'poxor...

«CKOJIbKO BPEMEHHU IIPOIII0?»

TonbKO Korma AjeH IIOKPHIJICA IIOTOM, OH CMOT BBEITAIIIUTE MEY.

«Kakoy cymaciiequui Bec».

«BYX».

Korpma oH BRITyCTHIT M€Y U3 PYK, TOT M3[aJl TPOMKHI I'POXOT, ¥ Ha II0JI MOCHITIAIOCh MHOXKECTBO
00JIOMKOB.

«KTO0-TO KOTia-T0 Ccpaxaucs 3TUM?»

— OyX...

Ero MeImsm JeprajucCh KakK CyMacClIeaIne.

«He cnuimkom 1 MHOT0? B 3amucsiX TOBOPUIIOCE, YTO STOT'0 JOJIKHO OBIJI0 OBITH OocTaTOuHO. Her,
3TOTO HE MOXKeT ObITh. f MOoIKeH ObIT CyMEeTh MOAHSATh MeY BeJIMKaHa».

— Pa3Be 3Ta TexHHKa He J0IKHA Oblyia OBITH COBEPIIEHHOM?

[Toxa oH 6ECIIOKOUIICS O CBOEM TeJIe, OH YCIIBIIIAJI T'OJIOC.

[O, crtacu6o, uTO 3a0pan MeHs U3 3TOro AyIITHOTo MecTa! Thl He IpefcTaBiselb, Kak ObI0 00UIHO,
YTO S HEe MOTY TOBOPHUTb. ]

ToT caMblii, SPKUH, BEICOKUM T'OJIOC.

— Yro?

OH cpa3y ke BCTaJl. BripaxkeHue ero Juila CTalo XXKeCTKHUM. B 0HO MrHOBEHME OH OXBATH/I CBOUMHU
YyBCTBAMHU BCE ITPOCTPAHCTBO, HO HUKOT'O He TI0YyBCTBOBAJ.

[Kyma te1 cMoTpuib? 3pecs! A Bou TyT! IIpsiMmo nepepn To6oii! ]

Ero B3rmspg cpa3dy ke o6paTuicd K Meuy.



IomxHO OBITH, YTO-TO IIPOM30IIJIO, KOT'Ha OH BHEITAIIIMII M€Y U3 3EMIJIN.

AneH CIIOKOMHO OLIEHUJI CUTYAIlNIo, CKphIBasi CBOE CMYIIIeHHe.

«BBIn M1 Me4 IT0 OBUXKYIIEN CUIION ero OBICTPOT0 POCTa?»

— KTt0 THI?

[Temmeps THI CMOTPUILIL B IPaBUILHOM HallpaBieHuu! MeHs 30ByT Bectna. Kak Buguims, 1 — Med! Kak
Te0st 30ByT?]

«Meu TONBKO 4YTO ImpeacTaBuics? OHa He omubaeTcs, HO...»

AnneH He OBIJT HACTOJILKO TJIYII, YTOOBI IIOBEPUTH, YTO Me4 BCTPETUT €r0 30eCh C YUCTHIMU
HaMepeHUsiMu. TeM He MeHee eMy HYKHO ObIII0 UOeHTU(PHUIINPOBATE €T0.

«Pa3Be 9T0 He Meu Jro?»

— 41... — Hayvas OBIJIO OH C YOUBJIEHHBIM BBEIDAXKE€HHWEM JIUIIA.

[Ax, TouHO. Tebe ke HeymoOHO TaK pa3roBapuBaTh, He TakK Ju?]

[Tpexme ueM 000pBaTh €0, OHA M3Majla KOPOTKHUM, CTPAHHBIN, FPOMKHUN 00€BOH K/IHY.

AnneH cHavamna HaXMYPHIICA, HO ITIOTOM PACIINPHUII T'JIa3d OT TOT'0, 9YTO IIPOM3OIIJIO OaJIbIIIe.

Meu yMeHBIIUJICA.

l'uranTckuy Meu YMEHBIIUJICA OO0 Iropa3fgo MEHBIIMX PA3MEPOB, IIPEBPATUBINNCE B MEY, Ooree
IOOXOMOSIINN OIS UCIIOJIb30BAHMUS UM,

Mey nopHSAmNCA U HpI/IGHI/I3I/IHCH K HEMY.

[CxBaTu MeHs!]

AneH IPUTOTOBUJICS HANPSAYb MBIIIIEL, B CTPaxe MOAHSB pyKy. OgHAKO, BOIIPEKU €T0 OXKUOaHUSIM,
3TOTO He MOTPeO00BaIOCh.

Meu GBI TPOX/IaOHEIM Ha omnymb. OH mymaj, YTo OH OymeT IIepIiaBeIM, HO OH IIJIOTHO ITpUJIeTant K



pyke.

[Hy, pa3Be g He KpacaBula? Kxm.]

— Trl ompeneneHHO XOPOIINii MeH. ..

OH OBITT TETKUM, KaK Oy[TO TSKECTh, KOTOPYIO OH OIIYIaJl paHbllle, eMy TOIhKO IT0Ka3anach.

B ero PyKe Med OIIyIIaJICsi HEBECOMEIM. PYKOHTKa Onlta IIOKPBITA KPACUBEIMH aHTUYHEIMHA Y30PAMH,
a Ha JIe3BUHU OBLIN BEITPABUPOBAHEI CUMBOJIBEI, KOTOPBEIE OH HE MOT IIPDOYUTATE.

[da. Tereps ynoOHeN pa3roBapuBaTh, BEPHO?]

«...0mpeneneHHo».

Ee crnoga, KOTOPEIE 3By4YaJid Y HETO B I'OJIOBE, IIOKA OH HE B34JI B DYKK MeY, TeIlePhb 3By4alIn
OT4YEeTIIUBO, KaK GYJITO WX IIPOU3HOCHUIIHA TIPSAMO €My B yXO.

[Hy xe! IToroBopu co mHoit! Kak Te6s1 30ByT?]

— ...MeHs 30ByT AneH. AnnieH PaliHxapT.

[[TpusATHO MO3HAKOMHUTLCS, AnnieH. Thl 3HAEIIb, YTO Y MEHS OBITH HEIIPUATHOCTH, M3-3a TOTO, YTO S
XOTeJla IMOrOBOPUTE C TOOOM?]

— Co MHOHU?

Annen O6ICTPO co06pa3uI, YTO UMEHHO e# MOTJI0 OBITh HHTEPECHO. BO3M0OXKHO, TO, KaK U3MEHUIIUCH
BpPEMEHa, CKOJIbKO BPEMEHH IPOIIIO0 U KaKOBa XKU3Hb 3a MpefelaMy PYHUH...

[Ia! Ter mpocTo cyMacineqInuu, na?]

— Yro?..

OH 0CTaHOBHII XO[, CBOMX MEICIIEN U CHOBA CIIPOCHIJI B ITYCTOTY.

«Cymacmepnmmu? YTo?»

[TokayuBasi py4KoH, OHa BOCKJIMKHYJIA:



[KO]"JI[& TBI TOJILKO Ha4aJl IOMaThk BCE€ 3T ONPAKOHBH KOCTHU, MHE OBIIIO CKY4YHO, 1 s Ha4dadJla 0oJieTh 3a
Tebs. HOTOMy YTO 3THU CYy4YbH ALIEPHUILEI TOXKE XOTEJIU MEHA 3aHOJ'Iy‘-II/ITb.]

&>

[Ho, Bo3Bpamasace K CyMacCIIeCTBUIO, 51 fyMalo, IIPOIIel MeCSI UIN 0KOJI0 TOT0? Thl JeHCTBUTENIBHO
coien ¢ yma?]

He ycmesna oHa 9T0 0CO3HATh, KaK OTCTYIIHJIA OT CBOMX MaHEDP U Hayaia FPOMKO KPHYaTh.

[HeT, xBaTUT 00 3TOM. 3a4eM THI CJIOMaJI KOCTH BeJIHKaHOB? £ coOupasach BEICKA3aThCs 00 3TOM,
noHuMaemb? Ho g coepxkanack, IOTOMY 4TO 5 Xopoinas! ]

U3 Toro, 4To oHa TOBOpPHJIa, CliIeA0BaJio, YTO OHA BPaXKAaOBajla C IPDAKOHAMU. OpHako OHa, ITOX0XKeE,
3a00THIach 0 KOCTSIX BEJIMKAHOB, II03TOMY OH fOTrafaliCd, 4TO OHa OelCTBUTEIIbHO KOTIa-To ObIa
OPYZKHEM BEIIMKAHOB.

«HacTosmui BeIMKaH ObLII B 9TOM Meue».

AnneH yCMeXHYIICS 9TOW 0eCIIOYBEHHOU MBICIIH.

«B03MOKHO 7T BOOOIIIEe TTOMECTUTD JKMBOE CYIIIECTBO BHYTPh Meda?»

Ecmu 6Bl 9T0 OBITTO BO3MOXKHO, 1 UMEHHO 9TO IIPOM30IIUIO, 9TO 03HAYasio Obl, YTO OHA Obls1a OB
3amepTa 3[eCh OffHA HA COTHHU THICSY JIET.

W ecnu 3TO Tak, TO OH MOT HOHSATE, II049YeMy €€ XapaKTep OBLI TaKKUM, KaKHM OH OBLII.

OpHako...

— ...HTaK, 310 BCe, 4TO THI XOTeJla CKa3aTh?

Y Hero He OBIITO IPUYKUH COYYBCTBOBAaTh. TEXHUYECKM OH HE UMEJ K 9TOMY HMKAKOT0 OTHOIIeHus. OH
He coOuparcs MOBEPsITh eH, IToKa He yOeOUTCsI, YTO CMOXKEeT PacTH Tak Xke OBICTPO, Kak Fomuyc mo
PETrPecCuH.

[HeT? 970 ewe He Bce. THl 3Haelb, CKOIBKO BpeMeHU Iponuio? A cxomuna ¢ yMa. A, TouHo. UTo 3TO
3a KHura?|

Annen Kone6asncsi. OH MOJTHIICS, YTOOBI BBIPpaZKeHHue ero Jiulia He U3MEHUJIOCH. HOTOMy YTO 3TOT
BOIIPOC TOJIBKO YTO 3aMHTEpPEeCOBall €ero.



— ...Knura? O kakou KHUTe Thl TOBOpUlllh? CaMa Ke BUAUIID, YTO 3[€Ch HAYETO HET.

[Te1 He Bumumb ee? OHa ke psagoM ¢ To6ox! ]

— OpHa u3 3TUX KHUT ¢ 6emoi 00710KKOM, a IBe — 00Jiee CTaphle, BHIIBETIINE KHUTH, BEPHO?

[Oa! Otu!]

— ..TH ﬂeﬁCTBHTeHBHO MOXeIllb uX BI/I,'E[GTB?

[da, mory!]

Bripaxenue nuiia AnneHa Obl0 00/1€3HEHHO HETIOJBUKHEIM.

«Pa3Be 3Tu KHUTU He MOT YUTATh TOJILKO A7? [Ipyrue JIIOOU UX JaxXKe YBUAETh He MOIJIM, pa3Be He Tak?
Wnu 5T0T Me4d — uckndeHue? YTo Caydunoch?»

AnneH OvIn TIIOTPY2KEeH B Pa3MHEIIIIIEHUA. HacTombKo, 4TO He 3aMeTH, KakK Me4 IIOKHHYIJI €ro PYKY.

BecTtna, HemoBOIbHAS €r0 MOTYaHUEM, IIOOIIIa Onuxke K KHUTe B eT0 PYKe U BEITIITIOHYJIA:

[Yro Tl Tam GopMouets cebe mox Hoc? TH He pa3pellaellb MHe YATATh 9Ty KHUTY? 4 Mory ee
YUTATh. ]

— Her, 3T0... YTO THI CKa3ama?

Annen IIPOBEPHUJI, BEPHO JIK TO, YTO OH TOJIBKO 4YTO YCJIBIIIAI.

[Mory nu s MpoYKUTaTh KHUTH XOTs OBl OguH pa3? XM... A Kak HacyeT OfHOM u3 Hux? [lapsiue
KHUTH... MUP [eHCTBUTEIHHO CUJILHO IIPOOBUHYJICS BIepen. ]

Bynp To mapsias KHUTa UK Mapsaui Med, Oy AjijieHa OHU ObIJTA ONUHAKOBHI.

«OHa MOrJIa IPOYUTATh ee comepxkanue? Tak, a y KHUT BOoOIIe OB Ha3BAHUSI?»

Hackonbko OH TOMHUJI, Ha 00710KKaX KHUT HHUKOI'la He OBITIO Ha3BaHUM.

— Tsl MoXemb npounTaTh UX? [I000XKAY, THL HeUCTBUTENIBHO MOXKEIIb ee IIpoYnuTaTh? Kakoe
Ha3BaHKe? THl MOXKEIIb TPOYUTATh U 000POTHYIO CTOPOHY? Ha KakoM sI3bIKe OHa HamucaHa? EcTh nmu



KaKue-Hubyab OrpaHUYeHU?

OTH KHUTH ObUTM €QUHCTBEHHBLIM I0KAa3aTeIbCTBOM perpeccuu AjeHa. A 9TO 03HA4aJlo, YTO 3[eCh
OOJIXKHEL OBITH IIOACKA3KU O HEH.

[Omun Bompoc 3a pa3, magHo?! d HUKyOa He yiAy, 3Haellb Jid. [IouyeMy TH TaK CIEIINIIb?]

AnneH He MOT IIOBEPUTH €€ MEOJIEHHO ITPOM3HECEHHBIM CJI0OBAM, II03TOMY OH IT€PECIIPOCHUIT:

— Te1 Mmoxems... Tel MOXKeIIb CKa3aTh 3TO elle pa3? [loxkamnyiicTa?

«Hert, 3TOr0 HE MOXKET OBITH, 3TO Ge3yMUe>».

Ero cepaile, KOTopoe 10 3TOro 6HUII0Ch CIIOKOMHO, TeIephb BHIPHIBAIOCH M3 Tpynu. Ero romosa
3aKpyXKHUlach OT YC/IBIIaHHOY HEOXKUIaHHOU IIPaBbI.

[4 Bce paBHO cpenalo 9TO, faXe eCNu T He Oymellb MeHs TOPONIUTh. TH HoIKeH ObITh O1aromapes,
YTO BCTPETHUJI TaKOM KPACUBHIM M MUIBIU Med, Kak 4.]

— Cmnacu6o. Bonbimoe cracu6o. Xopoiro?

XOTs OH 3HaJ, 4YTO OHA IIOOO3PpHUTEJIbHA, OH HE MOT' HE 3a1dTh 3TU BOIIPOCHI.

B KoHIle KOHIIOB 3TO OBIJIO IIOKUPYIOIIIE.

[CHauarna s Ha30By TeOe uMs Oeyoi KHuru. OHa Ha3bIBAeTCH...]

Perpeccop.

Oo0nanmaTerns.

PeunkapHaTtop.

Tak Ha3bIBalach KHUTA, KOTOpasd OBllIa C HUIM C MOMEHTa eTo perpeccuu.
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