TowMm 2 [Iponor Kny6simuiicst ObIM U CUIBHBIM 3allaX JIEKaPCTBEHHBIX TPAB 3all0THUIIA KOMHATY.
JT:0601, KTO He MPUBHIK K 3TOMY, ©UMeJI Obl Mpo6IeMBbl ¢ AbIXaHHeM. B caMoM KOHIle KOMHATH Ha
nvBaHe HeOPeKHO cumen cTapuk. Ero o6Buciias 6eas Koxka ¥ 3aTyMaHEHHEIE T'1a3a Ka3alluch
6e3xu3HeHHbIMU. OH OB OLET B a/bll IIeHbY, a eT0 NaJIblibl, YKpallleHHEIe 30JI0THIMU HaKJIaJHbBIMU
HOTTSIMU BAIBOE 0OJIbIIIe HOPMaJIbHBIX, CXKUMAJIA KYPUTEIbHYI0 TPYOKY. YKpalleHHBINH TOHKUM
IIeJIKOM U 30JI0TOM, OH Ka3aJICs yTpoXkKalolliM, OKPYKeHHBIN rHeTyInel atMochepou. 3amnax Tpas
HCXOIHUJII OT TPEX TOPEJIOK C 9KCTPAKTOM TPaB, PacCTaBIEHHBIX BOKPYT AMBaHa. MyX4KHa KyIaJcs B
MCIapsBIIECs U3 TOPEJIOK TpaBsHOM xkKuakocTu. OH ogHec TPYOKY KO PTY, KOTHa YEJIOBEK,
crosuui neped HUM — Cau XaKypeu — Hadasl TOBOpPUTh. «I'maBa M, MBI Imoy4yunu u3sectue oT bropo
JKEePTBOIIPUHOIIEHUH» CKa3an XaKypel co cBoel 00BIYHOM KPaCHBOM YIIbIOKOM, CKPHEIBAIOIIEH ero
VCTHHHBIE YyBCTBA. «JTO U3-3a [EPEMOHUN?» CIIPOCUN MyxK4nHa — M BaHpE — XPUIJILIM, BHICOKUM
rosiocoM. «[la. { cuuTalo, 4TO 9TO IIEPEMOHHUS, KOTOpas TpedyeT caMoro TIaTeIbHOT 0
IIJTaHUPOBAHUS II0CJIe BOCXOXKAEHUS HOBOI'0 UMIlepaTopa». « Tparequs, KoTopas IpOU30Iljia BO
BpeMsI [IpaB/IeHUs IPeObIAyIIero UMIepaTopa, B KOHEYHOM UTOTe CTajla pe3yJIbTaToM 3TOU
epeMoHuu. O, Kak y>KaCHO» cKa3ajl baHpE, XOTd ero poT BelgaBasl TOT (PaKT, OH UPOHUYHO
Habmioman 3a peakuuel Xakypes. XaKypei, y2Ke X0pOIIo TOHMMAaBIINM cCapgOHUUYECKUN XapaKTep
3TOTO CTapuKa, IIPOCTO YILIOHYJICS eMy B OTBET. ByHpE OBl TPEThEero paHra — TOTO XKe paHra, 4YTo U
Xakypeii. Ho B oTmnune oT Xakypes, Yy KOTOPOTo He ObIIO OQHUIINANbHON TOIKHOCTHU B
IpaBUTENLCTBE, ByHpéE Obln rnaBoit [lenapramMeHnTa o0cnykuBaHus. HecMOTps Ha TO, YTO y HETO He
OBLIO BJIACTH HaJ BHELTHUM OBOPLIOM, ByHpPE, Kak riaBa [lemapTramMeHTa 00CyKUBaHUS, MOT II0
CBOEMY XKeJIaHUI0 KOHTPOIUPOBaTh paboTy 3aHero aBopia. OH OblI riaBoii [lemapTaMeHTa ellle [0
poxpmeHus XaKypes — B TOT MOMEHT OH OblJI TO00eH IPUBHOEHNIO, 3aTAUBIIEMYCS B 3aJHEM
nBopite. «Ccopa mexny Brnaropoguout Cynpyro#t 91 u [JobpomeTtenbHo# Cympyro# Cau BO3HUKIIA U3-
3a 9TOU I[epeMOHUN», — MPOJOIKuUI ByHpe, IBHO HEJOBOIbHEIY peakiuen Xakypes. « sl 3Ha 37O,
Xakypeu?» «[la, 1 B Kypce» CIIOKOWHO OTBeTUJT XaKypei#. Briio sicHO Kak 60xkuit feHb, 4To ByHpé
IIBITAJICSI B3BOJIHOBATH €ro. Ecyu Okl OH XOTs1 OBl HAMEKHYJTI Ha TO, YTO TepsieT camoobiafaHue, TO
cras Obl 00BEKTOM [IJI IIOTEXU CTapuka. «BOT moyemy g mocTapaioch, 4TOOb HUYETo ogo0HOTO He
IIPOM30IIJIO BO BpeMsI IIpaBIeHUsI HOBOT'O UMIlepaTtopa. Y MeHs eCTh IIJIaH, €CJIU B II03BOJIUTE MHE
€ro OCYyIIeCTBUThL» IPOAOJIKUI XaKypel, Ipexae 4eM 00bACHUTD CBOM IaH. «O4eHb XOPOIIo»
3asgBuI ByHpE mmocyie KOPOTKOTO MOJT4aHus. YCbiaB oTBeT byHpé, Xakypel ObICTPO BHILIET U3
oduca. HakoHel-To OH 0CBOGOAUIICS OT JIUITKOT0 TaGayHOTO [bIMa M TOIIHOTBOPHOI'O 3allaxa TpasB.
Briiinst u3 KabruHeTa, OH ObLJI BCTPEYEeH OCTIEIISIONIMM CBETOM JIETHET0 COJIHIIA, OCBEIIAIOIIETr0
MOHACTHIPb. «Korga /1eTo 3aKOHYUTCS... HaCTYIIUT BpeMs [7g [JeKlapaluy CTabuIbHOCTH»
npobopMoTan Xakype# mpo cebs, mypsch OT cBeTa. [lekapalus cTaOuabHOCTH —OblIa caMou
IIOPOYHOU IIepeMOHMeN U3 BCeX, KOTOpas COTPSICET TOJIBKO YTO OTCTPOEHHEIM 3afHUY ABopel. ['naBa
1. Yacrts 1: T'papymas Jexknapauus ctabunsHoctu 1 «I'me KBuHapHbf [[pakoH?» — C BULUMBIM
pa3gpaxenueM crpocun Pro Hloxu, nateii uMnepaTtop KoHKOKy. BelIo conHeuyHOoe JIeTHEee yTpo. Bee
OKHa ¥ [IBepH B IIOKOSIX UMIIepaTopa OBIJIK IIMPOKO OTKPHITH], IT03BOJISAS OCTHIBIIEMY 3@ HOYb BO3AYXY
IIPOHMKAThL B KOMHATHL [Iloxu, MoX0XKe, TOTOBUJICS K YTPEHHEMY COBETY, TakK Kak Ha HeM BCe ellle He
Ob1710 KOPOHBEL. OMHAKO, HECMOTPS Ha 9TOT BHEIIHUM BUM, OH BCe Ke 00Jlafian mopa3uTeTbHOU
rpanuei — IHOIIECKOM KpacoTo!, HalloMUHalole OyiHy0 BeCEHHIO 3eyieHb. Ha KoeHsax nepen
[IToxu cTosina Celly Pumu, Ha nulle KOTOPO#H Oblyla HaTSHYyTas yiael0Ka. «OHa 31mech, Baiie
BemnugecTBo... [Iato c10BO». Kak Ha/moXHUIIA 3aJHETO ABOPIla, PuMu mpy HOpMalbHEIX
00CTOsITeNbCTBaxX He MOTJIa Obl BOMTH BO BHEIIHK ABOpel], rhe npoxusan [lloxu. OgHako u3-3a
yepensl COOBITUM O0KECTBEHHBIN IPAKOH, KOTOPHIN Ha IMIPOTSXKEHUU TOKOJIEHUN HaXOIUIICS BO
BIaJleHUU UMIlepaTopa, KBuHapHBM [IpakoH, 0OKa3ascs B pyKax PUMM U YIIOPHO OTKA3kIBAJICS
IOKHUHYTE ee. TakuM 06pa3oM, OHa HEBOJIBHO CTajla XpaHuTeNnbHULel KBuHapHoro [IpakoHa, u e
OBLIIO TOPYYEHO KaXK[I0e YTPO MOSIBIIATLCS Iepel KMIIEPaTopoM, YTOOH IT0Ka3aTh, YTO
00KeCTBEHHBIN OPaKOH BCe ellle C Hell. «Bce, 4TO g BUXKY, 3TO TO, YTO ThI CTOUIIL IIepefio MHOI Ha
KOJIeHAX Ha Ioty» xonogHo oTBeTu llloxu. «Tama — KBuHapubIY [IpakoOH — OPSIMO 37€ECE... II0[
Moel 100K0H...» PuMu BHyTpeHHE ApoxKaja OT SBHOT'0 HEYJOBOJIbCTBUS MOJIOLOTO UMIIepaTopa.



«Ecnu 51 He ommbaloch, — mpomonkan [loxu, — TH yTBepXKIala, YTO OH IPSTAJICS IO TBOel 100KoM
BUepa, IT03aBUepa U Mo3aByepa — KaxkK[bli OeHb C TeX 0P, KakK Thl CTajla IPUXOAUTh ciofa. Mnu g
YTO-TO MyTaw?» «HeT, Ballle BeJIM4ECTBO, BBl COBEPILIEHHO ITpaBbl. OHa KaXbli OeHb IPSAYETCS B
Moel 100Ke». OTKpOBeHHHIN 0TBeT PuMu 3actaBui Illoxu HaxMypuTh 6poBu. O HET, OH 3071, OH TaK
30711... Hy, a yero TH kpana...? [Toka3sBaTh KBuHapHOTO [IpakoHa Illoxu 65110 0053aHHOCTEIO PuMu.
Ecnu KaxXpaplii [eHb TOBOPUTH, YTO «THl He MOXKeIlb ee YBULETh, IOTOMY UTO OHa NPSAYETCS Y MEHS
mof1 }00KO0M», paccepauTcs mo0Ooi. Illen yxKe mecsAThli IeHb C TeX 1Op, Kak PUMU Havyanla HaBelllaThb
[loxu. BeicnymuBas OOHU U Te 2Ke OIpaBOaHUS U30 OHS B IeHb, HEYOUBUTENIbHO, 4TO Illoxu Havyan
3aJaBaThCs BOIIPOCOM, He UTpaeT i oHa ¢ HuM. Ho... Ho... TaMa oTka3riBaeTcs BRIXOOUTH! Tama —
KBUHAPHBIN IpaKOH — IO-BUAMMOMY, He ocoOeHHO niobusa Illoxu. Kak TOJbKO OH OKa3hIBaJICsS
n0o0IM30CTH, OHA TYT JKe Iphirajia Pumu B 100Ky U IIpsiTanach. Bel Moriu OB TOAYMaTh, UTO
KBunapHbI [IpakoH IIPOCTO COEKUT CO ABOPa UMIIEpATOpa, KOTOPOr0 OHA TaK HEHABUIUT, HO
00KeCTBeHHBIE 3BepPHU BeOyT ce0sl TauHCTBeHHEIM 00pa3oM. HecMoTpst Ha TO, YTO OHA [eJlajia Bce,
yToOBI U30ekKaTh [lloxu, OHA yIPSMO Iemnsanach 3a Pumu, onHy u3 Hamoxuull [lloxu. «4 Teprmen 3To
oecaTh gHeu» moxkamnoBancd lloxu. "XBaTuTt ¢ MeHs». «ECIU IpaKOH OEeNCTBUTEILHO TaM, TO BHITAIIA
€ro u3-1of I00KX ¥ ITOKaXXu MHe». «f OBl C yIOBOJIbCTBUEM, HO OHA W30 BCEX CHUJI LETIIETCS 3a MOU
Horu» «Torma g BeITAIly ero 3a Te6s». "[Ipoiury mpomenusa?" «f 3acyHy pyky Tebe mop 100Ky U CUIION
BhITally KBUHApHOTO OpaKoHa». B KOHIe KOHLIOB, y [[l0X¥ KOHYUIIOCH TEPIIEHNE, M OH HEYKIIOHHO
npubnuxancs Kk Pumu. B yxace Pumu cBepHynach B kiy0ok. «H-H-H-HeT! Pa3Be BBl BeTMKUN
IOJI0OHOK, Barie BenuuecTBo?» [Iymasi, 4To MpoCTOe noOaBlIeHNE «BEJIUKUN» [IeJlaeT BhIPaKeHue
Oomnee yBaxKuUTENIbHBIM, PUMH MTOTIBITaIaCh BO3Pa3uUTh KaK MOXKHO BeXKJIMBee. B pe3ynbraTe, OMHAKO,
HacTpoeHue [lloxu cTaso ele Xyxe.
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