B ero rimasax MEJIBKHYJI UHTE€PEC, HO OH MCYe3 IpexKae, 4eM OHa yCIieJjla €ro 3aMEeTHUTh.

"- Mo# HavyaJIbHUK PEILNJ, YTO CTOUT IPOKOHCYJIbTUPOBATHCS C BAMU HaCUeT HEro, IOCKOJIbKY B
npodeccop 3alIKTH OT TEMHBEIX UCKYCCTB U MOXkKeTe 00nafaTth crelubruiecKUMI 3HaHUSIMHU,
KaCAIOIIMMHCS 9TOr0 3aKINHaHUI".

KBuppens cHOBa OTPEIBUCTO KUBHYJI, CTJIOTHYB OT HEPBO3HOCTH, KOTOpas OBIBAeT mepen Ka3Hbio. "- K-
KOHEYHO. A 4TO c-CHeajio 3TO 3aKJIuHaHue?"

OH nofaBUIT BCIBIILIKY THEBA, BRI3BAHHYIO NPe3puTebHEIM B3rnsgoM O'Konuep. «Korga-Hubynob oHU
BCe MIPU3HAIT MO0 cuny. Ho s morkeH OBITH TepIenuB. Mos XKepTBa [J0/IXKHA 0CTABaThCS HUYETo He
IIOJ03PEBAIOIIEH. »

"- 9T0 OBLIO 3aKIMHaHUe MuTA". - coobilana aBpop, ¥ KBuppenn BrepBhie IPOIEMOHCTPUPOBAT e
CBOIO HCKPEHHIOI peakluio, YOUBIEHHO MOPTHYB.

"- 3aknuHaHUe mura’?"

"- Ha." - Xoym ropopuia MemjieHHO, KaK OyATO OH ObLT yMCTBEHHO OTCTAJIBIM. "- OOUH U3 HAIIUX
aBpOPOB CTOJKHYJICS C TEMHBIM MaroM. EMy pa3pesasnu OpIOIIHYIO TOJIOCTh ¥ OH YMep, faXe He
moexaB 1o OonmbHULE CBSiTOro MyHro. Hu ofiHO 3akIuHaHUeE HUCILIeIeHHs He MOTJIO Ha HEero
IIOJIeiCTBOBATh, TIOTOMY YTO MBI 0OHApPYKUIHU B €T0 paHe ciensl [IpoTero”.

KBuppesn oTBEpHYJICS OT OTHS, fefasi BU, UYTO caMa HOBOCTh €T0 Halyrajia, HO eT0 CKPHITOe
BhIpakKeHUe JIUIa BeIpaxKajo paCYeT/IuBOCTE. "- ITO y-yKacHO!"

"- MoxeT OBITh, 3TO IIyCTas TpaTa BpeMeHu?" - mpoOopMOTasl KTO-TO Ha 3alHEM IIJIaHe.

Xoym cnerka OTBEpPHYIack 0T KBUppesia, ¥ B €€ Tila3ax MMOSBUJICS ONacHHM O1eck. "- Hu cimoBa
OosmbIie... TOIBKO He OT TeOs.... He IOC/ie TBOel OmuoKu".

To, 4TO OHU 30€eCh, 03HAYAJI0, YTO UM HEe YAQJIOCh IIOHATH, KdK BEICJIIEOUTH 3TOTO BOJIIIEOHUKA WIIH
BeObMY. CaMbIM BEPOSATHEIM 00BbsICHEeHHEM OBITIO TO, 9YTO OHHM CaMU «3aTONTAJIN» CBOMMY OEHCTBUSIMU
MeCTO IIPECTYIIJIEHUA.

HacTynuio HanpsixkeHHOe MOT4aHue, IpexXae Y4eM OHa CHOBa 3ar0BOPHIIA. "- BBl clIy4aiiHO HUYETO
He 3HaeTe 0 TAKOM 3akIuHaHuu, npodeccop Ksuppenn?"

KBupperns XopoIo CKPEII CBOE Ipe3peHne, MOBEPHYBIIKCH K KeHIIUHE. "- {1 1mojaraio, 4To 3Hao,
aBpop O'Konnep".

"- [IpaBma?" - Ha ee JUlle 0TPaA3UJIOCh YOUBJIEHUE, U €€ TI0BeeHUe IOJTHOCThIO U3MEHUTIOCH. "-



[ToxanyiicTa, mobasa nHGOpPMaIMsa IOMOXKET HaM HaUuTH yOuuiy".

KBuppernn elié pa3 OTPeIBUCTO KMBHYJI, IIOYTH Ha I[BIIIOYKaX BO3Bpalllasich K KaMuHy. "- 4 He gymalo,
YTO MOTY JaTh BaM KOHKPETHHIE CBeIeHH s, HO 3allluTHas Marus Bcerga Oblyia Moei
crenuann3amnuen”.

Xoym KMBHYJIA, C HETePIIeHUeM 0XKU/ast IIPOO0JIKEHHE.

"- 970 Bcerpa OblsI0 Moel Teopuein”. - Hayan 00bacHATh KBupuHYyC. "- UTO 3aIUTHOE HaMepeHHe
[IuTOBEIX Yap MOXKeT OBITH UCIIOIL30BAHO B IPYTUX 3-3aKJIMHAHUAX".

"- Bbl UMeeTe B BUAY..." - aBPOp HaKJIOHUIA I'0JIOBY, 06OyMbIBas IOJIy4eHHYI0 HHGOPMaIHIo. -
3aKnIuHaHUe, BIIJIETEHHOE B OPyroe 3aKiInHaHue?"

"- II-ma." - mokuBan Ksuppen. "- XoTs 66110 OBl TJIYTIO IEITATHCS HAYYUTHCS TAKOW Maruu.
[TocnencTBUs MOTYT OBITH TPOCTO KaTaCTPOPUIeCKUMU".

“- B cmpIice?" - B roJioCe XXKEeHIIUHEI IP03ByYasa TpeBora.

KBuprHYyC noKaydajs rojioBoi. "- Hy>KHO ObITh BOJIIIEOHMKOM UJTM BeIbMOM OUYeHb BBICOKOTO
MacTepCTBa ¥ 3HaHUM, YTOOH Jaxke IMOMBITaThCS COeNaTh 3T0. A 4TOOH JOOUTLCS ycrexa..."

Xoyn kuBHyna. "- K TaKOMY BEIBOAY IIPUIIIIN U MBI,

"- BoroCh, BBl HEBEPHO IIOHUMAETE BCI CEPLE3HOCTL CUTyaluun". - BO3pa3uil KBUpper, u ero TOH CTaa
yyTh O0Jiee pemuTenbHbIM. "- OOHO U3 MOCIEeTHUX 3aPeruCTPUPOBAHHBIX TPUMEHEHUY TEMHEBIX, M-
MOIUGHUIMPOBAHHEIX IITUTOBLIX Yap OBIIO Ha cYeTy T-T...» - OH OCTaHOBUJICS, CJIOBHO 00SICh
IPOU3HeCTH 3To ums. "... Témuoro Jlopaa, ['puHgensBanbaa’.

[To3agu aBpopa BO3HUKIIA CyMaToxa, ¥ OH YBUAEJ, KakK OHa IIOBEpHYJIa r'0JIOBY B CTOPOHY, Ha
MT'HOBEHUE MCYE3HYB B IIJITaMEHHU, a 3aTEM BEPHYBIIKCh.

"- Barra momoIis Oblia OIfeHeHa 1o IOCTOMHCTBY, mpodeccop Keuppenn". - aBpop O'KonHep KuBHYIa
eMy C Topas3fo OOJNbIINM yBaKeHHeM, 4eM paHnsbiie. "- Cracu6o."

"- KoHeuHO." - OH HEPBHO YCMEXHYJICH, HO OHa yXke IIpepBajia CBI3b.

Bblpa}KeHI/Ie HEYBEPEHHOCTH MTHOBEHHO MCY€e3JI0 C ero JIMkIia. OH moKayas rojioBOM, UCIIBITEIBAS
OTBpPaAllleHue K cebe 1 K HEKOMIIETEHTHOCTH aBpPOPOB. YouBuTENbHO, YTO OHU B006L[Ie yueenu mocie
IIepBOro HaTHUCKa ero X03si1uHa.



"- UHTEepecHO." - IPOTOBOPUII I'OJIOC U3 €r0 3aThIJIKA.

"- [ledCTBUTENBHO." - TUXO COTIACHUIICI IIpodeccop, CHOBA CafsCh B KPECJIO U IOTATUBAS YKe
OCTBIBIIMH 4ai. "- CIToCOOHOCTh MOIUGHUIIMPOBATE TI00BIEe Yaphl IOCTATOYHO PACIPOCTPaHeHa, HO

MCII0/Ih30BaTh Yapkl [lluTa TakuM 00pa3oM... B 3ToM MoxKeT OBITH BUHOBAT TOJIBKO OfUH YeJIoBeK".

"- Knapk..." - BonmemMopT Mpou3HEC 9TO UM TaK, CJIOBHO peyb Ia 06 anmneTuTHOM Omofe. -
HHTepecHO, B 4eM 3aKJII0YaeTCs Urpa 9Toro peberka?"

KBUppeI moYyyBCTBOBAI, KaK B €T0 CO3HAHUE TPOHMKAET e[]Ba 3aMETHHEIN HaMEK Ha OECIIOKONCTBO, U
CTPSIXHYJI €TO0.

Knapk, KOHEeYHO, Urpaj B OaCHbIE UTPHL, HO... "- ITO He JOJIXKHO Hac BOJIHOBaTh, rocnofuH. OH caMm
BBIOMpAET CBOU IyTh B 3TOM Mupe".

"- lericTBUTENIBHO." - cornacuics Bomgemopr. "- Ho mpocnenu, 4ToOw €ro NeiCTBUS He Melllaau
HaImM".

KBuppesnn KUBHY 1 BCTal, 4YTOOBI Ha4aTh CBOM feHb. "- KoHeuYHO, rocronun".
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[TamaTa 3HAHUYN U XKU3HU, HACTOSIIEE BPEMS. ..

Apam Knapk

4 ycTaBuics Ha mapsulyio nepeno MHOM XKeHIUHY. To, YTO OHa TOJIBKO YTO CKAa3aja... ITO KOe-4To
MHE HAITlOMHHJIO.

"- MUpOBOY CTPaHHUK?", - 1 yKe UCII0Ib30BaJl 3TOT TEPMUH, KOT[a MKcaa CBOM paccKas.

Cepas [Jama TONIBKO KHMBHYJIa, HEMUTAIOIIUM B3TJISIOM OKUHYB MO0 QUTYDY.

4 mogaBui APOXKSE U [TO3BOJIUJI CBOEMY pa3apakKeHUI0 BEITECHUTD YIUBJIEHUE U TPEIeT, KOTOphIe
HCHBITEIBA. "- YTO THI UMeEIIb B BUAY IO 3TUMHU CJI0BaMu? XejeHa."

['mas3a XKeHIIWHBI PaCIIMPUIIUCH OT II0Ka, & POT HAa HECKOJIbKO MTHOBEHUM IIPUOTKPHIICS, IIPekKe
YeM OHa SIBHO Pa303JIUIach.

Kak pa3 B TOT MOMEHT, KOTTla OHa cOOMpaach pa3pasuThCs SBHO HE JIECTHOW TUPAIOH, 5
II0YYBCTBOBAJI, KaK II0 MHe ¥ I10 MPU3PaKy IPOIIjia BOJIHA TOT0, UTO S MOT'Y OIIKCATh TOJILKO KaK



YCIIOKaNWBAKIIYIO CEPUI0 MypPaIllEeK.

¢l ToBepHYIJICS U TOCMOTPENT Ha KPUCTasl, Habmofasi, Kak OH MeHsIeT CBOM I[BET Ha CBETJIO-T0JTy00ii.

Bce 3T0 He uMen0 HUKAKOTo cMbIcia. Hu B KHUTrax, HU B IATHU TPUIIJINOHAX CHI/IH-O(bd)OB, BUIEOHUID,
IbeC U T.A. HUKOT'Id HEe YIIOMHWHAJIOCh HHU O KpUCTAJIJIe, HA O [TanmaTe 3HAHWY U XKU3HU.

Yro Ke 37ech npoucxoauno? Heyxkenu s BooOIle He B KAHOHE?

«TTomarato, 4TO B CEpUU KHUT [JIS AeTed POylIuHT He CTajla BOaBaThCS B IIOOPOOHOCTH.
Cy1ecTBYIOILIUMI, TIOJTHOLEHHBIN MUD - 9TO COBCEM HpYyroe feo...»

oKHO OBLIO OBITH YTO-TO, YTO [EJIAJI0 3aMOK XOIBapTC TAKUM 0COOEHHEIM. DTO MMEJIO TOPa3Mio
OOJIBIIIUHA CMEIC]T.

«Kpome Toro...» - mo6aBUII MOM eXHOHBIM BHYTPEHHUM Toyoc. «- Kakas pa3Hulla, KAaHOH 3TO UJIX HET?
CaMo TBO€ CyIIECTBOBaHUE 3[ECH YKe U3MEHUIIO CUTYALHI0. Bomble HET CMBICTIA UTPATh B
IpencKa3aHus.»

CJI0BHO B IIOATBEPXKAEHME 3TUX CJIOB, XeJleHa 3aropopuia. "- 4 yxe ngaThOECAT JIET He CJIblllaja, Kak
IIPOM3HOCAT MO€e HacTosllee UMs. XOTS MeHS He OOJIXKHO YOUBIIATh, YTO TH €r0 3Haellb, MupoBou
CTpaHHUK".

¢ B3MOXHYJI U CHOBA IIOBEPHYJICA K HEU JIULOM. "- [loueMy THI IPOAOJIXKAEIIb Ha3blBaTh MeHs Tak?"

"- XOT THI BHITJIAOUIINE KaK MaJb4Y¥K, HO S BUXKY TBOIO UCTUHHYIO CYLIHOCTSR".

"- MO0 UCTUHHYIO CYIIHOCTE? YTO TH UMeelllb B BULy?"

OHa ocTaHOBHUJACh ITepefo MHOM U ITOCMOTpeJia Ha MeHs CTPaHHBIM B3risAgoM. "- Tebs HeT..."

KeHIIMHa CMOTpeJia B MOU TJla3a, U 5 MOHSJI, YTO He MOT'Y OTOPBAaTh OT He€E B3riAna. "- Ho TH ecTh.
Kaxk?"

"- B TBOUX CJI0OBaX HET HUKAKOI0 CMBICTIA, XeJleHa". - MO€ NIPUTIIyIIeHHOe pa3gpaXKeHue CMeIanoch C
MI000THITCTBOM. - THl MOXKelllb 00BbsICHUTL? HopMabHEIMU OHSATUSAMH, IT0XKasyicra".

To, 4TO 51 HA3BaJI ee 10 UMEHY, BHIBEJIO €€ U3 TPaHCa, B KOTOPOM OHA HaXO[MJIACh, ¥ IPU3PakK
HaXMypUJIach. "- { YyBCTBYIO, KAK OTTOJIOCKH ITOTYCTOPOHHETO MUPA IEIISIOTCS 3@ 9TOT XOATUHM
TPYI, KOTOPHEIM THI SIBJISIEIIBCS, - U B TO K€ BpPeMsI ThI ITOJIOH UCKPHI K13HU. Kak Tebe 3T0 yganoch?"



bl CTJIOTHYJI OT TOT'O, KaK OHa Ha3Balla MOE Tejt0. XOmsTuui TPVII. HpOCTO 3aMevdaTeJIbHO.
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