He B epBuI pa3 oH omudaeTCs.

Brauane ans 9HaknHa CKallyoKepa HaCTymuia ThMa - 6e3rpaHuyHOe TeHeBOe I[apCTBO, II0X0XKee Ha
BCeJleHHYI0 0e3 3Be3n. Ho BOT rae-To Ha Kpalo ero CO3HaHHUS MOSIBISETCS JaleKuil Meplalolui CBeT,
a 3aTeM OH CJIBILIUT rOJI0C: "JHAKuH".

I'onoc oka3zancs 3HaKOMBIM.

XoTs y OHaKMHa yX&Ke He OblIO HU Tejla, HU PTa, YTOOBI TOBOPUTH, OH KaKMM-TO 00pa30oM OTBedaeT:
"Obu-Bau? Yuurennb, MHe Tak Xajib. O4eHb, OUYeHbk..."

"OHaKWH, CITyllall BHUMATEINbHO", - pephiBaeT ero O6u-BaH, 1 OHAKWH MOHUMAET, YTO JaJIEKUM CBET
CTAHOBUTCS TO JIA IpUe, TO 1 O1xKe, a MOXKET ObITh, U TO, U APYyToe. "ThHl HaxomuIIbCcsl B Mupe Cuih,
HO €CJIY Thl KOTIa-HUOYIb 3aX0Uelllb BEPHYTHCS B TEJIECHOE IIPOCTPAHCTBO, TO Y MEHS ellle eCTh Koe-
YTO, UeMy s MOTy Te0st HayuuTh. Kak cTaTh emUHBIM 11eibiM ¢ Cuitoii. Ecnu Thl BEIOEPEIh 3TOT MYTh K
feccMepTHIO, TO CIIylIail celyac, oKa TBOe CO3HaHMeE He TIOMepKJIIo".

[ToHUMas, YTO UCKYNIUTh €0 HEBO3MOXKHO, JHAaKUH crnpawmusaet: "Ho, YuuTens... mouemy g?"

"TIoTOMY 4YTO THI IOJIOKUJI KOHEIl y2Kacy, JHaKuH", - oTBedaeT O0u-BaH. "IIoTOMY YTO THl UCIIOTHUI
IIPOPOYECTBO".

CBeT Temepb OB OUEHB SIPKUM.

[TepBas MBICIH DHAKMHA - UYTO OH CMOXKET CHOBa YBUMETH CBoux meTed. OH rosoput: "Cracubo,
y4uTesnn".

[TpoxoguT COBCEM HEMHOT'0 BpEMEHHU, U CYIIHOCTh JHAKKHA nepexoquT B Cuimy. C IOMOIIBIO CBOETO
CTaporo MacTepa OH CyMeJl HayYUThCS BeUHOU KU3HU, YTOOH XKUTh B 3arpo6HOM Mupe. OH
6rmarogapeH ctapoMy MacTepy 3a TO, UTO TOT II03BOJIMII EMY YBUAETh TOPKECTBO CBOETO CHIHA U
[ToBcTaHueB. CIUIIKOM JOJITO BCS TallaKTHKa, KakK M JHAKWH, HaXOQUJIach B IieHy y Cupuyca, HO
Terepb Bce OHU cBOOOmHEL. M Bce 9T0 Gnarogaps JIroky Ckaityokepy.

JHaKUH OyMaeT O TOM, CO CKOJIbLKMMHU JIIOOBMU OH BOCCOEOUHHUTICS. U Bce ke MHOTHE OXKedau,
CTaBIIN€ €JUHBIM IIEJIbIM C Cunoii, c4uTaOT JHAKMHA HEeUCKYIINMEBIM;

yOun 6ecuyncIeHHOe KOIMYEeCTBO AKeOaeB, Kak BO BpeMs Benukoi YUCTKY [IKeIaeB, TakK U IMOCTe
Hee, IoaaepKai 6e3XKaT0CTHOTO AUKTATOPa B YCTAHOBJIEHUH TOTAJIUTAPHOT'0 PeXKHUMa, KOTOPHIH
IIPUILETT HA CMEHY CTOJIb XKe KOPPyMIUpoBaHHOU ["anakTudeckoy Pecrny6nuke, youn 6e30pyKHOTO
IJIeHHUKA, TIpeall CBOI0 KIATBY BepHoCcTH OpHeHy mxkemaes u PecnyOnuke, yOUI HEYTOOHEIX €My
o(uilepoB, BMECTO TOTO YTOOH TOHU3UTh WX B 3BAHUM WITH IIOCAUThH B TIOPbMY, ITHITal COOCTBEHHYIO
Io4Yb 3a MHGpopManuio 00 AnbsSHCe IIOBCTaHIIeB, 663 KOMMEHTApPHEB ¥ IPOTECTOB HAOMIOMal, Kak
3Be3ma CMepTH YHUUTOXKUIA IEYIO0 TIAHETY, ¥ TAKUM 00pa30M CTajl COy4aCTHUKOM YOUMCTBa,
CIIY2KUJI IMYHEIM TTaJla¥0M U UCIIOJIHUTENIeM THPaHWYecKoro MmmeparTopa, yOua 3aKOHHOe
PYKOBOZICTBO IIPOTHBOOOPCTBYIOIIETO IPABUTEILCTBA, PACIIPABUBLINCE C MuaepaMu KoHdemepalmu
HE3aBUCHMEIX CHCTEM, laxKe MBITalICT YOuTh Ha MycTadape coOOCTBEHHYIO XeHY, 6epeMeHHYI0 B TO
BpeMs HePOXIeHHEIMU OIM3HEeIlaMH, a TaKXKe CBoero OnIBIIero MacTepa.

Y OnakuHa ObIT0 Ts1Kesoe neTcTBo. OH ObiT paboM 6e3 HafieKOHl Ha Ty XKU3Hb, KOTOPYIO XOTeJl:
2Kusnb mxenas. Ero nepseiit oten; KBai-I'on [[:KuHH OB yOUT BCEro Yepe3 HECKOJIBKO OHEM Moce
3HAKOMCTBa ¢ HUM. EMy mpuinocs 6pocuTh MaTh pagu 00y4eHus [KelaeB, U ero YUYUIIU OCTaBUTh
CBOM 3TOM3M, XOTS 9TO OBIJI0O @IMHCTBEHHOE, YTO MOOYKIajio ero CTaTh AxkenaeM. Ero HacTaBHUK
O6u-BaH, X0Ts u ObIT eMy OPaTOM BO BCEX OTHOIIEHUSX, BCe Ke He MOT IOHSTh €0 TaKUM, KaKOi OH



€CTh.

3aTeM oH BcTpeTun [lagme, KOTopas CTaja AJis HEro CBSI3YIOIIMM 3BEHOM C MUPOM 3a IIpefielaMu
MHpa JKemaeB, B KOTOPOM OH Obin 3amepT. OHa Oblyla e IMHCTBEHHBIM YeJIOBEKOM, KOTOPHIM 3aCTaBHUII
€ro0 MIOBEPHUTh, YTO €CTh YTO-TO, PAOu YEro CTOUT XKUTh. Ho KOT[a OH IOIMBITAJICS YBUAETH CBOI0 MATh,
yTOOBI BHOBb CTATh YJIEHOM CEMbH, OHA yMepJia y Hero Ha pykax. M 4To elre xyxe, OH IpeaBUOes 3TO
BO CHe, HO HUYero He MOT C 9THM IIofesiaTh. 5ok ogoneBaeT ero, ¥ OH IMOCTEIIEHHO OTHAETCS TeMHOMH
CTOPOHE.

[TogmaBuIMCh MaHUNYISAIMAM [lannaTiHa, OH IIOBEPUJI, UTO €T0 APY3bsl U CeMbsI HACTPOEHHI IIPOTUB
Hero, Ho JII0OK pa3Besiji 3TOT TyMaH, KOoTfia IoMor eMy 1nobenuts Cupnyca U YHUUTOXKUTh VMIiepuio.

OHakKWH 3Hal, 4YTO ero 3/I00esHUS YKe He UCIIPaBUTh, ¥ 3TO COXKaJeHNe OCTaHEeTCS C HUM HaBE4YHO,
faxe Iocjue Toro, Kak JItok u Jles ctanyT eguHsl B Cuie.

Bce ObIJIO He Tak, Kak JOIXKHO OBIJIO OBITH, HO 3TO IPUHOCHUT CTPAHHOE CIIOKOMCTBHE, KOTOPOTO OH HE
YYBCTBOBAJ YK€ HECKOJIbKO IECITUIETHH.

B03MO0KHO, 3TO IPUBOOUT K IIOJIHOMY KDYTY.

Belinep HUKOTIA He MOT, B HEKOTOPOM CMBICJIE, CYUTATh 9TO HACTOSIINM UCKyIIeHrneM. OH OB He
XOPOIINM 4YeJIOBEKOM, a YyHOBHIIEeM, HEJOCTOMHEIM IpoIeHrs. HaKOHEI-TO OH MOXKeT THUTH B
HECKOJIbKMX aflax CHIlbl, KOTOPHIE, KaK OH 3HAET, OH 3aCJTyKUJI, HE3aBUCUMO OT YTBEPXKIEHUHN ero
CBIHA O TOM, YTO OH XOPOIIKH YeJIOBEK.

Heno He B "cnacenuu JIioka". 3TO 0TKa3 OT TEMHOM CTOPOHH 1 yOuiicTBO MMmeparopa 1eHou
cOOCTBEHHOM XKU3HU. BUIeTh, Kak ero ChlH CTpajaeT U YMUPAET, - 3TO MOTUBAIUs, HO Belnep menaet
ropasno 0osblile, 4YeM IIPOCTO ClacaeT ONHOro YesoBekKa. OH HaKOHEI-TO 0CO3HAeT U PacKauBaeTCs B
TOM, BO 4TO NIPEBPATHUIICS, ¥ [eJIaeT TO, YTO HUKTO APYIOM He CMOT CHesaTh, XOTs U C OI03[JaHneM Ha
OBaOUaTh C JIUIIHUM JIET: OH YHAUTOXKAaeT 3JI0T0 OpraHu3aTopa, KOTOPHIY SBISETCS ITIaBHOU
IPUYUHOMN Tubeny MUIMOHOB, €CIIM He MUJIINAPHOB iofel. Bce, KTo orub B pe3ynbTaTe BOWH,
BOCCTAHUM ¥ CMEPTENIbHBIX MOTIUTUYECKUX UTP CO BCEX CTOPOH, MOrubIK MoToMy, 9To I[lannatun
XOTeJI OJIyYUTh HeOTPaHUUYEHHYIO BIIaCTh.

Y OHakwuHa OBITIO IBa IIaHCa, IPaBMa, OOWH - BO BpeMs pa3obaadenus [lanmaTrHa ¥ Mo3xe, Korma
MacTep BuHmy GBI psimoM, YTOOR OCTAHOBHUTH €ro. [0 MOC/IefHero OH HUKAK He MOT OTIYCTUTD TO, 3a
YTO IBITAJICS YIEMUThCS: KOMEeKCH IKemaes, XKU3Hb [lafiMe, CBOI0 COOCTBEHHYIO, HO B KOHIIE KOHIIOB
OH TIOHSIJI, YTO [JOJI2KEH IOJIOXKUTEL 3TOMY KoHell. OH YHHYTOXKaeT MMmepaTopa U CIiocoOCTByeT
nafeHnio MMIepuy, O He IPOCTO CllacaeT CBOEro ChIHA.

Beiimep, yuenuk [lapta Cuguyca, IloBenutens cUTX0B, BepX0OBHEIN I'lTaBHOKOMaHAYIOLIUN
lamakTu4eckoit umnepuu, 061 MepTB. OH XOTeN YMepeTh yKe AaBHO, C TEX 1OP, Kak yMepia [Tagme,
HO TEeepb OH IOIYYUT CBOOOOY OT 0CO3HAHUS TOTO, UTO ero AeTH - JItok Ckanyokep u Jles OpraHa -
CMOTYT HAaKOHEIl MOJapuTh ['ajlakThKe cBOOOY ¥ MUD, KOTOPHIX OHA JK[Iajla yKe HeCKOJIbKO
OEeCATUIIETHH.

Korga-To OH ¥ mogyMaTh He MOT, YTO HAaCTYNUT TaKOW KOHEIl; OH JyMaJl, YTO YMpeT 3HdpopcepoM
HmnepaTtopa, a He ¢ peGeHKOM, KOTOPOTO OH HUKOTZla He 3HaJl.

Betimep 3akphIBaeT rjia3a, BCIOMUHAS CJI0BA, CKa3aHHbIE UM He TaK JaBHO, KOTHA CHIH YMOJISIT €T0
6exaTh C HUM, ¥ KaK BEJIUKO OBIJIO MCKYIIIEHHEe COTTIaCUThCSH.

"Il MmeHsd YXKe CIIMIIKOM ITO30HO, ChIH. I/IMnepaTop IoKaxeT Tebe HUCTHHHYIO IIPUPOOY Cuhl.



Teneps OH TBOU XO35IUH".

9710 He cnoBa HepackasBierocs Jlopma CuTxoB. Beliep HEC TSKECTh CBOUX IIOCTYNKOB, HO OH BEPUT,
YTO He B cujlax u30exaTh cBoel ydyacTu. OH [ajl CBOEMY CBHIHY LIAHC IPUCOEIUHUTLCS K HeMy, U JTI0K
OTKasascs, oTaaB ce0st Ha Boio CUITEl, BMECTO TOTO YTOOH! IIOMACTh B IJIeH. [109TOMY Ha maHHBIN
MOMeHT Beiifiep 3Hai, uTo MiMIiepaTop MOmbITaeTCs 00paTUTh €T0 ChIHA, U [JIS 9TOr0 OH Oy#eT
HaTpaBnuBaTh CKaliyokepa Ha Ckaliyokepa. EMy npugetcst mu0o yOuUTb ChiHa, TUO0 YMepPEeTs.

JIIOK MIpesioxXuil eMy TPeTUU BapruaHT, KOToporo Beuaep He mor npensuneTs. CHayana OH
OTKa3BIBAJICS CpaxKaThCs C OTI[OM, a II0CJie TOT0, KaK MOTepsi KOHTPOJIb Hafi co00M 1 efiBa He
nepeiienl Ha TeMHYIO CTOPOHY, CMUPHJICS U OTKa3aJics ero youBaTh. Ero chiH (haKTUUeCKu
102KepTBOBaJ Co00M, YTOOHI CIIaCTH €T0, ¥ OCTaBUJI CBOIO CyOL0y B pyKax oTia. B aToT MOMeHT u 6e3
TOT'0 MOIIATHYBIIAsICS Bepa Beiimepa B TeMHY10 CTOPOHY pyxHyJa. OH JOJKeH OB 4YTO-TO CHENaTh,
YTOOBI TOMEIIATh 9TOMY CTAPOMY KOJIAYHY, CTPAfAloIeMy OT HeHAaBUCTH, VHUUTOKHUTD JKU3Hb
€IMHCTBEHHOT0 YeJI0BEeKa B rajlakKTHUKe, KOTOPHIYA BEPHUJI, UTO B HEM €Ille €CTh YTO-TO XOPOIIEeE.

OTO MOYTH KaK MIPUTYA: XKEPTBa ChIHA, IT0 CYTH, CTUPAET C JIUIla 3eMJIU TPEXH OTIa. Bergep
COBepIIas Y2KaCHBIE TIOCTYIIKY, OHU IIPOCTO TaK He MCcYe3aju, Ho abCooTHAs Bepa JIioKa B HETo
3acTaBUJIa €T0 0CO3HATh, KTO OH TAaKOW ¥ KAKOBA €r0 eAMHCTBEHHO BO3MOXKHAS JIMHUS [TOBEIEHMUS.
Ila, KOHEYHO, OH MOT OCTaThCs JlanTeM Iy xjeba y MmepaTopa u HabGI0oaTh, Kak THOHET ero ChIH
(a BO3MOXKHO, ¥ 0Yb), @ MOT OBITh MUCKYILJIEH U IIPYU 3TOM UCIIOJHUTH CBOE MIpeNHa3HaueHue
W36paHHOTO.

B TOT MOMEHT, #, BO3MOXKHO, HUKOTa O0JIbIlle, Bce OBIIIO MTPOCTO.
'Tlagme'.

2KeH1IHa, KOTOPYIO OH JIt00UJ 6€30r0BOPOYHO, N0 OOEPKUMOCTH, OO TOTO, UTO CTajl Yy[OBUIIEM U
YeJI0BEKOM, YOUBAIOIINM HEBUHHEIX IeTel B JI0KHOW YBEPEHHOCTH, 4TO CHUAMYC CllaceT ee OT BEPHOMI
CMEPTH, TOTOBHIM ITO3BOJIUTH YMEPETh TEM, C KEM OH CpazKaJiCs ¥ 0 KOM 3a00THJICS, JTUIIb OBl CIIaCTH
ee. Ecnu 651 OOu-BaH He BMelancsi, OH OB COBpATUJI CBOUX [eTell Ha TEMHYIO CTOPOHY, U OHU OBl
TIOTEPSIIN BIaCTh U MaHUIO BeIUUUS.

'Acoka’'.

Kto-T0, KOT0 npepan OppeH AXkemaes, KOro 0TOPoCcUiIa, Kak Mycop, Xajkas Pecny6niuKa, 1 KTO-TO,
KTO CTOJIKHYJICSI C HUM, C KeM OH yOus Osl 6e3 KonebaHui, eciu OB eMy Jajy IIaHC, HO B KOHIIE
KOHIIOB OHA BCe e IIPOCTUJIA €T'0 N0 TAaKOM CTENEeHU, YTO CIlaciia eMy XKHU3Hb. BbIK1IIa 1 OHA TI0CIIe
UX TY37IHU? 3a0aeTcs OH BompocoM. OH He TOMHUT, YTOOEI YYBCTBOBAJ ee CMEPTh Yyepe3 Cuiy B
MOMEHT KyJIbMUHaImMu OuTBLEL. EC/u a, TO cTala Iu OHa AxenaeMm?

O6u-BaH.

ToT cniac oT Hero CBO [04b, IIOTOMY YTO II03BOIUA Obl TapKUHY YOUTD €€, a OH IIPHIell, KoTha He
Hafo Owisi0. M uTo coemnan Beiimep? OH OTIIaTUI €My TEM, YTO YOUII €T0, CIUIIKOM IIOTPS3IIEero B
TEMHOM CTOPOHE, YTOOBI pas3risaaeTh MaHUNynsiuyu Cunnyca, 1 uMeHHO Onaromaps O6u-Bany JIok
cymen HaOpaThCs CMEJIOCTH U CTATh IOJIHOIEHHKIM PHIIapeM-IXKeaaeM, COCTPafaTeIbHEIM
yenmoBekoM. OH ITOCTYIUII TIyIIo, permuB, 4yTo O6u-Ban ObIT IpegaTesieM, B TO BpeMs Kak Ha CaMOM
mese 3To Bce BpeMs Obls1 Cuguyc.

9T0 TOMBKO yCyTybrsieT ero u 6e3 TOro mevanabHble MBICTH. [0 MHEHUIO DHAKKWHA, OH He 3aCTyKU
CBOETO [IZKealiCKOTro UCKyIIeHuss. OH COBEPIIUIT CIUIIKOM MHOTO 3JI0eSHUM, YTOOH OfUH aKT
repor3Ma MOT 9TO KOMIEHCHPOBaTh. YKCI0 XKePTB Belepa UCUUCIIETCS MUTHOHAMH,



OOJIBIITMHCTBO U3 HUX IMOTUOJIU 110 €T0 IMPHUKa3y, HO BCE Ke 3HAUYUTEIbHOE KOJTUYECTBO - OT €T0 PYKH,
IpuYeM MHOTHEe M3 HUX ObUIM ero ToBapullaMu-mxkenasMmu. Korga Bctynun B cuny I1puka3 66, oH
BMecTe ¢ 501-M oTpsAmoM BopBascs B XpaM [AXkKe[aeB U YHUUTOXKHUII COTHU [XKe[aeB, BKI0Yas
MOJIOBIX.

I[Tocne Toro Kak Ha HeT0 HafeJy IledalbHO N3BECTHHIM KOCTIOM, OH HadaJl MacCOBYIO OXOTY Ha
[7KeflaeB, JIMYHO BHIIIOJIHSS COTHY 3alaHUM 10 TOUCKY ¥ YHUUTOXKEHUIO BCEX, KOTO HAXOAUJI.
[TonyTHO OH YHHYTOXKAJI BCEX, KTO MOT OKa3aTh COIIPOTHUBIIEHUE. B X0[1e CBOMX MHOTOYMCIIEHHBIX
KaMIIaHUY OH OT[aBaj IIpUKa3bl 06 opOUTanbHEIX 60MOapAUPOBKAaX TOPOMOB, IMyOIUYHO MBITA
rpaxpaH, yOuBaJl CBOUX COJIAT ¥ IO3BOJMI pabOTOPTOBIIe IPOLOIKATHCS, XOTS caM OblsT paboM 1
TIOKJISITICS 0CBOOOAUTE UX. OIHU TOJIBKO €T0 JeUCTBUS, TI0XKaIyH, IIPeB30IIX Obl BCEX TUKTATOPOB U
TUPAHOB ¥ KOJIMYECTBO CMEPTeH, KOTOPHIE OHU IIPUHECTIH 3a Lefible BeKa. M Bce ke, yToOb Cuia
IIPOCTHJIA €T0, eMy HY2KHO OBLJIO I CHOBa yOuTh, yous [lannaTtuna.
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