"TIpoknsaThe, maBalTe aTakoBaTh!"

YBuzeB, 4TO HECKOJIBKO TTOA3EMHBIX IIeCUaHBIX MypaBbeB OPOCUIIUCH Ha HUX, BIpaxKeHue nuia Cue
M3MEHMIOCh, Kak 1 y Haubiu 1 Monu. OHU He CTajld Me[JIUTh U Cpa3y ke aTaKOBaJlu.

OrHEeHHHIH IIap ¥ CTPeJla BEIPBAIKCh HApPyKy, YOUB [IBYX IOA3EMHEIX TBOPIIOBEIX IT€CUAHBIX
MypaBbeB. CHe TakxXKe B3MaxHYJI MEUOM ¥ pa3pyOui roJIoBy eIle OJHOT0 MypaBhs Ha [BE YACTH.

OJIHaKO ImeCYaHbl€e MyPABbX HE OCTAHABJIMBAJINCH U C BU3TOM HaGpOCI/IHI/ICB Ha TPpeX MyPaBLEB.

Ha HEKOTOpO€ BpeMsa MEXNYy HUMHU 3aBsA3aJIaCh HAlIPAXKEHHaAsA OuTBa.

Jly FOaus cnepoBan 3a rpynnoi Cue u BOPYT YCIIBILIAT CATIBHBIN LIYM.

OH c HeIoyMeHHEeM YCTaBUJICS Ha MPOUCXOsIee epern HUM.

YTO TONMBKO YTO IPOU3OLIIO?

3aTeM OH ORICTPO IPOIOIXKMI O6eKaTh BIIEpe].

OueHb CKOpPO OH YBUIEN Ha 3eMJjie TTTy0OKU KpaTep.

[Tocne atoro Jly FOans ycrbiarn rHeBHbIN peB Cue, BU3r MypaBbeB U3 IIOA3EMHOr0 ABOPLa U 3BYKU
0os1.

O9TOT r1y0OKUM KpaTep U 9TOT 3BYK...

"T'He3[m0 OA3eMHBIX IBOPLIOBBIX IIeCYaHBIX MypaBbeB?!"

Bripaxenue Jly FOans cpa3y ke U3MEHUIOCE.

Buepa Jly FOanb npocMaTprBai UITIOCTPUPOBAHHBIY CIIPABOYHMK CBUPENHIX 3Bepel ['oponma
[TecuaHuKa U, eCTECTBEHHO, IIPOYXTAN BBEJEHNE O MMOA3EMHBIX IBOPIIOBHIX II€CUAHBIX MyPaBbsX.

Ecnu Gbl OH BCTPETHI HEOOIBINYIO TPYIIY MypPaBbeB B TYHHEJISX IIOA3E€MHOI'0 OBOPIIA, eCiu OBl OH
cMoT 1o6euTh UX, TO He OblyI0 O Tpo6iieM, faxKe eciu Obl OH UX YOUJL.

Ho ecnu oH cTanKuBancsd C MYPABBMHBEIM I'HE3OO0M, COBET aBTOPA UIJITIOCTPUPOBAHHOT'O CIIPABOYHHUKA
COCTO4AJI BCEro u3 AByX CJIOB.



U at0 OBLIO... OEXKAaTh.

Ecnu KTO-TO BXOIOUJ B THE3[0 ITeCYaHBIX MyPaBhEB, €T0 CYMTAIM 3aXBaTYUKOM. Bce mecyaHbie
MypaBbu OpoCATCS Ha Bac, YTOOR OKPYKHUTb U aTaKOBATk.

Ecnu omuH MypaBel He CIPABISAIICS C BAMH, BX CTAHOBUIIOCH JeCSITh. ECIH MecsATh He CIIPABATCS, X
oymeT cTo.

U Tak IIPOAOJIZKAJIOCh N0 TEX II0P, IIOKA BCE€ 3aXBAaTYMUKU HE morubanmy.

Hy}KHO 3HATh, YTO BHYTPU I'He3Ja HaXOOUJIOCh Ooree AdeCsATKa ThICAY ITeCYaHbIX MyPaBLEB.

Kak TonmpKO MypaBbu HaOpacHBAIUCh Ha KOT'0-TO, UX YHUCJIO CTAHOBUJIOCH ITYTAOIIE OIPOMHBIM.
HeBaXHO, HACKOJIBKO CUJIBHBIM OBIJT YeJIOBEK, €CIIU €T0 JyXOBHAs 9HePrus Obla ©3pacxofoBaHa, OH
He CMOT OBl IIPOTUBOCTOSITh MyPaBhsIM.

['eHHBIE GOUIEI TOKE YYBCTBOBAJIU YCTAJIOCTE.

Bomee Toro, moMuMo 0OBIYHEIX Pa00YHUX MypaBbeB, 3[eCh ObIIM ¥ MypPaBby 3IUTHOTO KJIacca.

Ecnu 370 OBIIIO KPYITHOE MypaBhUHOE THE3M0, TO TaM MOTJIH OBITh Jazke CyIecTBa Kiacca 6occ!

He TOBOPA yXKe€ O IMeCYaHbIX MypPaBbAX IIOA3EMHOI'0 ABOPIia, JazKe CTOJIKHYThECA C OKPY2KE€HUEM KYUYKH
MYPaBBEB-COJIAAT 3JIMTHOI'O KJIaCCa OBITTO OBI CMEPTEJILHO OIIaCHO.

B mauHBIM MOMEHT, X0Ts 3amuTa JIy FOaHs He Ovina cnaboi, HO ecnid Obl OH CTOJIKHYJICS C
MYPaBbSIMHU-COIIaTaMU 3JIUTHOT'O KJIacca, TO He CMOT OBl UM ITPOTUBOCTOSITh.

ConpaTckue MYPaBBH 3JIMTHOT'O KJIaCCa OTIIMYaJIUCh OT YEPHOPYHHBIX 2KYKOB. CKOpOCTB
pa(bI/IHI/IPOBaHI/IH YEePHOPYHHLBIX XKYKOB Oblsla HECKOJILKO HUXKE.

Kak tonbko JIy FOaub yBumen 9Ty uHdopMalnio, OH pPeInsi, 4To He OyoeT uCKaTh CMEPTH, BOUAS B
THe3[0 NeCYaHbIX MypPaBheB.

KTo 651 MoOT IMogyMaTh, YTO OH BCTPETHUT 30E€Ch MYPABEUHOE THe3[0?

Y Jly FOaHs cpa3y ke BO3HHKJIa MBIC/Ib 00 OTCTYIIJIEHUH.

OpgHako... Korfa oH IIPHUCIIyIIAJICA K 3BYyKdM 005 BHHU3Y, BEIPA2KE€HHUE €TI0 JIMIa U3MEHHNIIOCh, U Ha HEM
IIOSABHUIIOCH BEIPazKEHHUE KOHCI)J'II/IKTa.



(HecMmoTps HM Ha 4TO, S UCIIONIb30BaJ 3ejibe ycuneHus 3amuTel 3a 10 000 gonnapos... MoxeTt nu
OBITH TaK, YTO S HEMCTBUTEJILHO JOJIXKEH BePHYThCS 0e3 mMpuOBLIH?)

9to 66110 10 000 monmapos!

Ho ecnu pagu 10 000 monmapoB OH IOMAaAEeT B OKPYKeHHe ITeCYaHbIX MypaBbeB, 3TO OyIeT TOro He
CTOUTb...

Jly FOaHb MCHIBITHIBAI TPOTHBOPEYMBEIE YYBCTBA, HO €I'0 HOTH HEIPOU3BOIBHO U OCTOPOXKHO
npubIuKany ero Bce 0uxKe u OUXKe K IITy00KOMY KpaTepy.

"MH... 1 IPOCTO IIOCMOTPIO. YUUTHIBAsI MOU 3allIUTHLIE CIIOCOOHOCTH, 00BIYHEIe paboyne MypaBbu He
CMOTYT IPOOUTEL MO0 3aIIUTY. [J0 TEX MOP, ITOKa MeHs He aTaKyl0T MypaBbH-COJIIATEL 3JTUTHOTO
KJjlacca uiu pabouyne MypaBbU C 0Y€Hb BEICOKOM CTENEHbI0 YTOHYEHHOCTH, OIIaCHOCTh JOJIXKHA OHITh
HecyecTByolen. [1o KpaliHer Mepe, s JOXKEH IUYHO YBUAETh, KaK 9T TPU KOTa YMPYT.
EcTtecTBeHHO, OyeT ellle Iy4Ille, eCTM U3 HUX BBHIIIAeT HECKOJIBKO XOPOIIUX ITPeIMeTOoB".

Jly FOanb Mosya yreman cels.

Bckope OH IOfomIes K Kpak riIyGoKoro KpaTepa.

Jly FOaHb OIIyCTHII TOJIOBY U 3arjIsHYJ BHUS.

OH cpa3y Xke YBUOE] 0TBEPCTHE IIIyOMHON OKOJIO MSITH METPOB, a BHYTPU KpaTepa OBIIO IBa TEMHBIX
TYHHEJISI, PA3BETBIISIONIMXCS B IBYX HAIIPABIEHUSIX.

V3 TyHHenel BrIberaiy MOg3eMHEBIE JBOPILIOBEIE IIeCUYaHble MYPABby, KOTOPHIE OKPYXKHUIH TPEX KOTOB,
HAXOOUBIIKMXCS B IIEHTPE KpaTepa.

Tpoe MypaBbLeB OB €11le JOBOJIbHO CUIIHHHL.

Oco0eHHO IIOCIe TOT0, KaK OHY BHEIIUIIHM 3e/bd. [IoKa melcTBUe 3eIuil He ociiabio, UX CUia,
€CTeCTBEHHO, BO3POCIIa.

Bce mecyantnie MYP4aBBH IIOA3EMHOT'0O OBOPIIA, HAIlaBIINE Ha HUX, OBIIH YGI/ITLI.

Ceiiuac 3eMist OblIa ycestHa TOJICTHIM CJIOEM TPYIIOB ITeCYaHbIX MypaBbeB. Hx Owito 6oiee 20.

Bposu Jly KOans gepHynIuch, KOrga OH yBULEIN 3TO.

Ecnu Tak moifeT u Janblile, TO, BOSMOXKHO, KOT/la TPYIIOB ITeCYaHbIX MypaBheB CTaHET OOJIbIIE, OHU



CMOTYT 3a6I0KUPOBATh TYHHEIIU?

"Pa3Be 3TU TpHU KOTa He CMOTyT y6exkaTh mmocje 3Toro? ...HeBepHo, g Bce ellle 31eck. Pa3Be 3T0 He
O3HaYaeT, YTo OHU OyAyT CXxBaueHHl MHOM?"

I'nmaza Jly FOaHs 3acusiny, Korga OH IOHSUI, YTO CUTyalldsl He KaXKeTCs IIJI0OXOU.

Cuiie u ero rpynna o0HapyKUIX, YTO KOJIMYECTBO TPYIIOB IOCTEIIEHHO YBEINYNBAETCS.

HOSTOMY rna3a Cue 3aCBETUINCE, U B HUX IIOSIBUIIOCH BBEIPA2KEHHNE PAOOCTH.

"MBI MOK€EM HCIT0/Ih30BaTh TPYIIEI TIeCYaHBIX MypaBbeB, UTOOH 3a0I0KMPOBATh TYHHENH!"

"Xopormas uges!"

I'maza Hawubuu 3acusinu: "Cue, coenay 9T0, TBOS CHJla camasi Oosbiasi! MEl BIBOEM IOAIEPKUM
TebOs!"

Ero ry0sl OpozKasy, HO y Hero He OblI0 crioco6a OIpOBEPTHYTH 3TO.

B 3TOT MOMEHT IIO3eMHEIE ITIeCYaHEIEe MYPaBBH TOXKE 3aMETHUIIA 3TO.

Heckonbko mecyaHbIX MypaBLeB He OPOCUIUCH K TpeM KoTaM. CKOpee, OHU YHECIIH TPYIIBI CBOUX
TOBapHUILEN.

Vi3HadanbHO TOJICTAs CTOIKa TPYIIOB B KpaTepe BCKope Oblyia yOpaHa.

Bripaxenus: Cue u IByX IPYTUX Cpa3y ke CTalu HEIPUTIISIHbIMHU.

Hansbiu Beipyrancs: "Heyxenu 3Tu MypaBbu cTanu feMoHaMu? [loueMy uxX UHTEJJIEKT TakK BHICOK?!"

Momnu IIOCMOTPEJIa Ha HereramamHlHﬁCﬂ IIOTOK IT€CYaHbIX MYPABLEB, U €€ JINIIO mobyiegHero.

"Uto HaM pmenath? Ecnu Tak 6ymeT IpogoiKaThCs, TO paHO UIIK MTO3MHO Ml OyeM U3MOTaHH [0
cmeptu!"

JIumo Cue 6b1510 MpayHbIM. OH yOUJI ellle OHOT'0 ITeCYaHOor0 MypaBbsi, HO YyBCTBOBAJI, YTO €T0



AOYXOBHAs 3HEPIrus CKOPO UCCAKHET.

Bre3amHo Cue, Ka3al0Ch, YTO-TO BCIIOMHUJI, €T'0 BEIPaXKeHNe JTUIla H3MEHHUIIOCE.

"AX ma, Te e TOT YeJloBeK?".

O6a oHU IOJHSJIU T'OJIOBHE ¥ ITIOCMOTPENIX Ha OTBEPCTHE KpaTepa.

[Tocne atoro onu yBupenu JIy KOaHs, KOTOPEIY CUAEN TaM Ha KOPTOYKaX ¥ CMOTPENT Ha HUX.

Korpga JIy FOaHb BCTPETUIICS C HUMU B3TJISIAOM, OH Pa3BeJl pyKaMu U YIILIOHYIICS.

"Mowu Tpu KoIaybuX Apyra. 3OpaBCTBYUTe! YUuTEIBasg MO Yepelralibio CKOPOCTh, 1 He 0KHUTal, 4YTO
CMOT'y CHOBA JOTHATh Bac".

Tpoe Komaubux apyseiu: "..."

OHu 4yTh He ClIOMaju 3y0OBl, KOTMa YBUAEH YIbIOKY Ha nute JIy FOaHs.

Ocob6eHHO 3TO Kacanoch HaHbIM, KOTOPHIM paHee rOBOPUJ HaCMeIUIKWBHIE CI0Ba B afpec JIy FOaus.
Ceiiuac OH CypOBO CTHCHY 3y0OHI, TaK KaK He XOTeJl HU4ero APyroro, KpoMe Kak 6pOCUTL OTHEHHBIN
map B JIy FOauq.

Ho B uTore 0H HanpaBuj OTHEHHBIH IIap Ha ITeCYaHoTr0 MypaBbs Iepef coOoM.

OH X0710gHO IIpou3HeC.

"YenoBek! HaM meliCTBUTENBHO HE IIOBE3JI0, U MBI HATKHY/IUCh Ha MypaBbUHOE THe310! YTo ThI
¥Meelllb B BUAY, KOTa TOBOPUIIL, YTO CMOTPHUIIb 34€eCh Moy ?"

Jly FOans paccmescs: "KTo ckasas, 4To s CMOTpIO II0y? 1 XAy, KOTHa Bbl TPOE YMpPeTe, YTOOH!
3abpaTh Balwm Bemu".

Ycnsimmas 370, CHOBa ITOCIIBIIIAIUCH 3BYKHU CKpPeXeTa SYGOB.

Monu xonopHo nocMoTpera Ha Jly FOans.

"ByneM HafesThCs, YTO ThHl TOXKE HE YMPEIb B [TaCTHU ITUX IeCYaHBIX MypaBLeB!"



"Bombiroe cracubo, TpeKpacHas ey, 3a Bairy 3a00Ty. OmHAKO, Thl XOPOIIUHM YeJI0BEK. ITO
HEBO3MOXKHO MeXAy HaMu".

"Yomogok!"

Y Haubuu, u Moju ObUIH B HECPAaBHEHHOM T'HEBE.

"UemoBek! Kak HacueT TOro, 4TOOH 3aKJTIOYUTDh COETKY?"

B 9TOT MOMEHT MOJTYaBIIKH [0 3TOro Cue 3arOBOPHIL.

Jly FOans nocMotpen Ha Cue, 4yBCTBys ce0s1 HECKOJIBKO 03ajaueHHEIM.

"JT0 MBI MOXKEM 3aKJIIOUUTH?"

"THI BHIIYCTHUIIL HAC U He Hallaflelllb Ha Hac. MBI TOTOBEL faTh Tebe KpHUCTasIH ayxal"

Jly FOaHb Haxmypucs: "[JaTb MHe KpUCTaJIIbL gyxa?"

"Xoporto! { He MPOTHB cKa3aThk Tebe, UTO MBI TOIHKO 4TO Bomuiu B CTpaHy MICTOKOB, Tak 4To y Hac, B
00I11eM-TO, He TaK MHOTO BHITOAHL. [laxke eCjIi MBEl YMpPeM, Thl CMOXKeIlb MOIy4YuTh auiib 100
KPUCTAJJIOB yXa U BCEro JIUIIL NeCATh C JIUIIHUM MaTepruasos”.

Bripaxenue nuna Jly FOaus 3acTeino.

(TompKO mecsaTh C TAIIHUM MaTepuanos?!)

(BBl 4TO, cCYUMTAETEe MEHS HUIIUM?!)

3enbe, KOTOpoe OH ucronb3oBas, ctouwio 10 000 monnapos!

He moTepsieT nu OH TOrga CBOU KamuTam?

Bups, uyto Jly FOans HU4Yero He roBopuUT, ria3a Cue 3acusiiu.

(Ectp manc Ha ycnex! IToxoxke, 5TOMy 4eI0BEKy He XBaTaeT KpUCTAJIJIOB Ayxa?)

OH pelws HAHECTH yaap, OKa XKeje30 ropsyo.



"Ecnu THI BEITYCTHIIb HaC ¥ He OyOels HamafaTh Ha Hac, Mbl MOXKeM faTh Tebe mo 1000 KkpucTasnos
nyxa! 1,000 kpucTtasnaoB gyxa Ha 4yenoBeka!"

Jly FOaHb ycTaBusncs Ha Cue, IOBTOPSS IPeLIoKeHue.

Ecnu o 1,000 Ha yesoBeka, TO 3TO 03Hauasno 0wl B 0011elt cinoxuoct 3,000.

YTOOHI IOJTYYUTh CTOJIKO KPUCTAJIJIOB, EMY IIPUIIIOCH Obl YOUTH THICSYM CBUPEIHIX 3BEpel B
[TogzemuoM [IBoplLe IlecuaHuKa.

WY eMy mpuIiochk Ob MOTPATUTh OY€Hb MHOTO BPpEMeHH, YTOOH! YOUTh CTOIBKO KPUCTAJIIOB.

([TpoknsiThE, I HEHCTBUTEIBHO YYBCTBYIO Ce0sT TPOHYTHIM!)

"Tak, 1000 kpucTannoB Ayxa Ha 4yenoBeka! Kak Hacuet sToro?"

Cuie yOUI MEUOM ellle OTHOTO ITeCYaHOro MypaBhsi.

Jly FOanb 3aMomyar.

Cue momgan, Monu 1 Haebuix ToXe Modanu. OHU CIIOKOMHO ITPOOOJIXKajy yOuBaTh
HelpeKpallauics IOTOK IIeCYaHbIX MypPaBLEB.

Henb3st OBIIO HE CKA3aTh, YTO KOJTMYECTBO IMECYAHBIX MypPaBheB IIOCTOSTHHO YBETUYUBAJIOCH, U
IOaBJIeHNe Ha HUX TaKXKe CTaHOBUJIOCH BCe 00JIbIle U OOJIbIIe.

Kpome Toro, BpeMs meiCTBUS 3e/Ibsi 00BIYHOTO KJIaCCa COCTaBIISANIO Bcero 20 MUHYT.

9ddeKT CKOPO moKeH OB 3aKOHYUTHCS.

Ha kakoe-To BpeMsi Cre U OBOe OPYTUX IOYYBCTBOBAJIU TPEBOTY.

B sTor MmomeHT Jly FOaHb yneIOHYIICS U TPOU3HEC.

"“TBOE IpenoxkKeHWe OYeHb 3aMaH4MBO... HO S €er0 OTKIIOHSI0!"

Ycnwias cioBa Jly FOaus, BelpaxeHnus null Cue U 0CTaJIbHBIX U3MEHUTIUCE.

"Tlouemy?!"



"KTo 3HaeT, BPETe BLl MHE UK HET? MoXKeT OBITh, Ballla BEITofa Oblla Hemmoxoi? Kpome Toro, ecnu s
IeNCTBUTEILHO 0CBOOOXKY Bac, YTO OymeT, eCciu Bl MPOHOIKUTe 6exkaTh? MHe MpUgeTcs
IIPOMOJIKATh IIPeCIenoBaTh Bac Bcex? M camoe riaBHOE..."

Jly F0aHb ynbIOHYICS, B €T0 I1a3ax MeabKHYJa X0JI0GHOCTh. OH CTUCHYJI 3y0bl ¥ ITPOOJIKHUTL.

"Brl, Tpu yOITIOOKAa, ABaXK[Ib MEITATUCh YOUTh MeHs! Eciu s He yOBbIO Bac BCeX ONMH pa3, s He CMOTY
YCIIOKOUTH CBOM r'HeB!"

(XoTs mue, JIy FOaH10, He XBaTaeT AeHET, 1 X04y yOUTh Bac, TPOuX yOJIIOOKOB, ellle cuibHee!)

(CmeeTe BEICTYIIaTh IPOTHUB MEHS KaXKIbIM pa3, KOTHa IPUXOOUTe?)

(Heyxenu s Tak mnpoct?!)

(41 3acTaBmio0 Bac yMepPeTh ONUH pPa3 ¥ IIOCMOTPIO, OCMEJIUTECH JIU BHI ielaTh 3T0 B Oynmyiem!)

XoTst OH TOBOPHUII 9TO BHyTpeHHe, cepate JIy Kaus Bce emre 6o1esno oT 60Iu.

9to 66110 3 000 KpHUCTaIIOB!

Ecmu 681 0H cMoOT IIOJIY4YHUTDh UX, TO 3TO CHUTAJIOCH OBl OEelCTBUTEIBHO OFpOMHOﬁ CYMMOﬁ meHer!
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