JTtoK oTBepr ero. OH UCIOPTHUIT KU3Hb CBOEMY CBHIHY - CBOEMY JOPOrOMYy HEONBITHOMY CHIHY -
YMCTBEHHO U puaudecku. U Bce ke JIIOK CyMeIl BEI3BOJIUTh €r0 U3 IyYWHBI ThMBI U BEI3BATh U3 HETO
CBET, TOT CBET, KOTOPHIM Hen30eXKHO CIlac raJakTuky. I1o Bone Cusl Bce XKepTBH MMnepuu ObIH
OTOMILIEHEL.

U 1yT OH novyBCcTBOBaJ 3T0. Yepe3 Cuily OH 4yBCTBOBAJI, KaK AXKegau OBUXKYTCS 110 TajlaKTUKe, KaK
OynTO OH HUKOIMIa He YHUYTOXKAJl UX MHOTO JIEeT Ha3ajl CO CBOUM HafeXKHBIM jernoHoM 501-ro Kamus.
OH TakXe OIIyIaJ TEMHYIO CTOPOHY U YYBCTBOBAJI CBOET'0 CTAPOr0 YUUTENIS.

Hapta Cupuyca.

B03MO0XKHO 11, 9TO ero OBIBIINK YYKUTENIb BEIKUII IIOCJIe IIpeiaTelbCTBa Ha BTOPor 3Be3ne CmepTu?
OHaKWH He cTaJl ObI COMHEBATHCS B 3TOM. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, OH CMOT KJIOHHPOBATh CBOETO OBIBIIIETO
y4eHuka ['anena Mapexka.

[ToaTOMy OH IIpefiIosaraeT, YTO eMy IIPUOETCS MOKOHYUTh CO CTAPUKOM eIlle pas.

HNmnepaTtop He paccunuTan Bermepa, OH HOBEPUII CBOMM TalHBIM COIO3HMKAM CJIEOUTh 3a CBOUM
OBIBIIMM y4YuTENIeM, YTOOBI, KOTHa TOT IIOMBITaeTCS IIPUMEHUTh CBOU CTaphle MIPUEeMEl, KaK TOJIbKO
Belinep mopa3uT ero, OH CMOT OBl IOMeIIaTh 3TOMY. BONBIIMHCTBO €T0 areHTOB IipefiaHkl Belinepy, oH
HeHaBuaen MMmnepaTopa 1 OBIT TOTOB CMOTPETH, KaK TOT BOH3AET €My B CIIMHY CBOM OarpoBhIH
CBETOBOM MeY, a IPYTUX, IPefaHHbIX OLIBIIEMY YUHUTEII0, OH YHUYTOXKAJI ITOJ JTI00BIM ITPEIOToM, a
TaKXKe He JeJIUIICS CBOMMHU IIJTaHaMH I10 CBepxKeHut0 Cuguyca my6auyHo, 4ToOw Te u3 MMmnepuu, KTo
Ol cTporo npepad Cunuycy, OBIIU B Kypce.

OpHako DHAKKH OOBOJILHO OBICTPO IIPUINENT K BHIBOAY, YTO BO BCEM 3TOM HHIIUEHTE €CTh YTO-TO
HETIPaBUJIbHOE, ¥ 3TO IOATBEPK/AIOCh TeM, YTO OH IIOUYBCTBOBAJI IPUCYTCTBUE, KOTOPOTO He
OLIyIIAJ C TeX IOop, Kak... Kak...

"Tlamme".

Co BCceMH 3THMH BOIIPOCAMH U JUJIEMMaMH, BO3HUKAIOIUMHU B €70 T0JI0Be, DHAKWH CHesIall
eIUHCTBEHHOE, YTO OH MOT CfieJiaTh: OH yIasl Ha KOJIEHHU U MOTPYy3ujICS B MEOUTALUIO.

"Haxoxych i1 51 B 3arpobHOM Mupe?"

Cuna 3a3BeHella OTpUILlaHUEM, YIUBUB JHAaKKWHA. OH BEpHJI, YTO HAXOOUTCS B 3arpOOHOM MUpe
BMeCTe CO CBOMM OpaToM M OCTAbHBIMU AXKenasMu. Ho Kak OH MOXKeT YyBCTBOBATh [IKEaeB,
KOTOPHIE YMEPJIU U TaK U He Hay4YWJINCh CTAHOBUTHCS €IUHBIM I1eIbIM ¢ Cumoi? YTo, eciiu OH IIPOCTO
CXOOuT C yMa?

"9 xkus?"

Cuna 3BeHUT Ipu3HaHUEM, CHOBa yAuBIAS JHakuHa. Kak? OH ke morub Ha BTopol 3Be3ne CMepTH,
€CJIX TOJbKO...

"4l mepeMecTUICS BO BpeMeHHU?"

Cumnbl CHOBA 3a3BEHEH B 3HAK IIPU3HAHUS, YTO, K OOJIBIIOMY YOUBIEHUIO DHAKWHA, HE MOXKET He
pamoBath. 3HauuT, Cuna pelnusia MepPeHecTd ero B MPoIioe?

OH He 3HAJI, YTO UMEHHO ITOYYBCTBOBATh, KpOMe yauBIieHus. MoxeT ObTh, 061eryenue? PackasHue?



B ero co3HaHWY IPOMETBKHYIIH JIMIIA BCEX TeX, KOTO OH BUOEI MOTHOIIMMH [0 U IIOCJIe CBOETO
TaJleHusT Ha TEMHYIO CTOPOHY, XOTsI, KOHEYHO, OHM OBbIIM TOpa3mo Mojioxke! MM He IPUIIITIOCH
CTOJIKHYTBCSI C TPABMUPYIOIIUMHU PeaTusIMU BOMHEI, CMEPTH ¥ KECTOKOCTH !

Bce Te, KTO moru6 paHbllle, CMOTJIM BHIXKUTH U MIPOXKUTH KU3Hb TUO0 nyyie, mubo xyxe. BHyTpu
HEero 3aKuIlaeT Jierkas PafocTk: 3a Math, [lagme, Kopne, Tekly 1 MHOTHUX BEPHBIX eMy ObIBIINX
ooros 501-ro.

OpHaKo mepen HUM BCe ellle CTOUT mpo0ieMa... ero moiogoe "s". XoTsa HaKuH Ipenmnodes Obl
OCTaThCS IOJl UMeHeM OHaKHWH, OH He MOXKEeT JOIYCTUTh, YTOOH fxKenau Uy [lanmaTuH y3HaIu
IIpaBay U 3aKJIIOUUIIA €r0 TUYHOCThL B paMKu cBoero OppeHa unu Pecmy6iauku. Tak 4To ums Beiiep
IIOIOMOeT eMy Ha JaHHBEIM MOMEHT U [0 TeX 10D, I0Ka OH HaXOOUTCS B 9TOM BpeMeHH. Ero
CHMBOJIMKa OymeT u3BecTHAa Kak Beimep, HECMOTPS Ha TO, YTO [AXKeHau U CUTXH OyOyT IBITaThCs
BHISICHUTD €r0 IIPEeABbICTOPHIO U TO, KaK UM II0YEMY OH OKa3aJiCs 3[0eCh U ceilyac.

C atoro momeHTa Beiifep u JHakuH CKallyoKep - pa3Hble JIIOU BO BCEM, KpOMe KPOBU U AYIIN.
Ceiiuac ero MBICTTU OBUIM 3aHSTHL OPYTHM...

ToyHOe cuMBONIMYECKOE 3HAUeHKe 3Be3nbl CMepTH HEOOHO3HAYHO, XOTS 0Ha, 6e3yCJI0BHO, SIBNIIETCS
CAMBOJIOM 371a. C OIHOY CTOpOHEI, 3Be3na CMepTH - 3TO IPAKTU4YECKU KOLTYHCTBEHHLIN IIPUMED
IPEKJIOHEHUs TeXHUKHU neper npuponoi. CTaHIug pa3MepoM C JIyHY, HCKyCCTBEHHBIM MUD,
o01aiarouuil [OCTaTOYHOM OTHEBOM MOINBI0, YTOOBI OMHUM BHICTPEJIOM YHUYTOXUTH HaCTOSIIYIO
nnaHeTy. OfHakKo Korga MoTTH coBepinaeT oKy, Ha3BaB CTaHIKIO B IPUCYTCTBUU Beliepa
"BRICIIEN cuIloM BO BceneHnHoi", Belimep OLICTPO MCIPABISET €ro, CHavasa HallOMHUB, YTO €T0
"TeXHOJIOTUYECKUY yKac" HUYTO 10 cpaBHEeHUIO ¢ CUJION, a 3aTeM CUJIOU 3aCTaBUB MOAUYUHUTHCA. C
OPYTOX CTOPOHEI, Beiifep u caM B HEKOTOPOM pofe "TeXHOJIOru4YeCcKuy yxac", a Ummneparop,
TJIaBHBIY BBIPA3UTEJIb TEMHOM CTOPOHBI CUJIEI, OY€eHb JII0OUT cBou 3Be3asl CMEPTH, TaK YTO
IIPOTHUBOCTOSHKE He TIOJIHOE.

B KoHeuHOM uTore 3Be3ga CMepTH OJUIIETBOPSET CO00M BPOKIEHHYIO XPYIIKOCTh laXke CaMOM
MOIITHOM TexHoJIoruu. Kak 3BOKM HEOXKUOAHHO CMOTJIM 0o0eauTh IeruoH MMmnepaTopa, Tak u 3Be3[Ih
CMmepTu OBITM YHUYTOXKEHH HEOXKUIAHHBIMU CUJIaMU, K KOTOPHIM TEXHOJIOTUS He MOTJjia
noaroToBUThCs. O6e 3Be3nbl CMepTH OBIIM 00peydeHs! Ha Th0esib, 3TO ObIJIM TEXHOJIOTHYEeCKHe
KOIIIMapkl, 02KU[IaBIINe CBOEro Yaca. Ecnu Obl IMIepust Haxogumach oA KOHTPojieM Belimepa, oHU
HUKOTHA He OblI OBl TOCTPOEHHEI.

Beiinep BIepBhIe 3a [OIT0€ BpeMs MOXKET IMPUHSITDH penieHne. JHakKuH CKaiyokep OymeT nmydiie
KOHTPOJIMPOBATh CBOM IMOLIKHU, OH He OyHeT HeyoauyHUKOM, HOPMaJIbHBEIM [XKeJaeM C TOUKU 3PeHus
CoBera mxemaeB, moka CHOUYC MBITAETCS €r0 Pa3BPaTUTh. Y HETO [OMXKeH OBITh YUUTENb, He
CIUIIKOM oclierieHHb Kogekcom. Ilpu Bcex HemocTaTkax OOu-BaHa, OH He TOTOB K TOMY, YTOOH
CTaTh IIaJlaBaHOM B JAHHHIM MOMEHT".

Mricnu Beliepa cpa3y ke obpartunuch K O0u-BaHy, ero crapuiemy 6paTy, KOTOPOTO OH MOT
130aBUThH OT TATOT. XOTS IIPOIIIO HEMAJI0 BpeMeHU, OHU BCe XKe ITOTOBOPHUIIN, OTOPOCHB
Pa3HOIIacHs, ¥ UX CBSI3b CTasa elle Kpernde. CMepTh, KOHEYHO, He BAPHUAHT, a 3HAYHUT, OH JOJIXKEH
HapymuTh Komekc mxkemaeB KenoOu. 1o mpaBuibHO. KeHOOM ITOMOT €My CTaTh €IUHBIM IIeJIBIM C
Curnoii, ¥ OTHENIUTH ero OT BhicoKoMepust OpeHa axkenaeB ObII0 ObI MPaBUILHO. B KOHIIe KOHIIOB,
Beilimep HUKOTIA HE CMOXKET YOUTh CTapHKa.

Hanee - CoBeT mxkenaeB. HecMOTpst Ha Bce CBOM omaceHus, Belimep He MOXKeT HalTH B ce0e CHJITBI
TIOJIHOCTBIO TpoCcTUTh OpHeH aKemaeB, KOTOPEIYA obpalliasicsi C HUM Kak C MyCOpPOM, KOTOPHIM 6e3



KonebaHui nHCLeHUpoBan cMepTh O0u-BaHna, KoTopkiit n3rHan Acoky u3 OpaeHa u Ovl 6oee yemM
TOTOB ITO3BOJIUTh €¥ OBITh Ka3HEHHOM, YTOOLI CTEPETH C JIMIIA 3eMJIU CBOM CJIEOBI, KOTOPHIN CTOSIT B
CTOpPOHE ¥ HUYEeTro He fefal, ToKa Koppynuus B Pecry6irke cTaHOBUTIACH Bee rinyOxe. HecMoTps Ha
3TO, OH XKeJlaeT UM He Kpaxa, a HOBOT'O BOCXOXK/IEHUSI.

U Tyt Belimep CNBILIUT €T0 ¥ YyYBCTBYET, KaK IOOHUMAETCS KeJT4b, KOTa OH CMOTPUT Ha FOPOf; 3TO
ObL1K GaTaIbOHBI 00EBHIX IPOXUIOB, MAPIIUPYIOUINX Ha ropon Teun, U X0Ts UX NeNCTBUS He BUIHEL
€My K3-3a TOTO, 4YTO OH HaXOAUTCS B II0JIe, OH y2Ke 3HaeT, 4To npoucxogut. Toprosas Oemepanus
3axBaTHUT IJIaHeTy. M3-3a c60eB B IporpaMMupoBaHuy 60€BOr0 OPOXa, B YaCTHOCTH, B
pacro3HaBaHUU YTPO3, HECKONIbKO 6e30PYKHAIX rpaxkaaH OyayT 1o omunbKe pacCTpessHbl. X0Ts
Belinep, K cBOeMy OTOPYEHUIO, HE MOT IIPEIOTBPATUTh BCE KaTaCTPO(DHI, BEI3BaHHBEIE ITUMU
HEKOMIIETEHTHEIMU IPOUaMU, OH MOT, 110 KpalHel Mepe, TapaHTUPOBaTh, YTO ero OyayIlas xkeHa
BBIKUBET, BeIlb MEHbIIIe BCET0 eMy X0TeJIoCh Obl, YTOOH! OHa Iorubiia B pe3yiabTaTe KaKOro-To
JKEeCTOKOI'0 IT0BOPOTA.

B ero romoBe moCTOSTHHO BO3HMKAJIM BUAEHUS O TOM, KaKOH MoTJia ObI OBITH €ro KU3Hb, €CJIH OBl OH
BeIOpas [TagMe u cBeT, a He Cuanyca U XKHU3Hb BO TbMe B OBITHOCTL ero TeMHBIM JIopmoM. OH ObiT OB
c JTiokom u Jleeli, cMor OB BCTPETUTHCS CO CBOMMHU BHYKaMH BO IIJIOTH U He OBITT OBl TEM YYIOBUIILIEM,
KOTOPHIM CTal...
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