Kaii omryIman, Kak MUHYTY CMEHsSIeT MUHYTA, a KaX[Iblii MUT PACTSITUBAETCS B BEYHOCTh. BEYHOCTH
HAIOJTHEHHYIO 00JIe3HeHHBIM OXKHUIAHNEM U HafleXKOOo# Ha CllaceHre, KOTOPOM Ha CaMOM [iefie He
OBLIIO.

Bnaprika 2KapHoro I'onona, Hacnaxkaasich MyYeHUSIME CBOEH KePTBBI, OUEBHUIHO, HEe CIIEIIN
HAHOCHUTD MOCTIETHUY yaap. B ero ria3Humax misican XKyTKANW OTOHb, @ YeIIOCTU IIOCTOSIHHO CTy4YallH
OPYT 0 Opyra, IeMOHCTPHUPYs Karo, Kak ero miaoTh moxkupaioT. C KaXXIeIM MIHOBEHHUEM, C KaXKIbIM
B3moxoM, Kaif omryiran, Kak ero cuja yrekaeT. Tejo MOCTOSHHO PEreHepHUPOoBalo, HO CKeJleT
CIUIIKOM OBICTPO OTPHIBAJT HOBBIE KYCKHU IIJIOTH. ..

Bce aT0 mpoposnkanoch yKe HeCKOJIbKO 4acoB, ¥ Biiafibika YMBIIIJIEHHO OCTaB/isin Kas OTHOXHYTH, C
HEKOU MepHONUYHOCThI0. Bech MCTEKINMH KPOBLIO, Kall BUCes Ha LIeMnsx, Jaxe He B CHIax
[IOLIEBEIUTHCS.

PaHee OH fae MOMBITAJICS IPEANPUHSTH HECKOIBKO MOIMBITOK KOHTPaTak. Ho HU 3HEPTHs, HU [yX,
He cpaboranu... 3amuTa Mactepa Chepsl Branbiku 3akoHa Oblyla CIMIIKOM CUJIBHA, YTOOH OBLIa
BO3MOXKHOCTb CXJIECTHYTBCSI C HUM. U ¢ KaXX[IbIM YacoM, Haflexkja Ha TO, UTO OH BCE JKe CMOXKeT
cOexaTh yIeTy4ruBanach...

Kak pa3 B 9TOT MOMEHT HacTajo oyepenHoe 3aTullbe. Biraprika 2KagHoro ['onopma gasan Kato
nepefoxXHyTh, Habmogast, Kak ero Tejao GopMupyeT HOBYIO IIJIOTh, BOCCTaHaBIUBasI cebsi ¢
YOHABUTELHOM CKOPOCTh. ['71a3a cKeseTa, ABa 6€3MOHHBIX OMyTa XKagHOCTU U MaHWU, CMOTPENX Ha
HEero, KakK Ha [0oTroxkaaHHoe 67100, KOTOPEIM OH cOOMpascs HacllafuThCs ellle pas.

Bokpyr HUX pa3paBajiiCh 3X0 CTOHOB U KPUKOB, JypMaHAIIKAX pa3yM. Ka3amoch, 4TO OHM UCXOMST OT
mapasuTa B rpyau ckeneTa. Korga ckeneTr Havas MOXKUpPaTh MI0Th Kasi, co3anock Blie4aTIeHHe, YTo
IIapas3uT JTUKYeT.

"9T0 KoHell, Keccusi? MBI CTaHeM IIJIeHHUKaMU 9TOro yonmogka?" — EfBa CIBIIIHO, MBEICTIEHHO
npoirenTtan Kal, 4yBCTBYs, KaK y HETO HE 0CTaBaJIoCh HUKaKUX BAPUAHTOB [JJISI COIPOTUBIIEHUS.

Bce aro Bpems Keccust Moyasta, TOJBKO eIMHOXKIH mompocuB Kas moTepmeTs. OHA aKTUBHO
IBITA/IaCh HAWTU BBIXOM M3 CUTYAIMH, HO Ka3aJ0Ch, CTOJIKHYIACh C TAKOM Ke TYMHUKOBOM IIPo6IIeMOii.

[Toka CKeJeT roroTas ¥ IPOAokKall HECTH BCIKYIO uyIilb, Kall mpoCTo MoMYan U 0XKuAan OTBETA
Keccunu. OH moHMMaJI, 4TO B 3TOM CUTYyaIluu Yy HETro OBa BapHaHTA...

[TepBBIil — CTATh IJIEHHUKOM M BEYHBIM YKMHOM 3TOTO CKeJIeTa, C HafleXKIOH, UTO B KaKOH-TO
MOMEHT OH CyMeeT BRIPBAThLCS ¥ OTOMCTHUTE. BTopoii — Keccus uTo-To mpumyMaet, u0o He 3ps OHa
BCE 9TO BpeMsl MOJIyaia, mo3Bojss Kawo cTpamgars.

— Moxellb OTOOXHYTH ellle MUHYTKY, fajlee 1 CHOBa HayHy Tpamne3y! Kxe-xe... — Mep3Ko nposons
KOCTSIHOM JIafloHBI0 110 Tpyau Kas, Kak 1o KyCKy COYHOT0 Msca, IPOU3HEC CKeJeT.

W B 3TOT Ke MOMEHT pa3pajcs rojgoc Keccuu. BoT TonmbKO ero 3Bydyanue HacTopoxuino Kas, u6o B
HEM YMTajlaCh HEYBEPEHHOCTh U TPEBOTa...

"Kaii... BoO3MOXHO eCTh OIMH BapuaHT... Ho g mepexuBalo, 4To OH yObeT Tebs." — co Bcew
Cepbe3HOCTHIO IPOM3HEecIa KopoieBa, — "B TakoM ciydae, s He 3HAl0, YTO JIy4llle BHIOPATh.
Bo3M0KHO, IIOMacTh B IIJIEH U UCKaTh nIobera OymeT 6oyiee pa3yMHBIM BHIXOOM." — CxKuMas 3y0nl
nobaBuiia OHa, MIOHKWMas, KakK y2KacHO 9TO 3ByUHT.

YcnpiaB Takou oTBeT, Kait mpekpacHo oco3Har, uTo Keccus He myTut. Eciu oHa roBopusia o ero



CMepTH C TaKoOMu CEPhE3HOCTHIO — 3HAYHUT HEJIb35 HEOOOLIEHNBATH pI/ICKI/I'

Bucs Ha nensx u taxeno gbita, Kayi, He nofgaBasi BUAY, MBICTIEHHO 0TBeTUN Keccuu: "[I14 Hadana
pacckaxuy B YEM COCTOUT TBOM IjlaH. Tak s XoTs Obl Oyoy MOHUMaTh, KaKOM ¥ MEHS eCTb BHIOOD..."

B Tako# 0TYasTHHOM CUTYyaI[M¥ CaMa BO3MOXKHOCTh HECKOIBKUX UCXOM0OB ObITIa 00HAIEeKUBAIOIIEH.
Taxk Kait xoTs1 ObI OyOeT UATH Ha PUCK 0CO3HAHHO, TPOHOJIXKas AepKaTh CBOIO Cyb0y B COOCTBEHHBIX
pyKax, a He OT[acT ee Bpary, Hajesch Ha 4ymo.

B ator MmomeHT Kaill yxke nepeneccs B [lyxoBHOe Mope, cMOTps Ha 03afgadeHHYy0 Keccutwo. B ee
rJla3ax YUTAJIOCh COMHEHUE U [aKe KaK0e-TO OTPULIaHKe, HO TaKxkKe TaM OBLI yKac, KOTOPHIH
IIOJIaBJISATI BCE OCTaIbHBEIE SMOIUN.

— Yo c ToOo, KoponeBa? — Haxmypusumich cipocun Kai, Hukorga npexpe He BuneBiui Keccuio
B TAKOM COCTOSIHUH.

— Ileno B TBOeW pomoCIOBHOM... TouHee B TOM POIOCIIOBHOM, UTO s Tebe mepenana... [IOMHUIIb, YTO S
CKasasla B IIePBYIO HAIlly BCTpeuy? B TOT MOMEHT, Korfia ajbsle OYCUHBI KPOBY BOIIJIA B TBOE TEJI0? —
Co Bceil Cepbe3HOCTHIO CIIPOCHUTIA OHA.

Kak TonbKO Mpo3ByYasy 3TH CJIOBA, B MBIC/SAX Kall BCIJIBIIM KapTUHEL AajIeKOT0 IPOIIIOTro, KOTfa OH
TIOIIIe]T Ha 3afjaHue II0 OlleHKe KHUTH. ITO OBIJI TOT POKOBOM IeHb, Koraa cyabOnl Kas u Keccuu
TIepenyenuch. BHUMaTeIbHO POSCh B CBOMX BOCIIOMUHAHUSX, Kall HEyBepeHHO MOIHSII I'J1a3a U C
IOI03PEeHEeM IIPOU3HEC:

— TrI cKa3ana, 4To ABYX Kalejb OygeT JOCTaTO4YHO... IMeHHO Ha 3TH CJI0Ba Thl HAMeKaellh? —
Hauunas xMmypuTthcs, cipocun Kaii. [1o 3TOro MOMEHT, OH HUKOTIa He BCIIOMMUHAI 3Ty Ppady, He
npupaBas el ocoboro cMmreicia. Ho ceffuac oH mocMOTpes Ha Hee COBEPIIEHHO MHAYe. ..

— HimenHno. 4 nepenana Tebe TOTBKO MaJe€HbKYI YaCTh, CMEIIAHHYIO CO CBOEHM POIOOCIIOBHOM aCypHI.
OcTanbHOe 5 0CTaBUIa B KHUTE, YTOOHI, II0CJIe BOCCTAHOBJIEHUS TeJIa, s CMOTIJIa Cpa3y XkKe BEepPHYTh
cebe mpomyio cuny. Bonee Toro, gait st Tebe Gosbie — ThI O MTHOBEHHO yMep. — C TBEPOOCTHIO B
ronoce cka3sasna Keccus, cunbHO ynousisas Kasd.

XoTs1 TOmOOHBIN IIOCTYIIOK He MOT CUMTAThCS YeM-TO IIJIOXUM, BCe XKe OH IOoKa3hiBajl, 4yTo Keccust
BCerja IpecieoBaia CBou nuuHble 1enu. Ho Kait He Mor BUHUTE ee, ©00 caM OBIIT TAKUM XKe...

— 4 nmonumato Te6si. Ho mouemy ThHI pelliniia pacckasaTh 00 3TOM UMEHHO ceiyac? — C MpUHSITHEM
npousHec Kaii, mennenHo nogxons K Keccuu u HeskHO 00HKMMas ee 3a TaJIuIo.

— IloToMy, 4TO ceryac MHOr0€ U3MEHUJIOCh... — TUXO npouenrtana Keccus, — Tel u3MeHUN
MHoOroe... Hamm oTHOIIeHUsT U3MEHUIIM MHOTO0€... — IOJHUMAs I'7la3a, Cepbe3Ho mo0aBuia oHa, —
rOTOBa MOXKEPTBOBATh BCEMHU OCTATKaMM POLOCIIOBHOM, YTOOHI THI CyMeJl BHIPBAThCS U3 3TOU
cMepTenbHOM cuTyanuu! Ho s 6010Ch, UTO Tl He BRIAEPKUIND 3TOM cuibl! — OmaparmuBas Kas,
TBEPIO 3asiBUJIa OeBYILKa.

Kak TonpKo mmpo3By4ana aTa ¢pasa, cepaue Kas 6ynro 6vr 3ameMusno. OH COBEPIIEHHO HE 0XKU[AJ,
yTo Keccust mpousHeceT UMeHHO 3TH cjioBa. OHa cama Oblzla IPEBHUM MaCTePOM, KOTOPHIM paHee
IOCTUT HEBEPOSITHHIX BBICOT. TakKe CYIeCTBa B IIEPBYIO OUYepedb IIPecaenyioT COOCTBEHHEBIE
sroucTudeckue nenu. Ee xkeanue :KepTBeHHOCTH ObIJIO ITPOCTO HOHCEHCOM!

— Ho Keccus, kak xe TBoe Tejo...  He mpuMy nogo0Horo! — Kayas royioBoii, BO3MYIIEHHO
npou3sHec Kawu.



— 41 mo6mio TeOs1, HO ST HE UOUOTKA. — elrle pa3 olllapairuBas Kasi, Belgana oHa, — B KHUTe
3arevaTaHa Mos PomociioBHas. Ho oHa HeomHOpogHa, n060 rmepen CMepThio s IOTJIOTHIA IPeBHee
Hacenue... [IpeBHIOI0 POMOCIOBHY0, 13-3a KOTOopo# B O6nactu [lomuHanuu [1710TH TOTOBEL
norubHyTh gaxe [ToxupaTenu 3akoHa. Kamiu UMeHHO 3TOi# POIOCIOBHOM, BMECTE C IIPUMECSIMHU
POMIOCIIOBHOM acyphl, THl U NIPHHSJ. — BriepBbie 3ar0OBOPUB O TaliHe, KOTOpPas 0 CUX Iop Onina
3aKpeiTa OT Kas, Beijana KOpoJjeBa.

— 4d... 4 He coBceM moHMMaMw... — Haxmypusmuch, mpobopmoTan Kait. OH Bcerfa moMHuUI 00 3TOM
BOIIPOCE, HO He OBIJI TOTOB, YTO OTBETHl HAYHYT BCIIJILIBATH B MTOMOOHBEIX 00CTOSATEILCTRAX.

— Ecnu g oTHeno 3Ty pogoCIoBHYIO OT CBOEH U nepefaM Tebe — eCThb IIaHC cracTuch. Ho Takxke
€CTb IIIaHC, YTO TH IIPOCTO YMPEIIb OT ee MOIIH. [laxe He Tak... ECTb MU3EDHBIN IIAaHC, YTO THI
BeIKMBeIlb! — CMOTps Ha Kast, 6yaro Ovl Kefasi, 4To0B UMEHHO OH Cefiall BEIOOD, IIPOU3Heca
Keccus.

— A 4TO Cc TBOUM TeJIOM... YTO C TBOEU KyNbTUBalMe? — Bce Tak:Ke BO3Bpallasich K MPeAbIAyLIIEMY
BOIIpOCY, nepecrpocun Kau.

— 4 ocTaBIo CBOI POOCIIOBHYIO aCyphl. EC/Ti MbI BRIKMBEM, OJ1arofgaps e, ThH C JIEBTKOCTHIO
CMOXKeIllb BOCCTAHOBUThL MO€ TeJI0. A 4TO HaCueT MOe KyJIbTUBALlMU... — Ha MUT 3aMoOJjidyajia OHa, —
[TpenwioyIIyio CUITy S He BEPHY, U MHE IIPUAETCS IOTPATUTD ThICSUeNIeTHsI, YTOOb HaBEPCTaTh
ynymeHHoe. Ho 9To nydiie, yeM 1o3BONIUThL TeOe ymMepeTb. — Huuero He CKphiBasi, 00bsSICHUIA
Keccusi.

B atoT MmoMmeHT B cepatie Kast pasnunach BojiHa 0071, HO IIPU 9TOM U Telljia. PaHee OH BCerga
OCTaBJISJI MBICTIb, YTO B OymyiieM Keccrs MoXkeT OCTaBUThL CBOM Iienu Bhille Kasi. Breicuiuii Mup —
3TO MECTO, T{le MacTepa IPeciiefyi0T COOCTBEHHBIN MTyTh, ¥ B KPUTUYECKOM CUTYAIMH KaXKIbIN
BeIOepeT ceOsi. Ho ceiiuac, oHa Oblyla TOTOBaA IONTHU Ha XKePTBY, TOIbKO 4TOOH naTh Kato maHc
CIIaCTHUCH!

— Ho... — Xoren emie pa3 Bo3pa3uTh Kaii, BOT TonbKo Keccus ero nepe0una.

— XBatut. Ham HykHO IpUHATH pelnenue. Tebe HYKHO IPUHSTD pellleHne! — CTaHOBSICh
XJITaDHOKPOBHOM, OYATO TOTOBSCh K CMEPTENIbHOM CXBaTKe, BHIKPUKHYJIA NEBYIIKA.

— 4 6yny MenyieHHO BIMBATh B Te0s IPEBHIO POAOCIIOBHYIO, ITOKA 3TOT yOI0m0K OyneT Tebs
TIOXKUPaTh. [Iapa3uT BHYTPH HEro OymeT TaK¥kKe HACHIIAThCS €10, BOT TOIBKO Y 9TOH POMOCIOBHOM
MO2KeT OBITh TOJIBKO OUH BIIafesell... ECIIU Thl BHIIEPXKUIIL — CMOXKEIIb UCII0Ib30BaTh 3TOT MOMEHT
B CBOIO ITOJT3Y! BOIIPOC B TOM, He yMpEIIlb JI¥ THI, TI0Ka GyOels J0XKUIATHCS TOTHOTO 0T IOIIeHHUST
IpeBHeH pomocioBHOM! — Ha ogHOM ORIXaHWK CKa3ajia OHa, BEIKJIAMbIBAs BECh IJIaH, KOTOPHIH 10 CUX
TIOD BEPTEJICS B ee yMe.

YcnrimaB 9T0, Kail TOMbKO B3TIOTHY, TIOHUMaSs, YTO Me[IUTh O0mbille HeNMb3d. EMy maxe He HyKHO
OBLIIO YTOYHSTH, UTO UMeHHO Keccusi uMmeeT B Buny, n00 ogoOHEBIM TPIOK OH KOTIa-TO IIPOfeNal C
Koponewm [1eMoHOB. ENMHCTBEHHOE OT/IMYME B TOM — YTO Celyac BCe BHIIIJIO Ha HOBEIY YPOBEHB!

— Ecnu 51 mepenam Tebe BCIO POOOCIIOBHYIO, ¥ THI CMOXKEIITh BEIAEPKATh 3TO... Torma B Tebe OymeT
OOCTATOYHO CHJIEI, YTOORI MUCTAHIIMOHHO COXKPATh 9TOr'0 IMapa3uTa. ITH CKEJIeThl Pa3BHUBAIOT
BUJOM3MEHEHHYI0 TEXHUKY Ky/lIbTUBaIUU Teja. OHU HUKOTga He CMOTYT IIPOTHUBOCTOSTDh 3TOU
pomocioBHOM... [Jaxe HUKTO B OOnactu [lomunanuu [Imotu He cMoxkeT! — Eire pa3s yBepss Kag,
BBIZlajIa OHA.

Korpga Kaii ycrnbiiian Takuie TPOMKHE CJI0Ba, OH OYKBaJIbHO OMEIINI. ITO OBIJI0O CPOSHU TOMY, YTOOHI



CKa3aTh 00 9HEPruu, KOTOPYI0 GyIeT CII0KHO cuepKaTh BceM B O6acTu [loMUHAIMY JHEPTUH.

B ator MmomenT Kait BcmoMHM c10Ba Keccuu, 4T0 B ee MUpPe POLOCIIOBHBIE MOTYT KOH(PIMKTOBATD,
YTO fejlaeT KPOBb Bpara HEIIPUTOAHOU [OJ1s KyJIbTUBAlMU... TOTga OHa U CKa3aJsla, 4YTO TOJIbKO
IlepefiaHHas €10 POMOCIOBHAsS MOXKET JaThb BO3MOXKHOCTE IIOTJIOIIEHUSI KPOBU BCEX CYIIECTB...

Bce 3T0 Hayano MeJIeHHO CKJTafbIBaThCS B OOIIMM Ma3yl, BEIPUCOBLIBas neper Kaem oyeHb CTpaHHYIO
KapTuHy. Kasanocs, 4To OH OelCTBUTENIbHO He 0CO3HaBaJl, Y4eM UMEeHHO OH 00lafaeT BCe 3TH
CTOJIETHUS. ..

— Keccwus... Ypt0 MMEHHO POJOCIIOBHYIO THI MHe Iepenaia? — C HaCTOPOXKEHHOCTHIO cripocun Kawu,
TIOJIHOCTBIO 3a0BIBast O TOM CUTYyallMu B KOTOPOM celiyac HaXOOUTCSI eT0 HACTOSIIee Telo.

Kak TonbpKOo 3TOT Bompoc cneten ¢ ycT Kast, Keccust cxkana 3y6s1, 6ynTo OBl He 3HAsI, HYXKHO JIK
TOBOPUTH MpaBAy. Ho oco3HaBast, 4To, BO3MOXKHO, OHM 00a CKOPO YMPYT WJIM IOMAAYT B IJIEH, OHA
Cepbe3Ho IOCMOTpe B r11a3a Karo u nmpousHecna:

— O6mnacte JomuHaiuy [110TH OTIMYaeTCs OT TBOEro Mupa... Haire BrICcIIee Hacjiemue He HCUe3Tio,
a repefaBaoch U3 MOKOJIEHUS B MoKojieHne. B O6mactu [JoMmuHauu [1710TH Bcerpa CyIeCTBOBal
BBICIIMY MacTep, KOTOPHIU OB TOYKOM OajlaHca MeXy BCEMHU perrnoHaMu U pacamu. OH OBl
curnbHee Bcex [ToxupaTene 3akoHa, u0o o6mafan cunbHEeHIIeN POIOCIOBHOM... POmoCIoBHOH,
KOTOPYIO XOTENHX 3all0y4YuTh Bce MacTepa! — HaunHasa u3ganeka, Mpou3Hecia KOpojeBsa.

— EcTecTBeHHO, UTO yOUTH OJOOHOTO MacTepa OBIJI0 HEBO3MOXKHO, lake 00beIMHUB CUIIBI BCEX
[Toxwuparene# 3akoHa! — omapamuBas Kas, mpousnecna Keccust, — B O6nmactu Jomunauuu ITnotu
€CTb Tpagulyd... Pa3 B HECKOJIBKO MUJIJIMOHOB JIET, KOTa 3TOT yKacCalIllIui MacTep YMUPAET, OH
noOPOBOJILHO OCTAaBIIIET CBOIO POJOCIIOBHYIO. B TOT leHb HaunHaeTcsl BokHa [loxkupaTenei 3aKoHa,
KOTOpHIE CpakalTCs 3a IIPaBO CTaTh €0 IPEEMHUKOM. ..

Korpa mpo3By4yanu 3Tu coBa, Kaii yxke moHuMarn K 4emy KioHUT Keccusi. OH MOHUMAJ, 4TO
CJIeyIoIIue CJI0Ba IIPOCTO B30PBYT €ro CO3HaHuUe!

— TToMHwUIIB, ST TOBOPHJIA, YTO COBEPINNIIA HEIPOCTUTEbHEIN Ipex B O6mactu [TomuHamuu [Inotu? —
XJIaAHOKPOBHO CIIPOCHJIa KOpOjeBa, — f Ta, KTO 3all0/Iydnia 3Ty POLOCIOBHYIO, HO HE yCIesa €10
IIPAaBUJIBHO BOCIIOJIb30BAThCS. MOM I'pex COCTOUT B TOM, UTO 5 OexKajla OT Bparos, YHOCS 3Ty
ponocmoBuyio u3 O6nactu [Jomunaiuu 10Ty, 3abupas riaBHOe Haclegue 1eoro Mupa. — CxkuMas
Ky/naku, go0aBuia OHa.

— Keccus... Tak ybg XKe 3TO pOJIOCTIOBHaﬂ? — Crnerka nonsTUBILIKACH Ha3af, HpO60pMOTaJ'I Kaii.

— Jlymato, 4TO THI y2Ke U caM MOHAN... ITO pofociioBHas Epetuueckoro bora! — Cnosa Keccuu
IIPO3By4Yalu KakK I'PoM cpenu sicHoro Heba, 3actaBnas yM Kas 3arpemnerats. [IpaBga, KOTOPYIO OH
JKaXX[jal y3HaTh [I0YTH BCIO CBOI0 XKW3Hb, OKa3aJlach CIUIIKOM HEBEPOSATHOU!
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