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«Jlax».

KonuH X0Ten oTmepeThCs, HO TOYEMY-TO, KOTa CJI0BA 3alIPOCUIIMCH Ha SI3BIK, OH BHIOpAJT YEeCTHOCTD.

«4T0?» Bepa MHUPOKO pacKphlia rjia3a, CIOBHO BIIEPBBIE BU[IS I0OHOTO PHIAPS Iepen CoO0u. «A...
maH? ITOT 0OMaH C MPUTBOPHLIM IIepecedeHneM PeKH, KOT[a Ha CaMOM fieJie BH IPS4YeTech B CAMOM
OTTaCHOM MECTE YCThsI PEKH... Pa3Be BHI He TOBOPHUIIY, YTO CaMO€e OITaCHOE MEeCTO — CaMoe
0e3omacHoe...»

«4 conran Bam BceM». KonmuH B3rNISHYT B I'7la3a Mara. «KaBanepust BOJIKOB yKe OIWH pa3 fana ceds
omypauuTtk. C yero Obl OHM IIOBEPUJIN B 3TO CHOBA?»

«THl...» Bepa riy60Ko B3MOXHYyIa U ITOCTEIIEHHO YCIIOKOUIACh.

CmMenocTH el ObIIIO He 3aHMMAaTh, HO OHAa Ha MTHOBEHHE cJIoMaJjlach M3-3a TOTO, YTO HajexXKaa Ha
CIlaceHue BHE3AITHO PYyXHYIIa.

«IToyeMy THI 3TO COenan?»

B BrIpaxkeHuu Bephl cMelanuch 4yBCTBa, 00pa3 reposi, KOTopsd KonmuH co3nan B ee cepaile,
PYLIUIICA.

«Ham He criactuck». KouH B3MOXHYJ, €ro TOH CTaJl X0JIOAHHIM. «C TOro MOMeHTa, KOTTa Mbl PEIININ
He OpocaTh OTCTYyIAOIIKe BOWCKA, HYKHO OBIIIO OBITH TOTOBEIM K 3TOMY.

ITO moJie OUTBHI, TTOJIe KU3HU U CMEPTH, 3[IeCh HET MeCTa [IJIsT MUJIOCePOus u TeM 0ojee ms
HAWBHOCTH!

Iaxe eciu OBl MO IIJIaH C OTBJIEKAIONIMM MaHEBPOM CcpaboTaa ¥ 3aCTaBHUII IpecaeaoBaTeei
IIOBEPUTH, YTO MHI IeMICTBUTENIHHO NIEPECEKIIU PEKY U OBUHYJIUCH Ha CEBeP, KakK JOJIT0 UM MOXKHO
OymeT BOOUTH 3a HOC?

OHu — KaBaJiepus BOJIKOB, a HacC ellle ¥ OOJIbINOM OTPSI MeX0TH 3aMefsisieT. Kak TOJIbKO OHU
IepenpaBsaTCS Yepe3 PeKy U MOUMYT, YTO YTO-TO He TaK, OHM MOTYT HaCTU4hb HacC 3a [ieHb-ABa My TH.
HawMm He 130exkaTh 3TOM OUTBEI!

Taxk 4To, Pa3 yXK HaM HE MUHOBATh CXBATKH, EMUHCTBEHHOE, YTO MBI MOXKEM CHOEJIaTh, — BBIﬁpaTb
CaMO€ BBITOOHOE IIOJIE 00s1».

KonuH ykasan cebe 1of HOTH ¥ IIIy00KUM TOJI0COM IIPOU3HEC: «ITO MECTO CaMOe OIIAaCHOE, HO U B TO
JKe BpeMs MeCTo, Te y Hac G0JIbIle BCEro MIaHCOB Ha mobemy!»

«ITouemy?» Bepe mokasanoch, 4To OHa 60Jbllle He MOXKeT BepuTh KonuHy.

Eme mo Toro, kak KonuH ycrien orBeTuTs, biuc yxke ckasan: «[IoToMy 4TO 37eCh HET IIyTH K
OTCTYIIJIEHUIO».

«Bepno!» KonuH BeIpa3uTenbHO NOCMOTpen Ha bruca. «TonbKo KPOIMK, 3aTHAaHHBIM B yTOJ,



Pa3BEPHETCA U OTPLEISHETCA. To ke camoe KacaeTcs U OTCTYyIIAIOIINUX BOMCK.

Ecnu Hac 3acTaHeT KaBajepus BOJIKOB B OTKPBEITOM I10J1e, HET COMHEHHUM, YTO IPU UX IEPBOM XKe
HaTHUCKe cOOpaHHBIE HaMU OTCTYIIaloIlKe BOWCKa HEIIpeMeHHO Pa30eryTcs B pa3Hble CTOPOHHI.

HOQTOMY Y HUX HE JOJIZKHO 6bITb IIyTH K OTCTYIIJIEHHUIO.

Ecnu MBI He XOTHM 6pOocaTh WX, TO YK TOYHO He MOXKEM IT03BOJIUTh UM GPOCUTD Hac!
WUnwu Mel nobequM B OOHOU OUTBe, WX IIOTUOHEM 3[ech Bce BMecTe!»

I'pomkue cnoBa KonuHa mocesny B ronose Bepsl xaoc.

Ona GosbIlle He 3HaJIa, KaK OTHOCUTHCS K IOHOMY PHIIIAPIO, CTOSIBIIEMY IIepe[ Hell.
Y He moHMMaJIa, IPAaBUIBHO JIU TOCTYIIMII OH WJIK HET.

U B meTCTBe, TPOBEIEHHOM B BunTepdene, u B yueHndecTBe B Gamne Hesupa Bce, C 4eM
cTajKuBanack Bepa, OBIJIO MPOCTHIM U TPEKPACHBIM.

KoHeuHO, 0TYacTH 3TO OBIJIO ¥ IIOTOMY, UTO OHA, OyIy4YH POXKIEHHOUW apUCTOKPATKOM, ObIIa XOPOIIIO
3almieHa.

freewebno(v)el
[Tpu 3TOM OHa He ObljIa JUIIeHa MOHUMAaHHUS 3J1a.
OpHako HUKOTTA PaHbllle OHA He BCTpedasa HUKOTO IoxX0xkero Ha KonuHa.

OTBaxHHIHN 1 O€CCTPAIIHEIN PHIAPh? B BHICIIEH CTElIeHM HaXOOYUBHIM reHui? ['paIiuo3Hbi 1
BEXKJIUBBIY JXKEHT/IbMEeH? MaHUyIsATOp, UTPAIOIINY Ha YyBCTBaXx JIIOOEu?

OHa He 3HaJa, KaKOe U3 ITUX JIUI] er0 UCTUHHOE.
Unu MoxeT OLITh, BCE OHU?

B otnuuune ot Bepsl, ubs AyIIeBHAs 3pEJIOCTH ellle He Oblla IOJIHOM, peakius biuca oka3anachk
HaMHOTO ITIpollle. ITOT phillapb-BeTepaH Obl 60blle cocpefoToYeH Ha 3(pHeKTUBHOCTH: «YBEPEH U
TBI, YTO TBOSI CTpaTerus cpaboTaeT? 3Haellb, y MapKu3a Yapiib3a KOrfa-To OB ITOX0XKUH IIIaH».

«Thl ©Meelb B BUAY OUTBY y 3epKanbHOro o3epa?» Kasanocs, Konun Bce 3To BpeMs 3Hal, 4To biuc
CIIPOCHUT 00 3TOM.

«Jla».

«[la, mpu3Ha0, MO¥ IJIaH OBLT BHOXHOBJIEH Mapku3oM Yapis3om». Cepbe3Ho mpousHec KomuH, X0Ts
po ceOst OH 3aKaTHJI rasa.

Bou mpoTHUB BCex IIAHCOB Ha yCIleX, OTYassHUE, He OCTABJISIONIee HHOTO IIYTH, KPOME KakK IIJIBITh MU
TOHYTB, CTPATETUs CIlaCeHus C Kpas MPOIacTH — ceidac BCe 3TO yXkKe He SBISAIOCh Y4eM-TO HOBBIM B
MHOM BpPEMEHU U IIPOCTPAHCTBeE.



Ho B 3T0¥ BpeMeHHOI IIKajie Mofo0Hoe ellle He IPOHUCXOIHUIIO.

B camom pene, pacnonoxeHrue Mapku3sa Yapib3a y 3epKalbHOT0 03epa ObIJI0 TPOTOTUIIOM OUTBHI C
IIPEBOCXOASAIIMMY CUIaMHU MPOTUBHUKA.

Ho, o muenuto Konmuna, Mapku3 Yapiib3 yKacHo 000IIENCS C geTalsIMHU.
OmHaKO UMEHHO 9TH [IeTald ONPEeNesISioT YCIeX Ui Heynayy.

Ta xKe caMasi cTpaTerus IJIBITh UM TOHYTD IIpHBeJa K KJIaCCUYeCKOMY NTpUMepPy OUTBEL C
IIPEBOCXOMSIINMY CHJIaMU IIPOTHBHUKA B LI3MHCHHE, KOTOPYIO IPUBET XaHbCHHb, B TO BpeMs Kak Ma
Cy Mor TOJIBKO TIOTEPIIeTh MopaXKeHue B L[39TUHTe, CTaB MOCMEIIHNILEM Ha BCe BEKA.

KonuH yBepeH, 4TO eMy He CYXK[€eHO CTaTh elne oguuM Ma Cy.

Bnu3, noxoxe, He pasfesseT ero yBePeHHOCTH U XOJIONHO ITPOOJIXKUII CIIpaluBaTh: «CTpaTterus
Mapxku3sa Yapib3a moTepriena Heyoadyy y 3epKaabHOTO 03epa, M0YeMY Ke THl IyMaellb, YTO
CMOZKEIIb TPETBOPUTD MOJOOHYIO CTPATETHUIO B XKU3Hb ¥ peKu baH JIto u mo6UThCS ycmexa?»

«IToTomy yTo Mapku3 Yapsb3 COBEPIINII B CEPLE3HbBIE OMIUOKM!

Bo-miepBrIX, OH OBbINT HeflocTaTouHOo Gecnomuiafgen! XoTs narepb y 3epKalbHOT0 03epa U OblJT OKPYKEH
BOJOM, OH He OBIJT HACTOSIIIIUM TYNMKOM. [Tomymal 0 TeX BOMHAX, KOTOpPEIe 06paTUIuCh B 6ETCTBO,
MHOTHE U3 HUX CMOTJIM CIIACTHUCh, IIPEITHYB B 03€P0.

Bot mouyemy s BrIOpas 3To MecTo y peku bau Jlio.

OkpyKEHHOE BOZIOM C TPEX CTOPOH, C CUIILHEIM TeYeHUEM, a HUXKe 10 TeYeHHUI0 — BOJoIaf C
00OpPHIBOM, KOTOPBIY [eaeT Mo6er HEBO3MOXKHBIM — 3TO HACTOSIINMA TYTIHK.

3[1ech OHU MOTYT CpaXaThbCs TOJIBKO OO CMEPTH!»
JIutio Brnuca cnerka u3MeHHUJIOCh, ¥ OH IIPOIOJIKIII CIIPAIlMBaTh: «A BTOpas omubKa?»

«Bropo#t omuOKoi Mapku3sa ObIJIO TO, UYTO OH HE OCTABHUJI B jlarepe ¥ 3epKajIbHOTO 03epa HUKOTO, KTO
MoOT OBl TPUBECTH PA3HOIIEPCTHHIX CONMAT K cMepTeNibHOM 6uTtBe, — Konun maxuyn brnucy. — 4 He
TOBOPIO, YTO THI OBIJT HEKOMIIETEHTEH...»

«Ha camoMm perne, st ObIT HEKBaTUGUIIMPOBaH, 1 60siee TOro, s cOexkarn ¢ 1mojs 60s». Biu3 HUCKOIBKO
HE CMYTHIICS.

Konun emié 60mbIme OIeHUI 3TOT0 0€CCTPAIIHOT0 PHIAPS U ITPOIOIKHUIT:

«IIpu Takux 00CTOSITENILCTBAX B JIarepe y 3epKasibHOT'0 03epa HyKeH OblI OBl 3HAaTHHINM YeJI0BeK
BBICOKOT'O TIOJIOKEHMUS, JIOpH, ¢ 671aropofcTBOM, YTOOH! yiepKaTh Pa3HOLIEPCTHHIX COJITAT, 3aCTaBUB
UX IIPOTUBOCTOSITH TPOJIJISIM.

TakuMm o6pa3oM, Korma Mapku3 Yapis3 MpUBeIET apMu0, YTOOR aTaKOBATh TPOJUIEH C ThINIA, Y HUX
TIOSIBUTCS XOTh KaKOU-TO ITaHC Ha mobemdy. 2Kamb, HO MapKu3 He 0CTaBUJI HUKOT'O CYLIECTBEHHOTO B
narepe y 3epKaabHOT0 03€epa...

Ho MBI He HOMyCTUM TOM Ke OmuOKu!»

B sTor MoMeHT KomnuH chenan mar Bliepéen, npubau3uBIINCh K Bepe, 1 mpucTanbHO TS € B I'J1asa,



3asgBu: «[109TOMY Ha 3TOT pa3 s OCTAHYCh B TYIHUKe V¥ PeuHoit OyXThl B KaYeCTBE IIEPBOT'0
HacyegHuKa 6apora Ceporo 3aMka, YTOOH! JKUTh U YMepeTh BMeCTe C 3TUMU BonHamu. Mucc Bepa,
MHTEPECHO, BHL...»

«KoHeuHo, g ToXe ocTaHych». Bepa oTBeTuna 6e3 KoneGaHui.

B aTOT MOMEHT OHa pelusa emle pa3 foBepuThcs Konuny.
KoHeuHO, y Heé He OBLIIO APYTOT0 BEIOODA.

Bce 3mech gefCTBUTENBHO TONIANId B pacueT/IuBLIH 1iaH KomuHa.

Konvu xuBHYN U 10BepHYJICS K brucy: «Prinjape bius, s npoiily Bac oKa yBeCTU KaBaJIEPUIO OT
PeuHoii OyXThl, a KOTa TPOJUIX HalaAyT Ha HAcC, BBl CMOXKeETe [T0BECTH CBOUX BOMHOB C ThNIa U
HaHeCcTH yfaap!»

I'ma3a bnuca 3abnectenu: «Kak HacyeTt TOro, 4ToObl MHE OCTaThCA B PeuHoil OyXTe, a BH TOBEHETE
KaBaJlepHo...»

«Het!» Konue HeMe[JIeHHO OTKJIOHUJI IIpefjioXkeHre birca, I0TOMY 4YTO OH IIOHAJI, YTO 3TO
IIpOBEpPKa Co CTOPOHH! bruca.

ToT, KTO OCTa€TCs Ha IepPeoBoii, HAXOOUTCS B CAMOM OITACHOM II0JIOKEHUHU, B TO BPEMS KaK TOT, KTO
BEMIET KaBaJIepPHIO, BCE €Ill€ MOXKET UMETh IIIaHC Ha CIIaCeHHe.

HOQTOMY, YTOOBI OpyTrue IOBEPUJIid B HETO, Konuna MOr TONBKO OCTaThbCs: «TOT, KTO OCTAHETCS B
Peunon 6}7XT6, OOJIZKEH UMETh NOCTATOYHO BIINAHUA, A Ooree IIOOX0XKY, 4YEM BHI. K TOMY XK€ 3Ta
KaBaJlepud — BalllK JIIOOY, OHK GYJIYT JIy4lie CpaXKaTbCAd B OouTBe 10 BalllUM KOMaHOOBAHUEM».

I'ma3a Bruca nepeMeHUNIKCh, KAk OYATO TOBKO TOTHA OH IMOHS, YTO0 KOJIMH IPOLIEN ero UCIbITaHue,
Y KWBHYJI B 3HAK COTJIaCHUs.

3arem Konun nocmorpen Ha Bepy: «4 3Hato, uTo BE U3 GaropogHoro popa. [1oaToMy, eciu Bhl
CMOKeTe PaCKpHITh CBOE HacTOsAIlee UM Ieper OUTBOM, 3TO OYeHb BOOAYIIEBUT 3TUX BOUHOB.

Koneuno, ecnu Y BaC €CTb Kakue-nmubo ormaceHus, 1 He 6y11y HaCTauWBATh...»
Bepa 3aMepJia Ha MTHOBEHHE, HUYEero He CKa3aB.

Kak pas korga Konun yxe X0TeJ IpenoNoXNUTh, UYTO OHa He XKeJlaeT, OH YCIBIIIal YeTKUN 1
PEeLIUTENILHBIN T'0JI0C:

«Xoporo!»
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