BrIpaxkeHue Ha JTUIAX BParoB OBIJI0O CMECHIO yXKaca u IoKa. MacTtepa XuMep He MOTJIA TOBEPUTh
CBOMM TJ1a3aM. HUKoOr{ia paHee OHU He BUOEJHU CTOIb Pa3PYIINTEIbHOM IUCTAHIIMOHHOM aTaKu OT
MacTepa CBoero ypoBHs. OCTaTKKM apMUU B Xa0Ce IILITAIUCh IIEPETPYIIIUPOBATLCS, HO IIIOK OT CTOJIb
MOIIIHOTO yapa 3aTPYIHSI UX IeNCTBUS.

Herno 6r1110 B ToM, uTO Kait 06bequHUI B CBOEH CTpeJie He TOJIBKO aypy, HO U IyX C 9HEepruei.
KynbTUBaTOpH Tella IPUBLIYHO CpaXKaylich BONIK3Y, a UCKIoueHus, Bpoae ®spHo, He Mornu
IIPOM3BECTU HACTOIBKO KOHIIEHTPUPOBAHHYIO ¥ TOUEUHYIO JUCTAHLIUOHHYIO aTaKy. [logoOHbIHM TUII
0051 OBLJT XapaKTepPeH CKOpee Ky/IbTUBATOPaM SHEPTUH.

Co CTOpPOHH COI03HUKOB Kas Takxke 1apui 1ok. Ackanant, ®apHo u CenecTta 3HaIU, YTO OH
HEBEPOSITHO CUJIEH, HO TaKOe 3peJitille, TaKOU B3PHIB, BEI3BAHHKIM OOHUM JIMIIb BEICTPEIOM U3
opyXkusi, ObIIO Y4eM-TO HEMBICTTUMBIM. Bce OHM CTOSIIM B U3YMJIEHHH, HE B CHJIaX CPa3y IIOBEPHUTH B TO,
YTO TOJIBKO YTO IIPOU3OILJIO.

"3abaBHast aTaka! MHe HpaBUTCsA!" — MbICTIEHHO Tpou3Hec Kaii, a ero nuio ykKpacusia gbsBOIbCKas
yXMBLIKa. B 3TOT MOMEHT OT ero Tejla [faXKe Havall U3[aBaThCA JOBOJIBHBEIY PHIK [lecTparopa,
KOTODPHIM YyBCTBOBAJ, YTO €T0 XO35IUH YIOBIETBOPEH.

Ho Kai1 He man BparaM BpeMeHM Ha pa3MHIIeHnus... OH CHOBa II02KEPTBOBAJ YaCTh CBOEH IIJIOTH, U
cuna JlecTparopa BHOBb HAIIOJIHUJIa €T0 TeJi0. TeTuBa JIyKa BHOBb HaTSIHY/IacCh, Ha 9TOT pa3 elle
MOIIIHEE, 4eM Ipexe!

— HoBas ataka! — pagoCcTHO BEIKpUKHYJT O3PHO, BIMBas BCIO CUJIY B CBOU Nepbs. OueBUAHO, OH
JKenarn noamepxkarth Kas, a He CTOSATh B CTOPOHE, KAK MTHOBEHUEM PaHee.

— Vpapum no ux Brageikam! — Takxke mopapmepkain AcKasiaHT, TOTOBSICh K OPOCKY BIlepeq.

CenecTa nuillb MOjT4a cCMOTpena Ha Kasi, BOCXUIasgich €ero CUI0N U CTPaHHBIMU METOOaMHU NEeNCTBUM.
OHa npekpacHO ITOHMMaJIa, YTO acypkl He 00/1afaloT MOJOOHKIMY TeXHUKaMHU. Bce 9T XoObl ObLIH
YHUKaIbHEIMKA HapaOoTkamu camoro Kas.

B 3T0 BpeMs BpaxkecKue MacTepa IILITaIuch MPuiTH B cebs. OpuH u3 Bragbik 3aKoHa, CaMbli
CTapIIui, B3peBesl, OTOaBast IPUKa3Hkl:

— ArakyiiTe ero! He maliTe eMy CHOBa BHICTPENIUTH!
Ho 6v110 y2Ke mO37HO...

— 3333! Ba-6aam! — Kaii BEITYCTHII 0YEpPENHYIO CTPEeNTy, ¥ BHOBb 3Be3[IHOE IMMPOCTPAHCTBO B30PBAJIOCH
YepHO-KpPaCHOM MoJIHUeN u orHeM. Ellle ofmHa YacTh apMUHU BparoB Obljla MTHOBEHHO YHUUTOXKEHA,
OCTABUB I0CTIe cebs JTUIIhL Topsime 00JI0OMKY U Iemell.

Kau YyBCTBOBAJI, KaK CHJIa U APDOCTH HAIIOJTHAIOT €T0. On B3TJIAHYII Ha OCTABIIUXCSA BPaAros, ¥ €ro
rnasa Onecrenu OUKHUM CBETOM.

— JlapgHo... [Tourpanuce, 1 XBaTUT. [IPHUIIIO BpeMs cpaXkaTbCsa CEPbe3HO0. — KYTKO YXMBUIBHYBIINCE,
npousHec Kali, cMOTps IpsIMUKOM Ha BpaXkKeCKUxX Brafbik.

OuyeBHUIHO, YTO OOBIYHEIE BOMHEI He OBIIM IPOTUBHUKAaMK Ka ¥ ero COI3HHUKaM. XOTS OHHM MOTJIH OB
MeIllaTh CPaXKeHHUI0, HO CUJIbHO Ha Hero OBl He MOBJIUsIIN. Kail peuius BEIKOCUTD UX PSIIbI, IPOCTO IS
TOTO0, YTOOBI TPOTECTUPOBATh CBOIO HOBYIO aTaKy. Ho HacTosilee cpaxeHue 6ymeT pa3BUBATLCS YKe
IIPOTHUB YETBEPHIX Badblk B 4epHLIX OalaXOHaX.



B 3TOT MOMEHT €ro COI03HUKM TaKyKe HalOoJHUIUCh O0eBEIX AyXoM, OyKBaIbHO HaYWHAas XKeJaTh
cpaxenusi! ®3pHO, pa3BepHYB CBOM OTHEHHBIE TIEPHSI, TOTOBHIM O0PYIIUTEL Ha BParos BCIO CBOIO
spocTh 3aKoHa beccMmepTHBIX [IepbeB. ACKalaHT Halpsar CBOW MBIIIIEL, €I'0 YeIlyKU CBEpKaJH,
TOTOBLIE BEIIEPKATh M00yI0 aTaky. Cenecra, B CBOIO 0Yepeib, B3MaxXHyJla MEUYOM U3 CBOEW aypH,
BCTaBas B 60eBYIO CTOMKY U IIpsida APYTYIO PYKy cebe 3a CIKHY.

Kaii, He oTphIBas B3rJIsila OT BparoB, BHOBh HATSIHYJI TETUBY. B BO3[yxe MTOBUCIIO HANIPSAXKEHIUE,
IpeaBKYyIIeHKe CIedyIollero ynapa. Bparu Tak:ke Hauanau B3bIBaTh K CBOel cuie, 4TOOb OPOCUTHCS B
araky. Ha ymuBneHue, B HUX He YATAJIOCh CEPhE3HOI0 CTpaxa M ykKaca.

— JTO0 TONBKO Havaso. Xe-xe, — THXO IMpou3Hec Kal, HO ero cj1oBa 9XOM Pa3HEC/IKCh 0 3BE3MHOMY
TIPOCTPAHCTBY.

U B 3TOT MOMEHT CO0O3HUKY Kas pUHYIIACE BlIepeN, TOTOBblE YHUYTOXUTL MacTepoB XuMep, KOTOpEIEe
OCMeJIUJICS BCTaTh y HUX Ha nyTu! Cuisl ApakoHa U (peHUKCa IEePEIIeNINCh, @ B CepefuHe 3TOM aTaku
C/oBHO OrecHya 3Be3fa! 9To ObUI0 ocTpre Medya CesecTs, ORICTPOe, KaK BCIIBIIIKA 3BE3MHI.

Ataku AckananTa, ®apHO 1 CeecTh JOCTUTIH BParoB IOYTH OJHOBPEMEHHO CO cTpeol Kas!
Mactepa XuMep ycIenu TOTbKO BO33BaTh K BCel CBOEH CHile, BCTpedasi aTaKy CBOMUMU TelaMu!

— llys! ba-6aam! — naBuHa 9Hepruw, BEIMyLleHHas KaeM u ero col03HWKaMu, 00pyIIuiack Ha
apmu MacTtepos XuMep C yKacaollluM I'POXOTOM. B 0HO MIHOBEHUE IIPOCTPAHCTBO BOKPYT
B30PBAJIOCH, lIepeIieTasiCb OTHeHHEIMU IepbsAMU P3pHO, NeqaHbIMU IUaMu ACKallaHTa, 3Be30HbIM
ceetoM CenecTsl ¥ KpOBaBOM MOJIHMEH C YEPHBIM OrTHEM Kasi.

B3phIB ObIT HACTOIBKO MOITIHEIM, YTO CBET OT HETO OCJIEIIHI BCEX MMPUCYTCTBYIOIINX, a BOJIHA SHEPTUU
IIPOKAaTHIACh II0 3BE3THOMY IIPOCTPAHCTBY, CMeTas Bce Ha cBoeM nyTu. OcTaTku apMuu MacTepoB
XuMep OBIIM YHUUTOXKEHH, TpeBPallleHHbIe B IeTlesl ¥ TyMaH, He OCTaBUB HU MaJieHIliero ciena.

[TomoOHOE cpakeHue yxKe MOCTHUTIIO TOTO YPOBHS, KOT{a Jaxke IIPOCTPAHCTBO HAYMHAJIO TPEIIaTh 110
IIIBAM, HHOT{Ia OTKPBIBAST PA3JIOMHI U AbIpH. CTOJIKHOBEHHE BOCEMEPHIX Bitafibik He OBIIO Y4eM-TO
00BIIEeHHBIM!

Korma xaoc B 3Be3MHOM ITPOCTPAHCTBE Paccesinics, mepen Kaem u ero COl03HUKAMU CTOSIIM Y€TBEPO
BpaxkecKux Brambik 3akoHa. VX Tea OBUIM MOKPHITH PAaHEHUSIMU, HO OHHU BCE ellle U3JIydau
yCTpalawIyo cuiny. Kaxkmoro u3 Hux OKpyzKajla YHUKaIbHAs aypa, OTPaXkKalolas uX CTPAHHBEIE U
yKacaroIye CII0COOHOCTH:

BanaxoH ofHOTr0 M3 HUX OBIJT B30PBaH, OTKPHIBAs YacCTh €ro Julla u Teia. Aypa Brmagbiku Oblyia TEMHO-
3eJIeHOM, UCTOYaIIe 3amax THUIM U Pa3/oxkeHus. M3 ero Teia BHCTYIIAIM MHOTOUYHCIEHHbBIE
IJIMHHBIE LyTaiblla, HAallOMUHAloIIKe TUOKYUe MJIeTH, KaXkKgoe U3 KOTOPhIX 6yATO OBl MOTJIO BIEIUTLCS
B TeJIo Bpara. Ero riasa CBETUIIUCH SIOOBUTO-3€JIEHBIM CBETOM, OTpaxas 0eCKOHeYHYI0 37100y U
KOBapCTBO.

— Heyxenu MacTtepa XuMep Hay4uIuCh CO3[aBaTh Bragblk HACTOJIBKO XOPOIIO? — C
HACTOPOXKEHHOCTRIO TpobopMoTana CenecTa, HaOmomas 3a aypaMu X IPOTHBHUKOB.

YepHurle OamaxoHbI OBIJIA He TPOCTHIMU OfeXKIaMHt, OHU IOBOJILHO XOPOIIIO CKPHIBAJIA aypy U pacy
BJIafesiblia. ITO Aenaaoch CIelruanbHo, YTOOL HeIb3s OBITI0 Cpa3y e MOHSATh, KTO TBOU IPOTUBHUK.
U korpa npouinas aTaka yHUYTOXUIA UX ofexasl, CenecTa, Kak U Ipyrue, 0Co3Hanla — BCe 4YeTBEPO
BnapbIk gBNAIOTCS XuMepaMu!

— Bot xke Y6J'IIOJIKI/I... KakoBa ke UCTUHHAS Cujia ux OPraHU3alluH... — CKHMaAA KyJIdKH,



mpoOopMoTas ACKasllaHT, MHCTUHKTUBHO B3TJITHYB Ha Kas.

Hepasuo Kait paccka3sbiBaj, 4To 3a MacTepamu XuMep CTOUT Kyna 6oree OPEBHSS U
MOTyIlecTBeHHas cuna. U ceitdac, Kaszanoch, 4To Kail OvIn coBepIeHHO npaB. YTOOR BOCIIUTATh
MacTepa ypoBHS Cdepsl Brnambiku 3aKoHa, HYy2KHO MHOXKECTBO JIeT U YCUINY AJIS KaXXI0T0 KJlaHa UK
cekTrl. Ho ka3asnoch, yTo KynbT Kak-To cyMesl 000UTH eCTeCTBEHHbIE OTPaHUYEHUS. ..

Aypa BTOPOTO0, KOTOPHIY Y2Ke IIPOSIBIIST ee paHee, Oblsla Cepol U TSKeJol Kak rpaHuTt. Ero teno
OBLJIO TIOKPHITO MAaCCUBHBIMU KaMEHHBIMHU IIJTaCTUHAMU, CKBO3b KOTOPHIE BUTTUCH TOHKHME YEPHEIE
BOPCHHKU. BOKpYT Hero BUTaNX KpollleuHble KaMeHHble OCKOJIKY, KOTOPhle MOTJIM BHE3aIlHO
yBeIMUUBaThLCS B pa3Mepax U aTaKoBaTh IPOTUBHUKA C HEBEPOSATHOU CKOpPOCThI0. Ero riasa,
rny0oKMe U XONONHbIE, HAIOMUHAIKM OKaMeHe ble 0aCCEeMHEI, TIOTHEIE IPeBHEN HEHABUCTH.

"9t0 nnoxo... Cyns no 3anucsaM, Mactepa XuMep He UMeNd Tak MHOTO Brnageik. BuguMo, oHU CUIIBHO
YCOBEPIIIEHCTBOBAJIM TEXHOJIOTHIO0 CO3MaHus XUMep B MOCHeIHNe TOObl. TaKuMU TeMIIaMUu OHU
OEUCTBUTEILHO CMOTYT IIPOM3BECTH JOCTATOYHOE KOJIMYECTBO XKEPTB OJId XKEPTBOIPUHOIIEHUS," —
xoTs Kait He cnumkom gonro Haxomwics B O6mactu [JomuHarmu [110TH, HEKOTOPHIE BEIX OH YCIIeN
BBIYYUTh, 0C00eHHO Garomapst 3anucsaM OpaeHa Epetuyeckux Pac.

[Tomo6Hast TeHAEHIUS He MOTJIa He OecrokouTh Kas, 160 oueBumHO, 4TO KyabT Ha BCEX CKOPOCTSX
mpubIuKaICS K CBoel 1enu. B cBuTKax u Kuurax Brnagbikun O6MaHa KpoBu XpaHUINCH CTPAHHBIE
3amnucy, Ha OCHOBe KOTOPHIX Kail cuemnan HeKOTophle Npeanonoxenus. OH MOHUMAJI, 4TO B
OnuKanime qecATKU ThICAY JieT KynbT npubnu3uTcs K CBoel 1ennu. Bo3M0XKHO, B paMKaX KU3HU
CMEPTHOT'0 9TO ORI HEBEPOSITHEIA OTPE30K BPEeMEHHU, HO [JIST BHICIIETO MUPA — 3TO OYKBAIbHO HUYTO!

— [aBaiiTe ocnabum ux... Bce paBHO UM yxKe He cOexkaTh... — 37100HO IPOU3HEC TpeTuir MacTep
XuMmep, TeI0 KOTOPOTro Ka3aaoCch COTKAHO U3 KYCKOB PA3HEIX CYIIECTB.

Ero ocHoBoH, O4Y€eBHU]IHO, OBLJT KaKOM-TO CUILHBIN CIOAHB, 1060 MHOTO roe MOZKHO OBIIIO YBUIOETH
IIJIaCTHUHLBI, KOTOPBIE Kaii Bumen Yy IIJIEHHUKOB B KaPMaHHOM MHUDE.

— CormnaceH. X03suH OyieT 3aMHTEPECOBaH B 3TOM acype... — OTBETHII TOCIenHui MacTtep Xumep.
Ero aypa Oblia rpsi3HO-KOPHYHEBOM, KCTOYAOIIEH 3amax MOKpO# 3eMnu. Ero Teso Gbiy10 HAamoIHEHO
6ecunCIeHHFIMY YE€PBSIMHU U Tlapa3uTaMu, KOTOpPEe 6yaTo ObI MOTJIM BEHIPBATHCST HAPYKY U aTaKOBaTh
BParoB, BHEPSSCh B UX IJIOTh U BRICACHIBASI XKM3HEHHbIE CUIIBL. ET0 I71asa, B KOTOPHIX, Ka3aIoCh,
KOTIOIIATCS YePBU, U3NTydalyd YUCTHIH yKac ¥ MydeHue.

Bce yeTBEpO CTOSIIM, OKPYKEHHbIE CBOMMH yCTPAIIAIOIIMMHI aypaMy, T'OTOBbIE K HOBOM aTake.
HampsizkeHre MeXay HUMU U coro3HMKaMu Kast OBIJI0 ocsg3aeMbIM, KaxXK/bli 13 HUX OBLI TOTOB
YHUYTOXKUTE APYT ApyTa.

BoT Tonmpko uTo Kaii, 4TO OCTanbHBEIE HE MOT/IN HE 06paTI/ITb BHMMaHKE Ha CJIOBd CBOUX
IIPOTUBHUKOB...

— V meHs nypHOoe mpeguyBcTBre. OHM CKa3alu 0 KaKOM-TO XO3SIUHE... — HaXMYPHUBIIIHCH,
npobopmoTan ®apHo.

— Hawm nyx)HO Oexath! OHUM ocnabunu Haury OQUTENIbHOCTD, & MBI IOBEJIUCH KaK UANOTEL! —
BHE3alHO BEHIKPUKHYJIA CelecTa, pacIpoCTpaHssl CBOe BOCIPUATHE BO BCe CTOPOHE!!

Ho He ycmenu OHU CpearupoBaTh, KAk BCe IPOCTPAHCTBO OKYTasla yKacarollasi KpoBaBas aypa,
HACTOJIBKO IIJIOTHAS, CJIOBHO BCE MIPOCTPAHCTBO 3aJIUJIO0 I'YCTON KPOBBIO!



— My-nym! — aypa ucTO4asa yXac ¥ MOIIb, 3aCTaBss cepaia Kast 1 ero COI3HUKOB CXKAThCS OT
ctpaxa! B TOT ke Mur Ha nuiax MacTtepoB XuMep MeIbKHYIIO IIOYTeHWE, ¥ OHU MTHOBEHHO
COTHYJIUCH B TIOKJIOHE.

— X0351uH TPHUOHIT! — TOPXKECTBEHHO IIPOU3HEC OOUH U3 Bragelk XuMep, ero rojoc gpoxKa oOT
0JIarOroBeHud.

JIuna Kast u ocTanmbHBIX 3aCThUIU B yKace, 160 OHM HaKOHEeIl 0CO3HAJIM, YTO UMEHHO 371eCh
npoucxonur... Hag MactepamMu Xumep MOSBUIICS ellle onuH Mactep — MacTtep Cdepsl Bricuiero
Monapxa! Ero npucyTtcTBue ObIJI0 He IPOCTO MyTaloIM, OHO IIOJABIISIIO UX BOJIIO U 3ATIOJTHSIIO
IIPOCTPAHCTBO 6ECKOHEYHEIM CTpaxom!

— Her... BoT yepT... — coaBieHHO IIpou3Hec ACKaJlaHT, IOHKMMas, YTO OH He MOXET CABUHYTHCH C
MecTa.

durypa B KpoBaBO-KpaCHBIX OfiexK[ax MeJIEHHO IlIaraja BIiepey 110 Bo3ayxy. Ero Teno uamydano
MOIITHYIO aypy, OKpallliBast BCE BOKPYT B 6arpoBbie OTTEHKH. ['Ta3a MacTepa CBepKaid TEMHO-
KPACHLIM CBETOM, CJIOBHO Ba I'OPSIIHMX YrojibKa B TeMHOTe. CaM MacTep uMe OJ1eIHYI0, IIOYTH YTO
CHHEeBATYI0 KOXKY, He 001agasi HUKAaKUM BOJIOCSTHBIM TIOKPOBOM.

— Kakoit n3bICKaHHBIN ITOAAPOK... — IIPOTOBOPHUIT OH HU3KUM, 3aBOPaKUBAIOIIUM T'0OJIOCOM, Tepels
Cephry B CBOEM 3a0CTPEeHHOM yxe. — Ho uTo Gonee uHTEpPECHO... KTO TH Takoi? Kakou-To TEl 04eHb
CTpaHHBIN acypa... — IepeBons B3ragn Ha Kas, mpousHec OH.

Kazanocs, Kaii mprKoBaj BCe BHUMaHUe 3TOr0 YyAoBullla. HacToOMbKO, YTO Jake BHy4YKa MoHapxa
3Be3pnbix ['op LlunuHer UrHoprupoBasach UM. B rima3ax 9TOro yxacarwllero Macrepa YuTajioch
KaKoe-TO MaHHaKaJlbHOe BjedyeHue K nmepcone Kad...

®apHO, AckanaHT u CejiecTa IeperissHyInCh, 0CO3HaBasl BCIO CepPbe3HOCTh cuTyaluu. Panee Kaii mor
C JIETKOCTHIO MTPUBECTH UX K 1mobefe B 6010, HO MacTep Cdeprl Briciero MoHapxa ObI Tpo6ieMoi
COBEPILIEeHHO UHOI'0 YPOBHA!

"BexuM!" — nepemadei MbICIU BHIKPUKHYJT ®P3pHO, pacpoCTpaHsisi CBOM OTHEHHBIE NTEPhS U
TOTOBSICH K OTCTYILJIEHUIO.

Ho kax Tonpko OHM Havanu gBuratscs, Mactep Cheprl Briciero MoHapxa yXMBIIBHYJICS U B3MaxXHYII
pykou. KpoBaBasi aypa BMUT XJIBIHYJIa BIeper, pa3pyiuas Bce nepbs @spuo. Ho cpa3y crnemoM oHa
npoOuna pyKy U HOTH (peHUKCa, PaCTATUBas ero B CTOpPoHE!! OH U3Ha4YaIbHO TOHUMAJI, YTO O6eXKaTh
0eCcCMEBICTIEHHO, HO U3-3a KPUTUYHOCTH CUTYallMK PELIuI NPeAIPUHATh XOTS OBl YTO-TO.

— Xotute cbexaTh? Brl HUKYOa He yiigeTe. Xa-xa... — Ipou3Hec MoHapX, a ero rojioc OB IOJI0H
JIeOsTHOTO CIIOKOMCTBUS U YBEPEHHOCTH.

B aToT MoMeHT Kaii MOMHOCTBIO HAIPATCS, MBITAsCh MPUAYMATh XOTS OBI UTO-TO, YTO MOTJIO OB
IIOMOYb UM B 3TOM cuTyauuu. Ho o uem OBl OH He oyMas — Bce OBUIO TIIETHO!
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