Kak KopoJib, ero Cuia MOIJla CYMTATHCS IPHEeMJIEMOM, HO B MOpPEe OH He IIPeCTaBIIsAI CO00H HUYETO
0COOEHHOTO.

On nopoimen K JIKOTTO ¥ BHUMATEJIBHO OCMOTPEJI CTOALIETO IIepe] HUM IOHOIITY. B HeMm
YYBCTBOBAJIOCh UTO-TO 3HAKOMOE€, HO OH He MOT' BCTIOMHHUTH, I'le €ro BUOE]I.

— Huyero oco6enHoro. ITpocTo s He X04y, YTOOBI TAKOM TallaHTIUBHIM YeI0BeK, Kak Kupoc, oTpesan
cebs oT Mupa. f HamessIcs B3SITh ero ¢ co00i, YTOOH OH YBUIEI MUP CHApPyXKHU U CMOT KakK ClleflyeT
HACJIQIUTHCSI CBOUM OYTYLIUM.

II>KoTTO TOBOPHUII TO, UYTO OBLITO Y HEro Ha yme, HO IIPpH 3TOM HCIIBITEIBAJI CMEIIaHHbIE€ YYBCTBaA.

— Ecnu TH MOXKeIIb 3TO CHeaTh, TO MOmpo0yi. S TakKe X04y, YTOOBI OH XKHUJI CBOEH COOCTBEHHOM
JKM3HBIO, 51 He X0uy, YTOOB! OH OBl [TTamraTOPOM, KOTOPHIHM ITPUKOBAJ cebst K 3ToMy MecTy. Tak 4To,
ecnu y Te0st monyuutcs, 1 6yny Tebe 6marogapen. CTpaxa, oTBenuTe ero Kk Kupocy!

OueBupHO, 9TO OBIJIAa UX IIEPBAst BCTPEYa, HO KOPOJib PUKY YyBCTBOBAJ, UYTO MOXKET IIOBEPUTH 3TOMY
MOJIOJOMY YeJIOBEKY, CTOsIIIeMy nepe HUM. [lake OH caM He MOT 00BSICHUTD, [TI0UeMY OH MOXKET
IOBEPSATH TAKOMY HE3HAKOMOMY 4YeJIOBEeKy, Kak [[3KOTTO.

KusHyB Kopoto Puky, [I2KOTTO chea 1ar BIepen U 0Cief0oBall 3a 0XPaHHUKOM.

Bapyr Kopomib CIpoCuit:

— Mornopoii 4enoBek, KakK Bac 30ByT?
— Bonroma JIxoTTO.
[Tocne mpocToro oTBeTa [IKOTTO MCUE3 U3 I0JIS 3PEHUS KOPOJIS CO CTPaKHUKaMU.

B 3TOT MOMEHT KOpPOJib PUKY IbITAjICS BCIIOMHUTE 3TO M. OHO OBIJIO OYeHb 3HAKOMEIM, HO THe OH
BHUEN 3TO UMS pPaHbIIe?

OpaHxkKeBble BOJIOCH, MBOPSHCKAs OOexKaa, YePHBIN IIall...
Bosnroma [XxoTTO...
— Ax!

y KOpOoJid PI/IKy BEIPBAJICSA BO3TJIaC YOUBIIEHU . On YCTABHUJICA B BO3OYX PACHIMPEHHBIMHU I'JIa3daMH,
IMIMPPOKO PACKPEIB HEJIIOCTH, IIOTOMY YTO HAKOHEI] BCIIOMHHUJI, T'Ie BUOEI 3TOr0 MOJIOOOTO yenoBeka!

— Bame BenuuecTBo, KOpoJib PUKy, 4TO-TO He Tak C UMEHEM 3TOr0 MOJIOLOTO YejloBeKa? —
CTOSIBIINI PSIOM CTPaXKHUK OBITT 03a7jayueH.

On BII€PBEIE€ BUOEJI CBOET0 KOPOJISA TAKUM IIOTPSACEHHBIM. Ilaxe Korma KI/IpOC yoapuil ero 1o rojiose,
KODPOJIb OCTAJICAd HEBO3MYTHUM.

A Temeps, YCIHIIAB UMSI, OH OBLI 0YEHb YOUBIIEH!
MoxeT ObITh, 3TOT I0HOIIA 0BT HE3aKOHHOPOXKIEeHHEIM peberkoM Ero Benmuecrtsa?

OpHako ecnu 3TO Tak, TO Y KOPOJIEBCTBaA IIOABUTCA HACIIEOHHUK, a 3TO y2K€ XOPOIIIO.



IToka OXPaHHHUK OBITT 3aHSAT CBOMMU (l)aHTa3I/IHMI/I, KODPOJIb PI/IKy TYT 2K€ MaXHVYII pYKOfI " CKa3all:

— CKopee IpUHECHUTE MHE IIJIaKaT 0 PO3bICKe u3 BM®... Borromna [I:KOTTO, OKa3kBaeTCA... BE
BUJIEJIA 9TOT'0 MOJIOJIOT0 YelI0BeKa Ha IJlakaTe 0 Po3bicKe? Monomou yenoBek ¢ Harpagou B 970 000
000 Gennu mpuIlen Ciofla Kak HY B 4eM He OBIBao!

OpHako, Ccyns 1o X KOPOTKOMY 00IlleHHI0, KopoJib PUKYy He cuuTas [I2KOTTO MJIOXUM ITapHEM.
HampoTuB, OH Ka3aJICs XOPOIINM YeJIOBEKOM.

Ho, Tem He MeHee, HeTb3s OBITIO HITHOPUPOBATH YeJI0BEKA C TAaKOW BBICOKOM Harpamou!

Takol yenoBek, Kak OH, C Harpafio B ONUH MUJUIHAPA 0eJi, MOT OBl B OMMHOYKY YHUYTOXKUTD
Ipeccposy!

Ha apene [I3X0TTO BCKOpe yBULe CBUPEeNnoro napHsa. OT Hero UCXonuia mnyrarwlnas aypa.

HeyxXenu oH CTaJl TAKMM CUIBHEIM TOJIBKO G/1aromapsi CBOeMy TalaHTy ¥ 6€CUMCIEHHBIM II0eIUHKaM
Ha apeHe”?

HecomuenHo, motennuan Kupoca 6v11 oueHb Benuk. Ero ¢pu3nyeckoe MacTepCcTBO U CKOPOCTh
peaknuu ObIJIM HAMHOTO BHIIIE, YeM V OOBIYHBIX JTIofiel. biaromapss ”HCTUHKTUBHOM peaklyuy OH
omepkarn 6omee ABYX THICSY moGeq Ha apeHe. [loroBapuBaiy, 4YTO CKOPO OH OfEPKUT TPU THICAUH
noben moapsy,.

— §1 HMKOT/Ia He CJIRIIIAJ, YTOOR KO MHE MTPUXOMUI KTO-TO elle, KpoMe KOPOJIs
Puky, — Kupoc nopHs ronosy. OH 6511 3anept B Konmu3see, He 3a60TSCh 0 HOBOCTSIX CHAPYXKHY,
II03TOMY, €CTECTBEHHO, He 3HaJI [IKOTTO.

— Pa3Be Beceso 3anupats ce6s B KIeTke?

[Ix0T1TO0 He nHTEpecoBasics KupocoMm. OH IPOCTO CHOET Ha 3eMJle BO3Jle KJIIETKU U IepXKalcs 3a
JXeJle3Hble Ilepua.

— Trl o-TIpexkHeMy cuuTaelsb ce0sl MIPOCTHM 3BepeM, KOTOPOTro HYKHO II0CAiUTh B KJIETKY?
Y6uiinieli, KOTOPOMY He MECTO CHapyXKu?

— YTo0 TH 3Haems?

[TonyuuB ygap 1mo 601bHOMY MecTy, Kupoc TyT ke 3aphidart:

— Mou pyku B KpoBu. Kyma Obl 51 HY TIOIIeN, 1 — OUKUU 3Bepb, KOTOPHIY yMeeT TOJMbKO youBaTs! C
3TOTO OHS S MOTY KHUTh TOJIBKO TaK. ITO (PaKT, KOTOPHIM HENTb3d U3MEHUTh, HECMOTPSI HU Ha 4TO.

3apblan, OH, Ka3aJIOCh, ITOTEePsJI BCIO CBOXO CHUILY. HereHnaprH?I TTaguaTOpP, HUKOr'Oa He
HpOI/Il"pBIBaBH.II/Iﬁ B Konusee, OIIYCTHUJICA Ha 3€MJII0 XU B OIEIIEHEHUHU YCTAaBUJICA Ha CBOM PYKHU, CJIOBHO
BCe elle Buaejl KPOBb, KOTOPYIO HE MOT' CMEBITh.

— 3Bepr?

[I3KOTTO IIOBEPHYJI T'OJIOBY, ¥ €r0 CIIOKOWHBIY B3I ynal Ha Kupoca.



— [Mouemy THI coBepiun youicTso, Kupoc? IToToMy 94TO 3TH TOJI0BOPE3Hl YOUIM TBOETO LOPOTOTO
[IpyTa c HOMepaMH, U THI B351JT B PYKU OPYKHKe, UTOOBl OTOMCTUTh. ECTU 51 MpaBUIIbHO ITOMHIO, UMEHHO
B 9TO THI TOT'[la BEPUIL.

— W 9TO UMEHHO THI XOYelllb 9TUM CKa3aTh, YOI0moK! Tkl MEITAaeIIbLCSI YHU3UTh MEHS, PaCKphIBas MOe
TEMHOE€ IIPOIIIoe?

Kupoc cxBatuics 3a KieTKy o0enMu pykKamu. ETo Temo mpoxaso, Ho He OT THEBa, a OT COXKaJIeHUSI.
OH coxanes 0 TOM, YTO CHejIan B mpouyioM. B mymie oH kpudan: "Eciu OBl TOTBKO JTIOAU MOTTIH
3a0BITH MeHT".

— 4 He 3aMHTEpPeCOBaH B TOM, YTOOH YHUXKATh TeOs. UTO KacaeTcsl MPUUUHEL, II0 KOTOPOU 5 IIPUIIENT
CIoa, TO 9TO IMTOTOMY, 4TO 51 TPU3Halo Tebs.

[IKOTTO Me[JIEHHO BCTaJl ¥ IPOTAHYI PyKy Kupocy B KieTke.

— Kakoy CMBICTT 3aKJII04aTh CBOIO KU3Hb B 3Ty KJIETKY, Ha3siBaeMylo KonuseeM, Tak goiaro? Bmecto

TOTO YTOOBI COXKAJIETh O CBOEM IIPOIIIOM, IToueMy Okl Tebe He mopaboTaTh MeuyoM? Mup CHapyxKu
O4YeHb MpeKpaceH. TBOS XKU3Hb He JOJIKHA 3aKaHYMBATHCSA 37e€Ch. Tak 4TO mMpocTH cebs, 0CBOOOAMCH!

— Tol... npu3Haes MeHsa? — Kupoc OgHAI roJIoBY U IIOCMOTpPes Ha [[3KOTTO, ero rojioc cjaerka
OpoKarl.

BriepBbie 3a CTOIBKO JIET KTO-TO ITPU3HAJ ero. BriepBbie KTO-TO IIPU3HAJ €To.

— [la, s mpu3Haw Te0s. MTak, Xo4yeIb JIM THl CTaTh Moel ceMbeli, Kupoc?
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