«KakK0oBO 3TO — MPOCHYTHCS U ITOECTD B IIEPBLIN pa3, MUCTEP AJEKC?»
JIrormyc mocMoTpen Ha AjleKca, KOTOPHIM CUeN Ha MOJy.

OH HemoOBEePYMBO ITOCMOTPENT HAa CBOM PYKHU U Ha 3eMIJTI0, ITie 6osbllle He ObII0 HUKAKUX TPU3HAKOB
YeJI0BeYEeCKOT0 MPUCYTCTBUS. Ero cCOGCTBEHHOM OfeXI0M, KOTOpasi TAK¥Ke COCTOsIa U3 GOJIBIIOro
KOJIMYeCTBA TEMHO-KPACHBIX Iymasell], Obljla BCe Ta e YepHas KypTKa C KaITIOIIOHOM.

— YT0... 4TO, YePT BO3bMHU, IPOUCXOTUT?!

K cuacTsio ing Anekca, OH 0CO3HAJI CyllecTBOBaHUe ce0sl, UeloBeKa 1o uMeHu Asekc Mepcep, a He
JIIOfiel, KOTOPHIX OH TOJIBKO YTO MOrjaoTuil. Ho 60blIoe KOIMYeCTBO 3allyTaHHBIX BOCIIOMUHAHUN B
€ro TrojI0Be, KOTOPHIe He OBIIM ero COOCTBEHHBIMHU, BCE ellle MpeciiefoBatu Ajekca.

«Crpocurte cebs1, XOTUTE JIX BHl 3HATh, YTO IIPOUCXOAUT>. JIIOIINYC yKa3asl Ha CBOW COOCTBEHHBIN
M03T: «OH CyIIeCTBYeT, BepHO? Ballii BOCIIOMUHAHUS 0 YejloBeKe 110 uMeHu Ajiekc Mepcep 1o Toro,
KaK BBl IIOTPY3UJIACH BO TEMY?»

Anekc HaxMypui 6POBH, 3aKPHIB T1a3a, YTOOL 06MyMaTh BCE, YTO KPYTUIOCH B €T0 3allyTaHHOM
MO3Ty.

JIroniyc X0TeJsI IOHSITh CeHYac OJHY Belllb: ObIT JIK 9TOT IapeHb Iepey] HUM YeJI0BEKOM HUITH
MOHCTPOM.

«[laHa...» Anekc PEe3KO OTKPLII I''Ta3d XU HAa3Ball Yb€-TO UM, CBOIO CECTPY: «IaHa...»
OH BCTan, CI0BHO CO6I/IpaJ'ICF{ Kyaa-To 0exkaTh, HO HE 3HaJl, Kynoa 0exKaTh.

— OTO UM TBOEU CeCTpHl. JIIonuyc nocMoTpes Ha Anekca: «4 MOMHIO, Thl, Ka3aJI0Ch, JOPOXKUJI CBOEH
cecTpoi, He Tak u? Korma Tel OB B IIEHTPE TOPOAa, 3apazkKeHHOT0 BUPYCOM, ThI XOTEJT 3alIUTUTh
CBOIO CECTPY, HECMOTPS Ha ONACHOCTH 151 ce0s... TaK KaKoBa CUTyallus? B HacTosIIee BpeMs?"

«JlaHa... TeTepb OHa XKUBa». AJIEKC CXBaTHJICS 3a 7100. CKyKa Obl/Ia CIIMIIIKOM CHJIbHA [/ HETO.
— WTak, 4TO TH COOMpaeINbCs JefaTh Terneps? JIIouuyc XK man oTBeTa Anekca.

«BepHUTECH K CBOEU CeCTpe U MPOofoIKauTe 3aluuiaTh ee? Ho Ballle UMs pa3bICKUBAETCS 110 BCEU
Hosou ®enepanuu Kutasa».

Jlroumyc oXKuman 4ero-To BHyTpu cebst, ¥ gaxe caM JI0Iuyc He MOHUMAJ, II0YEMY OH TaK 3TOTO
xkpas. CyiiecTBo nmepen HuM 0oJibIlie Heslb3st ObII0 Ha3BaTh YEJI0BEKOM HIIH ITapHeM 110 UMeHHU AJeKcC.

Torpa... mepBoe, 4TO HYKHO CHeJaTh celyac, 3TO BEpPHYTh ero cectpy laHy. HaBepHoe.
IIH n
Anexkc BOpyT 3aMep. B ero Mo3ry Bo3HUKIIO n300paxKeHue, HalloJTHEHHOE KPOBLIO. ..

CTpaHHBIN IOPHIB BHE3AITHO BCIILIXHYJI BHYTPH HETO CaMOro, KOTHa ero co6CTBeHHas cecTpa
OKasasack mop mpuiiesaoM congat HoBo#t @emepalnuu... ¥ KOTr[ia pacCymoK CHOBa BEPHYJICS, BOKPYT He
OBLII0O HUYET0, KpoMe KPOBH.

Yepes UCIyTraHHEIE TJIa3a CBOEH CECTPHI, KOTOPasi CMOTPesIa Ha Hero, AJIeKC IOHSIJ, YTO OH TOJIBKO
yT0 youn atux conpmat Hosoit Oemepanuu... ¥ ChEJ UX... ¥ CTPAX MEPEN ITUMU COIIATaMH



3arevariencs B oyiue Amekca!

«41 He Mory npubnusuThes K [laHe...» Pyku Anekca 6bin Ha cTeHe. ETO pa3yM MOCTOSHHO OKpPY2Kalu
BCEBO3MOXKHEIE HEraTUBHBIE 3MOLUY, BO3HUKIIKE IO TOT0, KAK €ro 4eJI0OBeUYEeCKOe «I» YMepIIO.

B 9TOT MOMEHT KoIlla4ybu yiuu ApTaca BHE3allHO BCTAJIX IIPAMO BBEDPX. Ona THXO cHenaa IIar Ha3af,
ITIOYYBCTBOBAB, KdK YTO-TO yZKadcCaloiee IMOAKPAObIBAE€TCA... OT 9Y€JIOBE€Ka, CTOSAIIETO PAAOM C Hel.

JIronuyc...

JIrouryc HUKOTHa He 3JIUJICS... II0 KpalHel Mepe, OH HUKOTTA He MPOSIBIISII THeBa. [laxke KOTHa OH
yOuBaJl Jifofeii, Ha ero Jivlle Bce ellle Oblyla HEMTOHATHAS YJbIOKa.

Ho certtyac...

Arntbie rna3sa Jlionuyca IpeBpaTUIUCh B BePTUKaIbHEIE 3padyky, KaK Y 3Beps, U BhIpaxKeHue JIUIa
JIrouuryca noMpayHeso.

"Tlouemy?"
Ton JTtoumyca OBIJT POBHEBIM.

«IToToMy 4TO...» ANeKC ynas Ha KOJIeHU, My4YUMBIi KOJTMYeCTBOM HeraTUBa B CBOEM MO3TY U
HETOJI0BAaHMEM IIepel] CBOeH 4eT0BeYeCKOM CYIIHOCTRIO Iepel cMepThio. OH 3aKphUT 1106: «4...
IIPEeBPATHIICS B MOHCTPA U MpUYHUHIO [laHe 00Ib».

"9t10 Bce?" JIrouuyc nocMoTpes Ha Ajiekca, KOTOPBIM CHOBA yIlal Ha KOJIEHW U Me[JIEHHO HallpaBUJICs
K HEMY.

"Uto emie 51 MOTY caenaTh?" Anekc 3akpudana Ha Jlouuyca. «YOuTh ux? 9 He IPoCTO yOUI 3TUX
mopent! A ux cven! 3Haels 4To? WX oTUassHHBIE SMOIMHY TIE€PE CMEPTHIO, X BOCTIOMHAHAHUS !

«Xe...»
JIrounyc BCTasl Haf TeJIoM AjleKCa U, YXMBIIbHYBIIUCE...
"N gto?"

JIromuyc ymapun Anekca HOTOH B I'PYIb, OTYET0 €r0 TeJI0 TSIKeJI0 OJIeTeNI0 ¥ YIapuiIoch O 3aiHIOI0
cTeHy. AnleKC ynaJj Ha 3eMJII0, IIPUKPHIBAS I'PYb.

— 4 omubasncsa HacueT TeOs!

JIrouuyc BCTas nepen AJIeKCOM U ellle pa3 HaCTYIIWI Ha I'Pynab Ajlekca, OrpOMHAs Cujla 3acTaBUila
Arekca CHOBa yIapuUThCS CIMHOU O CTeHY, OCTaBUB OTPOMHYIO BMATUHY Ha JXeJIe3HOU CTeHe.

«B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, THI BCEro Nuib 4emoBek! He mpocto yenoBek! HeT, TH gaxke He 4eaoBeK!»

Ero anble rna3a, u3mydalolmye onacHOCTS, JIIoUWyC IpUCTaNbHO CMOTPEN Ha AJleKCa, yBeIUu4uBas
CBOMO cuiy!

«Hy u 4T0, ecnu s mpeBpaliyck B MoHCTpa? YTo, eciu 1 Koro-HuOyab yobio? f 3Hat, 4To Anekc



Mepcep crocobeH cpaxkaThCs HaCMePTh, YTOOHI 3aLUTUTL CBOIO CECTPY, faXkKe eCJii Y Hero HeT
HUKaKOM cunibl! YTo Temeps? mepeno MHOM... TH He 6ojiee YeM CyLIECTBO, Y KOTOPOTO AaXKe HEeT
nymmu! [Ta, MoXeT OBITh, THI TPeBPaTUIICS B MOHCTPa! Ho Temeps TH maxke He 4eloBeK!»

HIOLII/IYC HeHaBU[eI c/1aboCThb, OYeHb... OUeHb CHUJILHO!

OH maxe HeHaBugen cebs1, Korma-To c1aboro, 3a TO, YTO Y HEro He OBIIIO CUJIBI CTIACTH CBOIO CecCTpy,
IIpexpae 4eM €ro COXTYT Ha KOCTpe. OH MOT TOJIBKO CIIPDATATBECA B TEMHOM YT'JIY W 3dllJIaKaTh, YBUIEB,
KaK TeJIO ee CEeCTPEI IIOCTEIIEHHO CropaeT moTJIia. Ilaxke OH He CMOT C06paTB YHECEHHBIE BETPOM
OCTaHKHU €€ CECTPHI.

Ho aTot mapens nepen HuM... OH o6ajan CUION, CUJION, KOTopast Obljla HAMHOTO CHUJIbHEE, YeM Y
JII0Oed, BO3MOXKHO, naxke cuibHee, ueM oH caM. OH objnanan cuinoi! Ho uto oH mernasn mocie Takou
cunwl? CoaTbCcs?

«Kak yenoBek, Anekc Mepcep OepKUT MUCTONET U CTOUT IePel CeCTPOH, YTOOH 3amuTUThL ee. Ho
ceiiuac? Y Te6s maxe He XBaTaeT CMeJIOCTU YBUAETD ee!»

B pyke Jliounyca nosBumncs nucronet. OH yKa3al MOpao# Ha 100 Anekca.

"Bo3moxkHO0! Thl KOro-T0 yOust. Tsl youn koro-to! Ho mogymai o ToM, YTO OHU cHefanu Okl C TBOe
CecTpoH, ecnu OBl THL He yOun Tex napHen? Ee Ov1 yOunu, BepHo? 1 3Haio, U3 yero Oblla coejlaHa
apmus Hosoii ®epepanuu Kutas. Y HUX HET XKaloCTH K rpaxpaHckuMm! MHe npaBpa xaib [lany!"

«Bpara, KOTOpOro g Korga-to 3Haj, 60bie He cyulecTByeT. OH yMep, IePEepOAUBILIKACH MOHCTPOM B
obnuke Anekca Mepcepa». [lyno nuctoseTa Jlronuyca ObIsI0 TpukKaTo Ko 10y Anekca: «Bo3MOXKHO,
€ro cecTpa OflHa B 3TOM XOJIOMHOM, CyPOBOM MUPE, ¥ € He Ha YTO OIEPEeThCs. OOJIbIlIe He
cymecTByet!"

«fl...» Anekc BCTpeTusIach B3rJIAA0M C ajlbIMu I1a3aMu Jlronuyca.
IaHa...

Ceityac mepTB?

Kak g Mory npocTo ymMepeTs 31ech!

"¢ Takou, Kakou 1 ecTh!"

OH BHEe3aIIHO CXBaTHII HOTY JIioIMyca Ha TPyOy, HeHaMHOTO ciabee, yeM y JIoIuyca, ¥ yoapuil
Jlroriryca 1o JUITy B TOT MOMEHT, KOTa TOT IPHKaJl eT0 TeJlo K 3eMJIe.

«Xaa... Xa... Xa...» AJleKC 3aJ0OXHYJICs, KOT[la BCTaJl ¥ MOCMOTPe Ha JIioiuyca nepen coboi. «f He
HUKTO... MEHS 30ByT Anekc Mepcep, HukTo! 4 He!!!»

«Be1, pebsTa... ydupaiTech U3 MOei rooBbl». AJIeKC Pa3pyLIUi B CBOEH I'0JI0Be HeraTHBHEIE 3MOITHNH,
KOTOpHIE €My He IIpHHafjiexkally, 10 KPyIullaM U BHITAIllAII UX HApyXy...

"Vouparics!!!" OH CUIBHO YHApHUI 10 3eMJle, U CTallb BOaBUIaCh X PACCHIIANACh C TSIXKETbIM
MeTaJlJIN4eCKUM 3BYKOM.

— Bor Tak... — Jlounyc BEITEp KPOBh, BRITEKAIOIIYIO0 U3 YTOJIKa PTa, U OPOCUIT TUCTONEeT. — Jlaxke
€CJIM THI IPEBPATHUJICSA B MOHCTPA, HY ¥ 4TO? JTO JIy4llle, YeM Te IapHU, KOTOPEIe HOCAT
YeJI0BEYEeCKYI0 OfleKAy, HO BHYTPU Kak MOHCTPHL [loH TH Tak myMaenns, Anekc?! [laii MHe YBULEThb



TBOIO cuny!"

durypa Jlouyca nosasuiace nepen AnekcoMm, u AjieKC NNOTHAJ KyJjiak. [IoToM 110 BceMy 3aBony
pa3Heccs 3BYK pa3pylleHus CTalu...

ApTac 3aKphUI el r1a3a pyKaMH, MBITasiCh TOCMOTPETD, HO HE PeIasch MOCMOTPETh. B mobom
clydae, clieHa Oblla JJOBOJIbHO JKECTOKOH. .

— A... 4epT... — B3@oxHYI Jltouyc, 6€CIIOMOIIHO CUAEBIINH B yriy GabpuKu C J1eJeHIIoM BO PTY.

«IIpaBunbHO...» B3OOXHYN AJIeKC, cafsich PSOoM c JIIOIuycoM, IIsias Ha 3aBOJICKME OTHU U TOXKe
B3[BIXas.

«IToyeMy THI TaK CUJIbHO yOapui MeHs? Tl ciioMain MHe Tpu peOpa. [Toxoxke, Moii TO3BOHOYHUK TOXKeE
CJIOMaH, a PyK{ ¥ HOTH IIOJTHOCTBIO BEIBEPHYTHL. DTOM CHJION 00/1afaloT TOIHKO MOHCTPHI, BEPHO?»
Teneps Bce Teno Jlomuyca 6omneo.

«THL... maXxe Korpa y Te0s ciioMaHbl pedpa, CloMaH IT03BOHOYHUK, & PYKU U HOTY BCE BHIBEPHYTHI, ThI
BCE PABHO MOXKEIIb HETOPOIIINBO €CTh 3[IeCh KOHGEeTH. {1 HauuHalo AyMaThb, YTO Thl HACTOSIIUN
MOHCTP 3[eCh. [yMalo, YTO B TaKO# CUTyaInu 60ee yMEeCTHO KypuTh. Brl He Kypute?» AjleKC CHOBa
Hafles KaloIIOH, BHTISAAS 04eHb PAaCCTPOEHHEIM.

«Kypenne? Mosi cecTpa HEHaBUOUT 3allaX CUTAPeT, Kak U 5. Tak 4YTo... T He 3aMHTePecoBaH B
KypeHuu». JIIOLUyC 0KeBas JefleHel BO PTY ¥ OTOPOCHII AJIOYKY B CTOPOHY.

“TBos cecTpa?"
«Jla... OHa OBl7Ia OYEHb MUJION, HAMHOT'0 CUMIIaTUYHee, 4eM TBOS [laHa».

Anekc He oTBeTun. OH He YyBCTBOBAJI, UTO [OIkKeH ObIJI CIIpallliBaTh YTO-TO Bpofe: «MTak, roe oHa
ceryac?»

— Yro T coOMpaemILCs AenaTh ¢ 3TOro MoMeHTa? JIIoIuyc nocMoTpent Ha Anekca cO0Ky. —
BepHYyThCS K CBOEH CECTpe U PEeMHTEIPUPOBATLCS B UeJI0BEYECKYI0 XKu3Hb? OgHako HoBast
depepanys He OTKAXKETCS OT TeOs.

«4...» AyleKc TOCMOTpeN Ha CBOU PYKH, a MOTOM Ha (pabprKy, pa3pylleHHYI0 OpaKkoi Mexay co0ou 1
JIrouycom.

«4 He 3HaW... Ceryac g MPoOCTO X04y HaUTHU [laHy».

n n el

Ara?" Tlo kako¥-To mpu4uHe JII0LIKXyC BAPYT CKa3al: «f He Mory yOuTh TeOs, IPOTOTUI BUpYycCa...»
— 4 Toxe He MOTY yOUThH Te0S, BaMIIUP, — OTBETUII AJIEKC.

«Xex, Hy laBail 0CcTaBUM 3T0. Hafielock, Korma Mbl BCTPETUMCS CHOBA, THI He Oy/elllb HU Ha Ybei
CTOPOHE JTIOJIel».

HIOI_II/IYC BCTAJl, CTPAXHYII ITBIJIb C T€Jla X CZKaJl IIEI0.



— 41 6n1 mpeqnoyen He OBITH HA TBOEM CTOPOHE. AJIEKC TOXKEe BCTAJl U BCTPETUIICS TTla3aMu C
Jlrouycom.

"Bel 6ymeTe OCTAaTOYHO CKOPO." JTIOLKYC HATPABUIICS K BEIXOOY, TOe ero xman Aprac. OH moMaxarn
Anexcy u ucue3 B KOPHAOPE 3a YTTIOM.
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