PokyHa u B 9TOT leHb YMTajla KHUTU B Benukoir bubaroTeke, HaXOOUBIIEHCS B TO3eMellbe 3aMKa
Kopons [lemoHOB.

Ha orpomMHOM CTOJI€, CTOSIBIIIEM B LIEHTPE 3TOM IOIYTEMHON KOMHATHI, JIeXKano 0eCcUucieHHoe
MHOKECTBO KHUT. ITO OBIJIH, KOTOPHEIe BepMymos IpuBE3 C TEPPUTOPUU YeI0BeYeCTBa, KHUTH,
KoTopkle nmockinan Hananyc u3 JlecHoro Koponesctsa [[K1O0JIb, U KHUTHU, KOTOPBIE TaKXKe MIOCTYIallu
u3 JlecHoro KoponeBcTBa, HO yKe 4epe3 TOProsiio. HeBaxkHO, ObIIM JTX 9TO Te€ KHUTH, YTO JiexKalu
Ha CTOJIe, UJIA T€, YTO XPAHUIIUCh HA KHUKHBIX MTOJIKAX, BCE 9TH KHUTH OBIIM C TEPPUTOPUU
YyeJiI0BEeYECTBa, U He ObIIO HU OJHOM HalMCaHHOM caMUMHU Ma3oKy.

Bo3M0KHO, 13-3a IPUPOJH], KOTOPOH o0naganyu Ma3oKy, Cpefu HUX BPSI[ I MOXKHO ObI/I0 ObI HAUTH
TaKHUX, KTO JII00MJI OBl YUTATh KHUTH, TaK YTO X HE CTOUJIO OXKHUIATh, YTO KTO-TO U3 HUX HAIHUIIET
KHUTY.

Cama PokyHa mo0uia YUTATh KHUTH, HO B3SThCS 3@ HAMKMCAHKUeE Yero-TO CBOEr0 OHa HUKAK He MOTJIa.
[TockonpKy Gymara mpou3BoauiIach faxe B KoponeBcTBe 3aapK, oHa Moriia Obl HamucaTh KHUTY,
ecnu OBl 3axX0Tella, HO Hefio OBIJI0 B TOM, UTO, Korfa PokyHa 3aKaH4uBasa CBOI paboTy, OIy4anochk
YTO-TO CIIEIMaTN3UPOBAHHOE, HAMIOJ001e IPUMYyapOB U UCCIENOBATEIbCKUX OTUETOB.

Ecnu roBopuTh 0 Opyrux Ma3oKy, KOTOphIe Oblu ObI He MPOYh MOYKTATh, POKYHE Ha yM MPUXOOUIIA
HEKOTOpas YacCThb JTI00UTeNIed UM MYXKUYKUHEI, KOTOPHIM HPABUIKCh HECKOJIBKO CJII0KHEIE KHUTH,
Takue Kak AnmbTeiio, CaHCKpu unu Bepmymos. IT0CKOBKY, IO CyXaM, IIOCIIeIHUE TPOE BPeMs OT
BpeMeHU COOHPAIUCh BMECTE, YTOOR! IOJeIUTHCS BIIeYaTIeHUSIMHI 0 HOBOM KHUTE, TO UX MOXKHO
ObLI0 OB TazkKe Ha3BaTh «XapPAKOPIIUKAMUY.

Papu Bepmymona PokyHa 6e3 koneGaHui Hamucasna Okl KHUTY, HO, €CJId OBl €€ KHUTY C CEPbE3HBIMU
UNaMu 9yuTanu U Anbrerio ¢ CaHCKPUIOM, el 3aX0TesIoch OBl yIapoM OTIIPABUTH UX B IIOJIET.

Kak 00bI4HO YuTasl KHUTH, OeCIIOPS0YHO pa3fiokKeHHbe Ha CTose, PoKyHa Opocuiia B3TJISH BIEPET.
B kpecrie, rme 0OLIYHO HUKTO HE CUIEN, CuaeNna GUrypa MyK4YKWHBI, KOTOPBIM IOCTYKUBAJI II0 CTOJTY
IabIlEM, OMEPIINCEH Ha JIOKOTE.

- ...4Uto cnyuunocs, Bep-uu?

3aMeTHB, YTO OH II0YEMY-TO BHITJISIMIEN JOBOJILHO YCTaIbiM, POKyHa 3aKphljla KHUTY C BEIPaXKEeHHEM
JIIIa, KOTOPOE TOBOPHIIO, YTO OHA OOJIbIIIe He MOXKET 3TOT0 BEIHOCHTh, ¥ 3ar0OBOPHIa C HUM. [Tocye
TOTO0, KaK BOIIPOC OB 3afiaH, BepMymoi oryisiHyics, TocMOTpen Ha POKyHY U TUXO B3JOXHYIL.

- Bupuurb nv, 1 HEMHOTO YTPaTHII YBEPEHHOCTH B cele.

- YBEepEeHHOCTH?



YcnbimaB 3TH coBa, PoKyHa HEPHYIAck. YYUTHIBAS TO, YeM 3aHUMaJICs BepMynos B OCIeqHUE OHHU,
PokyHa Mora nmogymaTh TOJIBKO 00 OIHOM.

- ...Heyxenu THI co3man ee ogHy?

- 4 mymar, 4To yX c 9To¥ mpobjeM He Oymer...

YBunes, Kak BepMymon B3HOXHY BO BTOPO# pa3, POKyHa MOHSA, YTO € MPeAnonoxkeHue 6510
BEPHBIM. BepMyos co3part eirie ofHy ropHHYHyo0. OHA CIbIIIaja, YTO y CTy2KaHKHU 10 UMeHU MapuH,
KOTOPYIO OH co37aJ nocyie Kpum, Takxke ObUTH ITPOGIEMEI C IAYHOCTHIO... HO CY[s 110 eT0
HACTPOEHHIO, C TPEThel TOXKe YTO-TO OBITIO HE TaK.

- IToxoxe, 9To e1é onHa npobaeMa, 7a? YTo OHa 3a [eBYyIIKa?

B oTBeT Ha Bonpoc PokyHbl BepMynon HUYero He ckasajl U yKasasl o[ CTOJI. XO0Ts OHa ¥ He MOrJjla
IIOHATH, YTO O3HAYAET 3TOT KeCT, POKyHa 3a4ueM-TO 3aryisfHya oM CTOJ.

-V, yxayyy!?

YnuBnéHHas yBULeHHHM PokyHa 6ecco3HaTenbHO cOUIa HOTOM CTYNI X OTCKOYMIIa Ha3af. [Ipsamo B
IIeHTpe 1107, CTOJIOM HaXOAMJIacCh IOoIHasA OPOHS XKENTOro LiBeTa.

- Ou, Bep-un!? J1a geByllka, Kak JaBHO OHA 3[€Ch!?

- Mm? Aa. [TpuMepHO CTOJIBKO XK€, CKOJIBKO U $1. [Iox0Xke, OHa CITUIIIKOM CHJIBHO GOUTCS
HE3HaKOMIIEB.

- Kax MoxHO0 ObIJIO CHieNiaTh TOPHUYHYI0, KOTOpas O0MTCS He3HAKOMIIEB?. ..

- M, ny. Ha 370 OBIITM CBOM pa3Hble IPUYUHEL

Heynmaua ¢ KpuMm 3akiodanach B €€ Ype3MepHoil 9HEPTUYHOCTH. [103TOMY Ipu co3maHuu MapuH,
KOTopas Oblla BTOPOM, BepMymo CHU3UIT SHEPTUYHOCTh U IOMBITAJICSI HO0ABUTh XJIafHOKPOBUS, KaK
y Muuku. Ho x0T MapyH u IONIy4YUIIach MOCIOKOMHee, yeM KprM, BOMHCTBEHHOCTh HUKY/a He
nenack. [1oaToMy, B cliydae ¢ TpeThel... ¢ JIUMOH, KOTOpas B JaHHBIM MOMEHT CHUfejla Ha KOPTOYKax
ol cTosioM, BepMymon crenan eé criocoOHOM MOMIaBIsATh CBOU 9MOIIKMHU. TakXKe OH fal e
6rmaropasymue 1 CiocO6HOCTb AyMaTh, IPeXe YeM COBepIIaTh KaKue-Tu0o OelCTBUS, U, KpoMe
TOTO, CHeNall TakK, YTOOL OOIUTENBHOCTE ObllIa OCHOBOM €€ MTUYHOCTH. Kopoue ToBOpsI, OH IOMIBITAJICS
co3maTh OpykKentoOHYI0 U BECENYI0 Bepcuio MUuKH...

ITocne BBICJIYITUBaHUA 3TOT'O 00BSICHEHUS y POKYHBI Ha JINIIE IIOSABUJIOCH BEIPazKE€HNE OTBPAllleHUA.

-...Bep-uu. ITocrne TOro, KaK TH caM 3TO cKa3aJjl, He KaxeTcs U Tebe 3TO CIUMKOM abCypOHBIM?
YecTHO TOBOpS, 51 HUKAK He MOry ce0e IIpefiCTaBUTh APYXKemo0HyI0 U yirbuuByio U4uKy... pa3se
OHa Bcerfia He B TPEX CeKyHMaX, YToObl MpUUTH U yOuTs? 4 yauBneHa, 4yTo y Tebs BooOIIe MOXKET



OBITH TaKoOi 00Opas.
- He xoten 6wl 51 ¢ TGO coramiaThCsl, HO yMalo, 3TO AENCTBUTEIHHO CIUIIKOM abCypaHO.

U B pe3ynbTaTe 3TOr0 abcypna u ObIJI0 CO3IaHO TO, YTO Celdyac HaXONUJIOCh IOf CTojIoM. MHaue
TOBOPSI, TIOJIYYUJIOCh COBEPIIEHHO IIPOTUBOIIOI0KHOE TOMY, YTO 0XKHuAan BepMymort.

OHa moJTy4Yunach O6IMUTETFHOM THYHOCTHIO0, HO €€ BPOXKIEHHOe GIaropa3yMue 0Ka3ajaoCh
KaTacTPodoH, 13-3a KOTOPOH 3Ta UepTa HUKAK He MOTJIa IIPOSIBUTH ce0s1, a 13-3a TOfaBIIeHUS IMOIUH
OHa He CYMTaja 3TO HeNPUITHEIM. B pe3ynbraTe €€ oOIIMTEeTbHOCTh B KAKOH-TO CTETIeHH
IIPOSIBIISINIACH JIMIITH IT0 OTHOIIEHHIO K TeM, C KeM OHa OblJla XOPOIII0 3HaKOMa.

- Bonee Toro, BOMHCTBEHHOCTh V¥ HEE TOXKE HUKYIA He fmenach. [lymai, mpobiemMa KPOeTcs: B IPUPOLe
Maruueckux JIocmexos.

- Hy, oHa Bcé-Taku 6poHsi. boit HeBO3MOXKeH 0e3 0pyKUs U OPOHH.

- OTo mpaBfa. { momkeH OB 3aMETUTHL 3TO TOPA3[0 paHbIie... M?

YyBCTBYSI, KaK KTO-TO IEPTaeT ero 3a 1noaoi 6piok, BepMymon 3arisiHy 1 oA CTOJI, ¥ KOTAa OH 3TO

cOenai, oH yBumgen tam ¢urypy JIuMoH, KoTopas B KAaKOU-TO MOMEHT yCIlela IPUHATE CBOI0 (hopMy
MapxuHa.

PoxyHa ToXKe B3TJISIHYJIa BHU3 U YBUJIE/a OEBYIIKY, XOTh ¥ HATIOMUHABIIIYIO [OCIEX, KOTOPHIH OBbI
paHbllle, HO BCE XKe Ha Hero He IOX0xXKYyI0. E€ ofexkma, B 0CHOBE KOTOPOTI'O JiexKaJjl JKENITHIHN I[BET, Obla
II0X0Ka Ha Haps[ rOpHUYHOU. E€ BOTHUCTHIE 30JI0THIE BOJIOCH M3/Iy4aiu MATKUM OJ1ecK, a BlaxKHbIE
rjIa3a TOTo Xe I[BeTa AeJlajid e€ 04eHb MUJIOMN.

OHa Oblna moxoxa Ha 0OBIYHYIO KPACUBYIO JEBYIIKY, HO BCE pa3pyllano To, YTO celdac OHa,
CBHEXKUBIINCH, CUAETIA ITOZ CTOJIOM.

- Tocmopun Koposnb [leMoHOB... JIuMoH 60Jbllle BaM He HYKHA?...

C 03ailaueHHBIM JIUIIOM ITIOCMOTPEB Ha TO, Kak JINMOH CMOTpeJia Ha Hero CHHU3Y-BBEPX, CJIIOBHO
IEMIssICh 3a Hero, BepMymos 0CTOPOXKHO MOIOXKHUII CBOIO PYKY IIOBEPX PyKu JIMMOH.

- Takoe coBepIlIeHHO HEBO3MOXKHO. B 9ToM 3amke Koposnst [leMOHOB HET HUKOTO, KTO CKa3asl OB, YTO
THI He HYyXKHa.

- ...Ax, HeT, He TO 4TOOBI JIUMOH COMHEBaJIacCh B 3TOM. XM... IPOCTHUTE...

- ...Ja, g Bcé mousa. [Togoxou HEMHOTO.

Cka3zaB 3T0, BepMyon nasbijaMu IIOTEP YTOJIKM CBOUX TJIa3.



Yepes3 HECKOJIBKO MTHOBEHUH, OH IIPUKPELI JIaOHBIO JIUIIO... TTIyOOKO B3[MOXHYTI U C HEXKHOU yIIBIOKON
BHOBb ITOCMOTPEJI II0f, CTOJL.

- Bce B nmopsanxke, JlumoH. Hy Xe, ugu cropa.

Pyka po6KO MPOTsSIHYIaCh U3-II0f] CTOJIa K KOJIeHy BepMymoina, KOTOPHIA IPOTSIHYI 06€ PYKH... ’
BCKOpE OTTY[Ia BLICYHYJIach TojioBa JIMMOH.

3abpaBimick Ha Bepmymon, JIMMOH YIOTHO YCTPOWIACh B €r0 00bsITUAX. HUHO OmpenenénHo mpuIia
ObI B IPOCTB, 3aMETh OHA 3TY CIEHY, HO, K CYACThIO, €€ 3[eCh He ObIITO.

JIuMoH ¢ oOneryeHreM yabli0OHyIach ¥ IPUCIOHUIIACH CIMHOM K rpyau Bepmymona. Bepmymon
JIaCKOBO TIOTJIafIUTI €€ TI0 TOJI0BE, HO OBICTPO CHesan yCTajloe JIULO.

- Tel ycokounacs, JIuMoH?
- I-ma. 3-393...

- Orer; Bepmypor.

Ycnrimas otu ciioBa, PokyHa HEBOJIBHO OTBEPHYJIACH, OYIyYU TOTOBOM PACXOXOTAThCH.

9T0 HUKy[a He roguTcs. CMesThes 3mech OBII0 OB MyCTOM TpaToX ycunui Bepmymorna.

PokyHa Koe-Kak oBJjiafesia co00i 1 mpo6opMoTaia ApOKaII¥M TOI0COM:

- B-BHI ¥ BIIPSIMBb XOPOIIIO JIAAUTE, fa?...

- ...B 3HaUNUTENLHOM CTEIIeHH.

CKkasaB 3TO0 C TOPHKUM BHIPAKEHHMEM JIHIla, BepMymon BOpyT u300pa3ui si3BUTENbHYI0 YIbIOKy. 13-3a
3TOr0 Y POKYHEI BO3HHMKIIO IIJIOX0€ IIPEeIYyBCTBUE, HO OBITIO YK€ CIIHIIKOM ITO3/HO.

- JIuMoH. BOT 0fiHa U3 MOUX CaMEIX JOBEPEHHBIX HOI[‘-II/IHéHHBIX, POKy'Ha.

- [I-mpUATHO TO3HAKOMHUTHCH...!

Ycnbimas, 4To 9TO OB TOT, KOMY BepMyzmon oueHb moBepsis, JIMMOH IOCIIEIIHO TOKJIOHUIIACh
Pokyse.

- JIumoH. THI TI0OUIIL KHUTH?



- I-ma. JTro6mr0...!

- YMMMM, $ICHO.

[Ilonss, 4To nEITaeTCs cpenaTts Bepmynos, PoKyHa MonbITanach OBLEICUTH F'OJIOC B 3HAK IPOTECTA.

- 9u, Bep-um...

- B takom cny4ae, JIUMOH, THI [O/T2KHa ITOMIPOOOBATH MTOKUTH 37eCh BMecTe ¢ PokyHou. Tak KakK oHa
HEMHOT'0 Hepsixa, Thl JOJIXKHA ITIOMOTaTh ei ¢ yOOPKOH, IOMyTHO OTTa4uuBasi CBOM HAaBHIKU TOPHUYHOM.
Iemnast 9To, THl CMOXKEIIL CTaTh YBEPEHHEeeE B OymyIieM!

- H.. 5O... 9TO0 HOpManvHO? KpuM- caH u Mapun- CaH yxXe 30€Cbh...

- He obOpartait Ha HUX BHEMaHUS. [I0OCKOJIbKY UM ellle He TOPYYUIIH 3alaHul, OH [eJlaloT TO, YTO UM
xoueTcs. Tol Oymelnb eqUHCTBEHHOM, KOMY 51 Iajl TIOpy4YeHue.

4yBCTBYSI HEKOTOPOE IPEBOCXOACTBO U TEIJIO OT 3TOT0, JIMMMOH SHEPTUYHO KUBHYIIA.

- [I-ga! JIuMOH cOoenaeT Bce BO3MOXKHOe!
- Ila, BoT 3TO myX. 4 O6ymy BpeMs OT BpeMeHHU 3arIsigbiBaTh K BaM.

- [ToxkanyicTa, momoxauTe!

[JPokyHa mmocMoTpesia Ha yIOBIETBOPEHHOT0 BepMymona ria3amMu, MOJTHEIMU HET'0JOBaHHUS.

DOI[HaKO, 3aMeTHuB, 4T0 JINMOH CMOTPHUT Ha Hee HEe0OBIYaliHO MHUJIEIMU r'Jla3KaMi, OHa OTKDPHBIJIa POT
OT U3YMIJIECHHA.

- A...xM...JIuMOH...Bac O€CIIOKOUT?
YBuUmeB, 4TO 9TH MUIIbIE TIa3KW HAYMHAIOT 3aJIUBATHCS cle3aMu, POKyHa 3aMaxalia pyKaMH.

- Axaxa, Ja He MOXeT TaKoro ObITh! JIUMOH-4aH IMPOCTO He MOXKET HUKOIro 6ecrokKouTh! CecTpeHKa
OYeHb papa!

- Xa-xa, Mmosnoger, JIuMoH.

- I-ma!

(OTBepHYyBIIHCEL OT JIUMOH, KOTOPast C yIBIOKOM cMoTpena Ha Bepmynosna, PokyHa TUXO0 B3[OXHYIIa.

[Ona OIpeneyIeHHO OTOMCTUT €My 3a 3TO II03ZKe, HO cemyac eé KyJllaK1 CaMU C2KUMAJIMCh OT 3JIOCTH.
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