B tot MmomeHT, Korna Bepmygnon coegunuics ¢ CemeneM 2Ku3nu M4uky, B HEero Hayaiu BIUBaThCSA
n300paxkeHus, KOTOPBIEe OTIMYAJIMCh OT TEX, YTO OH BUfeNd paHee. Ha 9TOT pa3 oH BuOen
BOCIIOMHMHAHHUS 0 CMEPTAX, O MOCTIeTHUX MOMeHTax Xku3Hu Muuku. BocmomuHanus 06 youiicTee
Orpowm, youiiiieiit. BocmoMuHaHus 0 TOM, KakK €€ Ipefany Apy3bs, TOBAPUILIU, CEMbSI.

[Topoit oHa yMupasa pagyu CIpaBedIMBOCTH, Pafu OPYKOB], HO MHOTIa CMEPTH HACTYyIala u3-3a

JKeCTOKOCTH MJIH TJIYIIOCTH APYTruX. Bce aTu e€ GecuncieHHBIe CMEPTH BIIMBaIKCh B BepMmymora.
Ckop06b ¥ OTYasiHUE BHYTpU Bepmymona mpuiiny B 6emeHcTBo. C mOYTH MOTHOCTHIO UCCSIKITUMU
Maru4ecKou CHUJION U CO3HAHUEM BepMymomn oT4assHHO CTapasics MOANepPKUBATh CBSI3b, KOTOPAs,
Ka3aJI0Ch, BOT-BOT 0O0PBETCS.

- [Toatomy... 11.

B HeGe Opla BumHA nyHa. OH MOT BUAETH 3a HEOCTAHABIUBAOIIMMUCS 00pa3aMu CMEPTH,
IIPEKPACHYIO JIYHY, TIOABEIIEHHYI0 Ha HOYHOM Hebe.

- [Moxanyiicta, He MIaYb.

910 OBITIO BOCIIOMUHAHYE C €€ TIePBOM XKU3HHU. HexkHOe BOCIIOMUHAHUE eIlé C TeX BPeMEH, KOra OHa
HUYEero He 3Hasa.

- IlotoMy 4TO... 1 B IOPATKE.

CmoBa, KOTOPEIE TaK 1 He OBIIM CKa3aHBI, CJI0BA, KOTOPBIE OHA TaK XOTeJjla CKa3aTh, BOIIH B
Bepmyporna.



Ona ToYHO He Ovlna B mopsgke. Takoro pofa HelIemnocTh, HEJIOTUYHOCTh He OblJla HOPMaJIbHOM.
Bepmynon ykpenun cBa3b ¢ CemereM 2Kusuu Muuku. Korga oH 9T0 cenas, OH CMOT PasrisafeTh
CIlellMaIbHBEIA HaBBIK, KOTOPHIM, OyATO OBl KaKOe-TO MPOKJIaTHe, 06BuBas e€ CeMs 2Kus3Hu...
«Bo3poxnenne XKepTBel». BepMymomn cxBaTua 3Ty MITYKY, 4YTO 00BUBanach, Kak 1elb, BOKpyr CeMeHuU
Kuzun.

- Ucuye3nn...!

[To MakcuMyMy cOOpaB OCTABINYIOCS MarudecKyo CUiIy, Bepmymorn Bmernancs B «Bo3poxageHue
2KeptBer». OH COpBaJ IIENH, OCJIe YeT0 OHU HAadaJld PACCHIITAThCS.

Brnarogaps ero BmelnatenbCcTBy «IlepepoxneHue 2KepTBrl», KOTOPOe OBIIO «3alledaTaHO» KEM-TO U
ocrnabeHo, ObUIO TOTHOCTHI0 YHUYTOXKEHO. BMecTe ¢ HUMU ObUIM yOasieHHl U CliellabHble HaBBIKY,
KOTOpHIe OBIIM IoNTy4eHH BMecTe ¢ «IlepepoxnenueM XKepTeol»: Hacnenosanue ITamaTtu u
Hacneposanne Bocnomuuauuii. Ho 3T0 He OblsI0 TPo0ieMoH, Beb Telleph B HUX He OBITI0 HYKIHL.

Y6enuBIIuch, 4TO CO BCeM cIipaBuiics, Bepmymomn o6opBai cBs3b ¢ CemeneM 2Kusuu U4uku, u cpasy
e II0CJIe 3TOT0 Ha Hero Hallajla CUJIbHas yCTalloCTh, U3-3a KOTOPOU OH PYXHYJI Ha KpoBaTh. [lepen
TeM, KaK II0TePSATh CO3HAHME, OH YBUAET Ybl0-TO PUTYpPy, KOTOpas ero nogHsaa. OgHako OH
BBHIKJIIOUMJICS IIpeXkKe, YeM MOHATh, KOMy OHa IIpHAHafjexXxara.



YnoxeHHBIH B TEMNHIN QPyTOH, BepMymoi OTKpPELI ri1a3a. BCE elé momHoCThIo He PUas B cebs, OH
TIOTIBITAJICST BOCCTAHOBUTH CBOM BOCITOMUHAHUS. OH IOMHUI, KakK cBsizancs ¢ CemeneM 2Kusuu Mumku
¥ YCIIEIIHO CTEP HaBHIK «Bo3poxkpmenue 2KepTBbl». Ho HUYETro0, YTO IPOU3OLITIO IIOCIIE 3TOTO, OH
BCIIOMHUTbH HE MOT.

- IToGpoe yTpo.

VIMEeHHO B 3TOT MOMEHT [0 HEro NOHECCS 3HAKOMBIU rojioc. [IoCMOTPEB B Ty CTOPOHY, OTKYZa OH IIET,
OH YBU[IEJT CUMEBIIYI0 Ha KPECJIe ¥ CMOTPEBIIYIO Ha HeTr0 M4uKy.

- Kax BEI ce0s1 uyBCTByeTe?

- ...HH, aa. Bcé mo0€ Teno... HoeT.

- Huuero He nopenaerns. Benp Bel, ['ocriogua BepMynos, ncyepriaay BCIO CBOX MarudyecKyr CUITy
BILJIOTH [0 [TOCJIeHEeN Kalllu.

[Tpsimo cediyac Bepmymon ObIT B TAKOM COCTOSTHUM, YTO HaxKe HEMHOT'O MOIIeBeIUThCS OBITI0 O0JTBHO.
KoHeuHO, ero Maru4eckasi Cujla eCTeCTBEHHBIM 00pa30M BOCCTAHOBUTCS, HO [IJII 3TOTO IOHAMOOUTCS,
IPUMEPHO, NeHb, ¥ B TEUEHHE 3TOT0 BPEeMEeHM OH He CMOXKET JBUTAThCS. DTO OLIJIO BIIOJIHE OUYEBHU[IHO,
BeJIb OH U3PaCXOMl0Ball Jaxke Maru4ecKyio CUIly, KOTOPYIO ero Tejio XpaHuio 6ecco3HaTeNlbHO.

- JIagHO $1, HO THI, Muuka. C To6O0M BCE B mopsiKe?

- [a, Hukakux mpobaem. U Bcé 6maromaps BaM, I'ociopus Bepmymor.



- IlonsTHO.

HuuKa ycTaBunach Ha 00nerdyéuueiil Bug Bepmynomna. OHa, Kak 4 BCcerya 0CTaBasiCh
0e33MOIMOHAIBHOM, IepKaia B pyKax PUHTUI U HOX.

Bcé emé paccesuHbl Bepmynon Ha6rofan 3a TeM, Kak Koxka PUHTMIa U3aBaa XpycCT, TI0Ka e€
yucTUU. Bckope, PUHTHII, KOTOPRIMA OBITT pa3pe3aH Ha KyCKH, YIOOHOTO [yis yIoTpebieHus pa3Mepa,
OB aKKypPaTHO IIOMEINEH Ha TapejKy, HaXOOUBIIMICS Ha KOJIEHAX MunKu.

- Ckaxu, Uuuka.

-Yto?

- Hudgero 4To THI HE OTHABIXAEIh?

- 4 oTOpIXaro, 3HaeTe JIu.

CKka3zaB 9T0, OHa II0JI0OXKUIa TapeJIKy Ha CTOII, HAXOOUBIITNKCS psAOOM C KPOBATHIO.

- 4 ocTaBuUiIa CBOIO CETONHSNIHIOW Pab0Ty OPYTHM.

- flcHo. U BCé XKe, 9TO TOYHO HOPMAJIbHO?

- O 4uéM BHI?

- 41 0 TOM, 4TO THI ceiyac 060 MHe 3a00THUIILCA... YBEPEH, Th TOXKe CUJIBHO yCTasla.



Ycnwimas 3ty cnoBa, Muvka cierka HaOyJiacChb.

- $1 He HACTONIBLKO HeOIaromapHa.

- YTO TH MMeels B BUAY?

- 41 peumnna, 4TO cerogHs Oymy BeCh IeHb yXakKUBaTh 3a BaMu. Tak 4To 6e3 BO3pakKeHUM IPUMHUTE
3To0.

Xor4 BepMynon CO6I/IpaJ'IC$I YTO-TO CKa3aTh, HO B KOHII€ KOHIIOB IIPOCTO COaJICA X B3OOXHYII.

- ...Ilousan. Uuuka, memay, 4TO XOUEIllb.

- Ila, KOHEYHO.

OTBeTHB Tak, Muyuka cesla Ha Kpal KpoBaTU ¥ IIOCMOTpeEIa B JIULO JeXaBiiero Bepmymona.
B03MO0XKHO, UCIIONIb30BaB BCEe HAKOIJIEHHEIE CUJIEL B 9TOM Pa3roBOpe, OH CHOBa YCHYII. [ Ha ero
JIUIIO ¥ B3[IOXHYB, MunKa crerka yneiOHynack. OHa nmomymana: «YBepeHa, OH laXe He 3aMeTHJ, 4To 5
Ha3BaJla ero 1o uMeHu - ['ocnogun Bepmymorn... a He Koponém [JeMOHOB».

Ho aTo He umeno 3HaueHusi. Cerivac Muyrka pamoBaiack TOMY, YTO, HAKOHeIl, ©u30aBuIach OT CBOETO
ITUKJIa TIepepoxXaeHui. TeM He MeHee IPOJIUTCS I 3Ta e€ PajoCTh [0 3aBTpa WM HET, He 3Haja
IaXke OHa caMa. Berib y HEE BCE elllé 0CcTaBajloCh HEPELIEHHOe fielio. E€ XKellaHue MeCTH HUKy[a He
IIPOIIAJI0, TaK YTO ei TOJIBKO IPECTOSIIO OTIIATUTh Borute, KOTopas Tak 0€3:KaT0CTHO UTPasiach C
eé cynon0oii.

OpmHako, 4TO KacajaocCh BOIIpoca BepMymorna 0 ToM, 4eM OHa 3aiMETCS IOCJIe TOro, Kak €€ MeCTh
CBEPIIUTCS, OHA [0 CHX ITOP He MOAroToBuIIa oTBeTa. OHA AyMasa, YTO CMOXKET 3aHSAThCS YeM
YTOMHO, KOTa OTOMCTUT. BOT moyemy He 0 4éM, KpoMe OTMIIeHUs, He AyMara.



- ...Ho mopoGHbI OTBET Bac HE YCTPOUT, fa?

O3amayeHHO yNBIOHYBIIKUCH, TS Ha cIsilee nuilo Bepmymona, Muuka B3goxHysa. X0Th OHA U
CKa3saJjla, 4YTO IMOATOTOBUT OTBET K CIEeAYI0IleMy pa3y, I0Ka OHa He MOTJla HU4ero IpuayMarth,
CKOJIbKO OBI HE JyMaia.

YeMm ke OHa xoTesia 3aHUMaThCA? KeM xoTena crath? PazymeeTcs, Masio KTO cTal Obl pacCKa3blBaTh
OPYTUM O CBO€U MeuTe, HO KTO-TO BCE PaBHO T'OBOPHUJI, YTO XOUET CTaTh PHIIlapeM, a KTO-To - Marom,
KOTOPOTO Npr3HaBanu Okl nosctony. Ho uTo ke HacuéT Uuuku... yero xotena oHa? OTBeT- HU4ero. ¥
Heé He OBIJI0O HUKAKUX HafleXn Ha Oynylnee, ¥ I09TOMY OHa MedTajla TOJIbKO O MECTH.

Ho ueM oHa 3alIMETCs, KOTrHa OHa IMOKOHYUT CO CBOEM MeCThI0? MunKa HUKaK He MOTJla OTBETHTD Ha
3TOT Bompoc. E#f Ka3zamock, 94TO OHa OBIJIa TAKOM BCerma, maxe B XKU3HSIX, KOTOPHIE IIPOXKKUBAJIa [0
aroro. Torga oHa ¥ BIIPaBAY KUJIa JIUIIL C OMHOM IIeJIbI0 - n30ekaTh cMepTH. HMcxons us aToro,
Wuuka noHsna: «Tak M0sT KU3Hb Bcerga Oblla TaKO# MyCTOM...»

- ...uuka?

3aMeTuB Irojoc, OKIUKHYBIIUY e€, Munka npuiina B ce0s1. OCMOTPEBIINCh, OHa 00HAPYKHUIIA, YTO
BepMynos OTKpELI r1a3a.

- Ia, 4TO-TO CIIy4HUJIOCH?

- Tel TaYenn?

-A?



YcnrimaB 3ty ciioBa, Muuka ynusunack. [Tomymas: «He MoxkeT ObITh», OHA MTabllaMU OOTPOHYIIACH [0
YTOJIKOB I'/Ia3, HO, KaK 0Ka3aj0Ch, OHa He IIPOPOHUIIa He eJUHOY CIIe3UHKH.

- Y-y MeHs OblJIO TaKOe JHUI0?

- Her... THI 6€33MOIMOHATbHA, KAaK BCETA.

- ...BoT kaxk.

o6aBuB mocne aToro «OgHaKo», BepMymon IPOaOJIKIII:

- He 3Hat0, MoxkeT 9T0 3¢ dheKT TOro, YTO 5 OB IOIT0e BpeMs ¢ TOOOM CBsI3aH, HO ceryac s MOHUMAI0
Tebs TaK XOPOIIO, KaK HUKorga, Muuka... XoTs MOXKeT OBITh Y MeHsI IIPOCTO BOOOpaxKeHue
pas3bIrpanochk.

- ...Huuero y Bac He pa3bIrpanocs.

Kak u mopTBepauna Muuka, mockoiabKy BepMymon, 6yoTo 3aHOBO IMPOXKUI KU3HU MUnKHU, ceriyac oH
CTaJl TIOHUMaTh e€ JIydille, YeM HUKOTHa Npexkae.

- Hu?

- I'ocrioguue BepMmy[nos, BE HeCIIpaBedIUBEL.

Huuka HEXKHO NPUTPOHYJIACSH K LIeKe BepMmypnona.



- XOThb BHI ¥ OBIIM TaKUM HEHAMEKHBEIM BO BpeMs Halllei BCTPEeYH... IPSIMO ceidac, BH 0YEHb
M3MEHUINCE.

- ...Huuero momoGHOTO. Ilo TBOETO COBEPIIEHCTBa MHE O4Y€Hb JaJIeKO.

Ycneimas 3Tu c1oBa, MumKa mokadasia roja0BOM.

- Kako#l TOIK OT 3TOT0O COBEPIIEHCTBA. Y MEHS Jaxke HeT MeUTHl, KOTopas JOJIXKHA OBITh Y KaXKI0ro0.
YBepeHa, Korfa s COBEpPIy CBOIO MECTh... KaK TOJTbKO BCE 3aKOHUMTCS...i3-3a TOT'0, YTO s CHeana
3TO CBOEM TJIaBHOM I1e/Ibl0, 51 CTaHy 0oJiee XPYNKOM, 4eM KTO-ub0 Apyroi... 4 Tak 60i0Ch 9TOT0, YTO
HE MOTY MPUHSTh.

- B TakoM cnyuae, TeGe IPOCTO CTOUT HAUTU ceOe HOBYIO MEYTY.

- ...A BO3MOXKHO JIX 3TO IJIsI MEH?

Xoten 6b1 BepMynmon cka3aTh: «[la, KoHeYHO». TeM He MeHee, IT0X0XkKe, 4TO YeT0BeK, CTaBIIAN
OCHOBOW [IJIST HETO, TaK U He CMOT 3TOro caenaTh. OH IMPOXKUI CBOIO XKU3Hb O€CIENTbHO, U3-3a Yero ero
JKM3Hb OblJTa paciieHeHa [leMoHOM Borom Kak HUKYE€MHasi. BepMymon Mor TOJTBKO JOTafbIBAThCS,
II04YeMy BCE TaK 00ePHYJIOCh... HO IIPexk[e BCero 00HapPyKUTh TAaKyl0 Belllb, KaK «XKHU3HEeHHAs IeJb»,
M3Ha4aJIbHO OBIJIO TPYAHO.

BepMynon BCnoMHUT, Kak, KOTfia OH IIPOHUK Ha TEPPUTOPHUIO YEJIOBEYECTBA B KaUueCTBe
ABanTiopucra IllnoHa, OH coriacuiics MPOKOHCYNIbTHPOBaTh KanHa Ha Oynyiee. Haién v oH B
UTOTe CBOM COOCTBEHHBIN MyTh? MICXOMs U3 TOT'O, YTO OH CJIBIIIAJ B OTYETAaX POKyHH u AliH, KauH,
II0X03Ke, OBII IIOCTOSTHHO YeM-TO 3aHSAT.

Torga Bepmynon ckasan KauHy, 4To €C/ii OH CMOXKET YBUIETb «CaMoe XKeJIJaHHOe», TO, CKOpee BCETo,
BBIOPAHHBIN UM IyTh OB BepeH. Ho mist MUuKK «CcaMBIM KeJTaHHBIM» HOOJIKHA Oblla OBITh MECTh.



BepMynony Ka3aJIOCh, YTO, ITOCKOJIBKY OHd IIOCTAaBHJIa TAKYIO BEIIlb CBO€H LIeJIbI0, OHA, BEPOSTHO,
3a6nyunnac5 " HE 3HAeT, YTO HaXOOUTCS «3a HUM».

- Ckaxu, Uunka.

- Ia.

- Muuka, Kako# Oblla... TBOS mepBasi MeuyTta? OHA He OOOUaET?

Meurta, KOTOpas npuHaaexkana Pue. Torma oHa emlé HU4Yero He 3Hana. Ho 6b110 OB M BIpaBAy
3[I0POBO HCIIOIHUTE 3Ty MeuTy. Pusi 6vina Muukoi, a Muuka - Pueii, B KOHIIE KOHIIOB.

Opmnako Muyuka Monuasna. Bepmynon mogyman: «Heyxkenu oHa He XxoueT 06 9TOM pacCKa3bIBaTk...?
Barnsg Wuuku 3abmyKOan... HO BCKOPe OHA BHOBb IIOCMOTpeJa Ha Bepmynona.

- ...BrI He OymeTe cMesThCS?

- A Hag yeM TaM CMeSITbCS?

CHOBa OTBe[S B3TJISAM IIOCTIe OTBETa Bepmynona, HNuuka CITYCTUJIAaCh C KPOBATH U HAKJIOHUJIACE Ha
YPOBEHD BEICOTHI B3rJIsAAd JIE2KABIIET O BepMyuona.



- TToxamny#icra, He roBopuTe 006 9TOM HUKOMY, JTagHO?

- Camo cobo¥i pa3ymeeTcs.

I[Tocne Toro, Kak Bepmymon KuBHYI, MurKa IPUIIOKKTIA PYKH K YXy BepMyZnona u THXUM TOJI0COM
IpOLIenTaa:

- B T0o BpeM4 ... X0Tena CTaTh IPEKpacHO HEBECTOU.

- 0o0... BOT KaK.

KoneuHno, Bepmynos He MOT He OyMaTh, YTO TaKas Iejib Obllla COMHUTENLHOM IS TeKyllel Muuku.
OpHako, KOTra OH YBUMAE, UTO y €€ NT1ila HeOOLIYHEIM [IJIST HEro sSIpKO-KpPaCHBIY LIBET, B BepMmymone
HayvaJlo PacTH XKeJlaHue MOAPa3HUTh €€.

- Ckaxu, Muynka. B TakoM cnydae, He XO4elllb CTaTb MOE! HEBE...

B TOT MOMEHT, KOr'{la OH IIOIEITA/lICSA CKa3aTh 310, Munka IIPHUKPLEIIIAd €My POT pYKOﬁ

- He cTourt, 'ocnogun Bepmygmort.

WynKa npopoKana TOBOPUTD, IIOKA €€ JIUIIO BCE elle ObIJI0 OKpaIlleHO B KPAaCHBIN I[BET, HO B 3TOT
pa3 OHO BHITJISEIIO YYTh 03afaYeHHBIM.



- ...Ecnu BH cKaxeTe MHE 3TO, g Cepbé3HO Ha4HY K 3TOMY CTPEMUTLCA, IIOHUMAETE JIN.

Bcé eme npukpeiBas poT Bepmynona npaBou pykou, Munka mpuioxuia yKasaTelbHBIN Tajiel] 1eBo1
PYKH K CBOEMY DPTY.

- BoT moyemy BaM He CTOUT TakK TOBOPUTD, XOPOIIIO?

BepMynosn He MOT cKa3aTh, OBLIM JIU CJI0Ba MUMKY CKa3aHH B IUIyTKY WX HET, HO OH KUBHYJI. YBUIEB
aro, Muuka yOpasna pyKy oT ero pTa. [locyie 3Toro oHa B3sijia CO CTOJIA TapeNIKy C pa3pe3aHHbIM Ha
KyCKu PuHrumnom:

- [Toxoxe, BaM cTajo JIy4dIIe... He XOTHUTe II0eCTh? - CKa3aja OHa U HpI/Iy.TIBI6HYJIaCB.
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