Yepes HECKONMLKO MUHYT [lagMe mpuiiina B cBOM KabuHeT. TonbKo TaM HUKOTO He Oblyio. Hu equHOM
nywu. Hu conpat. Hu oxpanHukoB. Hu generatoB. Hu npepcrasuteneu. Hu [Topmel. Hu [Ixa [Ixka.
Ona OblyTa OJHA... ¥ MTHOBEHHO €€ Pa3yM IIOMYTHUJICS.

C'me oru? Yto cnyuyunocs? Yto, ecnu 4T0-T0 He Tak? ['me oHu? Yto cinyuunocs? UTo, €CIU 4TO-TO HE
Tak? ['me oru? Yto cioyuusnocs? YTo, ecnu 4To-TO He TaK? ['me oHu? UTo ciayuunocs? YTo, eCiaud 4To-TO
He Tak? ['me oHu? Yto cnyuunocs? UTo, ecnu 4To0-TO He Tak? I'me oru? Yto ciayqunocs? YTo, ecnu
YTO-TO He TakK"?

CTOII. kpuyasa oHa Ha ce0s1. Ycrmokoiics. Tel He MOXKEIIb TIOTEPSITh PACCYHOK... eIle HeT.

[Tagme CTapaliaCb HU O Y€M HE OYMATh. Briny THICSYM BEPOSATHBIX O6LHCH8HHﬁ, Imo4YeMy HUKOI'O U3 €ee
COTPYOHUKOB HE ObL710 B KaOMHETE... HO BCE XK€ OHa He MOrja WTHOPHUPOBATH HEIIPUATHOE YYBCTBO B
XKHNBOTE, TOBOPHUBIIIEE ell, 4To 4TOo-TO He Tak. OHa He Morja WTHOPHUPOBATH 3TOT (baKT, HO U HE MOI'JIla
3dllUKIINBATHECA Ha HEM.

¢ HU4Yero He MOT'y clieNlaTh. CKa3asa ceOe [Tagme. Bo BcsakoM ciydae, He ceryac, 5 MPOCTO JOJIXKHA
XKpaTh. {1 Mory cripocuTh Belimepa, KOrfja OH BEpPHETCS, HO II0Ka g faXe He 3Hal0, BCe JIU B MOPSAKe.
4 yBepeHa, 4TO KTO-HUOYOb TIOSIBUTCS C OTBETAMHU.

C taxenbM cepaneM [Tagme 3aKphiia IBEPH CBOEro KaOMHeTa M CTajla IPOCMaTPUBATh
MHOTOYHCJICHHEIE JJaTalla/ibl, IeXKaBIIKe Ha ee CTOoJIe, IIBITAsiCh OTBIEYLCS OT MBICIICH O IIPOIIABIINX
coTpygHuKax. Tak OBIJIO IO TEX MO, ITOKa He cpaboTal ee KOMIBIOTEDP. B3rIsiHYB Ha HETO, OHA TYT
ke 3acToHana. OHa 3Hasa, YTO JOJIKHA OBIJIa CBI3aThCS C KOPOJIEBOM, KaK TOIBKO Belnep yIuen, HO
y Hee He XBATWJIO HU BPeMEHHU, HU CMeJIOCTH CHeJlaTh TaKO¥M 3BOHOK. Ha camoM fese CBsI3aThCS C
KOPOJIeBO#t OBIJIO CAaMbIM [IaJIeKMM OT ee MbIciiel. [TocieiHre HeCKOIBKO Hefesb OHa Oblla CITUIITKOM
o3aboueHa co6oii, BelimepoM unu Temeps yxKe CBOUMHU COTPYOHUKAMHU, UTOOH! IyMaTh 0 YEM-TO
npyrom. Kazamoce, ee pa3ym MpeBpaTHIICS B Kallly.

CpoenaB ycmokauBawoumi BOox, [Tagme ycrmokousia cBou HepBel. OHa 3Halla, YTO, CKOpee BCero,
Vimmepus cefiyac OTCIeXKUBAET Kaxkayi0 MeJI04b, KOTOPYIO OHA [eflaeT, ¥, HECOMHEHHO, 9TO CaMoe
obO1renre. OHa HojiXkHa Oblla OBITH CIIOKOMHOHR U HUYEeTro He BLIgaTh. ECu OHa 3TO cOesaer, To, 6e3
COMHEHMS, BCTPETUTCS C HACTOsIIEeX cusou rHeBa [lapta Beiimepa.

Crapasich BRITTISIIETh KaK MOXKHO 6ojiee HopMasibHOH, [TagMe oTBeTHIa, YOEOUBIIIKCEH, YTO MacKa
ceHaTopa Ha MecTe. Ilepen Helt BO3HUK 00pa3 KoponeBhl, 1 0Ha OBICTPO CKJIOHHKTIA TOJIOBY B 3HAK
yBaxkeHUs K cBoeu Koporsese. "Balie BeICO4eCTBO".

Koponesa [xxamumnusa cufiesia Ha CBOEM TPOHE U CMOTpeJIa Ha Hee C II0X0XKel MacKol Ha Jiulle, HO, B
ornuuue ot [Tagme, ee Macka He Obla 6e3ynpedHoi. B ee riazax 4uTanoch 1erkoe 6eCIoKONCTBO,
KOTOPO€e OHa He MOTJIa CKPHITh, HO KOpPOJieBa BCe PaBHO Bejla ce0st TakK, CJIOBHO HUYETO He CITyUYUIIOCE.
"CenaTop AMuparna, - IOIPHBETCTBOBAJIA OHA, - 3aMeyvaTeJIbHO, YTO Bl BEPHYIUCH K paboTe U Tak
XOPOLIIO BBITTIAOUTE".

[TagMme 3acTaBuia cebs yIIOHYTHCS, JKECTOM YKa3aB Ha KEHIUHY Ha 9KpaHe. "[la, ¥ s CYKUTAl0, 4YTO



MoJKHa mo0IarogapuTh Bac 3a 9T0".

"B aToM HeT HeobxomumocTu". Koponesa [IxKaMunus 3aroBopuia CypoBo: "MiMepusi He UMeeT IIpaBa
yoepXkuBaTth Bac..." KoposieBa cpesana naysy, ee JIMI0 CTallo HEMHOI'0 XecTye: "B KOHIle KOHIIOB,
Haly HuKOTTa He noffepKuBaja u He OymeT nogaepxuBaTh BoccTanue. Hallla BepHOCTD BCeryia
Onina u OymeT Ha cTopoHe MMmmepun".

CeHaTop CcTHUCHYJIa 3yObl ¥ CHOBa M300pa3uiia ¢asnbIuByio yiboKy. "MMnepatop [lannaTuH Iuilib
IIBITAJICS 3aIIUTUThL MEHs, Ballle BEICOUEeCTBO". [TlagMe conrana, 3Has, 4TO ¥ OHA, ¥ KOPOJieBa 3HAIT
npasny. "OH SCHO [aJ 9TO MOHATH, KOTHa MeHs BIEepPBhIe B3/Iu 07 cTpaxy. OH maxe ObL
mocTaTo4yHo mo6p, 4TOOB Ha3HAYUTE JI0pHa Belimepa MOUM 3aIIUTHUKOM.

"Tr1 OblTa ¢ TOpHIoM Bermepom?"

Ot aTux cnos cepate ITagme 3akonotunock. OHa HeHaBUAEIA 9TH CJI0BA BMECTe, HO B TO e BpeMs
cTpaHHO... HeTt. Het. Hert. [laxe He HauuHay, [Tagme. OHa Xkuia ¢ 1opnoM BeniepoM, HO OHa He
Ovlta ¢ nopgom BeiimepoMm. Tem He MeHee, [Tagme kuBHYa. "Jlopn Beiimep Obi Tak moOp, 4TO
3aboTtuincs 060 MHe IIOoCIeqHIe HeCKONLKO Hefemb".

Ipyras xXKeHIIWHa KWBHYTa, ¥ [lagMe yBuAena, Kak YTO-TO IIPOMEINIBKHYJIO B ee T'ma3ax. bornbiie
6ecmokoricTBa? 2Kanocts? Ctpax? Moy ObUIM HECKOJIBKO Hepa30opuuBH. "YU 5 Tak IOHUMAIO,
nopx Betinep 65ir..." KoporneBa chenaia nay3y, OI03PUTENBLHO OrIsifeB [lagme, mpexae yeM
IpomonXkuTh: "HacToiuupeiM?"

[TagMe HaxMypuiach Ha BOIIPOC KOPOJIEBHI, HE TIOHKMMAs, 0 YEM MOXKET CIIpalliBaTh €€ BHICOYECTBO...
Kak BAPYT ee oceHusio. OHa ToXe gyMana, 4yTo Belimep usHacuiosan ee, u [lagMe MTHOBEHHO
nokpacHesa. "Her!" [TagMe oTBeTHIa CIUIIKOM ObICTPO. U TYT XKe MMOKpacHela, 0CO3HaB CBOIO
ourn6kKy. "To ects ma! To ecTs..." B aToT MoMeHT [TafiMe 3aX0TeJIOChH 3aIl0/I3TH IIOJ IapTy ¥ HUKOTAa
Oo7blilie He mMomamaThes Ha rina3a. CTein! OHa riy00Ko B3MOXHYTa, CTapasiCh He CIIOTKHYTHCS O CJIOBA.
"IIpocTuTe, Ballle BLICOYECTBO", - CKa3aJjia OHa, BO3Bpallas MacKy Ha MecTo. "f... MPoCTo Y MeHsd
OBLIIO MHOTO [ieJ1 3a ITOCIeqHUuEe HEeCKOJIbKO Heflesb, HO jopx Beiinep Obl1 6€3yIpeyHbIM
OKEHTIbMEHOM U IIpeKpPacHBIM 3alllUTHUKOM. Bcerga ymecTHBEIM".

9T0 He OBLJIO IIOJIHOU JIOKBIO.

Kopornesa 3amo4yana Ha MTHOBEHHE, SIBHO HE BEPS B TO, YTO CJIBIILIXT, HO BCE PaBHO KMBHYIIA.
"Tlorumaro".

"¢ momkHa OblTa CBSI3aThCS C BAMHU PAHbIIE U COOOIIUTL O CBOEM MECTOHAX0XIeHUH . Havaa
[Tagme, mpexae 4eM KoposeBa cMoOrjia 3afaTk €M JaabHEUIHEe BONPOCH. "4 MoKHa U3BUHUTHCS
mepen Bamu u..."

TonorpamMma nepeq [TagMe Havana MepliaTh, HO 3aTeM CHOBa C(hOpMUpOBasach, U U3 TPOHHOTO 3ajla
TI03aI¥ KOPOJIEBHI Pa3fasics MyXKCKoi royoc. "Baie BenmnyecTBo, MBI YCIIEIIHO 3a0710KUPOBAIU



Hwmneputo. CBsi3b cBOOOOHA B TeueHune 60 ceKyHm".

[TagMe He MOTJIa He ITO3BOJIUTh CBOEH MaCKe CJIOMAaThCs, KOTHa ee I'la3a pPacIIupUiiCch B HEBEPUH.
[TpaBUNIbHO T OHa UX ychbimana? JeiicTBuTenbHo nu HaOy 3a6nokupoBana cBsisb ¢ Mnepuei?

Koponesa no6narogapuiia, a 3aTeM moBepHyack K [Tagme. "Y Hac mano Bpemenu". Koposnesa OBICTPO
cKasasna: "Mul 3a010KupoBanu Mnepuio, HO TOJIbKO Ha HECKOJIBKO CEKYHI. MBI JOJIXKHEI
IercTBOBaTh ORICTPO, MHAYE HAC XKOET afcKas pacmiaaTa”. Yto mpoucxomut? YTo TH MOXKeIb HaM
CcKa3aTp?"

"1 He yBepeHa." [lagMe pu3Haack, 3a/ibIXasiCh, BCe ellle npeOkBasi B MoHOM ioKe. OHa He MOrJia
IIOBEPHUTH, UTO BCE 3TO peanbHO. " nmneHHuIla Berimepa, HO OH He MBITAET U HE TPOraeT MeHs. A
Iaxke IIOYTH He BHU[eJa ero, noka Osta ¢ HUM". ONSATh Xe, 9T0 He ObLJI0 ITOTHOM JI0KbI0, HO OHa
TOYHO He coO0upajach TOBOPUTH KOPOJIEBE IIPaBAy.

[a, 1 cnana ¢ nopmoM BeiigepoM. He cekc, a mpocTo cnasna. 3Haelllb, KommMapsl? OH IOMOTraer.
Kpudd, oHa morna mpeacTaBuTh cebe uX Iulia.

"3HAYUT, 9TO HEe JI0Kb, YTO OH XOPOIIIO ¢ ToOOH obpalrancs?" cipocuia KOpojieBa, BO3Bpallas ee K
pPa3roBopy.

Ona noxara mnedaMu. "Tak X0poImo, Kak TOJbKO MoxeT [lapT Beimep".

KoponeBa KuBHYIa, TIOHKMMasi, YTO BpeMEHU [AJIS MTOJTyYeHUs JanbHeued nHhopMauun
He[0CTaTOYHO: "MEI IIPOBEeeM CracaTe/lbHYyI0 OlepaLuio, KaK TOIbKO..."

"Bl He MoxkKeTe 00bIlle PUCKOBaTh Bolickamu!" kpukHyia [TagMe. "BoccTaHue U Tak yxKe
pasBanuBaeTcsa!"

"Huxkakux Bolck." KoponeBa oTBeTusa, Kadas rojioBoM: Y Hac eCTh MacTepa-IxKeaau, KOTOPhIe
IIPULIIY Ha IIOMOIIb, HO MBI IOJIKHEL 3HATh, Te OHU [epzKaT Bac, Ha CIydail, eCJid OHU He ITO3BOJIAT
BaM BEPHYTHCS K paboTe Ha TOCTOSTHHOM OCHOBeE."

"¢1 He coBceM yBepeHa." mpoienTtana [Tagme. OHa Hafesach, YTO 3BYKHU 3a ABEPbHI0 OLITIU JUIIH €€
BooOpaxkeHueM. "MHe TOJIbKO YTO CKa3aJ/Id, YTO 3TO BiafieHus Belmepa".

"JTto0as moficKa3Ka [0CTaToYHo xopoira". KoponeBa GbICTpo oTBeTHIA: "¢ OTIIPaBUIIa MHOXKECTBO
¢aiinoB Ha Balll faTalajl, TOT, KOTOPHIM BaM fJanu Buepa. Bce onu B cekpeTHOM Komie Koposneser Haby,
KOTOPHIM MBI BCe BBIYUHMIIM 3a BpeMsl Halllero mpeOriBaHus Ha 1mocTy KoposneBsl. iMmepusi Hu4ero He
3a1003pUT. f TakXKe IPOILy HEMEJIEHHO BEPHYTh BaM Apouaa-acTpoMexa. {1 nonpocun Jopme
OCHaCTHUTH €ero..."

[Ipu 3ByKe UMEHHU CBOeU y4liei noapyry, [lagme He Moria He IpepBaTh CBOIO KOPoJesy. "[lopme?"



3aKpuyaja OHa, - "C Hel Bce B mopsagke?".

Koponesa kuBHyna. "[a. [Ixka [Ixa u [JopMme ObUIH OTIIpaBieHbl 00paTHO Ha Teun. Mbl paboTaeM Haf
VX BO3BpallleHueM".

O, cnaBa Curne! [Tagme B3moxHYyNa ¢ o0neryenueM: "Tak BOT I'ie OCTabHEIE COTPYAHUKY U JIeJieraThl
Haby?

Kopornesa cpenana mmay3sy, Ha ee Julle IOSBUJIOCh HEAOYMeHHOe BripaxkeHnue. OT 3TOro B3rIdaa y
[Tapme ynarno ceppue. "OHU He cKa3anu Tebe?" B HeJOyMeHUM CIIPOCHIIa KOPOJeBa.

"Yr1o He cka3anu?" Tuxo crupocuna [lagme, He yBepeHHas, X04eT JIM OHa 3HaTh OTBET.

"Tlapgme..." Tuxo npourenTana Koposnesa, npexpae yeM pe3K0 BOOXHYTh: "OHU MEpPTBH".

Mornopnoii ceHAaTOp 3a00XHYJIach, U ee PYKHU MOIHECTUCH K nuiy. Her.

"UMmnepusa yauuTOXKUIA UX". Koposesa pogoxuia: "Buepa s mojgy4yusia JOKYMEHTEL O TOM, YTO OHU
npepatenu MMmnepuu. {1 Hu4Yero He MOry coenath. Y MeHsI eCTb HOBOCTH, 4TO caM Beupep croenan
CBOUM JIMYHEIM IOJITOM YOUTDb KaXkKOoe UMs B cnucKe neturuii. [leneratsl HaOy 6bU1 Ha caMoM
BEPXy".

"Kaxporo?" Cka3as B HefoyMeHuu: "Bce MepTBH".

9TOr0 HE MOTJIO OBITh.

"910 crmoxHO". Koponesa o0bsicHuia: "Ho Beck mepconan Haby, 3a uckmouyenruem [xa [Ixka u
IlopMa, TOTHOCTHIO HCcYe3",

[Touemy? [Touemy oH He nomaaun ux? [Touemy oH nomanguin MeHs? OHU BCe MEPTBSI!

[TagMme He MOTTIa coepKaTh Cle3, KOTOPEEe Hadallu KaTUThCA I10 ee Jany. "0, Cutx!" nmnakana oHa,
"OHn MepTBbI".

"V Hac HeT BpeMeHHU." mpoperdana Koponesa, "Mb 6ymeM omaakuBaTh UX IOTEPIO, KOTMa 3Ta BOMHA
3akoHuuTCA!"

"OHu MepTBH], IIOTOMY 4YTO TOMOINIX MHe!" orpri3Hymnacsk [lagme. [Jaxke B OLITHOCTH KOposneBoi Haly
el OBUIO TPYIHO CMUPHUTLCS CO CMePThI0 Apyrux. Korma KTo-T0 yMuparn u3-3a Hee, OHa YyBCTBOBAja
cebs1 OTBETCTBEHHOM, KaK U ceiyac.



"OHu MepTBHI, TOTOMY 4TO y pyns [lannaTtun u Benpep!" 3akpudana Koponesa: "He Tepsi pacCymox,
[Tagme. Tel HyKHa HAM".

[Tapme meITamach KOHTPONIMPOBATH CeOs U B KOHIIE KOHIIOB IIPeyCIena, HO ee pa3yM, B OTJINYHUE OT
cJie3, He ocTaHaBnuBaics. "C MOel ceMbell BCce B IOPSIIKe?" CyIOPOKHO ClipalilnBaa oHa. "OHu
XKUBBI?"

Koponesa kuBHyna: "C Balleil ceMbeil Bce B MOpsigKe, 6€CIIOKOIOCh TOJIBKO 3a Bac".

CnaBa Cune. OHu B nopsake, HO Haposro nu? OHM, HOMXKHO OBITh, moanucanu netunuio! O OymeT
[IpeciefoBaTh U ux!

3BYK IIaroB, TpuOIUXKaoIMXCI K IBepu KabuHeTa [Tagme, 3acTaBuil 00enx KeHIIWH 3aMepPEeTh.

"Onu ugyT". KoponeBa o0bsBUIIa MOHUXKEHHBIM TOJI0COM: "$1 ToCcTapaCch CBSI3aThCS C BAMHU B
onuxaiiee BpeMs. Begute cebs Tak, Kak OynTo CBSI3b IIpepBaiach”.

[Tagme He ycIienla OTBETUTD, KaK [I0KKHA KIIOHOB BOpPBaach B iBepu ee KabWHETa, KaK pa3 BOBpeMs,
YTOOB! YBUOETE...

HHUYEero.

[lng HUX oHa OblTa OJHA, CTOSIIAS IIocpenu CBOero KaOuHeTa. [Tagme IIepeBoagujia B3TJisdn C
[eCaHTHUKA Ha JeCaHTHUKA, ¥ OHHU [eJlajld TO XKe caMoe C Hel; HO B I0JI0Be Yy Hee OblIa TOJIBKO OfHA
MEICJIb.

I'me oH, 9epT BO3bMH, HaXOI[I/ITCH?

Ona He XoTena ero BumeTh. OHa He XoTena OBITh psAmoM ¢ HUM. Ho oHa XoTesa, 4TOOB OH ORI 3[ECh.
Ona xoTena KpruaTh Ha Hero. OHa xoTesna u30uth ero. OHa xoTena... I'me oH O6b11? Kak oHa Moria
HapylaTh IpaBuiia, a Belinepa He ObIO PSAXOM, YTOOR HaKa3aTh ee? ITO He uMesio cMbiciia. OH OB
TeM, KTO [I0JI2KeH OBIJT CJIEOUTD 3@ Hel, HO OH OCTaBUII ee OfHY. [I0JIKHBI OBITH IIOCIIEICTBUS, HO
KapaTesis HUrge He ObUIO BUIHO. JTO OBIIO He 1OX0XKe Ha Belimepa.

KnoHbI-mecaHTHUKY OKPYXKWUIM ee, 3afiaBasi BOIIPOCH], KOTOpPLIE OHA He ylaBiuBana. Ee pasym Obin
CITUIIKOM faneko. Kak u Bce, ¢ KeM OHa Korga-nmubo paborasna B CeHaTe... ©ucuesnu. IIpoiuino elre
HECKOJIbKO MUHYT, IIPeXKe YeM COJIHATH IIOHSJIH, YTO OHA He coOupaeTcs oTBedyaTh. OHA ToxKe Oblyia
CITMIIIKOM [IaJieKo. YIna.

OpuH 13 conpmaT Hadall IMOATAJIKUBaTh ee K CTONY, U OHa 6e3 KoneOaHuil MOOYMHUIIACh. Eil HyKHO
OBLII0 cecTh. MuUp, Ka3anoch, Kpyxkusncs. Hu4uTo He Ka3anoch pealbHEIM. Ee pa3yM, Ka3anoch, UCYe3.
Kak u Bce octanbHoe. OHa He Moria fymMaTh. OHa He Morja fAblnaTh. OHa He MOTJja IOHSATh, YTO
IIPOUCXOOUT BOKPYT Hee.



OmHaKO OHa YJIOBHIIA ONHY BeIllb... ONHY (hpa3y OMHOTO JeCAHTHUKA, BOeXKaBIIIero B KOMHATY, KOTHa
OH OCTAHOBWJICSI BO3JI€ CBOETO KOMAaHIMpa.

"Jlopg Beiimep yXke B myTH, cap".
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