUKTO He
ocMenuicsa IoMo4Yb eMy. OHU OBISTM CITUIIKOM HaIlyraHbl UJIM B 1I0Ke, YTOOHI IIOIIEeBETUTLCS. [ HEB
Beiimepa pa30yieBacs, U XKUBHIE JTIOOHA 0TKA3bIBAIUCh OBITh CIEOYIOMIUMHU.

[Tpoma, Ka3aaoch, Iiejlast BEUYHOCTh, HO HUKTO He gBurajncs. OmMHOKKUY reHepast Bupc oOsicKan
KOMHATY B ITOMCKax KakKux-nubo mpu3HakoB TeMHoro Jlopaa, HO He CMOT HaWTu ero. Beligep CI0BHO
pacTBopuics B Bo3pyxe. C OOJIBIION 0CTOPOKHOCTELIO BUPC MOOHSAICS CO CBOET0 MECTa U OITyCTHUIICS
Ha KOJIEHUW PSIOOM C TPSACYIIMMCS 4enoBeKoM. 1o Komru4eCcTBY KPOBHU, BEITEKAIOIIEN U3 PYK TapKuHa,
reHepas Bupc moHs, 4YTO MoBpexXaeHue ObIJI0 HAaHECEeHO 0KO0JI0 PTa TapKKuHA, HO OH HE MOT YBUOETh
pany. OH MomBITa/ICS OTBECTU PYKU TapKHHA OT ero Julla, YTOOL YBUAETh MOBPEXKICHUS,
HaHeCeHHBIe CUTXOM, HO TapKUH 0TKa3asics yopaTh pyKH.

"TapkuH." cKa3as resepan Bupc, I0j10XuB pyKy eMy Ha Iie4o. "['me Tel paHeH?"

Hukaxkoro orBera.

"TapkuH." TOBTOPUI reHepall BUupc, 0CTOPOXKHO BCTPAXUBAA MyKUYUHY.

"OH He CMOXKeT OTBETUTH BaM, TeHepas". o0bsaBuil Beliep, 3acTaBuB BCEX JIIOJIeN CHOBA 3aMEPETE.

"TT-mouemy? Mumnopn?" I'enepan Bupc 3aukacs, IbITasiCh CAEPXKATh CBOU CTpaX, IO Ha TOJIBKO
4yTO BepHyBIIerocs Jlopga CUTX0B.

Beiifep Ha MrHOBEHME 3aM0J14aJl, IOTPY3UBIINCH B CTPaX, 3aTauBIIXNCA B KOMHaTe. OH XOTen
co3mars etre Gonblire. M oH coenan 3To.

"V cuTxa mosIBUJICS SI3BIK'.

[Tocne 3aaBnenus Beinepa TapkuH 3aCTOHA, a €ro PyKU yIay ¢ iulia. MyX4uHa [10BaluiICs
BIlepe[, TPOMKO BCXJIUIIBIBAS, JaBasl BCeM MyXK4Y/WHAM B KOMHATe YBUETh, YTO UMEHHO CHeJlall C HUM
Beunep. Por TapkuHa HAIIOIHUJICA KPOBBIO, ¥ MyXK4YMHA He MOT TOBOPUTh. Y3 yCT MyXK4uH



BBEIPBAJIMCh B3J0XH, TaK KdK B BO3QyX€ IIOOHAJICA €eIlle OO0JIBIIHN I CTpax.

Belinep oTpesasn eMy A3BIK.

"0, Cumna!" BoCKNIUKHYI reHepaln Bupc, magas CIUHOM BIepeln Ha 3eMITiO.

Betinep ynbIOHYIICS, OTTISABIBAS TPYCSIIUX 10 KOMHATE JIIOfiel, MOBOJIBHEIN TE€M, UTO OH chenan. Ero
6osmuck. Ero yBaxanu. OH Ol ri1aBHEIM. HUKTO He ITOCMeeT CHOBa HayaTh BOCCTaHUE B €T0 psOax.
Ero pabora Obiyia 3aKoH4YeHa. "Bbl Bce cBoOomHB". Belimep cKa3an, 0TBOpaurBasch: "MbI IPOLOIKUM
BCTpeUy mo3xe".

U c sTuM OH yIuen, He cKa3aB 0ojbllle HU c1oBa. OH IIOYYBCTBOBAJI MTHOBEHHOE Y OBJIETBOPEHUE OT
cBoero noctynka. Ctpax, 60/1b U CMepTh CHOBa BEPHYJIUCH B €r0 KU3Hb, EAUHCTBEHHEIE TPU
TIOCTOSTHHBIE BEIIM, KOTOPhIE KOTa-Tu00 0CTaBaIuCh B €ero XKu3Hu. OH YyBCTBOBA...
yoosneTBopenue. Cumna 6ypinuna B ero xunax. OH He 4yBCTBOBas cebs cnabbiM uimu yenoBekoM. OH
yyBCTBOBaJ cebs Bhille Bcero. OH yyBcTBOBas ce0st HemoOenuMbIM. OH 4yBCTBOBaJ ce6s KakK 0OBIYHO.
IapT Beiimepom.

HaxkoHen-Tto s MOTY OOBITh OOWH.

[TouTH cpaldy mocse 3TOU MBIC/IU PSALOM C HUM 0Ka3aJIiCs JeCaHTHUK, KOTOPBIM IIeJl 3a HUM I10
KOPUZOPY.

b | 3aroBOPHUJI CIIMIIKOM PAHO.

"Jlopn Beuimep". [lecaHTHUK OTHAN Y€CTh.

"B yeM meno, mecaHTHUK?" cripocun Belep, OeITasiCh CKPHITH CBOE pa3fpakeHue.

"V Hac Bo3HUMKIIa mmpobnema".

Beilimep cTucHyn 3y0Hl, 3ariyIasi CTOH, KOTOPHIM BOT-BOT AOKEH OBUT BEIPBAThCS Y HETO. ITO OBIIO
KaK pa3 TO, UTO eMy ObIJI0 HYXKHO - ellle ogHa rpobiema. EmMy aTo 6110 He HykHO. He ceituac. YTo
TAKOT'0 MOTJIO CJTyYUTHCS, YTO IOTPeOOBAJIO €r0 JTUYHOIO IIOSIBJIEHUS?

"Yto 3a mpobnema?"

"OTHOCHUTENBHO CeHaTOpa AMHUANBI, MUIOPS".

Beiimep choemnan may3y, ero THEB y2Ke Hadajl 3aKMIaTh BHOBb. KOHEUHO, 9TO Kacaoch ee. 9TO Bcerma
MOTKHO OBIIO KacaThCs ee. Belimep 3Hasl, YTO €ClIM PaHbIle OH He XOTeJI CBePHYTH e I1et0, TO



TEeIIePb TOYHO XOTEJI. Hey}KeHI/I OHa He MOTJia BeCTu cebs IIPUIINYHO, II0OKa €ro He OB110? Befmep HE
COMHEBAJICS, YTO OHA HAMEPEHHO ITbITaJIaCh €TI0 MY4YHUTh.

"Hy?" mpopomkars oH, 0Kufas, KOTfa fleCaHTHUK BhIfacT 60bllle MHGOPMAIUH.

"Coob11eHue C ee MIaHeTH ObIJI0 00OPEHO 110 MprUKa3y uMiepaTopa IlanmaTuHa, cap”. [lecCaHTHUK
cooOrmun: "Bo BpeMs B3 Hallle HaOmoeHre IPeKPaTHIoCh, HO THHUS CBSI3U OCTalIach".

Belinep mopmaBui CBOM THEB IO TIOBOAY TOTO, UTO CBSI3b Oblla pa3pelieHa 0e3 ero ogoOpeHus. Y HETo
He OBIJI0O BpeMEeHU Ha 3T TJIYNOCTU. Y Hero He ObUIO BpeMEeHU Ha TO, YTO Kacajloch CeHaTopa
Amupgarnsl. Y Hero ObIIM OPyrue MPUOPUTETHI.

"Brnuxe K meny, gecaHTHUK!" orpeIi3Hyica Beimep.

Krnon psinoM ¢ HuM Konebascsi, 605Cb COOOUIUTL CBOEMY O€CCTpALIHOMY JTUAEPY 00 UX CUTYalUHu.
"Mel gymMaeM, 4TO Hac B3jJI0MaJy, Cap".

"Banomanu!" cepauTo KpukKHYI Beiliiep, HO Gonbilie Ha ce0s, 4eM Ha KJIOHA-leCaHTHUKA PSAOOM C
HUM. Kak 0H He II0O4yBCTBOBAJI TAKOT0O HapylleHus B Cune? HeyxXesnu OH OelCTBUTEIILHO IT0O3BOJIUI
cebe cTaTh HACTOJIBKO 03a00UYEHHBIM, YTO He II0YYyBCTBOBAJ 3TOro? Ero rHeB CHOBa Hayasl 3aKUIaTh,
a MBICJTIM TIOHECNIUCh BCKayb. OH IIPOCTO He MOT B3SITh B TOJIK. EC/IM ero BOeHHbIE TEXHUKYU ObLIN
B3JIOMAHBI, 3TO 03HAYAJI0, YTO y2Ke BTOPOU pa3 3a CeTORHS KTO-TO IPUBHEC B €T0 PSAILI
HECOBEPIIEHCTBO. OTU HEOCTaTKM He OyOyT TepreTs. JIrogu yMpyT 3a 3T0 Oe300pa3ue.

OOGepHYBIIUCH K COIIATY PsmoM ¢ co6oi, Belimep MOHSI, YTO eMy HYKHHI OTBeTHL. "Kak 3T0
IIPOM30IIO?" CIIPOCUII OH, HaCTaWBas Ha IIOJIyYeHUHU JOIOTHUTEIbHON NH(POPMAaIUH.

"M&I He 3HaeM, c3p. TeXHUKU cervyac IpoBepsT MUHUK". [JlecaHTHUK OTBEeTUN: "CBA3b TOXKE MOTJIa
npepBarThCs, HO..."

"MarnoBeposATHO." mpopkidaln Belaep, npepriBasd AecaHTHUKa. OH 3Hal, YTO €CJIX [IeJI0 KacaeTcs
ceHaTopa Amupasl, To Bce OymeT He Tak mpocTo. "Korga 9To mpou3ormuio?”

"TloyTu mecsATh CTAHAAPTHLIX MUHYT Ha3af, cop".

"IecsiTh?!" B ONHOM SPOCTHU 3a0paj Belimep, moBopayuBasich B HAllpaB/IeHUU KabUHETA CEHATOPa
Amupansl. [lecsaTb MEHYT OBIIO CITUIIKOM A0NT0. CuimkoM goaro. OH JoJKeH ObIT TOIy4YUTh
yBeOMJIeHNE HeMeJIEHHO.

[ToyeMmy ke MeHs He YBeLOMUIN?

"MeHSs DOJIKHBI OBUTM YBeIOMUTEL 00 3TOM HeMefieHHo!" obpaTuics Beliiep K HeCaHTHUKY, KOTOPHIT



TEIIePb Oexkar, CTapasaChk He OTCTAThk OT HETO.

"TlopoxpauTe, cap!" KPUKHYJ NECAaHTHUK, OCTaHaBIuBas Jlopaa CUTXO0B. "MBI yBEIOMUIIN
HmnepaTtopa, cap. OH Benesn OOI0XKUTh, UTO BH yXKe B yTH. [locne atoro Mmnepatop yBegqoMumn
TapkuHa, KOTOPHIM [0MXKeH OB epegaTh nHpopMalro Bam".

npopbidan Beiigep. 3To Bce 00bsicHsAeT. KOHEYHO, UEIOBEK, TIOTEPSBIINY SI3LIK, TOMKEH ObIIT
YBEOOMUTH MEHS.

"Hy, oH aToro He cuenan". Belifep npopeidan, He XKejas JaBaTh JadbHeNIunXx 00bscCHeHu: "B
cnenymoumi pa3 g ObUT OBl IPHU3HaTENeH, ecu Obl nHGopMaIus 6blyia coobIeHa MHE JIMYHO OOHUM
Y3 HalllUX COJIgAaT, B CIEOYIOLUY pa3, JeCaHTHUK".

"Ila, cap. Mou u3BuHeHU." [leCAaHTHHUK CJIeTKa CKJIOHHUII TOIO0BY.

Belinep nopmoxparn, HO conpat He yxonguil. OH yyBCTBOBas yepe3 Cuily, 4TO JeCaHTHUKY €CThb UTO
CKa3aTh eMy.

"Yro emle, mecaHTHUK? pa3gpaxkeHHO crpocun Beiipep. OH Hafesscs, 4YTO feCaHTHUK IPOCTO
nepeiinert K meny. OH HeHaBueNl 6eCCMBICTIEHHBIE PA3roBOphl. OH HeHaBU[IEIl HallpacHO
IOTpadeHHOe BpeMsi.

"HMimniepaTop TpebyeT Balllero MPUCYTCTBHUS, CIP". HAKOHEI] CKa3asl NEeCAHTHUK, He TIISIOs B JTUI0
CBOoeMy KoMaHOupy. [leCaHTHUKM OTHOCUIUCH K IMIiepaTopy Tak XKe, Kak u Belgep, HO OHU He
XOTEJIA B 3TOM IIpu3HaBaThcs. [I1s HuX Beiimep Obln ux mumepoM. Beliiep OTHOCUICS K HUM Kak K
PaBHBEIM U CpaxaJsics HapaBHe ¢ HUMU. Belinep, B oTnuune oT MMmepaTopa, He cTaj Ol IpuKa3biBaTh
UM [eJlaTh TO, 4ero He caesas 0wl cam. OHU yBazKaau CBOero 0eCCTpaIlIHOro IKUAepa, a He
yMIepaTopa.

Ceppue Beliepa 3amMepiio IIpy 9TUX CJI0BaX COJifaTa, a €ro MBIC/IU IIePEKIII0YUIIUCE Ha TO, I0YEMY
uMeHHO MMriepaTop notpeboBaj ero MpuCcyTCTBUA? [loyeMy OH IPOCTO He IIPU3Ball ero Yepe3 ux
cBsA3b? [IoTOMy 4TO g OBIJI CIMIIKOM 4ePTOBCKY 03a00ueH, 4ToOb 3aMeTuThb. OH, BEPOSTHO,
ITOYYBCTBOBAJI, HACKOJIBKO 51 OB 3aHST. Temeps OH HemoBoJieH. Ho Beliiep 3Ha, 4To €CTh YTO-TO
emre. OH 4yBCTBOBAJ 3T0. YTO 3TO MOKeT OHITH? He MoxKeT OBITh, YTOOH B aly CUTXOB EMY yKe
pacckasanu 0 TapkuHe, eQUHCTBEHHOE, 4TO... CeHaTOp AMupana. Bergep 3amep. YTo MpouU301LIO BO
BpeMsi 0011eHus ¢ ceHaTopoM? He Morna e meByIIKa ObITh HACTOJIBKO TJIYIIOMN, YTOOR! BHIIATh CBOU
cekpeTh? Heyxenu? O, 0 TOM, 4TO MOT OBl BHISICHUTh €r0 Y4YuTelb, eCii Obl CEHATOP CKa3aja 4To-
HUOyOb BO BpeMs o01uieHusi. MBICab 0 TOM, 4To MiMIiepaTop 3HaeT, UTO OH [ieflaeT, 3acTaBuiia
Beiinepa cogporuyThcs. XoTs MMIiepaTop ¥ BeIpa3uil XKejlaHue clioMaTh CeHaTopa ¥ IPOHUKHYTH B
ee pa3yM, OH CHUJIbHO COMHEBAJICS, YTO TOT OfOOPUT eT0 HOBYIO TeXHUKY. OH MOT TOJIbKO
IIPEICTaBUTh, YTO TOT CHEJIAET, eCNTU y3HaeT. [IbITKY Oblid Obl 6€CKOHEYHBIMH.

OTorHaB 9TH MBIC/TH, Belilep cHOBa 00paTUiIcs K TUXOMY JeCaHTHUKY. "[Touemy MnepaTop
moTpe6oBaJl MOET0 IMPUCYTCTBHUS?"



"OH He cKa3ai, cap". [leCaHTHUK OTBETHUII, CIerKa I10xKaB IyiedaMu: "TONIbKO TO, UTO 5 HOJIXKEH
IpOouH(OPMUPOBATH BaC U MOMPOCUTHL BallluX IIPHUKa30B".

OH 3HaJ, 4TOo 3T0 3HAUUT. UTO OBl HU XOTEJ 0T Hero MiMiepaTop, 9TO 3aiiMeT HEKOTOPOE BpeMsi.
Bpems GymeT moTpayeHo BIYCTYIO, a OH OyeT IOgBEPTHYT IBITKaM.

"Oyens xopo1o." Beupep paccessHHO cka3an: "OTBenu ceHaTOpa AMupasy B MOU IoMeleHus. TaMm
BHI HalileTe IIPOTOKOJIbHOTO poufa 1o uMeHu Cu-Tpumuo, oH 3HaeT, YTO C Hell memnaTh".

IecanTHUK KuBHYI: "ECTh Haka3aHue, cop?"

BryTtpernnoctu Belimepa cxkanucek. [HeB ¥ c4acThe CMELIANCEH B OMHO LIeJI0e.

"Hert." OH npomenTtan: "4 cam c Heit pa3bepycs".

"OueHb xopomio, Munopg". [leCaHTHUK OTHal 4eCTh, IOBEPHYJICS U IOLIEN B HAallpaBJieHUU oduca
ceHaTopa. Belimep HeKOTOpoe BpeMs Habiofas, KaK CoigaT ucue3aeT 3a yriioM, Ipexkye 4eM OaTh
BOJII0 CBOEMY THEBY.

"Ecnm MHe IIPUOETCS TEPIETH MBITKY..." Bermep OpopeYa ¢ IOJTHOM HEHABUCTHIO: "W el Toxe".

HekoTopoe BpeMsi ciiycTst Belimep Bollen B 3ai1 CBoero Mactepa, KOTOPBIM BeJl B €r0 TUYHBIN
kKaOuHeT. OH 3HAJI, YTO 3aCTaBUI MMmepaTopa XKmaTh CIUIIKOM I0JIT0, HO OH HOJIKeH ObIT OBITH
ocTopoxkeH. OH He XOTeJl II0IacTh B JIOBYIIKY U OTKPBITh CBOEMY YUUTEJII0 JOCTYII KO BCeM CEKpeTaM,
KOTOPHIE OBIIIM 3amepTHl B er0 coO3HaHuU. OH He XOTeJl HUYero BhJaBaTh.

Korma on moporiesn K ABEPSIM, OXpaHHUKK 663 IPOMeIeHUs IPOIYCTUIIN €T0 BHYTPb, 3Has, YTO He
CTOUT 3aCTaBIIATh CTapuka XkKAaTh. OH BOLIeN B TEMHYI0 KOMHATY ¥ yCJIbIIIaJl, KaK ABEPH IIJIOTHO
3aKPBIIACH 32 HUM, JlaBasi MMOHSATH, YTO €ro ceivac OyayT mbiTaTh. Kak 06bIuHO, Betinep nerko
IIpo1Iesl CKBO3b TEMHOTY, OCTAHOBHUJICS Iepe[ OOJIBIINM KPeCIOM U OIYCTUJICS Ha KOJEHH.

OHM MOJTYaJid, HO UM U He HYKHO OblIo roBopuTh. O6a 3HaIH, YTO celiyac mpousoimeT. Belimep
YYBCTBOBAJ, KaK cUrHaTypa Cumsl ero Yuutens 6b€TCS 0 ero pa3yM, IbITasCh TPOHUKHYTH BHYTPb;
HO ero CTeHHI OCTaBaIMCh HagexXHbIMU. OHU He Many, U [lanmaTuH OblT BEIHYXKIEH COAThCS.

"MHe HauMHaEeT Ka3aThCs, YTO BH 3a0bIIM CBOE MECTO, 1opH Beiimep". UMmepaTop CITIOHY, €T0
THEeB OBIJT OYEBUIEH B €TI0 CJIOBAX.

Beiifiep He MOOHSACS, a OCTAJICS CTOSITh Ha KOJIeHsX Ha 3eMye. OH He 0OCMeNNBaJICs IIOCMOTPETH B
r7a3a 4ejIoBeKy, KOTOPHIM BcTanl nepen HuM. OH Bce ettle OB cyroi. OH foJizKeH OblI TOBUHOBAThCS
CcBOeMy rocmofpuny: "4 Ovl HUKOTHA..."



"He nru mue!" kpukHyn [TanmnaTuH, MOCkIad MOJTHUYM U3 KOHYMKOB MaJbIEB 10 Teny Berpgepa. 3To
Ov110 0oueHb 60bHO. MomHUS yoapuiia Belinepa, Kak TUTaHTCKas CHJIa, IIOBAJIMB ero Ha 3eMit0. OH
He Kpud4aJl, He 60poJjics ¥ He MbITajcs HogHaThCsa. OH 3Hal, 4TO JydYlIIe.

"Tloxoxe, - mpogomKkan [lannaTtud co 37104 YXMBIIKOU, - 4YTO S JOJI2KEH HallOMHUTH BaM O BalleM
MecTe, topg Benpep". MonHus CHOBa BhIpBanach U3 pyk MMmepaTopa u BOpBaiack B Tenno Belgepa,
CKWTas ero Oo rIyOuHEI OYIIH... HO OH He 3akpuyas. OH 0TKa3kIBAJICS OATh CBOEMY YUHUTEIIO
YOOBJIETBOPUTEJIbHYIO OLIEHKY, HO OH 3HaJI, YTO 3TO JIAIIb BOIPOC BpeMeHu. OH 4yBCTBOBAJI, UTO Y €r0
MacTepa Ha yMe [IpyTHe IJIaHbl; 0YeHb 60Ie3HEHHEBIE TIJTaHH.

"TloxoxKe, Ha 3TOT Pa3 MOJIHUY OyIeT HeJOCTATOYHO, - yCMeXHYJICs MMmepaTop, IoKa3kBasi CBOU
JKenThle 3yOhl, - THl CTAHOBUIIILCS OYeHb CUIBHBEIM, JTopHd Beiinep. 4 momkeH HAallOMHUTH BaM, YTO BB
BCe ellle 4YeJIOBeK... ¥ He HermoOequMEe!r".

Betigep meITancs cuepxaTh 00J1b, TPOHU3EIBAIOIIYIO €TI0 TeJI0, HO 3T ObI0 OeccMeicieHHO. OHa
HACTHUTaja ero, Kak OrOHb, CXKuras ero. Kasanocs, 4To Ha Hero HaOpPOoCHJICS 3BepPb U MOTJIOTUII €T0
nenukoM. OH BCIIOMHUT 0 pu3mdeckoy 6011, 1, KOT{a ero KpoBb XJILIHYJIA Ha II0JI, OH HE CMOT
yaepKaThCs OT TPOMKOTO0 Kp¥Ka. [IbITKAa HUKOTA He 3aKOHYUTCS, ¥ K KOHITY CeTOTHSIIHET0 THS, OH
He COMHeBaJICs, YTo OyneT O/IM30K K CMEPTH.
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