"IoOpeiii geHb, rocnogal" o6baBun 'pang-Modd Tapkus, BXogs B KOMHATY U IIpephiBas MBICIIH
Betinepa. "Boiock, Most BcTpeda ¢ MiMImepaTopoM HEMHOTO 3aTsSHYJachk, - TPogoiKaa TapkuH, 06xoms
Betinepa u HampaBssCh K CBOEMY MECTY, - IPUHOIITY BaM CBOU TiTy0odaiIe H3BUHEHUS ",

[Tpu ynomuHauuu ViMnepaTopa KaXKIblii 4eJIOBeK B KOMHAaTe Hanpsrcs, kpoMme Beiimepa. EmMy 65110
BCe PaBHO, e HaX0oOuTCs TapKUH U HACKOJIbKO HEemoOeIUMBIM CYUTaeT ce0s 3TOT YenoBeK. HUKTO
He OIla3fbIBaJl Ha €ro BCTPe4r, 0COOEHHO Korfia OH ObUI B TAKOM HaCTPOEHUH.

"Bo3MOKHO, BaM He CTOUT Ha3HadyaTh KOHMIUKTYIOLIME BCTpe4yn". MpayHo OTBeTus Beiizep,
3aCcTaBUB BCe I'Jla3a B KOMHATe IIOBEPHYTHCS B €r0 CTOPOHY.

TapkuH nerko paccMmesncs: "Ycmokoiics, Beigep".

"CnokoiicTBue." TOBTOPUI Beliep, IpeBpaTUB CI0BO B Jief, KOra OHO IOKWHYJIO €T0 T'yOHL.

41 6511 criokoeH. Bonblie HerT.

[TpocToe coBo OBITIO TPOHK3aHO X0JI0OOM U [ajio IOHSATh, HaCKOJIbKO Beiimep 01M30K K
IepeIOMHOMY MOMeHTY. [axke TapkuH 0TBEpHYJICA OT JIopfa CUTXOB B CTpaxe, 4YTO TOT 3alles
cumkoM maneko. OH u 3ames. MoHCTP BHYTpu Beliiepa Kpuyarl, IbITasCh BEIPBATHCS Ha CBOGOMY.
OH XO0TeJ TOIBKO OIHOTO - YOUTDH CTOSIIIEro Iepe HUM desioBekKa. Hu y Koro He XBaTUJIO CMEJIOCTH
CMesdThCS Hafl HUM. EqUHCTBEHHAs IPUYMHA, 10 KOTOPOM 3TOT YeJIOBEK BCe ellle ObLI XKUB,
3aKjI0y4anachk B ToM, 4To MiMmepaTop Bufelnl B HEM IOTeHILIMa. Beliiep He BUOEN. ITOT YeJI0BEK OBl
nypakoM, Kak u MMmnepartop. Belimep HeHaBuaen 000UxX MOYTH C OGUHAKOBOU CcTpacThio. OHU 06a
OBbLIH TTIyTIIAMU, ONbSTHEHHEIMU TEXHOJIOTMUYECKOHN MOIIIbIO.

Ha MraoBeHue HacCTymuila TULIKHA, IpeXke 4eM rojgosa Beligepa MeTHyIach K Tapkuny. Meiciu
3TOr0 4ejIoBeKa Kpuyalu B BO3AyXe, IlepefaBasiCh TPOMKO U 4eTKO. Beliiep Ciblllian Kaxpgoe CJI0BO, U
9TO MIPUBOLHUIIO €0 B IPOCTh.

TapKuH - Iypak, KOTOPHI 3a0blI CBOE MECTO.

"He cTout MeHsl paccTpauBaTth". Beliiep 3apblyall, yCibllaB BCe MEICIU TapkuHa: "4 Bce elne
HacllemHUK MMmepuu, u MHe OBl He XOTeJI0Ch, YTOOH TH MCY€e3, KOTHa S 3aiMy TPOH".

"Ilo Tex mop..." mpopkidan TapkuH B OTBET, 3Has, YTO CJIoBa Belimepa OBIIM YUCTHIM CapKa3MOM.

"Heyxenu?" Becesno cupocui Beimep. OH 3Ham NpuyrHy 671ar0CKJIOHHOCTH CBOET0 MacTepa K 3TOMY
YeJI0BEKY, HO CBSI3b MEXKIY HUM U ero YuuteneM Obljla UICTUHHOM. Y ero yuuTessi ObIIN CBOU
IPUYUHH 719 TapKuHa, ¥ KaK TOIHKO TOT BHIIIOJIHUT CBOe ITpefHa3HaYeHue, eMy IIPUET KOHell.

"Ila." TapkuH CIJIIOHYII, IepeBens B3TIsAM Ha Belmepa. "Tel He MOXKeIlb CIIPABUTHCS C TEM, UTO
CTaHOBIIOCH (paBOpUTOM, Beiimep. Thl Tepsielb CBOE IPenMyIIeCTBO. TH yKe He Tak MoJie3€eH, KaK



PaHEBIIIe. CKOpO S JOCTUTHY BCET0, 4ero He CMOT' HOCTHUYD THI. I/IMHepI/IH CKOpo 6YJ16T Moen".

Betinepy 3axoTenoch paccMesiTbesi. [lepen HUM OBbLT UOUOT, KOTOPHIM He IEHUIT CBOIO XKU3Hb. Eciu Ob
OH LIeHUJ ee, TO He cTaj Obl BBA3HKIBATHCS B IPAKy C JIOPIOM CHUTXOB.

OTOT 4YesioBeK elle GONBIINY OypPaK, YeM 5 gyMal.

"®aBopUT?" MpayHO ycMexHYyJca Belinep, npubnususmuch K TapkuHy: "ENUHCTBEHHAS IPUYNHA, 110
KoTopo¥ MMmepaTop MposiBNsieT K Tebe TakKoM MHTEPEC, 3aKIII0YaeTCs B TOM, UTO 5 He Pa3densio ero
ONTUMHUCTHYHOTO MHEHHUS 0 3Be3me Cmeptu".

"W UMEeHHO II03TOMY THI Aypak". TapKuH orpe3Hyscs: "3Be3ma CmepTy OyOeT caMbIM MOIIHBIM
opyxueM Bo Bcenennoii. HU4TO He CMOXeET ee OCTaHOBUTR".

"4 cornacen." [Ipyroi roiaoc Ipokpudarl C JaJbHero KoHIla CTojla. Bergep y3Hal B 3TOM I'0jioce
anpmupana O33ena, elje OOQHOr0 AypakKa, HO OH He OTBEPHYJICS OT B3ridaa TapkuHa. "3Be3ga CMepTy -
camas MOIIHas cuia Bo Bceil ['amakTuke". O33e1b Ipoposxkai: "OTo coBeplleHHerIee opyxue! OHa
HernobengumMa".

Pasgpaxenue Beliepa Hayano nepecuauBaTh €ro THEB; ¥ TO U APYroe KUIeino, NOGHUMAasCh C
KaXX[bIM MTHOBEHHEM U OypJis B ero XKuiax. Bce Mooy BOKPYT Hero ObLIM TIIyIIIlaMU, He
noHuMaromuMu CUIb ¥ He UMEIOLUMMHI HUKAKOro IIpaBa HaXOAUTHCS B €r0 MPUCYTCTBUU. TapKUH
ObLT XyAIIMM U3 HUX. [lepen HUM OBUIM JTIOAH, OIS KOTOPHIX I'JIaBHOE - MAIIMHEL U TexHooruu. OHU
He 3a00TUIUCH 0 CBOUX BOMCKax U mojyikaX. OHU 3a00THUTUCEH TOJIBKO O TOM, KaKUM OpyXKueM OyayT
OCHaIIeHH UX Bo¥cKa. OHM He TIOHWMAJH, YTO B OMTBaxX M00EXKMAIOT CHJIa, HAaBLIKU U IIJTAHUPOBAHHUE,
a He opyxwue. OmHako OacTephl ¥ CONMAATH OBITA CaMBIM HajleKuM oT TapKrHa 3aHsaTHeM. Kasanocs,
3Be3na CMepTH - 3TO eIUHCTBEHHOE, 0 yeM TapkuH unu MMnepatop Mornu gymaTts. boeBas
KOCMMYecKasi CTaHIMS pa3MepoM C JIYHY TOJIbKO YTO Hayalia CTPOUTHCS, U 06a, MMmmepaTop u
TapkuH, cunTaNu ee KJIIOYOM K TOMY, YTOOH HMiMIiepus xkuna Be4HO. Beiifiep, omHaAKO, IyMall UHave.
OH Bcerma yBJIeKasCs MalllMHAMM, II03TOMY 006J1afan oOMIMPHEIMY 3HAHUSIMU B 007TaCTH TEXHOJIOTHH.
OH 3Han, 4TO y KaXOo¥ MAIlUHEI eCTh cilaboe MecTo. VICKTIOYeHHH U3 ITPaBUJl HUKOTA He ObIIo, U
00BIYHO yeM Ooribille MallliHa, TeM 0oJiblile Y Hee cimabbeix MecT. O co3manuu 3Be3nbl CMepPTH He 3HaN
HUKTO, KpOME CO3flaTesiell, CTpOUTENel U BEICIIET0 UMIIEPCKOTO PYKOBOMICTBA, HO 3TO OBIJ JIUIIIb
BOTIPOC BpeMeHHU. Bckope maxe TToBCTaHIIE Y3HAIOT O €€ CyIIeCTBOBAHUY U He OCTAHOBSITCS HU TIEpe]
yeM, YTOOH YHUYTOXKUTH ee. 3Be3ma CMepTu Oblna 1ox0xKa Ha BCe ApPyrue opynus mo Hee. OHa Oblna
OO0JIBIIION, TIJIOX0M ¥ MOIIHOM, TIOKA KTO-TO He BOCIIOJIb30BAJICS €e CeKpeTaMu U OHa He Obla
YHUYTOXKEHA. 9TO OBLI NI BOIIPOC BPEMEHH.

Belinep MefyieHHO OTCTYNUII OT TapKuHa, M03B0JAS cebe MPOCKAaHUPOBaTh KOMHATY, IIPeXae 4eM
CBECTH TJla3a CO CBOeU Cleaylolle 1enblo. "EquHCTBeHHasd IPUYKHA, 10 KOTOPOHX THI COTJIaCeH,
O33en". Belimep orpeI3HYIICS, CHOBa o0pallasch K CUTyalluy, pa3BopadyuBamwIleics nepen HuM: "91o
IIOTOMY, YTO BHI IBOE 3a0AHO. TapkuH obelan Te6e MeCTO B KOMaHOOBaHUH, €CJIM OH CTAaHET
Wmmnepatopom".

Ycnwimas ciioBa Befmepa, 033e7b MTHOBEHHO 1'IO6J'IeJZ[HeJ'[, d 3aTeM IIOA IIPUCTAJIBHBIM B3rJIsIgOM



TemMHOTO J'[opx[a OIIYCTHJICA Ha CBOE€ MECTO.

Tpyc. Heyxenu oH gymar, 4To g HE 3HAK0?

"Uto Kacaetcs 3Be3nbl CMepTH, - mpofoxKan Belgep, - g Obl He CIIUIIKOM TOPAWICS 9TUM
TEXHOJIOTUYECKUM TEPPOPOM, KOTOPHIH BEI TOCTpousid. CIIoOCOOHOCTh YHUUTOXKHUTE TOPOM, MUP,
IJIaHEeTY UJIY LIeJIyI0 CUCTeMYy HUYTOXHA [10 CPaBHEHHUIO C MOIIbI0 CUJIEL"

"Cuna." ycmexnyrscs O33eJ1, BOCCTaHAB/IMBas CUJIBL U BO3BPALasiCh K CBOEMY IIepBOHAYaIbHOMY
nBeTy. "He mbITalics yrpokaTh HaM CBOMMH KOJIHOBCKUMU criocobamu, jopx Betinep. Trl 3a0biBaets,
YTO IKeOau ToxXKe OblJIM IevyasibHO MpefiaHbl 9TOM IPEeBHEN PeIUTUHU; HO Thl BCE PaBHO YHUUTOXKUI UX.
Cuna He oMoryia gxKenasM u3bexats BeIMupaHus. Cuiia He pacckasana uM 00 ux Oynymem. Cuma
TaK¥Ke CTaHeT TBOeW morubesnnpio, motomMy 4to Cua HU C Y4eM He CpaBHUMaS..."

Pyku O33es1a OOHECTIUCH K TOPILY, KOTa OH II0YYBCTBOBAJI, KaK [aBjieHUe COABUJIO €T0 ObIXaTeJIbHOe
ropio. [lepexn HUM cTOos1 Belifep ¢ BRITIHYTOM PYKOM, KPEIIKO CXKUMaAMIer BO3AyX. ['1a3a MyKUYUHEL
BBITYYUIIUCD, KOTAa OH Havall 3afibIXaThCsl ¥ MPUOOpPEN CMEPTENIbHO CUHUM OTTEHOK.

"f HaX0XKy TBOe OTCYTCTBUE BEpHl TPEBOXKHBLIM". IPOCTO CKa3as Belifep, Hacnaxpaasach NpeacTaBlIuM
Iepen HUM 3PeIuIieM.

"ITu npemnupaTenbcTBa 6eccMuiciienHb!" TapkKuH 3aKpruyal B oTYassHUHU: "Belmep, ocBoboau ero”.

Beiinep He gBuHYyICS ¢ MecTa. OH He 65T paboM TapkuHa.

"Beumep!" nmoBTopun TapKuH.

"He Bonuy#ics, TapkuH. Y Te0s eie 6ymeT cBoit uepen". Beiimep ckasan ¢ capka3moM: "Ho st Ovl He
BOJIHOBAJICSI, MHE He[JaBHO CKa3aJiy, 4To {1 IIOTEPSJI CBOe IIPEeuMyILeCcTBO".

TapkuH HUYETO He OTBETHUII, OH JIUIIL OECIIOMOIITHO HA0II0nal, Kak X1U3Hb BHITEKAET U3
3a[IBIXAIOIIEeroCcs YeloBeKa B KoMHaTe. Yepe3 HECKOJTbKO MUHYT Oe3xku3HeHHoe Tento O33e1a
CIIOJI3JIO C Kpecia Ha MOJI, HO HUKTO He OCMEJIUJICS MOLIeBeNuThCA. Bce 3Hamu, 4To OH MEPTB, ¥ OHU
OynmyT clenymoIuMy, eClid TOATOJIKHYT rHeB Belimepa.

"Xopomo." Kanutan Hupma 3aroBopuil, OTBEPHYBIIKUCH OT MEPTBOTO TeJla B CTOPOHY rybepHaTopa
Tapkuna. "Teneps, Korma 60sbIIast 4acTh Mycopa yopaHa. MoxeM i MBI BEPHYThHCS K fgeiam?"

Tapkun npoursopuposan ero. OH Mon4ar, I'nafsd Tyga-cioga Mexny JIopgoM CUTXO0B U
0e3XKKM3HEeHHBIM TeJIOM Ha 1ojy. "TH AyMaellb, UTO THl TaK MOTyIecTBeHeH, Beiimep. Ho 3To He Taxk.
Tr1 Bcerma O6ymems pabom MmnepaTopa”.



MruoBeHHO THeB Belifiepa B30pBajcs, U OH yCTPEMUJICS K HOBOM moOnde. Tapkuny. "[Ipunepxku
A3bIK, - IPUTPO3UII Belifiep, - OKa THL He IIOTePSIT U 9TO IIpaBo”.

TapkuH rpoMKo paccMmesics. "Trl He cMoxKelllb yOuTh MeHs, Belinep". OH MOAHSIICS CO CBOEr0 MecTa
3a cTonoM u OeccTpamiHo Bctan nepef JlopgoM cutxos. "Tebe npuka3an caM MMmmeparop. A HyxkeH
eMy XKUBHIM. Thl OeccusieH IPOTHUB MeHS ",

"KTO roBOpHUII 0 TOM, YTOOH yOUTH TeOs?" IyIaBHO OTBETUIN Belifiep, 3acTaBuB TapKHUHa OTIIATHYTHCS.

Beiiiep 3axer CBOi CBETOBOM MedY, Bpalllasi KpacHOe JIe3BUe B PyKax, a TOJIlla Ilepe HUM He MOorja
HUAYEro cfejaTh, KpoMe Kak CMOTpeTh. OHU 3aMHUpaiu OT CTpaxa, YyBCTBYS, KaK 0KMBaeT YyOOBUIIE
BHYTPU JIlopaa cuTxoB. ThMa OKpyxKajla X, ¥ XOJION 3aCThlT Ha X MecTaX. OHM Obliv 6€CIIOMOIIHE 1
HaXOOUINCh BO BrnacTu [lapTta Belimepa. OH gBUTAJICS CITUIIKOM OBICTPO, YTOOHI KTO-TO MOT YCIIEAUTh
3a HUM, HO BCe YBUIEJHX BCIIHIIIKY KPaCHOTO 1IBETA, 3a KOTOPOM ITOC/IeN0Bal TPOMKUM KPUK.
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