I'appu Obln B CBOEM KaOWHETE [0 PaCCBETA, IPOCTHO MPOIUCTHIBAS KaXKObIM TePraMeHT U XKypHal
MUHKUCTEPCTBA, 10 KOTOPHIX MOT OOTSHYTHCS. Ero 3eseHble ra3a OblIM DUKUMHU U SPOCTHHIME, KOT'Ia
OH MIPAKTUYEeCKH IIJTaBajl BOKPYT CBOETro CToJa B 6ecropsigke Gymar ¥ KOXKH, OTYASTHHO HIIA YTO-
HUOyOb Ha TeMy «0epeMeHHOCTb Yepe3 AMOPTEHITUIO».

«He MoOry MOBepUTh, UTO CYUTAN ITOT0 OECIIOIE3HOT0 MPUAYPKA MOUM JTYYLIUM OPYTOM, — CEPOUTO
nogyMas [appu, B3MaxoM IaJIOUKU MepejIuCThBas ellle HeCKOJIbKO YPOBHEH mepraMeHTa, — 31eCh
MOXKHO OBITH 4TO-TO. & maMm aToMy OOJIbHOMY MOXKU3HEHHOE 3aKioyeHne B A3ka0OaHe 3a 3To! YepT, 5
MoT OBl TOUTH U YOUTH ero caM. Hcrionb3ylo 3embe, 4ToOn 3a0epeMeneTs, boxe, 6egHast ['epMuoHa.

Tappu pyxHYJ B CBOe 0(HCHOE KPECTIO, TYT XkKe BCIIOMHUB CBOETO €IMHCTBEHHOI0 JIYYIIIETO APYTa.
Temepb Bce uMes0 cMBICT. Ee ycTanocTh U MJI0X0e CaMOYyBCTBHE, ee TprbaBKa B BeCe, BUSUTEHL K
BpaudaM, Bce! Camasi yMHast BeJbMa CBOero Bo3pacTa Oklyia 6epeMeHHa, a [[appu 10 CUX IIOP MOHSTUS
He uMmern!

«HeyouBUTENIBHO, YTO OHA MHITANIACh CKPHITH 9TO OT MEHs, — momyMas ['appu, CTUCHYB 3yObI Tpu
OmHOM MBICTTH 0 PoHambae Yusmu, — oT Hero oHa 3abepeMeHesna». OH U3HACUIIOBATI €€, YePT BO3bMHU!

CxuMas KyJlaKy ¥ XJIonas UMU 110 CTOJIy, Bce MUHUCTEPCTBO, Ka3aJloCh, COLPOranoch 0T IPOCTU
Fappu.

«f YBbIO 9TOI'O CYKHMHOI'O ChIHA!»

"Tappu [ToTrTep!" [IBeps KabrHeTa C TPOXOTOM pacliaXHylach, ¥ S YBULET IyPIyPHYI0 MaHTHUIO
camoro MuHHUCTpa Maruu Kunrcnu [llekn6onta. Ero muio 66110 UCKaXKeHO CTpaflaHueM U JIETKUM
pasnpaxeHueM, Korga [appu ynan oOpaTHO Ha CTYJI, TSAKEJIO OHIIIa U CEPAUTO IS HU Ha 4TO
KOHKpeTHoe. Ecyu Ol B3TJISIOH M3[ajieKa MOTIu yOuBaTh, POH, HECOMHEHHO, OBITT OB MEPTB BCIO
nopory 1o Orrepu-cTput-Katunon. — YTo 3mech NPOUCXOOUT?

— OH HeBHIHOCHMHIN ManleHbKUM mpuaypok, Kunrcnu! A xouy, 4To0B 3TOT YOIIOM0K ymMep!

— lappu, 0 4eM THI TOBOPUIIIL?

"Tepmuona 6epemenHal"

B KOMHaTe mOBUCIA TSXKeJas TUIMHA, KOTJa HeHaBUCTh ['appu, Ka3anoch, 6€33ByYHO U3TUBAJIACh
BOJIHAMH, ¥ KMHTCITH CTOSIIT B LIIOKE.

— OHa... yT0?

«BepemenHa, Kunrcnu. 'epMroHa GepeMeHHa».



Hanp;{}KeHHe OBIJIO HACTOJIBKO CHJIBHBIM, YTO €TI0 MO2KHO OBITIO pe3aThb HO2KOM, KOrga TEMHOKOXKHUM
MHHHUCTD TO2Ke YyIIaJl B KPeCJIO, ITMPOKO PACIIaXHYB I'lla3d, U IIPEPEIBUCTO BOOXHYII:

— U 18I pyMaems?..

— 4 xouy, 4TOOBI OH yMep, — MPAyvHO Impophrdas ['appu, ckuMas Kyjnaky 1 3y6el. OmHAKO B TIyOuHe
€ro CO3HaHUs YTO-TO ellle He laBajio eMy IMOoKos. BocrmoMuHaHue, KOTOPOe OTYASTHHO XOTEeJIO BCIIJIBITh
Ha MMOBEPXHOCTh, HO OBIJIO OTTECHEHO CO3HaHMeM ['appu, KOT[a OH COCPEeNOTOYHII CBOM THEeB Ha
MJIAIIEM U3 MYXKYUH YU3NH. «ITOT YOJIIOMOK 3aMJIaTHT 3@ TO, YTO IPUUYMHUII € 00>,

C Tpynmom crioTHYB, KMHTCIM ITOKa4aJsl IojIoBOM U MOJHS 06e PyKH.

— TBoii rHeB noHATEH, ['appu. f yKe 1mocian rpyniy aBpopoB, 4ToOH 3a0paTh MOJIOAOTO YeJ0BeKa
IJIs JOoIpoca...

«On 3aCIyZKHBaAeT MMOoIeJIyd 3a 4YTO-TO BpOoOe 3TOoro...»

— HOTTep, TBOU THEB HpaBeJIHBIfI. Ho on HMYeM He TOMOXKET FepMI/IOHe. ThI mONTXKEH OEePKAaTh I'OJIOBY
30eCh, IIOTOMY 4TO Ponanbm BCe ellle CYUTAET, YTO TH Ha €ro CTOpPOHE...

— Ho s He B nopsaxke. [ait MHe ero, Kunrcnu, oH 00jbllle HUKOTAa He OyfeT AbIIaTh...

— Tl'appu, Bo3bMu cebs B pyku! — psiBKHYN KMHTCIM, 3aTHIKAs IOHOIIY, IT0OKA MUHKUCTP T0JABaICs
BIlepen, — TO, 4To Tebst OpocsaT B A3kabaH 3a yOuiiCTBO, HUUEM He IToMOxkKeT. Kpome Toro, s Mor Ob
caMm youts Yuanu. 'epMroHa MHE KaK I09b, KOTOPOH Y MEHSI HUKOTa He OBINIO.

Tsi2Keo B3QOXHYB ¥ KUBHYB I'OJIOBOM, THEB ITPEBPATHUJICS B TYMaHHHIM TyMaH, Koraa ['appu moTtep
JIETKYI0 LeTHHY, 00pa30BaBIIyI0Cs Ha of0opoaKe. OTUM YTPOM OH OCTaBusl ['epMUOHY HaeguHe C
anbdamu,

— 4 momxeH ObLT OBITH PSIIOM C HEN, — TPOMKO ITpo6opMoTas I'appu, — 5 OCTaBUII € 3aMUCKY U
IIPUIIIe]T CI0fla, KaK TOJIBKO ITOHSTL...

— 'epmuoHa — cusnbHas OeByIIKa, ['appu. {1 3Hal0, TH XOUellb 3all[UTUTh ee 0T BCcero Mupa. Ho
IpSIMO celyac HaM HyKHO HaUTHU 4eJI0oBeKa, KOTOPBIU CHesal 3To...

B 3TOT MOMEHT [iBeph B KabuHeT ['appu pacmaxHynaach, ¥ BHYTPh BOLLIN TPOe aBPOPOB. Bce oHU Oblyn
TIOKPBITH TPSI3bI0 C HOT [[0 TOJIOBHI, ¥ BCE TPOE BRITJISAMENM KaK B OelteHCTBE. CTOSI pSIIOM CO CBOMM
noponeyHsM, ['appu men pagoM ¢ KuHrenu, KOTopeld BHUMATEIbHO CMOTPEN MeXAy HUMU TPEMS.

"Yro npousouno?"



«O#n ymen, muauctp. Ob6a oHuU. [leByuIKa Oblna OTJylieHa, ¥ Mbl OTIIPABUIN e€e B 00nbHULY CBATOTO
MyHro, HO IBO€ OPYI'UX MPOMaIn».

— YepT BO3bMHU, — BHIIOXHYI ['appu, TpoBOAd PYKOU 110 nully, — POH Hac 3Haer.

— 4 He gymato, yTo 310 PoH, I'appu, — 3asgBun ogux u3 MpakoOopies, ToyHu. «OmenoMUTENb GBI
MOIITHEIM, BEPOSTHO, OT CTAPOT0 3aKJIMHATEN. . »

«Torma Monmnu 6Gbllla B 9TOM 3aMelllaHa, — MPo00PMOTai I'appy, Cy3uB Tla3a, KOraa OH OyMall O
MEeHCTBUSAX XKEHIIWHEI, KOTOPYIO OH CYKTAJI MaTepPhio, — OHa mobemuia benmaTpukc Bo BpeMst OHUTBEL
Be3 comHeHus, [I2KWHHY BMeEIIIalach BO YTO-TO, YETO OHA He IpeAnosarasia. K. MoJiiu 3amaHuKoBasa
U OTJIYIIINIIA €e»,

— Ee cobcTBenHas qoub? — crpocuil KuHremu, — MBI He MOXKeM [ieflaTh IMOCIEeITHEIX BRIBOTOB. S
X04y, 4TOOHI BCE KAMUHHBIE CETH U 30HHI allllapalliyd HaXOOUIIHUCh MTOM HaOI0gqeHrueM MIpsIMo cervac...

— ITO yXKe cHenaHo, cap. Mul yBeqoMuinu MUHUCTEPCTBO, KaK TOJIHKO 00HAPYXKUIU IIPOIaxy YU3IIH.

"Xopomas pabora. Kyna onu moupgyt?"

lappu mopxarn ryosl. Kortenx [llenn? He Tak yxK u faneko, ecnu y Moy OB KaKOW-TO IIJIaH.
[eipsiBeIid KOTEN? HeT, CIUIIKOM 04eBUOHO. Tak Iae xKe elre...

"Tepmuona!" 'appu MOCMOTpeN Ha TPYINY JIOAeX B oduce, Mpexkae YeM annapupoBaTh IPOYb,
IPU3EMJIUBILKCH Yepe3 YIUIy OT IjToiany ['pyMMo, Iie CEepauTO KOIBIXaluch 00epery.

Momnnu otBe3na Pona B XorsapTc u BOCIIONIb30Bajach KAMUHOM B KaOuHeTe [laMOn1gopa — HEIHE
MunepBel. MUHUCTEPCTBO HE MOXKET OTCJIEIUTH €r0, U OH UMeeT IIPSIMOe OTHOILIEeHUe K IJIOLanu
['puMMO, TTOCKOJIbKY [0 CHX IIOp SBJISETCS aKTUBHBIM MecToM cobpanuit OpaeHa. Kak s mory OBITH
TaKUM TJIyIIEIM!

Tsi3Keo Oblllla ¥ CTy4a B OBEPh, [appu MPaKTUYECKHU BLIOUI €e HOT'OM, KOT/Ia MOSIBUJICS B ITPUXOXKEH.,
o601 MeIeHHO TOIHUMAJICS C TOTO MEeCTa, Tl OH SBHO OBIJT OLIENTOMJIEH, BHU3 PSIAOM C BUHKYU u
CymecTtBoM. OHM, BEPOSITHO, TTBITAIKCh 3aIIUTUTE IOM, HO OBIITH IOJABIIEHH IBYMS CUIbHBEIMU
BOJIIIIEOHUKAMH,

— IIo66wu, roe 'epMuoHa?

"...m3yuvaurte...['appu [ToTTepa, cap. OnacHOCTS..."

— Ortppixat, [To66u. Omyctu ob6eperu, 4To0sl KMHTCIIM ¥ aBPOP BOIIIH BHYTPS!



Pa3BepHYBIIUCH Ha KaOyKax, ['appu BRITAINX MTAJIOUKY U IIOCIEIX K KabuHeTy. Ha mony 3a
[IBEPBIO JTeJKalla mayiouka ['epMuoHE], OTOPOIIEeHHAsI B CTOPOHY PSIIOM C Pa36UTOM Ba30W.

«Owna 6oponack », — nogyMan ['appy, HaKJIOHSSCH K OBEPH, IpeXkKe 4eM IIPOU3HeCT: Oe3MOJIBHOE «
ajioxaMopa » Ha pydke. Kak u B ciy4yae ¢ BXONHOU OBephio, [appy MpakKTU4eCcKy BLIOUT ee HOTOi,
ellBa YBEPHYBIIUCH OT « OTYIIEHUS », HAIPABJIEHHOI'0 IPSIMO €My B T'OJIOBY.

"Monnu!" 'appu 3apeyai, IPUTHYBIINCE B TOTOBOU I103€ Ha II0JTy, ITI0Ka PhI2KEeBOJIOCas KeHIuHa
CMOTpeJia Ha HeTo, IIpeXfe 4eM ee JINI0 HAllOJIHUIIOCH (DasIbIINBOM CITafOCThIO.

— l'appu, goporoii, Thl KaK pa3 BoBpeMs. 'epMuoHa o4eHb 60JbHA. ..

Ornsgaysuuch, [appu npuiiien B SpocTh, yBUAEB ['epMHUOHY B pyKax PoHa, TOTEPSBIIYI0 CO3HAHNE,
KOT7la OH MEMJIEHHO KaIHYJI ef B POT IePIaMyTPOBOM KUTKOCTHIO.

— O#, xBatut, Yusnu. d 3Harw, 4To B COEJIaIy, YTO BEI 00a coesanu!

— l'appu, TH He MOHUMAeIllb, — YCTaBUJIaCh MOJIIM, XOTS ¥ He OIYCTHIIa IAJI0YKY, KakK ¥ ['appu He
OTIYCTHUJI CBOIO. — ['epMHOHA BIt00/IeHa B MOEro ManbyrKa. bemHsakKa [I)KUHHY, OHA TOXKe X0Tesa
BBIATH 3a TeOs 3aMyXK. B OT/IMUKE OT POHa 3[1eCh, Y Hee He XBAaTUJIO CMEJIOCTH CHeIaTh TO, YTO HYyXKHO
OLLIO CHenaTh.

"9T0 KaKOH-TO 60NIE3HEHHBIN PUTYaAJl CBI3BIBAHUS A7 Bac!" ['appu yCMeXHYIICS, IPUMIOAHSB I'y0y OT
OIOHOM TOJILKO MBICIH: «3aCTaBUTh XKEHIIUHY JIIOOUTH TPOTUB €€ BOJu!?»

«3JTO He TOIBKO XKeHIIUHHI, ['appu, moporoi. ApTyp BIIOOUIICS B MEHS... C HEOOJIBIIION ITOMOIIILIO,
KOHEYHO»,

«TrI rapmus !

« IIpotero ! M'appu, maBai, THl HE XO0YeIllb APATHCS CO MHOM».

— Tet ipaB. 4 xouy Tebs yOUTH !

Moy OBICTPO yIIINia ¢ JOPOTH, Korfga ['appu HaoXWI Ha Hee HECKOJIBKO 3aKJTMHAHWM, HEIPHYB
PSOOM C CBIHOM, KOTla OHa TOJIKHYJIa er0 BIepe[.

«3alUTH CBOIO MaTh, PoHasnb[. 4 pa3depych C IEBOUKON».

CIOTKHYBIIKMCH Briepe, POH BHITAIIKII CBOIO MAJIOUKY, TOJILKO YTOOH! B IIAHUKE B3BU3THYTH, KOTOA
T'appu TyT Ke 00e30PYKHUII €T0 U IIEIKHYII €10 0 KoyeHy. [IIMpOKO pacKpHIB Ii1a3a, MaabuUK ITOIHSIT



PyKH,

«Jla magHo, IPUSTENb, 9T0 Oe3ymue. 4 MBITalCh CIIACTA CBOET0 XKEHHUXa...»

"Tel 9yTh He YOUJI CBOIO HEBECTY, THL 4epTOB Mep3aBel. OToigu oT Hee! OpmypmaHuBau !"

PoH cHOBa B3BU3THYJI U OTJETEN Ha3ay K OJIMKaUIIIEMy CTOJTY, yIIaB Ha 110J1 6e3 CO3HaHUs, Koraa
Fappu npunenucs B Mosnu. Kak TobKO OHa IOAHsIa IaIo4yKYy, 13-3a CIIMHEL BHIJIETETIO
3aK/IMHAHUE, 3aCTaBuBIIEe ['appy pa3BepHYTHCH.

— Mpu1 nonyuunu ux, 'appu. [lomoru I'epmuone! — 3asgBun Kunrcnau, Maxass CBOUM aBpopam,
HABOOHUBIIKNM KOMHaTy. KHBHYB U TS2KeJlo CTJIOTHYB, ['appu ImOIoIIeN K jexalei 6e3 Co3HaHUS
JKeHIMHe, HeXKHO TpUXkKKMas ee K cebe. ManeHbKas Kalisi aMOPTEeHIMY CTeKalla U3 yroJjika ee pTa,
¥ OHa [JhIllIaja JOJIr0 U yCTao.

«$41 cHOBa mofBen ee, — momyMart ['appu, HeXXKHO yOupasi KapaMejbHbIE JIOKOHBI ['€pMUOHEI C ee JIUIa
Y ITIOKPOBUTEJILCTBEHHO HAbII0nast 3a Hel, moKa ABpop momHuMan Moy u PoHa Ha HOTH, — 5 He
MOTY IIOBEPUTH, YTO KTO-TO U3 HUX CHejau 3To,'

[TopxBaTuB ['epMuOHYy Ha PyKH, ['appu CEpOUTO IOCMOTPEN Ha YU3IH, IIPOXOAI MUMO HUX.

— Ilpoctu, npusartens, — npoxpurien PoH, ero ria3a MOJIUIX O IPOLIeHUU. ['appy OCTAHOBUJICA JIUIIDL
Ha MTHOBeHUe, HO Oosblile He BuAen B PoHanbae cBoero gpyra. C MpadHbEIM B3TJIAOM OH IIPUXKaJl
F'epMuoHy K CBOEU IPYIU.

"Upu K uepty,”

BrIiiis 13 KOMHATHL, Korga ABpop u KuHrcnu anmnapupoBanu o0paTHO B MUHUCTEPCTBO CO CBOUMU
IIOJONIeYHBIMH, ['appy OCTOPOKHO yI0XuJI [epMUOHY Ha ee KpoBaTh, YBUIEB, KaK C APYrOy CTOPOHEL
IIOSIBUJIMCH TPY T'OJIOBHI 97Ib(HOB.

— C muccuc Bce 6yaeT B mopsiaKe? — CIpocusia BUHKM, MOTSHYBIIUCH YEPE3 OHESN0, YTOO B3SITh
F'epmuony 3a pyky. [Tokauas ronosou, ['appu ymonsrolle HoCcMOTpes Ha PoBeHy.

— 3HAYUT JTX 3TO, YTO OHA CHOBA TOJIIOOUT €ro ? — CIpocuy ['appu, HaXMypPHUBIIKCE. [laxe eciu
AMOpPTEHIIXIO MOXKHO OyeT yanuTh, KaK paHbIIle, OH He XOTeJI, YTOOBl OHa CHOBA IepexkuBala 3TOT
crpecc. Tem 6osee C... MaJbIIOM , TETIEPh TOAYyMaTh,

— Mk&I y3HaeM, Korfia OHa ITPOCHETCS. 3eJIbs MOXKET OBITh HeJOCTaTOYHO, UTOOH II0K0Ie6aTh ee
celiyac, — TUXO CKa3aJl IIOPTPET, — THl 0UeHb 3a00THUIIILCS O HEU, He Tak /H, ['appu ITorTep?

C TpymoM crinotHys, ['appu KUBHYJI T'OJIOBOM.



«Her . 4 mobmo ee. A m06110 ee O0bIlIe, YeM MOTY ITOHSTh. BCce 3TH rofibl, MPOBEIeHHEIE BMECTE B
6oprbe ¢ BonmemopToM... 4 moaBen ee, 5T MPOMOIKaA0 IIOOBOTUTD €e...»

— Tr He mopBen MeHs, ['appu.

T'onmoc He npuHapaexan PoBeHe, korfa ['appu OBepHYT I'OJIOBY, YBUEB Ha cebe Kapue riasa JIaHHu.
I'epMuoHa.

— 41 Tak papa, 4TO TH B mopsimke, Mua. Kak Thl ce0s1 4yBCTBYEIIb?..

T'appu pe3ko o0opBascs, Korga MIrkue ryosl KOCHYIUCH eT0 COOCTBEHHBIX. [‘epMUOHa 1lejioBasa ero.
Ha camowm fene 11eoBaTh ero! 910 He OBIJIO MPUHYAUTENBHO, Kak C [IXKUHHY, UK MOKPO U
HepSIUINBO, Kak ¢ Yxkoy. HeT, 910 65110 HaeanbHo. U miist [appu 9TO Ka3anoch TaKUM IIPABUJIBHEIM .
OTCTpaHUBLINCE ITOCJIE AOJITOT0 U CTPACTHOTO Iornenys, ['epMuoHa cnabo yaelOHyIacs.

— T'appH, MHe HYXKHO Tebe KOe-4TO CKa3aTh...

— Tebe He HY2KHO HUY€Eero roBOPHUTE, MruoHa, 1 U TakK 3Halo.

2KeH1IHa Ha KPOBaTU CKJIOHUJIA I'OJIOBY HAOOK U KPUBO YJIEIOHYIACh, JeBUUUM OJIECK BEPHYJICS B €€
ryasa.

"Brr memaete?"

FappH Ha MI'HOBEHHUE BRITTIAOE]I BAHOBATHIM U IIOKPACHEJI, KHBHYB TOJI0BOA.

— Ara. Y noBeps MHe, POH ITOJTy4YuUT NOLENYH 3a...

«T"appu, pebeHOK He TpUHALJIEXKUT PoHY».

OCTaHOBUBIINCH HA IIOJIyCJIOBE, FappH TaK X OCTAJICA OTKPHITHIM, KOT'lId 2K€HIIIXHA, KOTOPYIO OH
J'IIO6I/IJ'I, IIPpUNIOAHANTACh Ha JIOKTE, HEPBHO 3aKyCHUB I"Y6y, TIOJIOZKHUJIA PYKY Ha 2KHUBOT U ITOCMOTPEJIA Ha
Hero.

«PeOeHOK TBOM»,

T'appu [ToTTep 6511 YenoBekoM-KTo-3aBoeBan. OH mobenun BongemopTa Kak MUHUMYM 4 pasa,
OTOTHAJI COTHU AEMEHTOPOB C IIOMOIIbI0 OMHOTO ITaTpoHyCa, a TaKKe yOUII U apecToBasl OOJIbIIe
[ToxupaTteneir CMepPTH, YEM MOT COCUMTATh. HO B 3Ty HOUb B IPUCYTCTBUYU TPEX NOMOBHIX 31Tb(OB,
nopTpeTa u mobuMoit xKeHmuHb ['appu [ToTTep nmoTepsin co3Hanue Ha MecTe. OH Gonblie He 60sICS
CMEepTH, 0 HET, OH OO0SJICST Yero-TO Topasfo XyAIIero (a B HEKOTOPBIX CIIydasix U JTy4IIero),



BEITH HOBEIM OTIIOM.
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