"O, s MOHKUMal0, ¥ UMEHHO II03TOMY TaK MHOTO JIt0flel BepsIT, YTO OH BCETO JIUIIL MallnHa", -
npoBopuan beiin, mpexne yem 6€337100HO0 paccMesThes. "f cuuTan 9Ty HOEI0 HeJlemo, moKa He
BcTpeTun ero”. OH IMOKa4dasl roJ0BOM, BO3Bpallas el B3rnan. "Temeps 1 COMHEBAIOCh BO BCEM, UTO
cBsi3aHO ¢ HAUM. OH He NpocTo myraeT. OH - HeYTO TaKOe, YTO ThI IIPOCTO HE MOXKEIh IOCTHYb. CaMo
ero MpUCyTCTBUE HeBooGpa3umo. OH GeccTpacTeH, Y HeTo HeT YyBCTB UJIA SMOIMM, KpOMe THeBa.
KpoMme raeBa, OH CIUIITKOM OecyesioBedeH u...".

"A-a-a...", - mpoiengecTen noxunou romoc. "Cenarop Oprana".

Oba ceHaTOpa IPUOCTAHOBUIIUCH NIPY 3BYKEe CTapYeCKOT0 r0JI0ca, MOBEPHYBIIXCH K I1ape, KoTopas
TIOJOIITa K HUM. BaiisT TYT 2Ke OIOMHMUIICS, IIPUTBOPHO YIIBIOHYJICS ¥ CKJIOHWII T'OJIOBY B 3HAK JIOXKHOT'O
yBaxenusd. "UMneparop IlanmnaTuH, 4ecTs O MeHs".

Uruopupys komMeHTapuu beiina, UMnepaTop noBepHyJcd U ycTaBuicd Ha [lagMe, Ha ero nuile
mosiBUJIach OOJIbIAs, TOITHOTBOPHAS yibkiOKa. "1", - B3goxuyn oH. "CeHaTop AMugana".

[Tapme nocnenoBana npuMepy Beiina, 3acTaBuB ce0st TOYYBCTBOBAThH TOITHOTY U3-3a €T0 0JIM30CTH B
rnyOuHe OyIIH, ¥ IPUTBOPHO YIIBIOHYIach, IOKIOHUBIIKCH. "Baiie BenuuecTtso."

"f Tak pap BUIETh Bac", - IPOLOJIXKaJI OH, 3aCTaBlIds ee IPONOJIKaTh pa3roBop, HECMOTPS Ha SBHYIO
He3auHTEPeCOBaHHOCTD [lagMe U ee U3BECTHYIO ropeys. "[IpoIio HEKOTOPOE BpeMs C TeX IOoP, KakK g
¥MeJl BO3MOKHOCTh IIOTOBOPUTH C BaMu BHe cTeH CeHaTa. MHe Bcerga NpusATHO IIOTOBOPUTH C KEM-TO
13 POOHBIX, 0COOEHHO C TaKOM, KaK BB, KOTOpas ChIrpajia CTOJIb 3HAUUTEJIbHYIO POJIb B MOEH
Kapbepe".

"¢ yyBCTBYI0 ceOst TOUHO TaK Xe", - OTBETHUIIA OHA, CJI0BA XKIJIU el T'yOkl, T0Ka OHA IIbITanach
KOHTPOJIUPOBATh CBOY THEB, KOTOPHIM, KaK OHAa 3Hasla, IIBITAJICS BCIBIXHYTh. "¢ MPUHOIILY CBOU
M3BUHEHUS 3a HEeOOCTAaTOK 001eHus. boocs, 1 Oblla OUeHb 3aHATa".

Ero yneibka uc4essna, HO OH 3aCMesJICs, ero ria3a moreMHesnu. "He coMHeBaloch". 3aTeM OH
TIOBEPHYJICS K CUTXY, CTOSBIIIEMY 1103afX Hero. "Beimep", - 06paTuics oH K HETTOABUKHOMY CUTXY,
3acTtaBuB nobnenueTs u beitna, u [Tagme. "3Haeb ¥ TH 0 Ba2XKHOCTH CeHAaTOpa AMUIAIIH [IJIT MOETO
npuxopa K Brnactu? Yto 6e3 Hee HUKTO U3 HAC He ObLI OB B TOM II0JI02KEHUH, B KOTOPOM MBI
HaxomuMcs ceromusa?"

OHa npourHopupoBaia OT0OHb, KOTOPHIM IIBIIAN B €€ TeJle OT 3TOr0 Pe3KOro HallOMUHAHUS,
BOCITOJIb30BABIINCH BO3MOKHOCTBIO 3a0bITh 00 MiMIiepaTope 1 06paTUTh CBOE BHUMAHHE Ha
OTPOMHYIO ThMY, CTOSIIIYIO II03ai¥ CTapIIero MyKUYuHHL. Beliiep He OTBETUI Ha 3aMedaHue
[TanmaTrHa, HO BCE XKe ee cepylle Havyano OUThCsS OBICTPee U CUJIbHEE B TPy, KOT{la OHa HAKOHEI]
IIOHSJIA, YTO HAXOOUTCS B IPUCYTCTBUM yymoBUILIHOTO [Ipu3paka Mmnepuu [lapta Belinepa. OH He
o0paTul Ha HUX BHUMAaHUS, KaK ¥ 0KUIAJIOCh, JTUIIb OCTAJICS HETIOBUXKHEIM, IIOYTH 3aTAUTICS,
MoJT4a, Kak MepTBel]. OT ero 671130CTU y Hee IIepexBaTUIIO AbIXaHue: BIIePBLIE OHA [10-HACTOSIIIEMY
0CO3HaJla, HACKOJILKO OH OTPOMEH, U II0YYBCTBOBAJIa BOOUMIO UCTUHHYIO CUJTy TbMEI, KOTOpasi ero
okpyxarsna. OHa M0T4a, HO C JTI000IEITCTBOM ITIOCMOTPEJIa €My B JIUI0, He BUAS HUUEro, KpoMe ThMEI
IIO[1 YEPHBIM KallIOIIOHOM, HO BMECTO yKaca OHa II04yBCTBOBaJIa, Kak I10 ee XujlaM IIpollja KaKasi-To



Opyrad SMOLus - faXKe TeIIJIOTa, U, X0TA OHa 3HaJla, YTO He OOJIZKHaA 3TOT'O JejIaTh, OHa 3aroBOPHIIa C
HHUM.

"Jlopr Beiimep", - mpou3Hecia OHa, CKIIOHUB T'OJIOBY, €€ T'0JIoC ObLT YAUBUTENILHO POBHEIM. "KaxeTcs,
MHe OBIJI0O 0TKa3aHO B 9TOM yOBOJIbLCTBUM. DTO YECTh AJIT MEH".

OHa He 0XKH[alia, YTO OH OTBETUT, U TeM 0oJiee He ITIOHKWMaJa, T0YeMy BooOIIle TOIIPUBETCTBOBAIA
ero. CTpaHHOe YyBCTBO IIPHUIIJIO ¥ MIPOIIJIO, IPeXe YeM OHa CMOTJIa 00bSICHUTH €ro. ITO YOUBUIIO
ee, HO ellle 0oJIbIlle YOIMBUIIO, KOTTa Beliep OTBETHUI.

[Tocne ee 3aMeuanus [JapT Belifep BliepBble 3a BCIO HOYB IOIIEBEJIUIICS, €70 ['0JI0Ba IIOAHSIACH,
CJIOBHO OT YOMBJIEHHUS, @ MOXKET, ¥ OT ITOJIHOT0 HefgoyMeHusi. OHa MOHsIA, YTO 9TO Oblla
aBToMaTn4eckas peakius. OHa MPOXU3HECIIA €r0 UM, ¥ OH OTKIMKHYJICS Ha Hero. OHa Morja TOJIbKO
AJOradbIBAThCsI, YTO OH IIPOCTO HE OXKUOAIl €€ ITPUBETCTBUA, HE IIOJTYYNB IIPHU3HAHNUA 3a BCIO HOYL, B
OTJINYKE OT OPYTUX, KOTOPEIe OOSINIUCh U CTPAIIUIUCh €ero MPUCYTCTBHUS, HO He IPU3HAJIXA €T0
HanpsMyio. Ero romosa omyctunach NO4YTH MTHOBEHHO, MHIIUAEHT AJIUJICS BCETO MOJICEKYHIH, U BCE
BOKPYT IIPOIIYCTUIN ero - Bce, KpoMe [Tagme. CekyHa - 9TO BCe, YTO €eii OBIII0 HYKHO. 3a 9Ty CEKYHAY
Betinep ycnen yopaTh royioBy, u [lamMe 3TOro He 3aMeTHIa... B 0T/IM4YKe 0T pa3roBopa, KOTOPHIN
pa3BopayuBasCcsa Mexay uMmnepatopoM [lannmaTuHoM u ceHaTopoM Belmom OpraHom.

"KOHeYHo, ...., Mbl 06a OymeM JepxkaTh yX0 BOCTPO, MIJIOPA". Baiisl 3aKOHYHUII, ClierKa MOKJIOHUBIITUCE
HWMnepatopy, 3aBeplIuB pa3roBop, KOTOphM [TagMe COBEpPIIEHHO MIPOIMIYyCTUIA.

OT oco3HaHHUS TOTO, YTO OHA MPOIYCTHIA IeJIblii pa3roBop ¢ MMIepaTopoM, y Hee yIaio cepalle.
Ecnu oHa mpomycTuia BeCch pa3roBop, TO Kak AOJIro OHa cMoTpena Ha Beiigepa? Het. Kak gonro ona
cmoTpena Ha Jlapta Betimepa? U, 4To elre BaxkHee, 3aMeTHU I KTO-HUOyObL? OTrisaeBIIUCh 110
CTOPOHAM, OHA, K CYaCThIO, 3TOTO HE 3aMeTHUJIa.

"Hammm riny6oyvaniias 6marogapHocTs”, - orBeTusl Mneparop IlannaTvH ¢ GanbiuBEIM BULOM
VCKPEHHOCTH. "OTO Bcerfa NpudaTHO, ceHaTop OpraHa". OH chenan may3y, IocMoTpeB Ha [lagMme ¢
nmykKaBou yneIbkoii. "CeHnaTop AMunana".

ViMmepaTop MenJieHHO MTOBEPHYJICS U Havyall YXOOuTh, Beligep cieoBas 3a HUM II0 IsiTaM. 9To OBII0
IPUATHOE 3PeJullle, U elre MpusgTHee ObIIO 0CO3HaBaTh, YTO PAa3roBop OKOHYeH. OHa MoTda
no6iaromapuiia CBOM CYaCTIUBbIE 3Be3[bl 3@ TO, UTO €M YOalI0Ch IEPEXKUTH 9Ty HEOOIBIIYIO BCTPEYY
Mexny MmmepaTopoM u BelimepoMm, He TO 4TOOB OHa MBICJIEHHO ITPHUCYTCTBOBAJA Ha O0JIbIlel ee
yacTtu. TeM He MeHee, OHa pafoBanack. Ka3amock, 3Ta HOYb 3aKOHUMUTCS TaK, YTO HU OJUH YeJIOBEK
He TI0CTpafaer...

WU Tak Ka3ajaoch.

9Ta MHICTb IIpUIlIa CIIMIIKOM 6bICTpO, BHI3BaB a0COIIOTHOE Crila3ue. B TOT MOMEHT, KOorga BCe
ayMain 00 OOHOM U TOM XK€, 4YTO OHHU B 0e30I1aCHOCTH OT THEeBa Beﬁnepa, MOJIOJIOM YeJIOBEK,
BEPOSATHO, OKOJIO TPUALIATH JIET, KOTOpBIfI CJIMIIKOM MHOT'O BBIIIHUJI, HATKHYJICSA Ha TeMmnoro Hopna. On
cMestyics ¥ OBITT CIIMIIKOM ITbAH, YTOOBI OCO3HATh HaIlpaBJIEHKE, B KOTOPOM [OBHUTIAJICA, II0Ka HE CTaJl0



ciuImkoM mo3aH0. OH Bpe3asics B CIIMHY CHTXA, B pe3yabTaTe 4ero ero 60Kaj ¢ TEeMHBIM BUHOM
IIPOJIMIICS Ha YepHbIH mialml TemHoro JIopma. Korma 3To mpou30111o, Bcsi KOMHATa 3aMepiia, My3hIKa
CMOJIKJIa, B BO3yX€e 9XOM pa3[aucCh B3[OXH, a TJla3a PACIIHPUIUCh OT YBUOEeHHOr0. [TanmaTuH
chenarn may3y, efBa OpocuB B3I Yepe3 Ij1eyo, a Beligep nonroe BpeMsi OCTaBasCsl HEITOIBUKHBIM,
IpeBKYyIIeHKe TI0JaBIIsiio BCeX B KOMHATe, II0Ka OH MeJJIEHHO He TIOBEPHYJICS JINIIOM K YEeJIOBEKY.

[ToHSIB, C K€M OH CTOJIKHYJICSI, My2KYKMHA CHesIas OBICTPRINA 1 OOJBINON IIIaTr Ha3aMd; Jaxe B IIbTHOM
COCTOSIHMY OH 3HaJl, YTO CMOTPUT CMepTHu B nuwo. "JI-nopn Belpep, MHe yXKacHO Xalb", -
mpo0OpPMOTAJl OH, IIbSTHO CKJIOHUB T0/0BY. "4 He xoTen... 4 He Bugen... 4..."

“ToI cmeno? Mnu Tak ke Hepa3yMeH, KaK KaxXeIlnbcsa?" mpopbidan ronoc Beipepa.

3BYK €ro yrpOKaloIIero rojioca pa3Heccs Mo 3ajy U 3aCTaBHJI OB 3aMOJTYaTh BCEX TOCTEM, CITU GBI
OHH ¥ TaK He Moi4anu. Kaxmas mmapa a3 mepeMecTuIach Ha CUTXa, 3aCTHIB B CTpaxe, 0XKuast
cremnyroliero mara Beiimepa, 3Hast, 4TO €CJIM BCE 9T UCTOPUU OBUIH IIPABHOM, TO MOJIOHOMN YeJI0OBEK
Oosblile He YBUOUT CBET.

"H-uet! To ecTh fa", - pacTepsIHHO U UCIYTaHHO NPOJIeTeTall IbIHbN MyKunHa. "4 He XoTen... ... 4
M3BHHSIOCH. BEI TpocTO OBIIM BHE MOei..."

"Temeps TH 00BUHSELIL MeHS?" munen Belgep, mpubnukasch K 4eJI0BEKY, KOTOPOMY ITPUXOUIIOCEH
CMOTPEThb Ha CUTXa CBEPXY, UTOOHI y4eCTh BEICOKMM POCT Beligepa, BO3BHIIIABIINICS Hafl HUM.

"Her, HeT, HeT!" - BOCKJIUKHYJI MyKUWHA, pa3MaXxuBasl pyKaMu U POHsA ellle 00JIbIle BUHA Ha yXKe
MOKDHIY U UCIIaYKAHHBIY 1Al Bergepa.

BresanHo pyka Belifepa B mepuaTKe COMKHYJIach Ha Illee MyKYKHBI, TI0CJie 4ero oH 6e3 Tpyda
IIOJHSJI €T0 B BO3AYX, IpHUYeM 3TO JelcTBUe OBIJI0 0YeHb I10X0Ke Ha 00MaH 3peHus, MyK4YnHa
Ka3aJiCs JIeTKUM KakK IIepPHIIIKO B KPelKoX xBaTKe Beiifepa. YenoBek ocTaBacad B BO3AyXe, €ro HOTH
OonTanuch Haf 3eMyel, OeIXaTeIbHbIe IIYTH CY3UIUCh, U OH 3afIBIXAJICS, XBaTasICh KOTTSIMHU 3@ PYKY
Belinepa B mepyaTke B IIOMBITKE 0CBOOOOUTLCS. Belimep paccMesicsi, HallOJIHUB KOMHATY CBOUM
MpaYHLIM CMEXO0M, a 3aj1 0eCIIOMOIITHO Ha0IIoma 3a TPOUCXOASIIM.

"KaxeTcs, Tl ycTan", - mpolentan Beiigep, Kpenue cxuMas 1€l MyKUYWHEL, U YCIIbIIIA, KaK ero
BHYTPEHHOCTH Haydaau IporubaThCs Mo gaBiieHueM. "Bo3M0XKHO, MHE CTOUT 0CBOOOOUTE TeOS OT
aroro Opems".

"Her... ITn-moxkanyiucra...", - MBITAJICS YMONSITh MyKUKWHA, MEAJIEHHO MTOTPykKasich B 6eCCO3HATEIbHOE
COCTOSTHHE.

Beilinepa 3ab6aBnsina 601b YeloBeKa, ¥ BCe 3TO YyBCTBOBaIX. EMy HpaBUIOCH 3aCTaBNIATh YeI0BeKa
CTpafaTh, HPABUJIOCh OTHUMATh Y HETO KU3Hb. ITO OBITIO JIETKO, KaK...



"Ctomn!" 3akpuuana [lagMe, He B cujax 00Jiblile BHIHOCUTH 3TO 3penuiie. Eil ObII0 BCe paBHO, UTO BCE
ocTasibHbIe MOT4anu. OHa He MOTJIa MO/T4a CTOSTh U CMOTPETh, Kak Ha ee Tjla3ax yOuBalOT YesloBeKa.
Ona 6nita ceHatopoM! OHa moimkHa ObIIa 3aIUINATh HAPO[ - OCTaHABIHMBATH MOOOOHEIE
IIPECTYIJIeHU!
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