[Tagme ocTaHOBUIA €T'0; OHA He M03BOJIsINIa eMY HUKYAa yXoauTh. OHa OBICTPO COCKOYHUJIA C KPOBATH,
YyTh He CIIOTKHYBIIKCH O COOCTBEHHbIe HOTH. "Hy ¥ 4T0?" BOCKIUKHYJIA OHA, TOYTH IIbSHO IIaras 3a
Jlopmom cuTxoB. "Temepb MHEI COCEOH IO KOMHaTe?"

"Het." oTBeTun Beligep, TyT XKe NPUOCTAHOBUBIINCH U TIOBEPHYBIIKUCE JIUIIOM K [EBYIIKe, KOTOpas
IBITAJIaCh €T0 IIpecaenoBaTs. "Bel 3aK/I0YeHHas, CeHaTop. { - Balll Cy[bs, IPUCSKHBIN, TIOPEMIIUK U
nanay”.

[TagMme onemwia, HO He yOUBUIIach. " myMara, uMmnepatop [lanmnaTuH ckasajl, 4To Bhl 3allUIaeTe
MeHs. YTo 1 HeBHHOBHA'".

"Thl 3Haellb ero UCTUHHOE 3HaYeHUe He XyXKe MeHs".

"3HAQUUT, THI PELINII TPOMYCTUTH AepbMO ¢ OaHTaMu". mpoOopMoTasa ITagMe, HAXMYPHUBIIKCS.

"BepHo."

"A TlannaTuH He Pa303/IUTCS, YTO Thl €My He IOJAbITPEIBaelh?"

"¢l He OIUTHK, CeHATOp." YeCTHO OTBeTHII Belimep. " urpaim mo cBOMM COOCTBEHHEIM IIPABUIIAM.
Hert cMricna nraTh, Korga Mbl 06a 3HaeM IpaBfy".

[Tagme BCOMHUJIa CBOM Pa3roBop ¢ ApyroM, beitniom Opranoi, KOTOPHEIY COCTOSJICS MHOT'O MECSILIEB
Ha3ap. baun ckasars, 4To Beliiep He NMONUTHUK U He JIKeT, Kak [lannaTtuld. Beugep mokasan npaBoTy
aTux cioB. [lagMe Mornia ¢ 9TUM cornacuthes. OHa He X0Tejla HU B YeM IIPU3HaABaThCS, HO U HE
XOTeJla KUTh BO JIXKU. [IpuHATH PakTel Beiifepa OblsI0 ny4llle, 4eM co3haBaTh GaHTa3UU B CBOEH
rojioBe. ITO OBIJIO JIy4llle, Y4eM ITOBEPUTH B JIOXKb [lanmaTrHa.

[TagMe coepzKuBajia 9MOLIMY, KOTOPBIE I'PO3UJIA IPOPBaThCS Hapyxky. OHa He CTaHET IIJIaKaTh lepen
IOaptoMm Beitmepom. OHa He X0Tela, YTOOR OH 3HaJI, KaK CUIIbHO 3TO €€ PAHMUT.

Belifep Bo BTOPOY pa3 MOBEPHYJICS U MOMBITAJICS BHIMTH U3 KOMHATH, ¥ BO BTOPo¥ pa3 [lagme
OCTaHOBUJIA €TO.

"Kak monro g 3mechk Tpo0yny?" - TUXO CIIpOCHIa OHa.

Belinep coenan nmay3y U MeijIeHHO IIOBEPHYJICA K Hell nuuoM. [lagMe 4yBCcTBOBasla, KaK pacTeT ero
pasmpaxkeHue, Kak HaKaJsgeTcsl ero HpaB, KaK MCTOIIAeTCsl eT0 TepIeHue.

"CTOJIBPKO, CKOJIBKO COUYTET HYKHBEIM MMnepaTop". X010OHO 0TBeTUN Belmep.



[TagMe QrIpKHYyIa, TOHMMAas UCTUHHBIA CMBICH €0 CJIOB: "3HAUYUT, ITOKa g He CTaHy 0eClone3Houn".

ITo3a Belimepa paccnabunack, IOKa3bIBas €T0 pa3apaxkeHne €10, UX Pa3rOBOPOM U UX HOBBIM
cornamenueM. "ECiu TH Tak CUMTAEIIh". OTBETHUI OH 6e3Pa3IuyHO.

"Torpma oH yObeT MeHs".

Betinep ckpectun pyku. "Iloxkanyicra", - MpadyHO ycMexHyIcs oH. "OH He yOneT Tebs".

OHa 3HAaJa, Ha YTO OH HamMekaeT. MmnepaTop [lanmaTuH He cTaj Obl TAYKaTh CBOU PYKH, TO3TOMY Y
Hero ObiT Beiimep. UMeHHO moaTomy Beliiep mocMesinicst HaJl eée KOMMeHTapueM, IIOTOMY YTO OH
Oymet ee youiinieit. ETo cioBa mpo3By4asnu B ee rojioBe: " TBOM CyObsi, MIPUCSKHBEIN, TIOPEMILIUK U
nanay". OH uMen B BuAy OyKBaJbHO KaXkgoe cloBo. Ecnu eli cyxKpmeHo yMepeTh, Belinep OymeT TeM,
KTO 3a0epeT ee xku3Hb. [lapT Beliiep cTaHET ee CMEPTHIO.

JInno ITagMe 02KeCTOYUIIOCh, KOTa OHa IIOBEPHYJIACh JIULIOM K CUTXY, CTOSBIIEMY PSAAOM C HeU. "4 He
MOTI'y OCTaBaThCS 3LECh BEYHO".

Beiimep paccmesiics, OCkUIast MypalllKy 110 ITI03BOHOYHUKY [lagMe. "f u He miaHUpyo".

"Torga Kak mojiro?" clpocuia oHa, 0TBOpauyuBasich oT Beligepa. Eif HyKHO ObIJIO 3HATh, KaK [AOJTO
oHa TaM npobynmeT. Kak mojro oHa He YBUOUT CBOIO CEMbIO UK Opy3ei. Kak [0onro oHa He YBUAUT
Oomblrie HUYero, 4to nobuna. Kak monro oHa 6ynet ctpapmaThk. Kak monro oHa 6ymeT THUTHL B 9TOU
KOMHaTe, ITpexae YeM MedJIeHHO yMepeTh. Kak monro, moka Belifep He yobeT ee. CKOpPO JIH 3TO
npousoupet? Mnu nosxe?

MebIcu IPOHOCUINCE B €€ TOJNI0Be, IPUAYMEIBas, Kak oHa ympeT. OHa Hafiesiyiach, 4YTO OH YOBET ee BO
CHe, XOTSI COMHeBaJjiach B 3TOM. Hu MBITKU A1 Hee, HU pa3BlieueHus A1 Beiiiepa B 9TOM Clly4dae He
ovl10. M BCe Xe OHa Hafiestylack. BO3MOXKHO, OH YOBET ee BO CHe, HO TOJILKO ITOCJIe TOT0, KaK
IIOKOHYHT C HeH.

Bort 1 Bce. OHa He MOTJIa 3TOT0 BHIHECTH. Ei HY2XHEI OBLIJIM OTBETHI.

Belifnep no-npexxHeMy He OTBedYasl U He IIpU3HaBaJl ee BOIIPoC.

[TagMe pemnia Mpo#osKaTh; OHA 3aCTaBUT Belimepa OTBETUTH €. MCIIOb3ys CBOU HealbHbIN
r0JIOC CeHaTOpa, OHa CHOBa obpaTuiack K HeMy: "Jlopn Bedimep... eC/iu BBl He XOTUTE OTBEYaTh
MHE..."

"TloBephTe MHe, CEHATOP, - pa3gpakeHHo IIpopkidan Belinep, - eciu BH X0THUTe 60jiee KOPOTKUM
BU3UT, 4 C PafOCTBLIO0 BaM OTBeYy".



"C papocTbio? ThI TOMBKO YTO CKa3an "Cc pagocThio"?" ITagme HaCMEIIINBO paccMesinack: "9To HOBasg
3MOIIUSA Ay Te0s".

"Cenatop." mpopeiyaj ronoc Belfepa, noceinas erd 4yeTkoe npenynpexaenue. OHa faBuia Ha ero
nIpefesibl, UTpajia Ha ero HepBaX, a pa3fpaxeHue Beligepa HUKOra He IPUBOAMIIO HU K YeMy
XOPOIIEMY.

Ho eit 651510 Bce paBHO. Ecniu oHa foikHa OBITH HECYACTHOM, TO M OH TOXKe. BO3MOXKHO, eClii OHa
Pa303/IUT ero JOCTAaTOYHO CUIBHO, OH OTpearupyeT nNpoTuB Hee. OHa Haflesiyiack, YTO TakK U OyHeT.
OHa Hafesach, 4YTO OH IPOIMYCTUT MEJIOYY U IepelfeT K TOMY, YTOOB IIPOCTO YOUTE ee, CIIaCTH OT
yKaCHOro Oymyiiero, KOTopoe ObIIO YTOTOBAHO €.

Her. Trl momKHa BepUTh. CKa3ana oHa cebe. OH He X04YeT BUIETh MEHS 3[IeCh TakK e CUJIbHO, Kak
He x04y OBITh 30ech. MoxkeT ObITh, OH OymeT 6maropa3yMeH. MoxKeT OBITh, OH OTITYCTUT MEHS.

"Uto?" obneruyenno cupocusna [lagme, ctapasich He CIIUIIKOM HafesaThCs, - "Thl OTIYCTUIIL MeHS?".

"Her." Beiifiep OrphI3HYJICS, Pa3pyLIUB BCe ee HafleK bl OMHUM XOJIONHBIM CI10BOM. ET0 OTBET ObLN
sICe€H: cMepTh Oy[ieT ee eAMHCTBEHHBIM CITaCEHUEM U3 3TOTO afia.

[TagMe 3aphyalia, THEB B35 BepX Haf Hel. "M 4To Torma?" rHeBHO KPUKHYJA OHA. "ThHl yObellh MeHs,
Kak youn Pamma?"

"Koro?" cnpocun Beiifep, He 3a60Tsch 00 OTBETE.

"Pam Knosuc." cepauto 3assBuia [Tagme. OHa He MOTrJia IOBEPHUTh, UTO Belimep 3abrii 00 3TOM
yesnoBeke. Heyxkenu oH 3a0bIT BCEX CBOMX KEPTB?

Beligep cHOBa MpoMOIT4al, He JaBas OTBETA.

[TagMe moyeMy-To 3Hala, 9YTo Belimep He BOCIIPUHUMAET WX PA3rOBOP Bcephe3. OHa YyBCTBOBAJA, Kak
OH HAaCJIaXX[AeTCsa CBOEH CIIOCOOHOCTHIO BEIBOOUTE €€ U3 Ce0s1, ¥ 3TO TOJIBKO elrfe O0JIbIle BEIBOMUIIO
ee u3 cebq.

[Tagme ropsiuo paccMmesnach, THEB BeIpBajicd HapyXKy. OH focTaBajl ee, HO OHa He MOIJia ero
octaHoBuTh. OHA MPOCTO HOMXKHa OblNa oTpearupoBaTh. OHA MOMXKHA OBINIa BEIMTYCTUTH TO, YTO
mepxkasa BHYTpH. "THl 3a0BI7T 0 HEM?"

Belinep CKpecTun pyKy, IOBEPHYBIINUCH K CEPAUTOMY CEHATOPY PSAAOM C HUM, U Ha [0 CEKYH[E
[TagMme Owlnia yBepeHa, uTo BUAUT 3yOnl. Heyxkenu Beilifilep Tak HaclaXkaaeTcsl pa3rOBOPOM, YTO
ynei0aeTcs? YCblnaB ee MBICTH, Beliep ciierka OTCTPaHUIICS, HO BCe Xe IOIy4Yusl YAOBOJIbCTBUE OT
0CO3HaHUS TOTO, YTO IOTPeTaal HePBH Mojonou feByike. "Koro erme 51 3a0v1?" cipocun oH. Ero
rojioc 0BT HaCTOJIbKO HEBUHHBEIM, YTO [TamMe Oblia yBepeHa, UTO OH HacMeXaeTCsl Haj Heu.



Ee rueB B30opBancs. "Tel HEBO3MOXKEH!" 3aKpuyasia OHa, BCKUAbIBad PYKU B BO3AYyX. "MeHs TH TOXe
He ITOMHUIIB?"

Beiimep cpenan mar K ceHaToOpy, 3acTaBUB [lagMe IOCMOTPETh Ha BO3BHIIIAKOLIYIOCS IIepes Hel
¢urypy. Onu O6bUIM Tak 671M3K0, UTO IIPU HaIU4uK cBeTa [lagMe Moria Obl IETKO PasriIsfeTh JIUL0
Beiimepa. Ho cBeTa He Obs10. TonbKo ThMa. Bce Mbicu 0 TOM, uTo [TagMe BuAena o[ KalioIIOHOM,
ucue3nu. Y Belimepa He OBIIO JUIlA, TOMBKO YepHas 6Oe3gHa.

"V MeHs OBIJIO MHOT'O XKEHIWH". TOPsTY0 OTBETUIT Belimep.

[TagMme TyT XKe cpenaja LIar Ha3af, IIOTPSICEHHAs TEM, YTO OH fesaeT. "Y Tebs HuKorma He OBIIo
MeHs". OHa OrpHI3HYJIACh, laBas MOHSATH, UYTO HUKOTHA He Oblyla ¥ He OyHeT MpruHaaiexkaTh Belinepy.
OHa HuKoOTrOa He OymeT MpuHaniexkaTh eMy. MEICIIb O ero IPUKOCHOBEHUHY BhI3BIBAJIa ¥ Hee
OTBpallleHue.

"Torma, HaBepHOe, T03TOMY". OH OTBETHJI BHICOKOMEPHO, ¥ [Tagme Oblna yBepeHa, YTO Ha ero JIuiie
MIOSIBUJIACh YXMBIJIKA.

"Yro?" [TamMe CIITIOHYJIA, OMEP3UTENBHO TJISAAS Ha YYNOBUIIE PSAIOM C CO00H, - "THl TOMHUIIIBb
JKEHIIWH, KOTOPHIX THl ©MeJI, a TToToM yOum!"

"TonbKO Te, KOTOPBIe IIPOU3BEIH... BlledaTieHue..." OH OTBETUJI, CHOBa 3acKy4aB: "M, KaK BHl Tak
m06e3HO 3aMEeTUIIH, S 3HAJI, YTO ¥ MeHSI HUKOr[ia He OBIJI0 Bac, IOTOMY YTO €CJii OBl BHI Y MEHS OBLIH.
Brl Ob11 OBI MEPTBEL... KaK U BCE OCTAJIbHEIE".

[TagMe He MoOTJIa He CHEJATh ellle OOUH IIaT B CTOPOHY, ITHITasCh OKA3aThCS OT HEro Kak MOXKHO
nanbine. OH OB YyOOBUILIEM, C KOTOPHIM OHAa He X0Tejla UMEeTh HU4Yero o0Ilero, HO OHa He MOTJia
OTPHUIIATh, YTO BCE ele XOTesa MOJyYUTh OTBETHL. "Tora 4To TH UMEJI B BUAY?" TUXO CIIPOCHUIa OHa.

"TONBKO TO, YTO THI, JOJIAKHO OBITH, OBbIJIa HACTOJIPKO HEe3HAYUTEIFHOM, YTO laXKe He CTOWJIA BpeMeHHU
Y YCUJIUM, 4YTOOBI BCIIOMHUTD 0 Tebe".

9To 3asBlIeHUe 3acTaBuIo [TagMe 3aMOT4aTh, 10 KAKOK-TO IPUYMHE OHO TITy0OOKO PaHUIIO ee.
[Touemy? OHa He 3Hasa. brIIO TaKoe YyBCTBO, OYATO OH YOAPHUII ee KyJIaKoM B XKUBOT. Kakoro uepra,
[TagMme? Kpuyan el pa3ywM, - [louemy Tebs BomuyeT, noMHUT TeOs [apT Beiimep unu HeT? Kakoe Tebe
[iesio 0o TOTo, YTO OH roBoput? 1o ke [lapT Betinep! OH uynmoBuine! ¥ Hee He OBIJIO OTBETa Ha
BoTIpoC pasyMma. OHa He Obljla yBepeHa, X04eT JI OHa 3HaTh OTBET. ITO NPUBEJIO OHl ee Ha MyTh, 110
KOTOPOMY OHa He Morjla uaTu. He oTprIBas Iyta3 OT 3eMJIM, OHa CMOTJIa BEIIaBUTh U3 ce0s1 HeOOoIbIoe
npenyioxenue: "Hy... g1 Te6s1 moMHI0".

"Papm, 4Tto npousBern BrnedyaTiaeHue". OH OTBETHUJI, B €r0 roj0Ce 3By4Yaso YUCTOEe BHICOKOMEpPHE.

[TagMme XOTeI0Ch OaTh €My IIOLIeYnHY BO BpeMs BCEro pa3roBopa, KOTOpBIfI TOJIBKO YTO COCTOSAJICA.



OHa meITanach MOJABUTh MOPHIBEL SPOCTH, XOTeJla CKPHITh CBOM THEB, HO BCe OBIIIO pa3pyIIeHo ero
BHICOKOMEPHBIM OTBETOM. Pafi, 4To mpousBen BrnevaTaeHrue! Y 9To Bce, YTO OH MOT CKa3aTh? ITOT
3aHOCYMBHIM, HU HA YTO He TOOHbIN, KpudTuHT-HEpd-macTyx! Ero 3asBnenue OBIIO IPOHU3aHO
YUCTHIM BEICOKOMEpPUEM U TOpHOoCThi0. To, Yero y Hero He AOJIKHO ObITh. TO, YeT0 OH He 3aCiTyKUBaJl.

E# 6vl70 HamieBaTh Ha IOCIEOCTBUS CBOUX HeicTBuM. Eil OBIII0 BCe paBHO, YMPET OHA WU OH yObeT
ee. Bce Ob110 OBI NTy4YIlle, YeM Te HEHEeJIU, MeCSIIbl UK Liejlast KU3Hb, KOTOPBIE el IPeCTOosIII0
nepexuTsh ¢ JapToM BerimepoMm. OHa ITOBEpPHYJIaCh, HalleJIMIaCh Ha CBOXO XKEPTBY, TOTOBas yIapUTh
ero... cunbHO. Ee pyka gBurasnachk GLICTPO, CO CKOPOCThIO, KOTOpAsi, KakK OHa 3Hasla, IPUYUHUT O0JIb,
HO IIpeX[e 4eM ee pyKa ycIelia KOCHYThCS ero, OHa 3acThljla Ha MeCTe... IPSIMO IIepef ero
KaITIOIIIOHOM.

[Tagme Momyana, B IOJIHOM IIOKE TJISIAS Ha CBOIO 2KE€PTBY U 3aCTHIBIIYIO PYKY. YTO TOJIBKO YTO
npousouuio? [ToueMmy g He MOry noiieBenuTh pyKou? [Touemy s He MOTy ymaputh ero? OHa
TIIOTIRITAJIaCh TIOLIEBEINTL PYKOU U He cMorjia. CKOMbKO Obl OHA HU TIBITANIach, OHa HE MOTJIa
nomeBenuThcsa. OHa Oblla 3aMopoxKeHa. Ee B3ran CHOBa yIian Ha Belgepa, KOTOpPHIY OCTaBasics
HEeTIOIBUKHEIM, CJIOBHO BpeMs OCTaHOBUJIOCE.

OmyimeHre, OXBaTUBIIEE ee TeNlO, IpoKpuYano eu oTBeT. Cuna. OH UCHoNIb30Bas Ha Hell Cuiy.

B ronose ceHatopa TyT e IPOMeJNIbKHYIH 00pa3kl Belinepa, ucnomns3ayomero Cumy Ha Pamre Knosuc.
BocrnoMuHaHMS 3aCTaBUIM €€ 3allaHUKOBATb.

“OTHYCTI/ITe!" 3dKpu4Yaila OHa, IIbITasCh BEIPBATE PYKY U3 HeBI/IJII/IMOfI XBaTKHU ObABOJIA. Ona He MorJIa.

Huskuit cmex pa3gascs U3 rpynu Bergepa, oueBUAHO, YBUOEBIIETO ee pacTepssHHOe nuno. He
oOpairas BHIMaHUS Ha PYKy pPsimoM c co0o¥, OH IIOBEPHYJICS U TolIen mpoyb. "Boiock, Tebe mpumgeTcs
rmocTapaTthcs”.

Kak Tonbpko Belifep BhIIeT 13 KOMHATH U 3@ HUM 3aXJIOIHYJIAch IBePh, pyKa [Tagme ocBoGomusiace.
OHa omycTHJIach Ha 3eMJTIO, IIPUXKUMasi KOHEYHOCTD K TPy, TaCKOBO IIOTUPAs €€ U MBITasCh
IIPOTHATH XOJIOA HEBUAMMOM XBaTKU Belifepa. 9T0 Ka3aioCh INIynbiM, HO OHa HUYEro He MOrja C
co0oii mogenaTh. OHa He MOTJIa 3TOT0 0OBSICHUTH, HO YyBCTBOBasa 06jieryeHune OT TOTO, UTO ee pyKa
CHOBAa 110l ee KOHTPOJIEM.

[TagMe He MOTIa HAUTH B cebe CUJILI IIONHATLCS C II0JIa. TO OLLIO CIUINKOM. PealbHOCTE
paccrinanack BOKpyT Hee. OHa MorJia Obl ¥ He CYIIIeCTBOBaTh. ['ajakTrKa 0OJIblle He UMesia
3HaueHus. YeThIpe CTEHH BOKPYT Hee OBUIM ee peabHOCThIO Ha OnuxKaliire... OHa He X0Tejla 3HaTh.
910 myrano ee. OHa OblTa B afy... IJIEHHUIEH BO BlageHusx Beimepa. OT omHOro aToro akra y Hee
IIOTEKJIN CJIE3HL.

[TagMe ocTopozkHO 00xBaTHUIa cebs1 pyKaMH, I0JI0KHUB T'0OJIOBY Ha KoneHu. OHa 3aKphlia I'/la3a u
Hayvasa riay0oKo ABIIATh, IEITAsICh cOOpaThes ¢ cumamu. OHa He MOTJIa CJIOMaThCs... IIOKa HE MOTJIa.
OHa MorJIa IepeXuThb 3TO; OHa IIPOCTO He MOoria caaThesl. Eit HyKHO OBLIO YCIIOKOUTHCS... Eff HYKHO
ObL10... OTHOXHYTh. ENl HyKHBI Oblnu cuiibl. Cle3sl Havalu MefJIeHHO BEITEKATh U3 ria3 [lagme, Korga



OHA IOHJIa, HACKOJIBKO yCTaja. OTOT JeHb BhXKajl U3 Hee CTOJIBKO CUJI, UTO OHa JaXke He 3aMeTHusa.
4 Mory OTHOXHYTh ¥ OBITH TOTOBOM K 3aBTpallHEMY [HIO. Belimep ele He c1oMui MeHs. S MOTY faTh
6oii. A mory... - [TagMe Tak ¥ He CMOTJIa 3aKOHUYUTH CBOU MEICIH. OHa CIUIIKOM ycTana. CIUIKOM
HanpsxkeHa. CoH OBJIafiell €0, KOrja OHa ellle Jiexasa Ha [10JIy CBOey HOBOU CIaJIbHU-TIOPbMEL.
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