3HaAKOMBII IOM THXO CTOSI/I B KOHIIE TUXOTO KBapTalla, U3 OKOH MePBOTO 3TaxKa HapyXKy JIUICI SPKUM
U TEILJIBIN CBeT.

Briyio coBceM TeMHO, yIu4YHBIE (POHAPHU, OCBEIIaBIIKe AOPOTY, OOMOJIHANN [aPUBILYI0 BOKPYT
tumuHy. [IpubnusuBmuch K foMy, Xalid cjieTka 3aMe[ijiujia X0 MalluHbl, Me[JIeHHO HacTpauBas
cebst Ha CITOKOMHBIN JTad TTyOOKUMU BOOXaMH.

OHa nomora yCIIOKOUTh BaHHY, HO 3Hasla, YTO caMa He TakK pacciiabjieHa ¥ CIIOKOMHA, KaK KaXeTCs.

E# Ka3anocs, 6YJITO ee IIPOoIfaHre C OTOOM IIPOMU3OIIIIO B IIOCTIEeJHUM MOMEHT, KOT{la OHa COBEPIIIEHHO
He 3Halla, 4TO HpOPIBOIZI[GT B ropopge-rocymapCTBse, a OH, O4eBHUJHO, 3Hall.

910 OBITIO CBOETO pPofa MpolllaHue Iepel BeYHON Pa3yKo.

Orern Benent MHe YKpHITCS B CoBope, a caM OTIIPaBUJICS B TOT aHTUKBAPHBIA MarasuH B HUXKHEM
pauioHe... Ho nouemy?

B rosnose Xaiigu BOPYT 3apOoauioCk COMHEHNE, HO OHA TYT 2XKe 0T6pocnna €ro — B ee IoMe ropein
CBET, OH XKMOaJll ee.

TeMHO—CepEI aBTOMOOMIIB I1JIaBHO BheXall BO ABOP. XalOu pacliaxHyJla BXOJHYIO IBEPh CBOETO IOMa
U Ccliejlajia HECKOJIBKO IIar0B BHYTPb, ITOCJIE YeT0 OCTAHOBUIACh OT HEOXKHUOAHHOCTH.

BmecTo oTia, KOTOprI;I OaBHO OOJI2KEH ObL OBITD ooMa, €e XKJaaJla MaTh, Ofie€Tas B MIEPCTAHYIO IIIaJIb C
TEeMHO—CHUHUMM TOHKUMHU IojiocaMu. OHa ITOKOMHO CHUiesia Ha CTyJie BO3Jie 068I[6HH01"O CTOJIa B
NCKYCHBIX O4YKaX ¥ COCPEeONOTOYEHHO YUTAJla I'a3eTy, a PAOOM C Hel Ha CToJe jexasa 0osbias
CTOIIKa ra3eT, Cydd 110 BCEMY, CTAPHBIX, U3 KabuHeTa ee OTIa.

Xaly Ha MTHOBEHHE 3aCTHIIa B IBEPSIX.

OHa He MOrJla BCIOMHHUTb, CKOJIbKO BPEMEHHU IIPOIIJIO C TEX 0P, KaK ee MaTh IOCIETHUM pa3
BLIXO[IMJIA M3 9TOW CHAJIbHU, — Ka3aJioCh, YTO MHOTO JIET Ta MaTh, KOTOPYIO OHa IIOMHMIIA, OCTaBasiacCh
B 9TOM TYCKJIO OCBEIIeHHOU ClajibHe. 3a UX CEMEWHBIM CTOJIOM IIOCTOSHHO O0CTaBaJIOCh IIyCTOE MECTO,
KOTOpPOe, 10 CJI0BAM OTIIa, TpefHa3Havyaa0Ch i, H0O Ha KOTOPOe HUKTO HUKOTa He CaguyICs.

Xaiioy Bcerga cumTala, 4YTO 9TO 0YeHb CTPAHHO, HO IIOCJI€ CTOJIBKUX JIET OHA IIPUBRIKJIA K TOMY, 9TO
€e MaTh He BRIXOJIUT U3 CIaJIbHU. POBHO 0 3TOI0 MOMEHTA... YBUIEB MaTh CUASIIEH Ha 3TOM CTylle, y
Hee BO3HHUKIIO KaKOe-TO HePeaJIbHOE OIIYyINeHKe, CJIOBHO OHA HAaXOOUTCA B IPDYIOM MHpPeE.

Xaiigu MofiCO3HaTeIbHO MIPOIIJIa BIepes. 3BYK IIaroB HaKOHEI] IPUBJIEK BHUMaHUE XEeHIIUHEL 3a
CTOJIOM, OHa ITOAHsI/Ia TOJIOBY U, YBUOEB [I0Yb, TYT XK€ yIHIOHYaCh.



— A, Xauiau, Thl BepHYIack.

— 4... — Havasia Xayou, Ha caMOM [eJie He IIOHKMMas, YTO CKa3aThb. KoOHeYHOo, OHa 3aXO0auiia K Hel B
CIasibHIO, YTOOH! IIOTOBOPHUTD, ITOYTH KaXK[bll IeHb, HO celiyac OHa YyBCTBOBaJa ce0s Tak, OyATO He
BUZeJa MaTh Oosee fecsATH neT. — I HeMHOTOo 3afepxkanach B Cobope, Kak y Tebs mena?..

— ¥V MeHs Bce X0OPOII0, — PafgoCTHO YILIOHYyIach MaTh, U B €e Tla3ax IMOSBUIICS KaKOR-TO
HETIOHSATHHIM Xaiou 6/1eCK; OHa MOOHSIACh CO CTyJIa ¥ MeJJIEHHO MOMIOIIa K JOYepH, HECKOIIbKO
6e3y4aCTHO MOTJIsIeNIa Ha ee JIUI0 U, IPOTSIHYB PYKY, KOCHYIach ee Boioc. — Jlai—kKa g Te6st
XOPOILIEHBKO paccMOTPI0. [laBHEHBKO 5 Ha TeOST HE CMOTpea...

— Pa3Be MBI He BUOUMCS KaXKObIM NeHb, — II0ACO3HATEeIbHO CKa3ajla Xalau, ocje 4ero HeCKoJIbKOo
00€eCIIOKOEHHO ITOCMOTpesia Ha MaMy. — [ToueMy THI BHIIIUIa U3 crianbHu? Tebe cTano nyyrie?

Mars ynbIOHYyIach, Kak OBl pa3roBapuBasi C CO60M U C JOYEPBIO:

— Yxe myume... KctaTy, modyemMy TBOU OTel] ellle He BEPHYJICI AOMOU?

— Orery elre He BepHYJICS noMoi? — B cepare Xaiiou 3apoauioch CMyTHOe 0eCIoKoncTBO. — OH
IoJKeH ObLT yKe IpuexaTh JOMOM. AX, OH II0eXasl B MeCTO, KOTOPOe HaXOOUTCS Kyma O1uxe, 4eM
Cobop, roe Ovlna A...

— Bo3MoOXKHO, ero MallliHa cjioMajiach Ha IIOJIIIyTH, — MEJJIEHHO IIPOM3HeCJIla €€ MaTh. — Boputens
u3 Hero Tak cebe. [ToiimeM, IOJOKIEM €T0 BMECTE.

Xalimu HepeIuTeIbHO KUBHYIA ¥ ITOC/IeI0Baia 3a MaTephio K CTOIy, Ile 3aMeTH/Ia POCKOIIHOe
0711010 — 9TO OBIJIO OTHIONL HE OJHO M3 T€X HEMHOTHX 610, KOTOpPEIe 0OLIYHO TOTOBKJIA BpeMeHHas
TIPUCITyTA.

— DTO TH IPUTOTOBHUNIA? — XalOu yAUBJIEHHO MIOOHSA I7la3a. — Thl JaBHO He TOTOBHUIIA.

— Ia, s TaK JaBHO He TOTOBWJIA, YTO HEe Cpa3y CMOTJIa HAWTH, IMie JIeXKaT UHI'PeIreHTH. S mompocua
0 TIOMOIIIY Y CITy?KaHKH, II03TOMY He 3Hal0, TOHPaBUTCS i Tebe Mos efa, — c1abo yael0HYIach MaTh.
— K cuacTsio, s BCe ellle IOMHIO, KaK TOTOBUTb.

Barnsag Xaiiou yman Ha ey, OHa He yaep:KaJiach U B3sijla BUIKY, YTOOH IOIPOO0BaTh, HO YCIIBIIIATIA
Pe3Kuii BO3rJIac MaTePH:

— IMomoxknu, TTOKa TBOM OTELl BEPHETCS NOMOM, IIpexk/e YeM IPUCTYIaTh K Tparese.

Xaugu Ha MTHOBEHUE 3aMepria.



OToii Bpaskl OHa He CIIBIIIANA YKe MHOTO JIeT.

U TyT BO3/e OBepU BHE3AIIHO pa3fasiCsd JIETKUY CTYK, II0X0XKUY Ha XJIOIaHbe KPBIJIbEB KAKOU-TO
O4YeHb OOJIBIION MITHUITHI, TePeMeXKAIIUICS IerKUM IoTpecKuBanreM. U Kak TOIbKO Xauau
coOpasachk CIPOCUTh, UTO 3TO TaKoe, OHa YCJIbIala, Kak I0BOpaYMBaeTCs ABEPHAs pydKa, U
yBHfeNa, 9YTO OIBEPD B UX IOM MEAJIEHHO OTKPHIBAETCH.

Ore1 BepHYJICA.

MoppucC 3aCThHIT B IBEPSIX: TOJIOBOKPYKEHHE, BLI3BAHHOE TeM, YTO Al ITepeHec ero u3 «3aTepsiHHOTO
Ioma», He MPOIII0. I'0jT0Ba TaK CUJIBHO KPYKUJIACh OT CMSITEHHUS YYBCTB, UTO CEKYH[I JECSATh eMy
Ka3aJIoCh, YTO y HETO TaJTIOLMHAIIY,.

On YBUOEII XKE€HY, KOTOPaA CHeIId 3da CTOJIOM U XKJaJld, KOI'ld OH BEPHETCS OOMOM K YXUHY.

3aTeM OH IIOHSJI, YTO 3TO He TaJUIIOIMHALIIH.

<<qy'JIO>>, 0 KOTOPOM OH MOJIMJICA IMOOIIPOCTPAHCTBY OJUHHAAIIATE JIET Ha3ad, HAKOHEI-TO CBEPIINIIOCH
I10 3Ty CTOPOHY 3aHaBecCa II0CJIe ITepeCedyeHusd IIJIaMeHU U UCTOPUU — COBITIOCH TO, O YEeM OH He CMeJl
N Me4dTarThb.

[TpocTOSIB HECKOJIBKO CEKYHI KakK CTaTysi, Moppuc, HaKOHeIl, COesIa IIar BIepe[, a 3aTeM BTOPOU U
TPeTHuH, Bce OBICTPee U OLICTPEE.

OH otBepan mnoTh «IToToMKa ['myOuH» BMECTe C 9KUIIaxKeM Ha «3aTepsiHHOM [[oMe», yCIIbIIat
3HAHUS OT TeHU U3 IMOOIPOCTPAHCTBA, CTAJl YJIEHOM CKPBITOM 001IecTBa... Ellle cCOBceM HelaBHO BCe
3TO TATOTUJIO €T0 AYIIY, HO BHE3aIHO TSKeCTh 3TOr0 OpeMeHHU CJIOBHO UCYe3JIa, ¥ eMy IT0Ka3aJioCh,
YTO OH YBU[IENI B HEM OJIHO M3 CAMKIX ITPABOOION00HEIX TOJTKOBaHue: «CoBepIIeHue 1000ro uyma
TpeOyeT ompeesieHHOM IIeHkl, U 9Ta IleHa Jierla Ha Hero CaMbIM MUJIOCTUBLIM 00pa3oM».

[Tpuiisio BpeMs IPUHSATEL Harpamy.

Ero xXeHa mogHsmach u3-3a CToIa, ¥ Moppuc npuxarscs K Hell.

— Haxonen-to g Buxy T€6s... — ['0J10C cTAporo y4eHOro ObUT HU3KKM, HO He CJIUIIKOM, CJIOBHO OH
6osincs, uTo Xaiau psAgoM C HUM MOXKET YCIBIIIaTh, a XKeHa repef HUM — HeT. — ...

— Hy, uto TEI? Pe6€HOK CMOTPUT — Y Bac €CTb MHOT'O BpeMeHHU, YTOOb 00BSICHUTH MHE, UTO
IIPOMCXOTUT Ha caMoM fiesie. He CTOUT TOPOMUTHCS.

— O... ma, Tl TpaBa, — HECKOJIBKO CMYIIEHHO OTBETUII MOpPpUC, OTITYCTUB XKEHY, U IIOBEPHYJI TOJIOBY
K Xaiau, KoTopasi CMOTpesia Ha Hero C YIUBJIEHHBIM BUIOM.



— KxM... 1 m03[IHO BEPHYIJICS, TI0 IOPOTeE... CJIOManach MallliHa. 3aBTPa MHE HYKHO HAaWTH KOTO-
HUOYOb, KTO OTOYKCHUPYeT ee 00paTHO. — MOpPPUC He CITUIIKOM eCTEeCTBEeHHO 0OBSICHUI CBOE
OTI03[aHue, TI0CTIe Yero MOCIeNInI CMeHUTL TeMy: — Y Tebs Bce B mopsigke? A B Cobope?

— ¢ nena u HEBpeOUMa, KaK U BCe OCTAJIbHEIE, PAa3Be UTO U3PSAHO HAyraHa ¥ B IIOJTHOM
3aMelIaTeNbCTBe, — OTBETHUIA Xalau, OTIsIOBIBAS OTLA C T'OJIOBHI 10 HOT. — HO THL... TOYeMy TH Tak
CTPaHHO BHITJIAOUIIL? YTO-TO CIYYUIOCh Ha 00PAaTHOM ITyTH?

— YTO CO MHOY MOTJIO CIIYYUTBHCA? — Cpaldy Ke BO3pa3usl Moppuc, CJI0BHO Onacasch, YTO Xalau Ha
€ro TMOoe3[KYy, X TyT Ke 3aMeTHUJI Ha CTOJIe POCKOIIHOe OII00.

Bblpa}KeHI/Ie JIUIla CTapOro y4eHOoro BHE3aIllHO CAEJIaJIOCh CJIIOZKHEBIM.

—4d... YXKe I10€eJI, — HEePEeIUuTEeJIbHO CKa3adll OH, — Ha Kopa6ne... MHCTEPa HYHKaHa.

Ha ym eMy TOTYac e IpUIlIa YPOL/IUBas U yKacHas «puiba».

Ha TIIOAIIPOCTPAaHCTBEHHOM IIMPY OH HEPBHUYAII N3-3d pBI6bI HEe MEHLbIIEe, 4eM CTPaHHad rOH4Yad, HO
mon 6JII/IT6J'IBHBIM OKOM MHUCTEPA HYHKaHa OH CheJl INOoTh «IIoTOMKa FJ'IY6I/IH>>. OH He IIOMHUJI IIOYTH
HHUYEero U3 TOro, 4To Torga IIpoOu30IIIIO.

IToMHHU TOJIBKO, YTO IIaXJI0 OUYEHD BKYCHO.

HOSTOMy Telepb OH He MOTI' Cb€CTh HU KyCOYKa.

Ho TYT CO CTOPOHEI Pa3aaJiCA I0JI0OC 2KE€HHI:

— 4 caMa 3TO IIPUTOTOBHUIIA.

— Mama [1aBHO He TOTOBMIIA, — CKa3asna Xa#gu. — CeromHs e 4yTh JIydIle, TakK 4To...

— Torpa g HeMHOTO 0eM. — Kak TonbKo Moppuc ychbliian 3To, OH cpa3y XKe CeJl 3a CTOJI U, He
[NOXKUOAsCh, IOKa NO0Yb 3aKOHYUT, B35JI B PYKU JIOKKY, 3aUePIIHYJI €/ U3 TapeIKH U C XKaJHOCThIO
BBIIINII.

— Hy kak Te6e? — cnpocuna XeHa C IpeBKYIIeHUEM.

— qYTb... HepeconeHHﬂ, — HEePEeIIUTEJIbEHO OTBETHUII MOppI/IC, HO TYT K€ BELITIAJI €Ill€ HEeCKOJIbKO
JIOZKEK. — HepeCOHeHbeI, CHUJIBHO HepeCOHeHBIfI... THI BCe€raa TaK 'OTOBHUIIIE...

— He emb, ecnmu Tebe He HPAaBUTCS!



— f He TOBOPUJI, YTO 3TO HEBKYCHO...

— Torpa empb Mmon4a. Korfia 3To TH cTaj TakKuM OONITyHOM?

Xaimu IIOCMOTPeEJIa Ha O0TIa, IIOTOM Ha MAThb

OHa He CIHIIana Takoro Pa3roBopa yZ&Ke MHOTO JIET — M 3d 3TH I'O[BI, Ka3aJIOCh, HUYETO He
N3MEHHNIIOCH.

HOSTOMY OHa YJ'IBI6HYJ'IaCb, OIIYCTHJIa T'OJIOBY M OTIIPABHJIA B POT KyCO4YEK MACA.

OH u 1paBAa OKa3aJjicsd YyTh IePECOIEHbIM.

)%k

sms y2Ke criaj, U cIiajl KpemKo — II0X03Ke, OH JaBHO He BBICHINAJCS, fla TaK, YTO 3aCHYJI IIPSMO BO
BpPEeMsI UX pPa3roBopa.

BanHa MenyieHHO 1IJIa K CBOEH CIIajIbHe.

OHa yXe Iepeofenach B JOMAIIHEE MIaThe U 3aBsg3alia BOJIOCH B IPOCTOM XBOCT. CHSIB IIOKPHITHIE
ITapalMHaM¥ OOCIEXHU ¥ MTOJI0KUB OTPOMHBIN Med4, BePHYBIIAsCsS U3 OMTBH MHKBU3UTOP 00y3mana
CBOIO CBUDEIIYIO aypy, CIOBHO IIPeBPaTUIach B MOJIOAYIO NEBYILIKY, Y KOTOPOU OBLUIA CBOS XKU3Hb, CBOU
CUMITATUH U QHTHUIIATHH, KaK Y 00BIYHOTO YeJIOBeKa.

Korpa oHa Oblza IoMa, TO He CKPBEIBAJIa CBOMX 3MOIUH U 3a00T, IIO3TOMY [s/isl, OYEBUIHO, TOXKE
BHUJIeN ee 03a00YEeHHEIN BU/I, HO HUYETO He CIIPOCHII.

OHM TaKKe MOJTYaJIMBO HOTOBOPHUJIMCH He TIOOHUMATh BOIIPOC O «IOAIPOCTPAHCTBEHHOM
0JIaTOCIIOBEHUM».

OueBUOHO, OsAMS He XOTeN YCYTyOIsaTh CBoe OpeMsi.

Ho cama Banna 3Hana, 4To OpeMs B ee Aylle CBSI3aHO He TONBKO C TaK Ha3bIBAEMBIM
«TTOATIPOCTPAHCTBEHHBIM 0JIar0CIOBEHUEM», HO ¥ ¢ COOCTBEHHOM KHU3HBIO U CMEPTHIO.

Ona BEpPHYJIaCh B CIIAaJIbHIO, 3aKPEIJIa OBEPE, IOO0MIIIda K KOMOOY U JOCTaJla U3 AIMMKa KWH2KAJl C
BEJIMKOJIEITHEIMU YKDAIIEHUIMHU.

910 Onlna cBsiTast penukpust LlepkBu I'yOuH, a TakKe IOJAPOK, KOTOPHIHM emUCKON BaleHTHH TUYHO
BPYYUIJI € TI0CJIe KPELleHUs.
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