Hwuyero He BHIMOET, fyMan Belifiep, BpEBasCh B CBOU JIMYHEIE ITIOKOU U CPHIBasi C ce0s OmexXay,
CKPBIBABIILYIO €ro OT rajakTuKu. Korga omexna yrnasa Ha 11071, Beliep M04yBCTBOBAJI, KaK XOJIOAHLIN
BO3[IyX KOCHYJICS €T0 KOXHU. XOJIOf, CJIOBHO UIJIaMH BIIMJICS B €r0 paHbl. PaHEl, KOTOPEIE HUKAK He
MOTJIX 3aTAHYThCA. Bomb pagosana ero. OH MOCMOTPEII B 3€PKajlo, KOTOPOe CTOAJIO IIePe HUM, U eMy
CTaJIO0 IPOTUBHO OT TOr'0 YeJIOBeKa, KOTOPHIA CMOTPeJl Ha Hero. IIoCTOsIHHOe My4YeHue OT MHOTHX
Belleli, HO UMEHHO 3TUM U Oblla XKUu3Hb Belifepa... MyderneM. OH ornsigesics BOKpyT cels, o0ysach
IIyCTOTOM. 310eCh, KOTfia OH OBLI IeMCTBUTEIBHO OOUH, eMy He HyKHO ObLIO psaTaTthed. OH cell Ha
KPOBaTh, IOKPEITYI0 YEePHOU NIPOCTEIHEH, KOTOPast CTOsIJIa IOCPefy KOMHATHL. MATKUM MaTepuail
obreran ero Teyo, HO He faBajl eMy HUKaKoro komdoprta. M4arkocts He Oblla TeM, K 4eMy IIPUBBIK
Belifep, 1 Korfia OH OLIyIIas ee, OHA OTTaJIKUBasla ero. IT0 HAallOMHHUJIO EMY O €T0 PaHHEM 00y4eHUU
B eTcTBe. EMy He HyXHa Oblna MATKoCTh. EMy He HyxeH Obi1 KoMbopT. KoMbopT Ov11 0151 cradbix.
O=H He OBl Cr1A0OBIM.

Beiimep pasmpazxeHHO 3aphiyall, OTTAJIKUBAsSCh OT 00IbHOM MATKOCTH. OH He MOT IIPOCTO CHETh
3mech. Y Hero Ovinu G6oree BaxkHBIE fefa. Mcnons3ys Cuiy, OH Ipu3Ball fatanaj 13 Apyroro KoHIa
KOMHATHI B CBOIO 3aTSHYTYIO B IIepUyaTKy PyKy. Kpemko gepxka yCTpOUCTBO, OH IIPOCMOTPEIT
OecuucnenHsle paiibl B HeM, IepeMelIasch 10 CBOUM ITOKOSM, II0Ka He fo0pascs IO CBOEro
KaOwHeTa. Boiins B TeMHYI0 KOMHATY, OH CeJT 3a CBOM CTOJI, TOTPY3UBIIKCH B CBOM CTPafaHusi. OH
OTKpBIJT ITANIKy, IIPUCIaHHYI0 eMy YuuTeneM. B HeM comepaKanuch Bce MOAPOOHOCTH MPEICTOSIINUX
yKaCHBIX Heflelnb. [IompoOHOCTH, KOTOPEIe YUUTENb JOXKEeH OBIJT paccKa3aTh eMy JTUYHO U, TJIaBHOE,
ele 0o ero npubnTug Ha KopycasT.

Cama MEICTIb 0 ero YuuTesie 3acTaBujla Belepa BCIBIXHYTh OT THeBa. BoT gypak. Becst aTa cuTyauus
OblIa IyCTOM TPATOX BPEMEHH... U COBEPIIEHHO OCKOPOUTeNbHOU. Belimep He 00U 0CTaBaThCS B
HeBeJIeHUH, KOTfla [eJio Kacanochk Muccuii. Kakop OblT m1aH ero YuuTtesns? Brio 11 Bce 3TO IPOCTO
UCIIbITaHueM? Beliepy 9T0 He HpPaBUJIOCh... COBCEM HeET. McmbiTaHKe, YTOOH fOKa3aTh 4YTO?
HcnriTanue, 4ToOH ToKa3aTh ce6s1? Coio cuny? CBoio nmpegaHHocTh? CBOIO BEpHOCTL? Pa3Be OH He
IoKasas 9To yxe ceriyac? OH OBUT YBEPEH, YTO MTOCTIe BCEro, YTO OH CHesiall, TOCje BCero, 4ero OH
IOCTHUT, OH y2Ke [0Ka3aJ CBOI mpaBoTy. YHUUTOXKeHue OpaeHa [[xkenaes. Bo3srilienue UMnepuu.
YHuuToxeHnue [ToBcTaHyeckoro AnbsHca. Becerga nogymHANCA KaXkXaoMy IIpUKa3y U XKejnaHuiwo [JapTa
Cupguyca. CImCoK MOXKHO IIPOAOJIKATh U IPORoIKaTh. OH TOIBKO U fefiall, YTO AoKa3kIBajl CBOIO
IPeJaHHOCTh. A Temeps 3T0? IT0 ObI0 0CKOPOUTENbHO. [IycTas TpaTa BpeMeHH U CHUIL.

Huyero mogo6HOTO OH He 0XKUMAAJ, KOTrMa ero YYuTeb IIOIIPOCHII ero BepHyThcs Ha KopycauT. OH
HaJesJICs, YTO YUYUTENb MIPOCTO IIOMPOCHUII €TI0 IPUCYTCTBUS IJISI TOTO, YTOOH yCTPAUIUTE. [lanmaTuHy
Bcerfa OBIIO Jierde mOOUTHCS CBOETO, KOorfa B KOMHaTe Haxonusics [TapT Belimep. Bce 6osmuck rHeBa
Beiimepa, u He 0e3 ocHOBaHui. OH He caepxkuBascs. C TaKOro pofa 3afaHusiMu Belimep mor
crpaBuThCcs. OH TPATHUII IparoeHHoe BpeMsi, HO Bce ObII0 Okl OBICTPO U 6€3 yCUIui, HO, KaK BCerpa,
BCe OBIJIO HE TaK MPOCTO.

KoneuHo, Belimep 3Has, 4TO €r0 MUCCHS C CEHATOPOM AMUIanol He 3aKOHYeHa, HO OH HUKOTa He
IyMaJl, 4TO ero Y4YuTelb JOUMET [0 TaKoro. Belimep Hafessnics, YTo NPOMAET ropa3no 6obiie
BpeMeHH, Ipexke 4YeM eMy CHOBA IIPUETCSI UMeTh IeJI0 C MOJIOAOU OeBYyIKOoU. OH BCe elle Xeall,
yTOOBI CEHATOP YMepJia Tparnuecku, BO3MOXKHO, B pe3y/ibTaTe yOUiiCTBa, 4ero-uubynb
MYYUTEJILHOT0; HO BCE, YTO YTONHO, TUIIb OBl 130aBUTh CBOIO XKU3Hb OT Hee. HaBcerna. XoTs OH 3HaIl,
YTO 3TO MaJIOBEPOSITHO, X OH He MOT IIPOAJIUTE 3aBUAHYIO BEYHOCTh. ITO OBUI JIUIIb BOIIPOC BPEMEHY,
KOTZla OH YBUOUT ee CHOBa. TeM He MeHee, 9T0 OBIIO COBCEM He TO, Yero oxupas Belgep.



HMmepaTop 3Ha, 4To Beliiep Obl1 BO3MYILIEH B TOT MOMEHT, KOTfIa CJIOBa MMOKUHYIHU €T0 T'yOHL.
Betimep He MBITANICS CKPBITH CBOM 4yBCTBa. OH HEHABUMAEN €€ U JII00YI0 MBICITh O TOM, YTOOHI OLITH
PSIOOM C Hel, a Telepb, Ka3ajioCh, eMy IPULETCS MOCTOSSHHO HaXOOUTHCS PSAAOM C Heu. EMy HeKyna
o110 6exkaTh. Beliep OHUMAJ, YTO €ro YUUTEJIb XOUeT MOIYYUTh OTBETH, HO MOUTH [0 TaKOU
creneHu? Bo 4uTo GBI TO HU CTaJIo, 3aIIPUTE AEBYLIKY, HO He Tak. [IycTh Belifep BEIKUMaeT U3 Hee
IIpaBfy, BITAET ee 0 TeX 0P, TOKa OHa He CMOXKeT 0OJIbIlle TepIieTh. A He UrpaTh C Hell B KaKue-To
TJIyIIbIe UTPHL.

Bo BpeMsi KpaTKOTo MHCTPYKTazXKa O IIJlaHe CBoero Mactepa Cuauyc roBOpUJI O HAUBHOCTHU AEBYIIKYU U
0 TOM, KaK JIeTKO ee OyfieT CIIOMUTb. Beliflep He COTJIacuiICcs, HO He CTajll TOBOPUTH 00 9TOM CBOEMY
Mactepy. OH He CKpbIBaJI CBOMX YYBCTB, HO 3HAJI, YTO JIy4Ille HE BEICKA3bIBaTh CBOMX COMHEHUH. OH
3HaJI, K KaKUM II0CJIe[ICTBUSIM MOXKET IMPUBECTH TAaKOH IOCTYIIOK.

HauBHas neBoukKa.

ITaxe Korma Belimep cam Ha3BaJl MOJIOJOTO CEHAaTOPa HAaWBHOM, OH HE UMeJI 9Toro B BuAy. OH IIPOCTO
HEeHaBUIET ee, HEHaBUE, HO OHA He Oblyla HAUBHOU. B Hel OBIJIO YTO-TO TaKoe, Yero He ObIIO Y
6onbIIMHCTBA ceHaTopoB. OHa Oblyla yMHA, aMOUIIMO3HA U... OacHa. ETro yuuTens OB IIYIIIIOM, eCTU
nyMman rnHade. OH HegoolleHUBal ee. Kak u MHorue fipyrue, Ho He Belinep. KoHeuyHo, oHa Onina
MOJIOfIa, HO, OMSTH XK€, KaK ¥ OH. He To 4TOOBI KTO-TO 3HAJI 06 3TOM, HO OH MOT TOJIbKO IIPEICTABHUTE,
ecnu Obl OHM 3HaMU. OHM, BEPOSITHO, OTHOCUJIKUCH OBl K HEMY TakK xke. K cuacThio, y Beiimepa OblI0
npukpeITHe. 1715 ranakTuky Bedimep OblT HecTapewmuM. Y Hero He ObU10 Havana. OH He XKWIT 10
Hmmnepuu. OH MPOCTO MOSBUJICS B TOT MOMEHT, Koraa Oblyla co3maHa MMmepus, 1 UMEHHO TaKuM
Beiimep HamMepeBasicst ee COXPAaHUTE.

HukTo He MOT pasrajaTh ero TalHb, er0 CeKpPeTHl. [laxe caMblil TIOOOMBITHEIN U3 HUX. [laxke
ceHaTop AMupana.

Ha nure Beliepa mosiBuIach YXMBIIKA, KOTHa OH BCIIOMHUJI CEHATOpPAa U TO, KAK OH B3BOJIHOBAJ €€
HECKOJIbKO MUHYT Ha3aj. BO3MOKHO, OH 3allleNl CIMIIKOM JajieKo, HO eMy OBLIO Bce paBHO. Eciiu oH
IoyKeH OBIT CTPafaTh OT ee MPHUCYTCTBUS, OH MOT ObI HAUTH YIOBOJILCTBUE B UX 3aTPYOHUTEIILHOM
moyioxkeHuu. Y oH Haresn. ITo ObI0 Tak 3a6aBHO. OH IBITAICS OCTAHOBUTLCS, HO MIPOCTO HE MOT.
OTBeTHI, KOTOPBIE OH ITO/Iy4all Ha CBOM KOMMEHTapHUH, TOJIBKO ellle 60Jbllle ITPOBOIMPoBanu ero. OH
MoOT T1y00KO HEHaBHUIETh ee, HO eMy OUeHb HpaBU/IaCh €e Peaklys Ha ero KoMMeHTapuu. Bo3aMoxHO,
OH CMOZKET HeMHOT0 pPa3BjIeybCs, ITI0KA OHA OCTAETCS B €T0 CTeHaX.

Belinep pasgpakeHHO B3MOXHYJI, 0CO3HAB, YTO II03BOJIUJI CBOUM MEBICIIAM 3aTPOHYTh TaKyl0
Oecmone3nyio TeMy, Kak ceHaTop. He OblJIo BpeMeHU AyMaTh O TAKWX BelllaX, 0COOEHHO O
HaJ0e[IUBOY [eBYIIKe, KOTOpas HaXOAUIIach BCET0 B HECKOJIBKUX OBepPsX 0T Hero. CaM ¢akT Toro,
YTO OHA HaXOAMWIach B OMHOM 3[laHUU C HUM, OTTajKuBal ero. OH HaMepeHHO BEITECHUJI CeHaTopa B
caMble TJTyOMHEI CBOETO CO3HAHMUS, TOYHO TaK Ke, Kak HaMepeHHO BEIYEPKHYJ U3 MaMsATH yOI0aKa
Pama Knosuca. Terneps 0H ObIT BEIHYKI€H BCIIOMUHATD UX 00oux. Heyxenu 3Ta IEITKa HUKOTTa He
3aKOHYUTCA?

3BYyK IIapKaoUIUX IIaroB, MpUOIUKAIOIIKUXCS K eT0 KaObuHEeTy, 3acTaBui Beiimepa oTopBaThCs OT
paboTH ¥ TOCMOTPETHL BBEPX. B KOMHATY BOIIIEN 30JI0TOM ITPOTOKOJIBHBIM IPOUM, PafOCTHO BCKULIBAS



pyKu: "BOT BH r'e, X03541H! B1arocjioBuTe MOU CXeMHI, S Tak paj BUAETE..."

"4 He B HacTpoeHuwu, 3PO." npoprdan Beimep, 0TBOAS BITIAMN OT APOKIA U BO3BPAIIAsCh K
YCTPOUCTBY B CBOUX PyKax.

Ipounma He Gecrnokousa rpybocTs ero xo3ssuHa. OH IPUBHIK K Hel. ITO OBIIO TO, C YeM OH HAyUMIICS
JKHUTD 3a TOIbI XKU3HU ¢ JIopmoMm cuTxoB. He oOpalrasi BHUMaHHUS Ha CKBePHOE HaCTPOEHHE CBOET0
xo3suHa, 3PO HampaBuics K Belgepy: "4 Tak nmoHKWMalo, Ballle MyTeIlecTBUe ObIIO0 YCIeNTHBIM?"

Ecnu 6wl gpoup OB KeM-TO APYruM, Belimep OBl ero pa3gaBuil 3a TO, YTO TOT HEe OCTaBUII €T0 B
II0OKO€E; HO [poun He OblT KeM-To gpyruM. OH OblT ApounoM Belimepa, IPpOeKTOM, CO3MaHHBIM JaBHBIM-
OABHO, €IMHCTBEHHEIM "4EeJIOBEKOM", KOTOPHIM Beliiep XOTk HEMHOT0 JOPOXUI. TeM He MeHee,
Beiimep He O0TBETHUTI eMy.

Ipoupna ato He Gecrnokouno. [ToHAB, UTO ero X03siuH He cobupaeTcs otBedaTs, 3PO B35 Ha cebst
CMeJIOCTh OTBETUTH Ha CBOU BOIIpoC. "O, KOHEYHO, BCe IIpoIuIo ycnelnHo! Ha MeHbIllee BEL He
corjacHbI!"

Befmep IIpOoaoJIZKaJl MOJI4aTh, €TI0 B3TTIANL OBIIT IIPUKOBAH K CBOEMY OaTallafgy.

3PO momsiTuics Ha3an, IOHUMas, YTO ero He XKAYT. " 0CTaBIIIO Bac, X035UH. f 0YeHb paj BUNETh Bac
moMa'.

IHoMa.

9T0 cn0BO BO3MyTHUIIO Bermepa. YKe BTOPOU pa3 3a CETOOHSAIIHUN Bedyep KTO-TO Ha3kbIBall 9TY... 3Ty
TIOPEMY ero noMoM. Y [lapTta Beiimepa He Obisio foma. OH He Hykpaascs B HeM. OH He X0TeJl eTo
uMeTh. OHa HallOMKUHAJIA EMY O CIIUIIKOM MHOTHX BelllaX... CIMIIKOM MHOTUX BOCIIOMUHAHUSAX. ..
BOCIIOMMHAHHUSX, KOTOPLEIE OH He MOT II03BOJIUThL cebe BCIIOMUHATL. BocIOMUHAHUS, KOTOPHIE OH
IaBHO TIOXOPOHMIL.

OTorHas omacHBIEe MBICTIH, Belep mepelesn K MepBOMY 4YeI0BEKY, KOTOPHIM Ha3Ball 3Ty TIOPbMY
csouM goMoM. CeHaTop Amupgana. Ero B3risag DOOHSAICS OT YCTPOUCTBA B PYKe K yAagollencs
¢durype ero gpoupa. "3PO." mo3Basn 0H, ¥ OPOUL TYT XKe ITOBEPHYJICS.

"Ma, x03IuH?"

Belifep onycTumn gatamnan Ha CBOM CTOJI, Hafle2KHO 3aKphUI €r0, a 3aTeM CKPEeCTHUJI PyKU Ha 0101
rpynou. "MHe HYXKHO, 4TOOBI TH KO€-4TO IJIs MeHs chean'.

"0, 4TO yrogHo, X03suH!" BocxuieHHO BOCKIUKHYN 3P0, nmpobupasick oOpaTHO K Belnepy.



"Jlopm Cuguyc man MHe HOBOe 3aflaHue". cKa3asl Beligep, mogHMMAasCh CO CBOEr0 Kpecia 1
HAIpPaBIASACE K 307I0TOMY Apouny. "Iloxoxke, y Hac MOSBUIICA I'OCTh Ha BpeMd, U..."

"Tocte!" pagmoctHO 3akpuyan 3P0, - "Kak 3aMeuartenbHo! d HUKOTAa HE AyMal, 9YTO YBUXKY..."

Cuactbe 3PO OblI0 HENONTUM, TaK KaK XKeCTKUM B3TJA1 Belimepa 3acTaBuil €ro 3aMoT4aTh,
npenynpexnas, 4ToObl OH He TepecTyma IPaHull.

"Kaxk s y2Ke TOBOPUJI, - XOJIOOHO TIPOAOJIKUII Beilifiep, - MHe HYKHO, YTOOHI TH 1103a00THIICS O Hel'".

"O Hen, xo3sauH?" yousneHHo crpocun 3PO.

Belinep pasgpakeHHO B3[MOXHYJI, YKa3biBasd Ha 30J10TOTO Apouna. "[la, ona. He gymaii 06 atom, 3PO.
Ona cenatop Umnepckoro Cenara. IMmepaTop AEPKHUT €€ 3[0eCh B IJIeHY [0 JalbHEUIINX
pacnopsikeHuu".

"Xane." 3PO mpobopmoTan: "d Hagesncs..."

"IIpekpaTu HagesaThCA." munesn Beinep, 0TBOpauuBasacCh OT CBOEro gpouna. "HamesaTscd - yoen
crmabrrx". [lonroe BpeMs OBITIO THXO, Ipexae 4yeM Beligep 3aroBopuit cHoBa, HO C3PO Tepmenuso
JX[aJ, yBaXxas IIPOCTPAHCTBO CBOETO x03suHa. He moBopauuBasch ITUIIOM K CBOEMY Apouny, Belimep
3aroBopuil: "MHe HyKHO, YTOOHI T IIOMOT €l B Mepy CBOUX BO3MOXKHOCTe#". Ero ronoc ckasan
HECKOJIbKO MATKO: "OHa He JOJIXKHA ITOKHUAATh CBOI0 KOMHATy 6e3 Moero paspelieHusi. MHe He
HY2KHO, 4TOOBI OHa Bje3asia Bo Bcsikue Belu. CrieiuTe 3a TeM, 4TOObI OHa He IOolafiasiach MHE Ha
IIyTH, S X04y 3a0BITh O ee IPUCYTCTBUU B 9TUX CTeHaX".

"C ymoBonbcTBUEM". moOe3HO oTBeTU 3P0, "{ cmenaio Bce, 4TO B MOUX CHJIax..."

Betinep nopusan pyky, 3actasnsis 3PO 3aMom4yaTh, U APOUA MTHOBEHHO IIOBUHOBAJICA. TeMHBIN Jlopa
IIOTSHYJICSL B KapMaH, OoCTaBasi KOMM, KOTOPHIM I'POMKO 3alHIIarl.

"JIyuie 661 9TO OBISIM XOPOLIKE HOBOCTH". TIpoIIXIeN Befep, MOmHOCS YCTPOMCTBO KO PTY.

Betinep ycrbliian TSKebi B3J0X U C YOOBOJILCTBHEM IIOHSJI, YTO HAIyTal TOro, KTO OBIJT Ha APYTroM
KOHIIe KOMMa.

"Y MeHs HeT Bcell HOYU'". IPOphIYal OH.

"Mowu u3BuHeHUs, 10pxa Belimep". MyKCKOU TOJI0C OTBETUI HepeIuTenbHO: "Ho BO3HUKIIA
cutyauusd..."



Beninep Haxmypurncs. "4To 3a cutyanus?" pa3gpaxkeHHO IIPophiYai OH, He JaBas MyK4uHe
IOTOBOPUTE.

[onoc MyK4YuHBL HAiJIOMUJICS, ¥ OH I'Iy00KO0 BOOXHYJ. "UrmeHaM [ToBCTaHUECKOTO IBUXKEHUS yIaIoCh
IPOHUKHYTH Ha Hallly T7laBHYI0 0a3y, 37ech..."

"Uro!" cepmuTo KpUKHYNI Beiinep, pa3buB HEOOBIION IPeaMeT, JIeXKaBIIrii Ha ero cToje. Ka3amocs,
OH HUYero He 3aMeTus1, Ho 3PO GBICTPO TOCMOTPEN MeXIy CBOMM X03SMHOM M OCKOJIKaMH,
yHaBIIKMH Ha TOJI.

"KoHeuyHO, MbI UX 3afiepxKanu!" OLICTPO 00BSIBU MYKUYUHA, ITBITAsICh YCIIOKOUTL HEPBEL TEMHOTO
Jlopma.

9T0 He cpaboTaro.

"¢ 6ymy Tam HEMe[JIEHHO". CePAUTO OTBETUTT Belgep.

OH He cTaJ JOXKUAATHCS OTBETA YEeJIOBEKa, a y2Ke Hayall JeliCTBOBaTh. BEICTPO BEPHYBIIKCH B CBOU
JIMYHLIE TIOKOM, OH HavaJl TepeofeBaThCd B CBOIO MaHTHIO. K ToMy BpeMeHu, korga 3PO Boizen B eTo
KOMHATY, OH yXe yCIIeJI IpeBPaTUTLCA B 3HaMeHUToro lapTa Beliepa, KOTOPOro 3Hana BCA
rajakTuka.

"¢ BepHyCB". 00BABUN OH, Tpoxons mumo 3P0, - "I[TomHH, 4TO 9 CKasan".

"KoneuHo, x03sguH". 3PO 0TBETHI aBTOMaATH4Y€ECKH, a 3aTEM IIOCMOTPEJT Ha YeI0BeKa C
6ecmokoicTBOM. "4 mMpocTo xoTesn Obl, YTOOBI TH OTOOXHYJI, IIPEeX/e YeM BEIXOOUTL 00paTHO. TH
HUKormga..."

3P0 He ycmen 3aKOHYUTH IIPEAJI0KEHNE, KaK ero X035IMH UCYe3 B HOYU.

Bce aTo BpeMs pa3yM Belimepa gpoxar, ougyias Cumy Bokpyr cebs. [la, mogymarn Betinep, Cuna
CerogHs CO MHOH.
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