Ona pomxHa 6Oblta c6exaTh. He Ob1I0 Apyroro BeIxofa, Kpome mobera... Win, BO3MOXKHO,
caMmoy0OuiicTBa. ITO He Ka3ajoCh yKaCHEIM BeIOopoM. CMePTh Ka3anack 60jiee IpueMiaeMoi, 4eM
OPYTOY BapUaHT - IPOBECTH CJIEAYIOIINE MeCSLE], €CIU He BCIO XKU3Hb, C YyOOBUIIHEIM JIOPAOM
cuTxoB. [TpoBecTH BCIo XKU3HL ¢ [JapToM BeiimepoM, ecnu el He yaacTcs c6exkaTh, - BOT 3TO ObIIO
IeNCTBUTENLHO CTpaiiHo. OHa HUKOTOa He /To0ua CMepTh, 0 KpailHel Mepe, eCIi OHa HAaCTYIIUT OT
ee coOcTBeHHOU pyKu. CaMoyOUiiCTBO HUKOTIa He OBIIO BHIXOOOM, U el ObIJIO XKalb TeX, KTO CUUTal
MHade, HO OHa caMa, 110 UPOHUM CyAbOBI, MOTJIa CTaTh OOHOM U3 3TUX HECYACTHRIX AYII.

Korpga cniupep nogbexan K ee BepaHpe, Mbeiciu [TagMe Hecnuch BcKayb. OHa coOupasnach MpupyMaTh
IJIaH [0 TOro, Kak mobepeTcs 4o CBoel KBapTUPH], HO He cMoTia. Ee pa3yMm Bce elile OBIT B IIOKE, HO
OHa 3HaJla, YTO [O/XKHa MPUAYyMaTh IJIaH, 1 mobsicTpee. Jlydlne mo3gHo, 4eM HUKormaa. KimoH-
IeCAaHTHUK OBICTPO BHIIPHITHY M3 CIUAEPA U XKeCTOM IIpHUKa3all el coenaTh To ke camoe. OHa
MOJI4a IIOBMHOBAIACh, BHIIIA U3 CIIMEePa U IOC/IefoBaia 3a KJIOHOM B CBOM oM. Bce 3To BpeMst oHa
IBITAJIach COOPATh CBOM MBICIIM BOEOHUHO.

Twl cripaBubes, [Tagme, cka3aia oHa ceOe. Thl TPOCTO [OMXKHa gepxkKaTh cebst B pykax. OHa OBICTPO
paspaboTana miaH, yBepsis cebsi, 4To Bce OymeT X0poIro. Y Hee JOCTaTOYHO BpeMeHHU, YTOOR
c6exaTb. KIoH He OymeT HUYEro XKAaTh, I CMOTY ero OOXUTPUTh. S1 MOTY CXBAaTUTh OacTep,
JIeXXalllii PSOOM C MOEM KPOBaThiO, X 3aCTaTh €ro BpacmioxX. OH ¥ He 3aMeTHUT, KaK 9TO IPOU30UIET.
OH HUYero He 3amomo3puT. 4 cMory cOexkaTh U HCUE3HYTh O TOT0, KakK KTO-HUOYOb 3aMeTHUT. Jlopn
Betinep He coOupaeTcst mokumaTh KaOuHet [TanmaTrHa B OnmuxKaiiiee BpeMs. Ero Bce ee
UHOOPMUPYIOT 0 TOM, 4TO IlanmmaTuH 3agyMai. Y MeHs JOJIKHO OBITh JOCTAaTOYHO BPEMEHH, IIpex/e
YEeM...

"¢l OBI criemui 3a BAllMMM MBICIISIMH, CEeHATop".

[TagMe 3aMepiia, ¥ €€ IUIaHEl To0era PyXHyIIH.

Hert. Ee pa3ym kpuyaj. 9To HEBO3MOXKHO.

B To ke camoe BpeMs KJIOH-AECAaHTHUK PSAOoM c ITagMe 0TCasmoToBas, BhIpaXkKas yBaxKeHre CBOeMY
mobumomy nupepy: "Jlopa Belimep! Cap!"

Bce ete He Beps, 4TO yCIIBIIIalIa €ro rojioc, [TagMme MefnIeHHO IIOBEPHYJIACh B Ty CTOPOHY, OTKyOa
JOHECCA I'0JIOC, X TYT 2Ke I102KaJlejlda O CBOEM DEIIEHHNHN.

OH OBII TaM.

IapT Belimep HeNOOBUKHO CTOSIJI B YTy KOMHATHI, ITI03BOJISASI CEHATOPY U CONOATY-KJIOHY BIUTHIBATh
ero nmpucyTcTue. 2KeCTKOCTh BO3IyXa ¥ CTPaHHas TeEMIIepaTypa B ee KBapTUpPe BOPYT 00pesid CMBICH.
Ona noBciony cnenoana 3a TemubiM JIopmom. [Tagme npoknnHana cebs. Kak oHa Moriia GbITh TaKOU
roynou? OHa IO4YyBCTBOBa/la U3MEHEHHUs B aTMOCc(epe, KaK TOJIbKO OHU IIOABEeXalu K BepaHfe; HO
OHa OTMaxHyJach OT 3TOr0 omymeHus. OHa CIUIIKOM COCPe0TOYNIIach Ha CBOEM IljiaHe. XyXKe
Bcero OBLI0 TO, YTO ecniv Obl OH He 3aroBopui, [Tagme maxke He 3ameTusa Obl ero. OH TPeKpacHo
BIMCasCcs B 06CTaHOBKY, 6e3ynpeyHo Mpucrnocobuscs K Helt, Kak OynTo mpuHagiexarn ed. OH cymen



HAWTH TEMHOTY B ee COOCTBEHHOM [IOM€ ¥ VIOTHO YCTPOUJICS B HEH.

9T0 HeBO3MOXKHO! Ee pa3yMm npoposxkaia KprdaTh... HO MOHCTD, OTJISABIBAIOIIUKCS Ha Hee, LIenTall
OPYro# OTBET. OTO BIIOJIHE BO3MOXKHO.

Iaxe uMes nepep riasaMu fJoKa3aTeIbCTBA, CEHATOP HE MOTJia B 3TO TOBEPUTh. HeBO3MOXKHO OBLIIO
IOIyCTUTh, YTOOHI OH OBLIT B ee KBapTUpe. KiIoH 0TBE3 ee mpsiMo moMou u3 3nanus CeHarta, a
Beiimepa onu ocTaBunu B KaOuHeTe MMmmnepaTtopa. [laxke eciid OH OTIPABUIICS MPSIMO 3a HUMHM, OH He
MOT OTIEPEfUTh UX TaM. ITO OBIJI0 HEBO3MOXKHO.

"Kaxk... Kak TrI 3mech oka3asncs?" crpocuna [TagMe, onpaBUBIIKCE OT I0Ka. Eif OBIIO BCe PaBHO, YTO
OH, BEPOSTHO, MOT CJIBIIIATh PACTEPSIHHOCTH U THEB B ee royioce. OH yKe YUTaJl ee MBICIIU. Teneps en
He3ayeM OBIJI0O CKphIBaTh CBOM UCTHHHBIE YYBCTBA K HEMY.

Beiimep npourHOPUPOBAJ €€ BOIIPOC; BMECTO 3TOT'0 €0 B3TJISA YAl Ha CTOSIIETO PSAIOM C HEU
conpaTa-kiaoHa. "[lecanTHuk TC-423"

"EcTb, cop!" rpOMKO OTBETUJI COJIZAT, CHOBA OTHaBast YeCTh CBOEMY KOMaHIUDY.

"Bbl 0CBOOOKIEHEI OT CITyK0HI, leCAaHTHUK". 00bsIBUIT Beliep, mmocye 4ero yKasas Ha CIUIED,
[IpUIIapKOBaHHEIM CHAPYXKU. "Brl MOXKeTe BepHYThCS B 3naHue CeHaTta".

Kron-gecaHTHUK HeNNOBKO nonsATuscsd. "Cap..." [leCaHTHUK 3aMellKajcs, JEMOHCTPUPYS CTpax,
KOTOPBIH OH UCILITHIBAJ IIepel CBOUM KOMaHAupoM. Belep TyT ke IOBEPHYJI T'OJIOBY B CTOPOHY
cojfaTa, BO3MYIIEHHBIM TeM, YTO KJIOH IIOABEPT COMHEHUIO €0 MPUKa3, HO BCe XKe IMIPOoIKuil. "y
MeHs OvlI CTpOruy mpruka3 MMmepartopa..."

"¢1 3Har0, KaKoB OBLT TBOM MpHKa3!" orpeI3Hyscs Beiinep, IardyB K IeCAaHTHUKY, TEMOHCTPUPYS
Pa3HUIly B POCTE U CTApIIMHCTBE MEXAY STUMU ABYMS JIIOAbMU. Belgep BO3BHIIIANCI Haf COIAaTOM,
¥ TOT MCHOBEHHO MONATUIICA Ha3af. Bonpoc 0 TOM, KTO I'JIaBHBEIY, He CTOsAJ. Belaep yCTaHOBUI
IIpaBuia. "ITO TBOM HOBBIY NPUKa3, U THI IOIKEH CllefoBaTh eMy. [lasblie s caM pa3bepych ¢
CceHaTOpoM. Brl 0CBOOOKIEHE! OT CITyKOBI".

K/0H-mecaHTHUK 3HaJ, YTO He CTOUT OOJIblle 3aJaBaTh BOIPOCH! CBOeMY nuzmepy. OH Moj4ya 0Than
4yecTh Belimepy, a 3aTeM OBEPHYJICS U BEPHYJICS K IPUIIAPKOBAHHOMY CITMAEPY, YHOCS ¢ co00# BeCh
cBo¥ cTpax. [Tagme 6€CIOMOITHO CMOTpesIa, KaK CIIUep MOTHSJICS U IIOMYasICs B CTOPOHY 3[aHUs
Cenara, octaBuB ee ¢ ogHUM (akToM. Teneps oHa Obllla HaeguHe ¢ Berimepom.

[Tagme 3aToJiKaja BCe BOCIIOMUHAHUS O IIPOIITIOM I'y60KO BHYTPh. He uMesno 3HaueHus, Obla Iu
OHa HaenuHe ¢ BeiimepoM paHbliie. ITo ObI0 Apyroe. OHU ObUIM Pa3HBIMU.

[Toce HeCKONIbKUX MTHOBEHUH TUINKMHE [TagMe mpuiia B cebs ¥ Hafiesla CBOIO MacKy CEHaTopa,
KOTOPYIO OHA [JOBOAHIIA 10 COBepiIeHCTBa. OHA MOBEPHYIACH JIUIIOM K JIOPAY CHTXOB, TOTOBAS



BbICKA3aTh €My CBOM yCJIOBUS U TpeOoBaHusi. OgHako y Belinepa Ha yMe ObLI COBCEM APYTOM IjIaH.
[TepBoe CIIOBO HE YCIIEeNO CIETETh C ee I'y0, Kak OHa yIaja Ha 3eMJII0... ¥ BCe BOKPYT IOTJIOTHIIa ThMa.

Korpa ITapMe OTKphINa rfia3a, TO YBUAEIA HE3HAKOMYIO TEMHYI0 KOMHATY. 3peHue OblII0 HECKOIBKO
PA3MEITEIM, OHA He MOTJIa JBUTAThCS, HO IIPOHOoJIKaja uaTH Brepen. OHa KCCaeqoBaia CTeHH,
KOTOPEIE, [T0 ee MHEHUI0, OBIIN IYYIIIMM BapUaHTOM, MIOCKOJIbKY OHA Jiexkasa Ha ciuHe. OHa
omru6iack. ITo OBINIA MJIOXAs CTaBKa. YKacHasi. To, YTO MOIKHO ObIIO OBITH TAKUM ITPOCTHIM,
0Ka3aJIoCh 0YeHb CJI0OKHBIM. OHa HUYEro He MOIJIa pas3risimeTs B TeMHOTe. OHa He MOTJIa HUYero
pasrisgmeTh Ha HUX. OTo Oblla MPOCTO TeMHAs ITycTasi KOMHATa.

I'ne 1, 4epT BO3BMU? KpUYAJIU €€ MBICTIA. UTO CIIy4YUIIOCh?

[TerTasick HaTU OTBETHI, IlayiMe ycunreM BoJU 3acTaBuiia cebs mBurathcsi. OHA mepeBepPHYIach u
TIOTIHITAIACh IIOTHSATHCS C TOT'O0 MeCTa, Ha KOTOPOM Jiexkana. Eif 3T0 He ymanock. PykKu MOIKOCUIIACDH, U
oHa ymasna obpaTtHo. OHa o0xBaTuna cebs pykamu, YTOOB YOAPUTHCS O TBEPAYIO TOBEPXHOCTD, HO C
yOUBJIEHUEM yTlana 00paTHO Ha OYEeHb MATKOE... YTO-TO. HU3KUI CTOH BRIpBAJICS U3 ee I'yd, Korfa oHa
oco3Hasa 60b, TPOHU3LIBAIOIIYIO BCe Teso. Ee royoBa cTy4asna, clioBHO 6apa0aH Ha OgHOM U3
1epemMoHnuit Ha Haly. 3To Obinia meITKa. boseno Bce. HUUTO He UMesno CMEICIA.

MepnjieHHO ee CO3HaHME Ha4aJio I0BOPAYUBATHCS, BCIIOMUHAS, YTO IIPOU30IILIIO A0 TOr0, KaK OHa
npocHynachk. OHa BCIIOMHMIIA, KaK IPOCHYJIACh U Chejla CBOU 3aBTpak. OHa MPOCHYJIaCh HEMHOTO
no3xe 00bIYHOrO, HO [lopMe 3aBepuria ee, 4To Bce OymeT xoporno. OHa BHIIUIa U3 CBOEU KBAPTUPH U
npuina B 3manue Mmmnepckoro Cexnarta. OHa CIIOKOWHO paboTania {0 TeX IIop, MoKa B ee KaOUHeT He
BOILIJIM COJIHATH-KJI0HBL. OHU IPOBOAMIM ee B KabuHeT [lanmaTiHa, Toe OH COOOIINI el yKaCHYI0
HOBOCTb. [Iocyie 3TOT0 KJIOH OTBEJI ee 00paTHO B KBaPTUPY, HO YTO-TO UX OCTAHOBHUJIO.

I'maza IlagMe pacmmpuInCh, KOTda €ee MO3T MOIHOCTHIO IIepekmounics. Beimep. O coenan 3to! OH
Onl1 B Moelt KBapTupe! KnoH-mecaHTHUK BepHYJCS B CeHaT. Mbl ObITM OfHU. {1 TIOBEPHYJICS, YTOOHI
IIOrOBOPUTH C HUM, a OH..."

"4 BonevatseH." ['onoc Belifepa 3By4a Beceso.

[TagMe HeYKIIIOXKe IIepeBepHYyJiach, YTOOH MOBEPHYThCS K TemHoMy Jlopay. TonbKo Torfa OHa
IIOHsJIA, UTO JIEXKUT Ha KpoBaTy, a HapT Bermep ctout Hap Heil. OH HaBUCAJl Haf] KPOBAThHIO, CIIOBHO
YyOOBUIIE, TOIBKO UYTO BEIOpABIIEECs U3-TI0]] Hee.

Onu 06a momyanu. Beliep BIUTHIBAJI CTPax CEHATOPA, TOKa OHAa OCO3HaBajla CBOe mojmoxenue. OHa
ellBa MOT'JIa BUJIETb B TEMHOTE, KOMHATa He [laBajla HUKAKUX MMOACKa30K. ENMHCTBEHHOE, YTO OHA
MOTJIa IMOHSTh, 3TO TO, YTO OHA HAXOMUTCS B 4yKOM KOMHaTe. OHA MBITAJIaCh MMPUCIYIIATHCS, YTOOBI
HAWTH XOTh KaKyI0-HUOYIb MMOACKA3KY, KOTOPas Bhigasa Obl, Ile OHa HAaXOOUTCS, HO HUYEro He
ycnbimana. TonbkKo TUIIMHA. Ee B3risig cHOBa 00paTUiICs K MOHCTPY.

Brixoga He OBLIO.



[TagMme mOYyBCTBOBAJA, KaK BCA HafeXaa BHYTPU Hee yMUpaeT U yracaeT. Ee B3rngp ymas Ha 0.
"Yrto TeOs Tak BIevaT/InI0?" - CMOIJIa CKa3aTh OHA, HO TOJILKO IIIEIIOTOM.

"To, KaK OBICTPO TEI coOpasia Bce BoequHO". Beliep 0TBETHUI, BCe ellle BHITTISAS BIeYaTIIEHHEIM.
"O6b14HO MOO0UHEIE 3(DPEKTH sifla MJISTCS TOPa3mo OoJibiie".

910 OBlNa MOKUpPYyolas HOBOCTh st [Tagme. "Thl oTpaBu MeHs?!" BCKpuyiasa OHa B yX&Kace, HO
IIOTOM CKpBIJIa CBOM SMOLIMU U YCTaBUIaCh Ha HETO.

"Ia." oTBeTUN Beiimep, menas BUA, YTO 3TO caMasi OObIYHAS BEIb B MUDE.

"ITouemy?" KpukHyna [lagMme, Bce ellle IOTPICEHHAs ero HOBOCThIO. He Aymas, oHa nepeseia B3N
Ha cOOCTBEHHOE TeJIo, Hilla CJIenHl ama. McKajla X0Th MajIeHIni HaMeK Ha TO, YTO OH CHeJiall C Hel.
HckaTh B TeMHOTE OBLIO O€CCMBICIIEHHO.

"Tloxkanyi..." Beiilep paccMesisicsi, CKPECTHUB PYKU Ha I'pynu. "¢ He Mor mo3BoiIuTh Tebe y3HaTh
MecCTO, Kyfa g Te0s nmpuses".

I'ma3a ITagme BepHYIUCH K €TI0 CKPLITOMY Nuily. "¢ 3Har, rae s". 3asiBUiia OHa, ee ToyIoC OBLI CYPOB |
Cepbe3eH.

Beiinep momngan, oxkupgas ee OTBeTa.

"4 B apy". HacmewnuBo oTBeTUsNa IlagMme. "TouHee, B TBOeM gome".

"V MeHs HET JoMa, CeHaTop..." Ipopeldan Belgep, npexae yeM yCIOKOUTh CBOM rojoc. "Ho g
rojiarato, 3a HEMMEHUEeM JIYYIIUX CJI0B. Bbl HAXOOUTECh B MOEM... 3laHUHU".

"4 xxe roBopuna Tebe." TTagme yneIOHYyTach yroikamu ryo.

"Ho rme umenHo?" Beiiep 6poCHII BEI30B, MOMOMs 6IMKe K CEHAaTOPY ¥ HAKJIOHHUBUIUCEH, YTOOR
YCIIbIIIATh €€ OTBET.

B ero Bpems ITagme Momnuana. Y Hee He OblJIo 0TBeTa. HUKTO He 3Hal, rae XuBeT Belinep. HukTo He
3HaJl, eCTh 1 ¥ Beliepa KBapTUpa, UK JOM, UK Jaxe MecTo [jis Hounera. OH ObLT ITPOCTO
Betimepom. [1a, o HeM OBIJI0 MHOT'O BOITPOCOB, HO HUKTO HUKOTTIA He BBISICHSJI, TIe OH XXUBeT. Ecu Ol
KTO-TO CIIPOCHIJI, TTie XXUBeT Belgep, 9T0 03HaYaro OB, YTO OH XXKUBET. ITO 03HAYaI0 OB, YTO OH HE
MalllHa, He MOHCTP ¥ He XHUBOTHOEe. ITO 03Ha4asio Okl HEMBICTTUMEIN (HakKT, 94TO Bermep ObT
yeioBeKoM. HuUKTO He xoTes, 4T0OH 3TO ObII0 MpaBaoi. OOLIYHEIN YeJT0BEK He OBI Cr1ocobeH
COBEPIINUTH T€ MOCTYIIKK, KOTOPHEIE COBePIIUT Belep... a ecnu u OBbIJI... HUKTO Jaxe He Aymal 00
atoM. [lesno OBIIO B TOM, YTO flaXke eciu Belgep Kuil, OH He OB JOCTATOYHO "4eJI0BEKOM", UTOOBI
uMeTh oM. B ramakTuke Beiimep Bcerma KOMaHI0BaJI, BEITOIHSI MUCCUHU UITH OBUT ¢ IMIepaTopoM.
OH HUKOTTa He OTABIXaa JOMa. ITO IIPOCTO Ka3aloCh HEBO3MOXKHEIM.



" "MeHHO IT03TOMY 51 OTpaBuil Tebs". cka3an Belmep, OTCTPaHSISICh OT CEHATOpPa, 3Has, YTO OH
moGemur.

"OTpaBuUTh MOJIOAYIO IEBYIIKY, YTOOL OHa He 3Haja, Te Thl XKUBelIb..." [lagMe CIIIIOHYyIa, 130 BCEX
CHJI IBITASICh TOOHATHL OpoBL Ha JlopHa cuTxoB. "Pa3Be 3TO He CIMIIKOM XkKeCTOKO, Beiimep?"

Beiinep cnerka nomeBenuics, ¥ [Tagme Oblla yBEpEHa, UTO OH II0XKaJ IJIeYaMH.

"BriBaso u xyxe". OH OTBETHJI, OTMaXHYBILIUCH OT ee OCKOPOJIEHNS, U TOBEPHYJICS, YTOOH! BHIMTH U3
KOMHATEHI.

[Tapme ocTaHOBHUTIA €T0; OHA He [I03BOJISAIA eMy HUKyna yxoouTh. OHa OBICTPO COCKOYHUTIA C KPOBATH,
YyTh He CIIOTKHYBIINUCH O COOCTBEHHbIE HOTH. "Hy 1 4T0?" BOCKIMKHYJIA OHA, TOYTH IIbSHO 1Iaras 3a
Jlopgom cuTxoB. "Teneps MBI cocefu 10 KOMHaTe?"

"Het." oTBeTun Beupep, TyT Ke NIPUOCTAHOBUBIIKCH U TIOBEPHYBIIUCH JIMI[OM K AEBYILIKE, KOTOpas
IBITANIaCh €T0 IpeciaenoBaTh. "Bel 3aKI04eHHas1, CEHATOP. f - Balll Cy[bs, IPUCSKHBIN, TIOPEMIIUK 1
majay".
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