— BHI X0THTE CKa3aTh, YTO caMoy GOJbIION TPoOIeMOl, KOTOPYIO Bbl 00HAPYKUIIM [TOCIIE HECKOIBKUX
nHei o0cenoBaHUs MecTa, OblIa... KpaXka 3JIeKTpUYecTBa?

Huk ®niopu cripocun Koscona, korga ToT cTosin B oduce II.M.T., mepxka B pyKax OTYET.

Koncon TakXke 3Haj, 4TO OTYET NEMCTBUTEJIbHO OYEHb ITI0X0XK Ha CHAeJlaHHBIY BIOMBIXaX PaHO YTPOM C
ITOXMebeM. ByThIIKa BUCKM OTHENSIET BhIIIE CKa3aHHOE OT 6€CCMBICTTUIIH.

Huk ®plopu B35 OTYET U IIy60KO B3HOoXHYJ. OH OTKPBII POT, HO OH BCE Ke CHeJIall ay3y Ha JOJI0
CEKYH[IBI, IBHO ITOTEPSIB Iap PeYH.

OH cka3ai:

— Boob1e-To s HUKOrma He OB B BOCTOpre OT IKaskl oifeHKH areHToB II[.W.T.. KosncoH, s mymaro,
YTO THl — CaMbIil CUIbHBIM apryMEeHT IIPOTUB Hee, He TaK JIu?

— ... — Koricon HenoBKO OTeP PyKU U cKa3a, — Boobiiie-To, Mbl HU TO YTOOL HUYETO He 3aMETHUIIH,
MBI HaIIlIX BO3MOXKHBIM TYHHEJb MO €T0 KINHUKOM. ..

— 4l melCTBUTENBHO JOJIKEH MOMPOCUTh MefcecTpy [[KeHHU IIPOBEPUTh BaC Ha BOXKIEHNUE B
HeTpe3BoM Bupe. KoJcos, Bb 370ech «Habmofany, Kak Cy0ObeKT 4acTo MOSIBIIAJICS BHE3AIIHO B APYTOM
MeCTe MPUMEPHO B CTa MeTpaxX OT KJIMHUKW», U Ballle 3aKjIi0ueHue 00 3TOM — ...II0f KITMHUKOH
MOXKeT ObITh TYHHeNb? — cKa3an Huk ®Oviopu.

— Boo01e-To, HaCKOIBKO 51 3Hal0, OH MOXKEeT 001alaTh CIIOCOOHOCTHIO K TeJIeTIOPTal[u, — IIPOU3HEC
KorcoHn, cxxumas pyKy 4 Xmypsick, — Ho, cormacHo ciy4asiM, C KOTOPEIMU MBI CTaJIKMBAJIKMCh, BCeTia
€CTh MOMEHT II0CAIKU 151 IEPEXOMHOT0 Iepuofa. Mbl YCTaHOBUIN COTHM MUHUATIOPHBIX KaMep I10
BCEMY paiioHy, HO HU OffHa U3 HUX He 3a¢UKCHpOBaja HU4ero HeoOEIYHOTO.

Huxk ®rpropu cKa3aim:

— Torpa maBaii, o0OaBb ellle HeCKOJILKO COTEH, OH BayKeH [JIA HaC B MaHHLIM MoMeHT. OH U3 Tex
IIPOTUBHUKOB, C KOTOPEIMU TPYMHEE BCETO CIIPABUThLCS, He OyObTe OECIIeYHHL. ..

B aTOT MOMEHT, B CBOel KpoBaTH B IpodeccopcKoi KBapTupe B ['oTaMckoMm yHuBepcurete, [lunnep
TOJIBKO YTO ITPOCHYJICS, YTOOE 00HAPYKUTH Ce0S1 C MYIUCTHIM ITpeaMeToM B pyKax. OH MOCMOTpPeN
BHU3, U TaM Ob [Tukauy!

— O, 4dto c To60i? KoTopsiii yac? — IIukauy OB HACTOIHKO COHHBEIM, YTO flaXke HE MOT OTKPHITh
rnasa. lIunnep noTtep riasa.

[Tukady ornsigescs BOKPYT COHHBIMU IJla3aMU, UCIYTaICsl, MTHOBEHHO IIPOCHYJICS U CKa3al:
— I'me 3T0?! 3auem THI IpuBeN MeHs ciofa? Thl [elCTBUTEBHO TOPTYEIIhb TIOAbMU?
[Tunnep ckasai, OTKUOLIBAS OHESIO:

— ITouemy OvI TeOe He HAYaTh C TOTO, YTOOLI OOBICHUTH MHE, TI0YEMY ThI B MOEH IOCTeNu?

— VTe0st xBaTaeT HATJIOCTH CIIpAIIMBaTh MeHs??? — [TuKauy 3aKpudas, ToBopsi, — B 3gaHuu Tpu
3Taxa, a TOJIbKO y TeOsT B KOMHATe BKJII0OUeHO oTorieHue! Ecu Obl 51 He yMell BCKPBIBATh 3aMKH, S
OBl y2Ke 3aMep3 10 cMepTH!

— O, ma? — Ilunnep, He UCIBEITEHIBas YyBCTBa BUHBI, CKa3all, — 3aMOpaXuBaTh KPLIC — HE camasi



IJIOXa umesl.
— Tak noyeMy THI 3mech? ['me 3T0?

— Kax TH BUuIb, S IyTelleCTBOBAI BO BDEMEHHU U IPOCTPAHCTBE, II03TOMY S OYHYJICS 3[€Ch. —
ckazan [llunnep, — ITo 04eHb OIlacHOe MecTo. Ecu THl 3a011yaumibest, To Oymelb TYIIeHKON MeHbIIle
yeM yepe3 TPU MUHYTHL

— Yepr. — IMukauy npe3puTenbHO QBIPKHYI U CKa3ajl, — Thl MOXKeIllb Ty TeIIeCTBOBaThL BO BpEMEHU?
Torga s ymero niaBarTs.

[MMunnep He nran. He umeno 3Havenus, uto [Iukady 3To 3Ha/, B KOHIe KOHIIOB, 3TO Obl/la Kphica. B
rJ1a3ax 3TUX CYIeprepoeB ero CjoBa 3By4asu Obl elle MeHee YOeIUTENIbHO, YeM TIEPEX0]] MEXKTY
mupamu. Ecnu 6b1 OHa MOJBIXHYTa tepen batMeHoM, BaTMeH npukoHYuUs OBl €€ C IEPBOTO pasa.
BaTMmeH He yOuBaIl IO, HO 3TO He OTHOCTCS K KphICaM.

Marso KTo 13 repoeB 3eMJI1 UCIIBITHIBAT IOBEpUe, KOTIa ejlo KacaloCh HeUeI0BeUYeCKHUX CYIIeCTB.
Xots [IrKady rOBOPHII KaK YeJI0BeK CO CTPAHHBIM KaHAICKUM aKIIEHTOM, XKeJITOM KphIce, KOTopast

SIBHO BRITJISIZIeNIa KaK KaKoe-TO TeHeTUYeCKHU MOAU(UIIMPOBAaHHOE CYIIECTBO, SBHO ObIJIO OBl TPYIHO
IOBEPSTH TI060MY HOpMabHOMY 4enoBeky. [Toatomy Illunnep He 6€CIIOKOUIICS.

[Toxa ITunnep 3amnpasisi nocTenb, [IMKady Iperan BBepX-BHU3 U 00HIOXMBAJI KOMHATY, MOPIIa CBOM
MaJIeHbKHMH HOCHK OT oTBpalneHnus. OH 60pMoTaI:

— IToxoxe, y Tebd eCTh KOe-KaKre HaBbIKH, 3TO IEHCTBUTEILHO OOJIbIE He CTaphbl MUD.

He To uT0OHI OH X0Ten 6paTh [Tukauy ¢ cob6ol Ha 3aHATHUSA, HO €CJIM OH 3TOT0 He chenaet, [Iukauy
00513aTeIbHO BEICKOJTB3HET U OYIET TYIIKaHYNKOM.

[Tukayuy, B IIOMBITKAX BLITAIIUTH TOJIOBY U3 CYMKH, ObI 00paTHO BTONKHYT [lIunnepom. ITocne obema
[MIunmep mocTaBuI CBOIO CYMKY Ha CTOJI B KOMHATe [ KOHCYy/bTanuii. OH IpuXKaj rojoBy [Iukady u
cKasa:

— Tlocny1a#i, MHE BCe PaBHO Ha TO, YTO APYTHe JIONU BUOST CTPAHHOE JKeJToe CYIIeCTBO B MOeH
cymke. Ho s mymario, THI TOHKMAEIIh, YTO OyIeT eciiu Te0s YBUOST CyIeprepon. BmeraTenbCcTBO —
XU3HEHHOEe KPemo Kaxkmoro u3 HuxX. HUKTO He 0TKAXeTCS OT U3YUeHHUs YyKOU KeJITOH KPHICH,
0COOEHHO...

Korpa IIunnep roBopu1 gBEPh B KOHCYIbTAIMOHHYI0 KOMHATY BHE3AMTHO OTKPHUIach. BPioc BOIIEN CO
CJI0BaMHu:

— IIpodeccop, 1...
Boiizsi, oH yBUAEN CBOeTo mpodeccopa, AaBsIIero Pykon Ha IojIoBy CTPaHHOTO JKeJITOTO CYIIecTBa.

[Mukavy OBILTT OIIEIOMIIEH ¥ MTHOBEHHO MPHITHYI B 00bsTus [lunnepa. [llunmep nomxan ryou u
nocmoTpen Ha [Tukauy, a 3ateM Ha Bpioca. O o6usn [TuKavyy u cKa3at:

— BrI moBepuTE MHE, €CNH 5 CKaXYy, YTO 9TO HOBas IIOPOIa KPOTOB-aIbOMHOCOB...
— Hu B xu3au. YTo BB coOMpaeTech elllé BEAyMaTh? — CKa3asl bpioc, CKpecTuB PyKu Ha TPYQH.

[Tukauy 1mokasan eMy CBou 3y0bl, HO OblT HakKpHT [Iunmepom. [lunmep ckasan:



— B yeMm nipobGiema? Muctep Vaun?
bproc mopotiesn u cKkasar:

— Boo0r1e-To, IPOCTUTE... BOT B UeM MEJI0, S XOTeJl OBl IPUTTIAaCUTh BAC B IIOMECThE Y9IHOB B
Ka4eCTBe I'OCTS...

IToceTuTs MOMECTbS YouHa?
YT0 3TO 3a IpUTIallleHUe K KalUuTyIaIuu?

Bpioc, oueBumHO, OBIT HEMHOTO B3BOJTHOBaH, oToMy uTo IlIunep 3Hamn, KTO OH Ha camoM gefe. OH
He MOT IIOHSITh, KeM eMy ObITh — Bpiocom unu batmenoM. Teneps, Korga BaTMeH He OB TaKUM
B3BHHUYEHHHIM, KakKuM OH OyzeT B OyaymieM. OH, KOTOPBIH Jaxe MPOTAHYT PYKYy ['0poHy, YTOOH
paboTaTh ¢ HUM, OB B OUEHb PACTEPSIHHOM COCTOSHUU.

[[Tunmep MOr 4yBCTBOBATh 9TO HEMHOTO Uepe3 Tenenatuio. OH MOCTyYas 110 CTOJTY U MPEJIOKHUI:
— §1 mory cka3athk, bproc, BEI ceiigac pa3peIBaeTeCh, TaK UYTO CAUTECE.

— Boo6mie-To ThH xopoiro nmopaboTan, Bpioc He BaTMeH, oH MPOoCcTO He0OPa30BaHHBIN IIEHO0H,
mo6uMoe 3aHITHE KOTOPOTO XOAUTD I10 KiTy6aM, ITUTh U OBITh OKPY2KEHHBIM KPaCUBLIMU KEHIIHHAMHU.
C opyrou cTopoH:l, baTMeH — 1moIHAs NPOTHUBOIIOI0KHOCTb...

Bpioc cen u mpuKai najbllbl K yrofky 6posu. OH IPOU3HEC:
— 4 He BUXKY CMBICIIa fieflaTh 3TO. f He oyMalo, YTO CMOT'Y CKPBITh 3TO OT KOTO0-1100.

Bpioc Toxke He Obi rnyn. OH OBITT eIUHCTBEHHBIM BO BceM ['0Tame, KTo Obin Tak 6orat. OH ObLI
eOUHCTBEHHBIM, Y KOT'0 ObUTH (pMHAHCOBHIE PECYPCHI, YTOOH CIeNiaTh BCe 9TO CHapskeHue baTMeHa.
OH He gyMar, 4To MPECTYIMHUKH HACTOJIBKO TIYIIEl, YTOOH He 3HaTh, YTO OH bpioc YaiiH.

Breruncnuth Bproca HecnoxHO. Tem 6ojiee 9TO €ro He pPa3 BUIEH ITOCPeay HOYH C OOJTBIIUM
KOJINYECTBOM KEHIIUH.

Ha camowm perne, [llunnep mpenmnonaraet, YTo MHOTHE W3 CaMBIX YMHBIX 3JI00€€B KOMUKCOB He
HACTOJIBKO TTOJTHOCTHIO B HeBeleHuu. CleraTh BLIBOM HE TaK YK ¥ CII0KHO, HO OHM BCE PAaBHO BEyT
cebs Tak:

«KTo, 4epT Bo3bMHU, Takoi baTmeH? d He MOTy yragath», — HOJKHA ObITh IPUYMHA.

— ITa, aTo He coBceM cekpeT. Ho ecnu BBl X0TUTe, UTOOBI 3TO OBITIO CEKPETOM, TO 3TO Ballle OpyXKue,
ecnu notpedyeTcs.

— BrI moKa3kIBaeTe, UTO CYMTAETE ONpefie/IeHHbIM CEKPEeT BaXKHBIM, TOTla ¥ ApyTrue OyAyT CYUTaTh
€Tr0 BasKHBIM [JIST Bac. BBl OTYASTHHO MHITA@TECh CKPBITH €T0, HO €CJIM BBl PACKPOETE eT0 B PeIIaoui
MOMEHT, 3TO, eCTEeCTBEHHO, MOKAXKeT Ballly HCKPEeHHOCTh. XOTS Ha CaMOM fefie 9TO He TaK VXK U
BaXKHO.

[Iunmep roBopui o 6ojee MO3MHUX MaHUMYIAIUSAX Bproca ¢ JIuro# CrupaBennmuBoCTH. YTOOH
3aBoeBaTh foBepue Jluru CupaBenninBOCTH, baTMEH CHSIJI CBOIO MacCKy — PacKphLI CEKPET, KOTOPHIX
Ha caMOM [ieJie 3HalIu Bce. batmen — 3710 bproc YauH.

OmHaKo Bce MO-TIPeKHEMY YKPEIUISIIOT CBOe ioBepue K Batmeny, motomy uyto BaTMeH Bcerma



ITOKA3kBIBAJI, YTO OH CEPEE3HO OTHOCHUTCA K 3TOMY CEKPETY U I'OTOB PACKPHITE €TI0 Pagu CBOUX
TOBapHHlefI. Be3YCJ'IOBHO, OH CyMeJl 3aBO€BaTh JOBEPHUE. Ilaxe ecnu CeKpPeT MO2KHO JIETKO PACKPHITH,
€CJIM HEMHOTI'O ITIOOYMaTh, HO 3TO HEBAXKHO, Ba2KHO OTHOIIIeHuE!

BpIOC IIOTIaguII HOJI60pOJIOK " C IOMOPOM CKa3all:

— Wnu, nanpuMep, eciu O6bI KAKOU-TO MIPECTYIHUK MTOMBITANICS YIPOXKaTh MHE 9TUM, S MOT OBl
YCTPOUTH €My JIOBYIIKY...

— Xopoio, muctep YauH. — llumnnep B3TNSAHY Ha YacCkl, 3aTe€M CKa3all, — BpeMs O KOHCYIbTalluu
10 CePAEYHbIM [eflaM BHIIILIO. f BHUMATEJIbHO PaCCMOTPIO Ballle MIPUrlalleHne, KOorga moiay4dy ero.

Bproc He coBceM norHuMarl, noyemy llunep ynenser aToMy BOIIPOCY IIPUCTaJIbHOE BHUMaHue. B
AmMepuKe yCTHOe NIpUTIallleHre 03Ha4asio, 9YTO 9TO YaCTHHIM BU3UT, He (pOpMaIbHEIN, BO3MOXKHO,
IIPOCTO COBMECTHBIN YKUH.

Opnaxko 1yt llunnep ynoMsiHyI O IpuUrialieHuy. bpioc mogyman, 4To, BO3MOXKHO, [llunnep cyuTaer,
YTO TaKKe MPUTJIAIeHusI HEJOCTaTOYHO (POpMasbHH M, II0X0XKe, He BOCIPUHUMAIOTCS JOCTaTOYHO
cepre3HO. [103TOMy OH MOKKHYJI COBeIllaTe/IbHYI0 KOMHATY, ¥ OTIIPaBUJI ABOpelKoro Ansgppena
TOTOBUTD IIPUTTIAIIEHNE U OaHKET.

Ox He 3Han, yto gni [Iunnepa npurnamenue batmeHna K cebe oMo OBIJIO BCe PABHO, YTO CKA3aTh
eMy:

— He xouemb 11 TH IPUUTU U OPOCUTHCS Ha HETO?
Emy moTpe60oBanoch MHOTO IICUX0JIOTHYECKON TTOATOTOBKH.

Xors llunnep 3Ham, 4TO HeIHEITHUY BpIioc manek ot mo3gHero batmeHa, 4To ABe €ro THYHOCTHU Jaxe
He [10 KOHIIa Pa3/JIuYaloTcs, ¥ 4TOo eciau Obl OH OBl B3TMEHOM 13 KOMHUKCOB, Bpioc mpocTo mpuiien Ob
¢ OYTBITIKOY BUHA U CKa3aJl, 4YTo coO6KMpaeTcs M0O3HAKOMUTE €ro C HECKOJIbKUMHU KpaCHUBBIMU
JKEHIIMHAMM Ha BeYepHHKE.

BMecTo 9TOTO OH BefeT ce0st Cephe3HO ¥ MIMKAPHO.

Opnaxko IIunnep HaCTOIBKO CTEPEOTUIIHO OTHOCUJICA K B3TMEHY, UTO JaXKe 3all0f03pHUII, YTO 3TO
Oblla HaMepeHHas IOoACTaBa Co CTOPOHEL baTMeHa, uToOH monyuuTth ero [JTHK. BaTMeH onpeneneHHO
MOT 3TO CHelIaTh.

Kpome Toro, xoTst Bpioc u He cKa3ani 9TOro, ObI10 sICHO, 4TO I[TMKavy, XKenaTas KPhICa, MTPUBJIEKIIa €T
BHUMAaHUe.

HIumnmnep B3an [Iukavy 3a XBOCT, IIOAHSA €70 U CKa3asl:

— ThI pasrnsagen yemoBeKa, KOTOPEIHM TOJIBKO YTO IPHUIEN? JTO IJIaBHLIM 4elloBeK I'oTama, Tebe
JIydllle He 3IUTh €ro, €CJIM BB XOTUTE €CTh ¥ IIUTh XOPOIIYIO €Ny B OyAyIIEM.

[Tukauy, pa3MaxuBasi CBOMMHU KOPOTKUMU PyKaMH{ B BO3AyXe U OTYasTHHO OOPSCh, TPOU3HEC:
— OnycTtu MeHs! 9TOT mapeHb OYeHb CTPAIIHEIH!
Iunnep B3sn [Iukady 3a XBOCT ¥ IIOAHEC €TI0 K CBOEMY JIMITY CO CIIOBaMU:

— OTKyga Thl 3TO 3HaEeIlb?



— HWHTyunus netektusa! — 3akpuyan [Iukayy, — Tebe CTOUT IOAyMaTh O TOM, CTOMT JI OCTABaThCS
3[ech. Y MeHs MypalllKy 110 Koxe. [ToueMy Okl HaM He BEPHYTHCS B TO BUepalitHee MecTo? § maxe
TIOTEPILIIO, eCNK TH GyHelb eCTh KITyOHUYHOE BapeHbe!

I_HI/IJ'IJ'Iep orngapen HI/IKa‘-Iy C HOT 70 ronoBel. OH peInI, 4TO 3TO JIOXKE.
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