— OCTaHOBUTECS... TOXKamyicTa... PoOKue, gpoxKaliye cI0Ba UCXOOUIN OT 0JIefHOU OEeBYIIKHY,
KOTOpas HaxOAWIach C HUM B ITajaTe. OTO IPUBJIEKIIO BHUMaHNE JXECTOKOI0 YeJI0BeKa, HO BPAL JIX
3TO0 OBIJIO TIOX02Ke Ha MePedsIKy A Hero. O6/1uBasch KPOBBIO, OH OBIJT BECh B CUHSIKAX U MOG0SIX K
TOMY BpEMEHHU, KOTla HU3KUH MIPECTYIIHUK yies. JIBICH MyKUKMHa HalleJIUICs Ha OEeBYIIKY, Tomas K
Hell, II0Ka OHa IpsTanach 3a pyKaMu OT MHCTUHKTHUBHOTO cTpaxa. — A?! EcTb 4TO cKa3aTts?! OH MOr
TOJIbKO CMOTPETh, KaK MyKUYKMHa IMHAET I'PS3HBIM OOTHHKOM BIlepe[l, 0TOpachBasi MIPUKOBaHHYIO
IeBYLIKY Ha3ad ¥ HAHOCS e CIIUIIKOM MHOTO yOapoB I0 uily. X0Ts eMy Oblsio 00JIbHO BUAETH, YTO
neByIIKe 00JIbHO, OH HE CMeJl OTKPBITh POT, TaK Kak IO ero IleKe TeKJH cye3bl. EMy OBLIO CTpaIlHo.
Bomb Bce erie Oblyia cCBeXKa BO BCEM €r0 Tejle; OH He XOTeJI, YTOOBl eMy CHOBA MpUYuHUIMN 6011b. 1o
CpaBHEHHIO C IEeBYIIKOM, KOTOpas 3aCTyNHUIach 3a HET0, OH OBIJT TPYCOM. ITOT HeJI0BEK HE
VICIIBITBIBAJI HY YTPHI3EHUN COBECTH, HU KoJieOaHU; OH OBLI IIPOCTO XKECTOK. ITO He OBbIJI0 T0X0XKe Ha
CafUCTCKHe HaMepeHUs, HO CKOpee Ha TO, UYTO OH IIPOCTO PacCMaTpHUBall JeTel Kak "ToBap", a He Kak
peanbHBIX JIIOAEN.

- Tlocye Tako# CIIeHH Jaxe JPYyrue MOXUTUTENIM 3aCTaBUIN MYKUYKUHY TOKMHYTh KOMHATY, OCTAaBUB B
Hel TOJIbKO [BYX eTel, TakK KakK TaM OBIIO THXO, €CJIM He CYUTATh KaIaoIed KPOBH, KOTOPYIO OH
CIymIas.

- OH mouTH 3agpeMall, IIpexae YeM ABePh CHOBa OTKPHIIACh HECKOJIBKO MUHYT CiiycTsd. — IIpuBerT,
KaK THl HEPKUIILCI? ITO OBIJT 3HAKOMBIN I'0JIOC, HO HEe TOT, KOTOPBIA OH XOTEJN YCIIBbIIaTh. B ero
CJI0BaX 3By4ajia JIEeTKOMBICJIEHHOCTh, KOTOPOIi He OBIII0 MecTa B TaKOM y>KaCHOM 00CTaHOBKe, KakK 3Ta.
[TogHSB rojioBY, OH YBUOEJ YeJloBeKa, KOTOPHIH BOIIEesI B KOMHATY: JTO OH... "PybepT", - BCIIOMHUJI OH.
['HeB HAIIOIHUII €ro BeHHl, KOTAa OH YBUEJ YeJloBeKa, KOTOPHIM 3aMaHuI ero 06paTHO B TOA3EMENIbEe
TI0CJIe TIOTBITKY T00era, Ho CTPax IMOHaBUIl B HEM XKeJjlaHue BRIPBaThCs. OH BCe ellle YYBCTBOBAJI, KAk
60/Ib OT IIpeObIayIero n30KueHus OTOAeTCS B er0 KOCTAX. PyOepT OomyCTUIICS Iepel HUM Ha KOJIeHH,
€ro JuIl0 OBII0 CKPHITO TEHSIMYM HEOCBEIeHHOW KOMHATHI:

— Oro, OH OeHCTBUTEIbHO caenal ¢ TOOOH Bce, YTO MOT, He Tak JIA?

— He BomHyi#ics, MHe He JOCTaBNSeT YIOBOJILCTBUS BAIUTh JIIofiel cnabee MeHs, KaK TOT ITapeHb.
Obemaro, obe1alo, - 3acMessics Py0beT, coepkuBas CBOIO HETIOIBUXKHYIO YIIHIOKY.

U BCe XKe OH 3HAJ, 4TO JIydlie He JOBEePATh HU4YEMY, UTO U3BEPraeTCAd U3 YCT IIPECTYIIHUKA. On
JepxKajiCcda OnuxKe K CTeHe, OTBOIS B3I'JIdAn.

OH 4yBCTBOBaJ, KaK TOT MOJi4Ya CMOTPUT Ha Hero. OQHO ero XyTKOe IPUCYTCTBYE 3aCTaBIsANIO ero
B3[Ipar¥BaTh, XOTS He TOJIBKO 3TO BBI3BIBAJIO MypAallKH I10 Temny. "['p-p-p-p".

Ero KeJIyOoK 3ayp4all, Yp4a, TaK KaK B 3TOT JE€Hb OH €Ile He IOJIy4all IMUIIN.

PyGepT ynuIOHYICS:

— T&I, DOJI3KHO OBITE, TOJIONEH.

Korpa mym TacoBaHUSI KapMaHOB 3all0JIHUTI €T0 VIIK, OH IIOCMOTPeI Biepen: PyGepT gocTasn 4To-To
3aBEPHYTOE B TKaHb U3 KapMaHa CBOUX OPIOK.



OH cMoTpern, Kak PybepT MeJIeHHO pa3BopayuBaeT TKaHb, 00HAPYKUBas XJ1e0, KOTOPHINA OBLIT
IIPUIIPABIIEH CIIEIUSIMU.

OT oHOTO B3TJIAIa Ha 9TO B €T0 XKeJyaKe 00pa30Baach MMyCTOTa, XKaXAyIlas 100X 00bEIKOB.
Korga PyGepT pa3MaxuBajl UM Iepeq ero JIUIoM, Y Hero MIrHOBEHHO HayasioCh CIIIOHOOTHEIeHHE.

— Xouemub OTKYCUTE?

— ¢ meITarock OBITH BEXKJIMBLIM, TOHUMaems? [la magHo. [IprMu 3TO KaK U3BUHEHHUE 3a TO, YTO MHE
IPUIIOCE 00MaHyTh Te0s paHblIle, - YIbIOHYIICS PybGepT.

XoTst eMy OBLIO TOPBKO ¥ OOMIHO 3@ 3TOT'0 YeJI0BEKa, OH 3HAJI, 4TO [OJIr0 He IIPOXKUBET, eciiu OymeT
npeHebperaTs efou.

OH npornoTtusn co6CTBEHHOE ITpe3peHue U KUBHYI:

— 4 xouy 3To0...

Py6epT moxyonan ce6s 1o yXy U HaKJIOHUJICS BIEPe[ C YXMBIIKOU:

— Yto 310 OBIIIO? M3BUHHY, S HE YIIOBUJI, YTO Thl CKa3all.

— {4 Xouy 370, - CKa3aj OH I'poMye.

— Eme pa3. Ha 9T0T pa3 HEMHOTO 3HepruyHee, - Cka3an eMy Py0epr.
— 4 Xouy 3TOrO! - BEIKPUKHYII OH.

Korga oH 3T0 cka3aj, Py6epT mOCMOTpes Ha HETO CO CBOe# YIIRIOKOi, KOTopast OblIa eAUHCTBEHHOM
YepTOH NUIla MyKYUHEI, BUIUMOM W3-3a HAaBUCIINX TEHEH.

— A... 04UeHb XKab, - ycMexHyJics Pybepr.

[TpsiMo mepen NTULIOM T'OJIONHOTO pebeHKa PyOepT ¢ mpaMaTu4ecKuM OCTEpBEeHEHUEM BIPHI3CS B XJIe0,
pa3priBast OyXaHKY Ha YaCTH, KOTMIa ero roJIODHOMY B3TJISIAY IMpPencTany 6erble, CBeXKue 3epHa.

Kak HuKOTa paHblie, oH ObI 03710071€H, HO elre 6obIlne OH OB ITPOCTO IT0OEXKIEeH, TaK KakK ero
KeJNymoK Xkaxman 9Toro xjaeda, IMOTHOCTHIO 0KKUIAst €T0, TaK KaK B 0YEPEOHOM pa3 ero mpenan
JKECTOKUH YeJIOBEK.

B TeueHwue 11€710i MUHYTH B CBIPOM KaMepe He OBLIO0 CIIBIIIHO HUKAKUX [APYTUX CJOB. Bce OBIIO THUXO,
TOJIBKO JI0 ero ClTyxa DJOHOCHUJIUCDH 3BYKHU XKYyloliero PybepTa: ciioHa TeKia, 3yObl CKUMaiu Xjieb u
TJIOTAJIH.



OH crnbllIan BCe 3TO; ero XKEeJIyAoOK CJIBIIIAI BCe 3TO.

9To OblyIa OfHA U3 CaMBIX OOJBIINX PAflOCTEN, KOTOPYIO OH 3aCITy KU B 3TOM HOBOU KU3HMU:
BO3MOKHOCTh CBOOOTHO €CTh, TPOOOBATh NUKOBHHHEIE 0J1I0[]a 9TOI'0 MUPA C OUUIIEHHON MaTUTPON U
3[OPOBEIM TEJIOM.

Cupst 3mech, MPUKOBAHHBIN U YHUKEHHBIN, 0OMaHYTHIM ¥ U30UTHIM, OH YYBCTBOBAJ Ce0s TaK, CJIOBHO
He J00HJICS HUKAKOTO IIPorpecca Ha 9TOM YKUCTOM JIUCTE.
910 He urpa. He MmoxeT ObITh. YTO-TO MOJ00HOE HE MOXKET CYIIECTBOBAaTh. ITO HE MOXKET OBITh

CO3MaHo YenoBeKoM. TOJIbKO KEeCTOKUM 00T MOT CO30aTh TaKou MHUD, - MOAyMall OH.

Yepe3 HECKOIBKO MUHYT PyOepT 3aKOHUMII CBOY M3eBaTeNIbCKU 00efl, CheB BCe, KpOMe HECKOIbKUX
KpoIuek xneba, ¥ BcTas, cCO6UpasiCh YXOOUTh, MaXHYB MaJIbuUKy PYKOH.

— Bepnu cebs 3mech xopoiro, ManeHbKui [Ipakonse Ceppiie. Bce MoxkeT OBITH TOPa3fo XyxKe - IOMHH
00 3TOM, - CKa3an eMy PybepT.

XnonHyna MeTaJllIndeCKasd OBePb, U CHOBA HACTYIIXUJIa TUIIWHA. ,]:[eBYI_HKa B KOMHaTe C HUM CIIalla, IIO
KpaﬁHeﬂ Mepe, TaK eMYy IIOKa3aJIOChk, HO OHa BCE PAaBHO BCErada OblsTa TUXOM.

Omryimenuie 6bII0 TAKUM 3HAKOMBIM.

CreHHBI BOKDYT HETro OBLIN HEIIPpOHHNIIa€MEbI, OHM OTTOpazKuUBaJId €ro OT BHEIIHETr 0 Mupa. 9TO HUYEM He
OTJINYAJIOCh OT TOM KU3HH, KOTOpOfI OH 2KHUJI PaHBIIIE.

[Tnernuk. CoBepiieHHO 6ECIIOMOIIHEIN; HUYET0 He U3MEHHUIIOCH.

OH mom4a TAHYJI BpEMs, XO0TA KaXKasd MUHYTA TAHYJIACh KaK BEYHOCTH, KOIr'la HAaCTYIIAaJIX T'OJIOOHEIE
CITa3MBHI, a CKYKd C KaXKJIbIM MI'HOBEHHNEM DPA3PEIBAJId €TI0 PA3yM.
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