ATMocdepa BHYTpPHU TaBepHEI OyATO OBl 3aCThINIa BO BpEMEHH... Kail OIIyIan, Kak Bce BEIXOOUT U3-TI0[T
KOHTPOJIs1! [IpakoH KOHIIEHTPUPOBAJI CHUITY, IPUXO0Ms B OEIIIeHCTBO ¥ 3aMOpPaXKuBasi OKPYKaAIOUTUH
BO3OyX!

— 41 Tebe IMOKAaXy, 4YTO 3HAUYUT UCTHHHASA CHUJId APAKOHLETO poua! — 3aKpI/I‘-IaJ'I MyZX4YWHA B IIJIalle.

— Hy-oym! — BHe3amHo pa3macs yKacarouuil B3pbIB CUilbl. [11all ApakoHa pa3opBasics B KJIOUbS,
obHaxast GUTypy MOJIOIOT0 MyKYKUHBI C CHHUMHU BOJIOCAMHU M CHHUMH TJla3aMu. Aypa XoJiofa
MTI'HOBEHHO PaCIIpOCTPaHUIIach BOKPYT, 3aCTaBlIsiss HEKOTOPHIX TOCETUTENIEH TaBEPHHI ITPEBPATUTHCS
B JIe[siHBIEe CTaTyH.

Ha ero Tene Hayanu NOABIATHCS CUHUE MIYIbCUPYIOIINE TaTYUPOBKHY, CBETAIINECS JIEASHEIM CBETOM.
OHY oxBaThIBaJIA €T0 PYKH, 1110 U I'Pynb, fobaBsad elle OoJbllle yxKaca ero o0nuky. U TyT xe, ¢ ero
TOJIOBHI Ha4aJiyd BEIPACTaTh ABA POra, MOKPHITHE JIEASHOU KOPKOMH, a 4aCTh ero Tejla IOKPhLIach
cuHel delnyeii, O71eCTsIIel B CBeTe TaBEPHHI.

"OH BBI3BAJI BCIO CBOIO POJOCIOBHYIO BEICILIETO ApakoHa." — MeicneHHO npou3Hec Kaui, mbITasch
OLIEHUTH YPOBEHB YTPO3HL.

Kaii moHMMas, 4TO APaKOHB — OOHU M3 CaMBIX CUJIbHBIX cyiecTB B O6mactu [JomuHauu I[1notu, u
3TOT IIPOTHBHUK TOYHO He cltabak. EMy BIepBhie IPECTOSIIO CPA3UTHCS C HACTOSIIINM YyIOBUILIEM,
OYEeBHUOHO MPEeBOCXOOAIINM BragblK, KOTOPHIX OH YOUBAJ IO 3TOTO.

I pakoH, Temepb MOHOCTHIO MMPOSIBUBIIMICS B CBOEN UCTUHHOU (HopMe, 37T00HO yNIBIOHYICS U
Opocuncs Ha Kas, ero riasa cusiiay X0JI0GHOU HEHABUCTHIO.

— l'oTOBBCSI yMepeTh, epeTuK! — 3aKpuyas OH, ¥ ero MOIHAs JIefisiHas aypa HalpaBUach IPsMO Ha
Kas, roToBasi COKpYIIUTh €T0 OOHUM yIapoM.

Ho B TOT Ke Mur yxe oT Tena Kas pasgancs yKacawllui JPaKOHUY PHIK, a 3a CIIMHOU MOSIBUIICS
YepHO-KpacHBIX cumnyaT [ecTtparopa! CumyaT MrHOBEHHO BiieTesl B ClIUHY Kasi, BbI3bIBasi B3PhIB ayphl!

— Hy-oym! — B3prIBHAs BOJIHA MPOKATHUIIACh I10 TaBEPHE, paclIBEIpUBast Mebeslb U 00JIOMKH, a BO3AYX
3arnoHuiICsS Bubpaluen yxacaromied Moy, Kail cenranbHO COepKUBAJICS, YTOOB MTHOBEHHO He
yOUTb BCEX, KTO ellle He ycIen yoexkaTs!

Kait MTHOBeHHO 00BbeIMHUII CBOIO CHCTEMY TeJla U SHEePTUH, TOKPHIBasCh bpoHel JuTponuu. YepHbie
¥ KpacCHbIe TI0JIOCHl 3HEPTUH CIIJIEJIUCh BOKPYT €ro Tella, IIpeBpalllasi ero B HeuTo 6osblliee, 4eM
IpoCTo acypy. Ero nagoru tpancdopMupoBanuch B Kortu S9HTponuu, HCTOYAKIINe
Pa3pyLIUTEIbHYI0 CUITy, U BBI3BIBAIOIINE yXKac.

I pakoH, TOTOBUBIIMICS K aTake, OyKBaIbHO 3aCTHIT HAa MECTE, He TIOHUMAsI, YTO 3a TeXHUKY
ucnonb3oBan Kaii. ['ma3a ero oOKpyrmuiauch OT HEOKUIAHHOCTH, 1060 OH TOUHO BUEN 3a criuHou Kas
YTO-TO IOX0XKee Ha JpaKoHa. BOT TONIBKO MIPUPOMda 3TOr0 APaKOHA Obllla COBEPIIEHHO HEeIOHSITHON 1
IIOJIHOCTBIO OTJIMYAJIach OT €r0 COOCTBEHHOM. .

OH He MOT TTOBEPUTH, UTO IEPEN HUM CTOSIJIO CYILEeCTBO, 06J1afaolee CTONb Pa3pyIIUTEIbHOM CUIIoH!
Haxe ecnu IpenmIoNnoXuUTh, 4To Tenno Kas, kak Opyxue 3aKoHa, UMeJI0 TaKOU CTPaHHBIU 3(DPEKT,
Kak OpPOHSI, OH BCe PABHO ORI CITUIITKOM CHJIEH!

— Yro... Yto 310?! Mep3kue MacTtepa Xumep co3gany u3 Tebss KaKoe-TO CMeIlleHre aCyphl U
opakoHa?! — B ApoCTU BHIKPUKHYJI OH, YYBCTBYS, KaK €ro HyTPO 3aKUIlaeT OT FHEBa.



— JT0 MOsI UCTUHHas GhopMa, — XOJIONHO Ipou3Hec Kaii, ero rojoc 3xoM pa3HOCUJICS 110 TaBepHE. —
Kak 51 yxe roBopu’, s He pa3BuBaicsi B Mope KpoBe Acyp, I03TOMY MOY TEXHUKHU CUITBHO
OTJIMYal0TCS.

YcnbiliaB 3T0, APAKOH Ha CEKYHAY 3aMellKasics, HO B CIeIyIOIIU MOMEHT ero Tejl0 Havyasio
cobupath BCio cuiy miaotu! CUTyalus JOCTUTIIA TOYKH, B KOTOPOM HEeJb3sI OTCTYIaTh, faxke ecnu Kaii
BHITJISIEN KaK 4ygoBule!

Ha ynuiie yke BOBCIO Pa3HOCUJIMCH B3PHIBEL OT HA4aBIIErocs xaoca. Mactepa XuMep OeUCTBUTEIIBHO
ycTpousnu Haber. Kpuku, 3T OpyKUS ¥ B3PHIBHL 3all0JTHUIN BO3[YX, CO3aBas aTMocdepy xaoca u
paspyuenus. [Toka Mmexny Kaem u gpakoHOM ellle He Ha4aloCh CpaxKeHune, CHapyXKHU yxKe Lapuia

paspyxa.

IpakoH, coOpaB BCIO CHIIY IIJIOTH, TOTOBUIICS OPOCUTHCS Ha Kasi, HO B mOc/ieHUM MOMeHT Kai
chenasn HeoXuaaHHBEIY xon. OH MTHOBEHHO pa3pe3all CBOIO JIafloHb ¥ OPBI3HY KPOBBIO HA CBUTOK, YTO
[0 CUX IIOP HAaXOJUJICS B €ro pyke!

[TomoOGHbIH TOBOPOT COOBITHI MI'HOBEHHO IIOCTABUJI APAKOHA B CTYIIOP.

— Yro TH menaems?! — B HeJOyMeHUN BHIKPUKHYJI APAKOH, a ero sipoCTh MTHOBEHHO CMeIanach C
HEeIIOHUMaHHUEM.

KpoBr Kast mpomuTana CBUTOK, ¥ IpeBHHE CUMBOJIBI HAa HEM 3aCBETHIIMCH, HATIOIHSSICh S9HEPTIHeH.
Aypa, ucxonsinasi 0T CBUTKA, YCUITUJIACh, CTAHOBSICH ellle Oosiee yrpoxkatoiei. CUmysThl APaKOHOB,
Ka3aJI0Ch, HaYa/Iu IOSBISITHECS BOKPYT HETO, IPeBpallasich B Ipu3payHbie 00pa3bl, YTO CIEOOM
Opocunuchk IpSIMUKOM B Tesio Kasi.

Kait cpa3y e ouIyTui, Kak HeuTo IpOHUKaeT B ero Cepile I1moTu, 6yaTo O MEITAsICh Y3HATD
uctuHy. Ecnu OB OH COBpaJi, TO 3TH OPaKOHHI 6bI HAOPOCUIUCEH HA ero PomoCiIoBHYI0. X0Ts Kato Ol
WHTEPECEH MeXaHu3M paboTHl 3TOTO CBUTKA, celdac ObIIO He [0 9TOTO!

IIpakoH Ha MTHOBeHMe 3aKoyebancs, ero B3rism Metasncs Mexny Kaem u ceutkom. OH ITOHUMAJl, BCe
IIpOUCXOfslllee HaUMHaeT IpeBpamaThcs B abcypa! Ecnu Kaii moamnucan CBUTOK, — 3HAUUT, OH He
BpeT! OH meucTBUTENBHO He MacTep Xumep!

Mup 3amep... CexyHpa... [Ige... Tpmu...

Ho ckomnbko OBl mpakoH He Xkaain — ¢ KaeMm Huuero He npoucxonuio! [ToBepuTs B mogo6Hoe OBII0
HEeBO3MOKHO!

— 4 Ke rOBOPUJI, YTO THI 3pSI MeHsI 0OBUHUIJ, — XJIagHOKPOBHO Npou3Hec Kait. — Pa3 yx s B MONMHOU
00eBol rOTOBHOCTH, laBail TIOMOTy BaM ¢ Haberom Mactepos XuMep. Ho He 3a6biBal, YTO 1OCTIE
OuTBHL T Oymeins MHe 06s3aH! — Co Bcell cCepbe3HOCThI0 BHIKPUKHYI Kall, TyT ke pBaHyn B HEDO,
OHUM TOJTYKOM pa3pyllas BCIO TaBEPHY B IIENKH!

B 9TOT MOMEHT TepaJIuT COTPOTHYJICS OT OYEePEIHOTO B3PhIBa, ¥ KPHUKK CHAPYKHU CTAJIH eIlie TpoMUe.
Kasanochk, 4TO BeCh MUP PYILIKTCS BOKPYT HUX, HO MPAKOH IIPOCTO 3aCTHII, HE MTOHMMAs KakK BooOIIe
OLIeHUBATh MOAO0HYI0 CUTYALUIO. .

— IneBaTs! Celiyac HYKHO YHHYTOXKUTE I'PEITHUKOB! — ByATO HAaCUIBHO BEITACKKBAs ce0s U3
ITy4YUHBl COMHEHUH, IPOPHIYal JPaKOH.

C aTuMu cjI0BaMU OPaKOH Pe3KO pa3BepHYJICS U pBaHyI NpsaMUKoM 3a KaeMm! Ecnu Kau



MEeHCTBUTEILHO ITIOMOKET eMy — COMHEBAThLCSI B €T0 HEBUHOBHOCTH He ImpumeTcs! [ pakoH TOHUMAJI,
YTO JIy4Ille MIyCTh BECh KOHGIUKT MeXKAy HUMK OymeT Hemopa3yMeHHeM, HexXeJld Ha CTOPOHEe BParos
OymeT TaKOM yCTpaIIaIIUN MPOTUBHUK!

Kait 1 mpakoH B31eTenu B He0O, ¥ Iepe HUMH OTKPBIJIACh yKacaomlas KapTHHA pa3pyxu. IToBcoomy
BUIOHEJHCh pa3pyIleHHble 3aHus, KJTyObl JbIMa, IJIaMeHHN ¥ OXBaueHHBIE Xa0COM yNIHIE. MacTepa
Xumep, o61avueHHBIE B YepHEIe OalaXxOHBI C CHIIy9TOM OeNlol MTUKOHeYHO! 3BE3MHl Ha T'PY/IH,
TIAPUIIN B BO3MYXE, CESI CMEPTH ¥ pPa3pylIeHUe.

KpuKy yMHUpAIOUIUX ¥ JISI3T MeTajlyla 3al0JIHUIM IIPOCTPAHCTBO, CO37IaBasi HEBEIHOCKMYI0 KaKO(OHHIO.
Macrtepa XuMep 6e32KaioCcTHO yOUBaIM CMEPTHHIX U CJIa0BIX MaCTEPOB, a TeX, KTO HOCTUT XOTs Obl
Codeptl fnpa, XxBaTamy B IIJIEH, CBSI3HIBAS UX SHEPTeTUYECKUMHU IIEISIMHU, OTIIPABIISS B CTPAHHbLIE
TE€MHBIE TTOPTAJIBL.

"YT0-TO BPOJiEe TEXHOJIOTUY MUPOBOTO KOJIblla, TOJIBKO MeHbIe?" — MBICIeHHO peamnonoxun Kawu,
BUMA, KaK XKUBBIX CYILLIECTB IJIEHAT B MaJleHbKUe KapMaHHbIe TIPOCTPaHCTRa.

Korpga MaCTepa XI/IMep IMJIEHUJIX KOT'0-TO, OHU IIPATAJIX CTPAHHBIE YEPHEIE KaAMHHU B MEIIIKHU.
Co3maBaioch BIeYaTIEHHE, UYTO B KaXI0M TaKOM KaMHe OBLITO KPOXOTHOE IPOCTPAHCTBO OJIsA OOHOT'O
2KHBOTI'O IIJICHHHUKA.

Ho Bce 651710 He HACTOIBKO 0gHOG0KO0. Korma Kait mpurisigesncs, To 3aMeTHJI MHOXKEeCTBO BOMHOB B
cuHel 6pOHe, KOTOPHIE 0YEBUIHO MpHHaIexanu Kinany BepxoBHbIX [IpakoHOB! OTOT MyXK4YHWHA
psamoM ¢ Kaem TOYHO He OpHUIen Clofga OguH!

— Tl'ocioguH AcKaiaHT, HY2KHO OTCTyIIaTh! — APOCTHO IIPOpBIYAJI ellle OOUH OPaKOH, MOAJIeTaloIUui K
uX nBoulle. — MacTepa XuMep IIpuBeu LeblX Tpex Binaasik! BaM HYKHO CKOpee OKUHYTh 3TOT
TepanuT! — Jlaxe He yclieB 3aMeTUTh Kas, BLIKPUKHYII OH.

"Tak ero 30ByT AckanaHT... [loxany#, 3anoMHI0 3T0 UM4..." — MuICIeHHO Tpou3Hec Kaii, mepeBons
B3TJISI Ha HOBOT'O 3HAKOMOTO.

OT nomoOHBIX CJIOB NTUI0 ACKalaHTa MCKA3UJIOCh, a CaM OH CjierKa Hampsrcs. boi ¢ Tpems
BrnaprikaMu OBIN y2KacalomuM HcnbiTaHueM. [laxke ecnu Kait cornacutcs eMy moMoydb, OHU OYAYT B
MEHBITUHCTBE. [TIyI0 0KUAaTh, YTO HE3HAKOMEL OyIeT PUCKOBATh KU3HBIO!

— Bor 4yepT... OHM HUKOTOA He TOCHUTAIOT TaK MHOTO Bragslk! 9T0 ToOuHO Oblla JTOBYIIKA,
OpraHM30BaHHAas CIIEIMaNbHO A7 MeHs1! — BEIKpHKHYI OH, MTHOBEHHO 0CO3HaBasl, 4YTO UHGOPMALUS
0 HaIlaJleHWH Ha 9TOT TePaIUT "IIPOCOYUIIACE" YMHIIIJIEHHO, a ellle U TaK, YTOOH ciofa IPUOLLT
MMEHHO OH.

OpuH 13 MacTepoB XuMep, IIPOJIeTAOLIUX PSIOM, OPOCUIICS B aTaKy, IIOCHUIAs BOJTHY TEMHOMN
sHepruu. Kayl MTHOBEHHO OTpearupoBasl, ogHSaB Kortu DHTpPONINUY, U BCTPETU aTaKy Bpara CBOUM
yaapoM.

— [IyB! — ATaka Bpara, KakK ¥ OH caM, OblJIi MTHOBEHHO pa3pe3aHbl Ha [IBE YaCTH.

— Bupumo, T geiicTBUTENbHO He MacTep XuMep... — MPOU3HEC IPAKOH, a €r0 T0J0C OBIT I0JIOH
obneryenusi, — Eciu momMoxKelnb MHe, 1 00s13aTeNIbHO 0TIIauyy Tebe. CerogHs TH 0Ka3ascs He B TO
BpeMsi, He B TOM MecTe, OpyT... CouyBcTByi0 Tebe. — Co BCell cepbe3HOCThIO MMPOU3HEC IPAKOH.

YcnrimaB mopobue n3BuHeHUH, Kail TOMbKO YIBIOHYJICS U C KPOBOXKAAHOCTHIO TPOU3HEC:



— TBol MOTYMHEHHBIM CKa3aJll, YTo 3[IeCh BCero Tpoe Bnagweik? Pa3 Tak, y Hac He OynmeT npobnem!
Kxe-xe...

— CornaceH... Ecru THl MHE ITOMOXKe€Illb, — MBI OIIPEeeIEHHO CMOXKEM OTCTYIHUTh. Kak TOIBKO
BepHeMcs B KnaH BepxoBHHIX [IpakoHOB, s Te6e 06s13aTenbHO oTmavy! Moxelnb He COMHEBATLCS B
MoeM cJioBe! — KuBasi, C BO3Bpalljalolleiics yBePEHHOCTh Bbifasl ACKaslaHT.

Ho s CJ'IGJIYIOH.[I/IIZ MOMEHT IIPO3BYyYaJld CJIOBA, KOTOPEIE CUJIBHO IMOKUPOBAJIX JPAKOHA... Kan IIpoCTO
3aCMesdJiCAa U ITIPOU3HEC:

— Tbl MeHsT HETTPaBUIBHO MOHsII. CerogHss Mbl YHUUTOXKKUM 3TUX Bragwlk, a He OymeM oT HuX 0exkaTh!
Pa3 yx s moman B TaKyi0 CUTYyaluio, s COesiai0 Bce, YTOOBI T OCTAJICS MOUM OOJIBIINM [OMKHUKOM,
AcxkanaHT! Xe-xe. — rojnioc Kas 3By4as KyTKOBaTO, 4 He Ka3aj0oCh, 4YTO OH IIyTUT. — KcTatu, MeHsd
30ByT beccmepTHei [Ibguulla. Bymem 3HakoMbl. — He maBasi IpakoHY gaxke OTBETUTH, JoOaBui Kaii.

B moMeHT, Korma ACKanaHT XOTell BO3pa3uTh Karo, HaJ HUMU NOSBUIUCH TPU GUTYDPHL B Y4EPHBIX
OanaxoHax. 9To O6bUM Tpu Brapgbiky u3s rpynnsl MactepoB Xumep! OT HUX WCXOAuiIa 3jI0BelIas 1
CUJIbHAA aypa, 0T KOTOPOX BO3QyX BOKPYT CJIOBHO CTYCTHUJICS, CTAHOBSICh TSXKEJIBIM U HalPSKEHHBIM.

Kaii crtoKOMHO IIOOHSJI TOJIOBY U y2Ke X0TeJI OBIJI0 YTO-TO CKa3aTh, HO cpa3y ke Obll mokuposaH! OH
3aMeTHUJI, YTO CPeny HUX NPS4YeTCs OOUH KyJIbTUBATOP AyXa, KOTOPHIX 3eCh OBITh TOYHO HE JOJIKHO!
Ero aypa 0Oslia 6onee TOHKOH, aeMepHO, HO He MeHee yrpoxaroreil. Kasanock, 4To OH X0POIIO
CKpBIBaJ 3TOT (pakT, HO Kall TakxkKe UMeJl pa3BUTHIY OyX, Cpa3y IOYyBCTBOBaB HelagHoe!

"9T0 HeBO3MOXKHO... Pa3Be B O6nactu [lomuHanuu [I710TH €CTh CyIIecTBa, CIIOCOOHbIE
KYyJIbTUBUPOBATh OyX OO YPOoBHA Brapelku?" — MreiciieHHO npou3Hec Kaii, HaurvHas n0J03peBaTh, 4YTO
Macrepa XuMep Kyna 6oee TauHCTBEHHAsI OPraHU3alMs, YeM [laxKe OMKUCHBAJIOCH B KHUTaX.

— AckananT! Kak MUJIO, 4TO ThI PELIXJI IIOYTUTH HAC CBOUM IIPUCYTCTBUEM! — XOJIOOHO IIPOU3HEC
OJ¥H 13 Bnagwik, ero roioc mpo3Bydal Kak IMuneHne 3Men. — M Thl IpuBen ¢ c060M NHTEPECHOTO
opyra... Kxe-xe...

Cpa3sy mocJie 9Toro 3aroBopui gpyroi Macrtep Xumep. Kasanocs, 4To ceituac oH OyKBaIbHO
HaXO[UJICSL B HEKOM 3KCTa3se.

— BepxoBHulii IpakoH u acypa Ha Cdepe Brnaariku 3akoHa! Kak ke xopoimo... Eciiu MBI CKpeCcTuM Ux
TeJla, TOTHa [IOJIyYUM O4eHb CUIbHYI0 xuMepy! f B npenskywmenuu! Xa-xa-xa. — ['os10c BTOporo
Brnapsiku OB JKyTKOBATEIM, K00 CO3[aBaloCh BlieYaT/IeHNe, YTO TOBOPUT pebeHOK.

— BeccmepTHbl [TbgHuIa... T BCe ellle TOTOB MHe MoM04b? — CO BCel CEPhe3HOCTHIO CIIPOCUIT
AckarnaHT, HauWHas MOBHIIaTh CUIY CBOEX POIOCIOBHOM [0 IIpefena.

— 000... Centyac s gaxe Xaxay C HUIMU Cpa3UThCA... — TakXKe HauWHAs 3aKUIIaTh CUJION, CMOTPS Ha
TpeThero Bnagwiky, mpousHec Kaii.

Kaii moHKMMan, 4TO B Measie MoMMaTh KyJIbTUBATOPA AyXa B IJIEH U IBITaTh €0, TIOKa TOT HE BHIACT
BCIO MHGpOopMaIuio 00 ux opranu3anuu. [louemy-to npeguyBcTBrue Kas 6yKBaqbHO BOIIMIIO, UTO OH
ellle He pa3 CXJIECTHETCS C opraHusanueir Macrepos Xumep! [lypHbIEe [IPEeANOIOXKEHNUS HaYaIu
3aIOJIHATE €r0 PasyM...

— IMocTapaiicst He TOMacCTh ITOM MOM ymap, ubo s He Oymay cmepxkuBaThcsi! — Ckasan Kait, a ero Kortu
IIPEeBPATHINCH B KOIIbE, CBePKalolee YepHoi MoytHue#! OH MTHOBEHHO OTMajl YacTh IIJIOTH, YTOOBI
yXKe TiepBas aTaka Oblja pa3pymHATeIbHON!



— 4 roToB! — B 0TBeT BEIKPUKHYJI ACKaJlaHT, a ero TeJI0 OXBaTuJjia JiefeHslas KPpoBb aypa!l

B ToT e mur oT Tena Kas pa3nmerenuch MONHAHU, HEIIPOU3BONILHO yOAPss B pa3HbIe TOYKY rOpoda
CMeTas C JIUIa 3eMJIH IieJible PafioHbl. DTO OBLIA CHUJIA, KOTOPAs yKACHYJIA faXKe MPOTHBHUKOB!
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